
 

 

MED175 CPT Ambulatory Procedure Coding 

Syllabus Overview 

This syllabus contains all relevant information about the course: its objectives and outcomes, the 
grading criteria, the texts and other materials of instruction, and weekly topics, outcomes, assignments, 
and due dates. Consider this your roadmap for the course. Please read through the syllabus carefully 
and ask questions if you would like anything clarified. Please print a copy of this syllabus for reference. 

 
Course Description 

3 Credits 

Prerequisite: MED155 and MED165 

This course covers the principles and guidelines for using the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) and 
HCPCS code sets and the concept of clinical vocabularies and classifications systems of Ambulatory and 
Physician procedure coding. Focused instruction for interpretation of health record documentation for 
proper assignment of procedure codes will be emphasized and put into practice as well as the 
understanding of Ambulatory and Physician procedures in relation to CPT in the inpatient and 
outpatient (ambulatory) settings. 

 
Course Outcomes 

At the completion of this course, students should be able to: 

• Apply concepts related to CPT coding principles. 

• Perform basic steps of the CPT coding process. 

• Comprehend the concepts and uses of HCPCS Code Set 

• Assign outpatient/ambulatory procedure codes through interpretation of health record 

documentation 

• Follow the basic CPT and HCPCS coding guidelines for the proper assignment of 

outpatient/ambulatory procedure codes 

 
Communication with Your Instructor 

You will receive a welcome email from your instructor prior to the start of class. This email will contain 
your instructor’s contact information. Your instructor will also be communicating with you via several 
methods in the course, including: 
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• Announcements – This communication tool, located on the navigation menu within yourcourse 
in Canvas, contains important updates. Be sure to check for new announcements from your 
instructor each time you access your course. 

• Q&A – Use this discussion board, located on the Home screen in your course, to communicate 
with your instructor and classmates regarding general course questions (i.e. missing links, 
assignment clarification, etc.). 

• Inbox – Use the Inbox, located in the top right corner of Canvas, to send a message to your 
instructor or classmates. 

 
Materials and Resources 

Required Textbooks: 

Papazian-Boyce, Lorraine (2015) COMPREHENSIVE MEDICAL CODING - A Path to Success, First Edition. 
New York, NY: Pearson Education 

Optum (2018) Current Procedural Coding Expert. Salt Lake City: Optum 360 
 
 

Bookstore Information 

The bookstore can be located in the left-hand navigation of any Canvas course. 

 

Library Services 

Detailed information about the eLibrary can be found in the Student Resource Center. This is a 
course that all students have access to during their academic career.  

 
Canvas Help Desk and Technical Questions 

If you experience technical issues in your course, please contact the Canvas Help Desk by clicking the 
Help link (top right corner within Canvas). There are 3 ways to contact them: 

• Phone (888-628-2749) 

• Live chat 

• Report a problem (submit a ticket) 

Be sure to notify your instructor of any technical difficulties you are experiencing. 

 
Additional resources are available in the Student Resource Center and the Canvas Guides website: 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4121 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-4121
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Weekly Schedule 
 

Week 1 Introduction to CPT Coding, HCPCS, and CPT Modifiers 

Outcomes 1. Spell and define the key words, medical terms, and abbreviations related to CPT 
coding. 

2. Discuss the history and purpose of CPT coding. 
3. Identify the organization of the CPT manual, including CPT guidelines and 

conventions. 
4. Demonstrate how to assign and arrange (sequence) CPT codes. 
5. Comprehend the main characteristics and use of HCPCS coding and how it differs 

from CPT. 
6. Understand the main characteristics and uses of CPT modifiers. 
7. Abstract procedural information from the medical record for applying CPT 

modifiers. 
8. Assign and arrange codes using CPT modifiers. 

Reading Chapter 28 - Introduction to CPT Coding 
Chapter 29 - Introduction to HCPCS Coding 
Chapter 30 - CPT Modifiers 

Resources HCPCS Modifiers 

Lectures • Didn’t We Just Finish Procedure Coding? What’s This Now? 
• Introduction To The CPT Code Book – Step by Step 

• What In The World Is HCPCS 
• We Better Discuss Modifiers Now 

Discussion “Ambulatory or Outpatient is there a difference?” – A Critical Thinking Discussion 

Is there a difference between referring to medical care as “Ambulatory” or 
“Outpatient?” Look both definitions up and make an argument that there is truly a 
difference and why, or that there is no difference and why you feel that way. 
Elaborate on your opinions and thoughts, making sure you back up your opinions 
with references and in-text citations to course readings, lectures or external articles. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 28, 29, 30 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 28 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 29 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 30 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 1 – Chapters 28-30 

Week 2 CPT Ambulatory Overview and Coding for Evaluation and Management 
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Outcomes 1. Identify the main characteristics of coding for evaluation and management 
services. 

2. Discuss the CPT coding guidelines related to evaluation and management 
services. 

3. Abstract information from the medical record and assign codes for evaluation and 
management services. 

Readings Chapter 31 - Evaluation and Management Services 

Lectures • Never, Never, Ever Code from the Alphabetical Index, Remember? I Mean It This 
Time 

• Let’s Talk Evaluation And Management (E/M) And Using Tables To Help 

Discussion “Deeper Understanding of CPT Modifiers” – A Critical Thinking Discussion 

As you learned earlier, modifiers are used in addition to a CPT code to add more 
information on the claim. These modifiers state special circumstances that affect the 
amount the physician will be reimbursed and are used for evaluation and 
management, as well as, procedure codes. 

Modifiers are found in Appendix A in your CPT Code book. Pick one that you feel in 
important or pick one that you feel is unnecessary and discuss its purpose and use. In 
the case of an unnecessary modifier, explain why you think it is not needed and what 
would be the alternative. 

You may have to consult the internet for full definitions of the modifier you chose. Be 
sure to elaborate on what anything you discovered. Back up your opinions 
with references and in-text citations to course readings, lectures or external articles. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 31 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 31 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 2 – Chapter 31 

Week 3 CPT Medicine Procedures and Overview of CPT Surgery Coding 

Outcomes 1. Identify the main characteristics of coding for procedures in the Medicine 

section. 

2. Abstract procedural information from the medical record and assign codes for 

procedures in the Medicine section. 

3. Discuss the basic CPT coding guidelines related to the Medicine section. 

4. Discuss the fundamentals of surgical services and identify the main 

characteristics of coding for procedures in the Surgery section. 
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Readings Chapter 32 - Medicine Procedures 

Chapter 33 - Overview of Surgery Coding 

Lectures • Ambulatory And Outpatient Codes – Why Is There Mention Of Inpatient Settings? 

Discussion “Reviewing Evaluation and Management Coding!” – A Reflective Learning Discussion 

Choose an E/M procedure code, or section from last week that you found particularly 
challenging. Describe the difficulty, and how you finally arrived at the code or traced 
back to the correct code. Be sure to include the steps, in detail, of how you arrived at 
the code starting with the alphabetical index and your cross reference to the tabular 
index. 

Elaborate on any new things you may have discovered. Back up your opinions 
with references and in-text citations to course readings, lectures or external articles. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 32, 33 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 32 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 33 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 3 – Chapters 32-33 

Week 4 Digestive System, Endocrine System, and Integumentary System CPT Coding 

Outcomes 1. Discuss the types of Digestive system, Endocrine System, and Integumentary 
System procedures. 

2. Identify the main characteristics of coding for the Digestive system, Endocrine 
System, and Integumentary System. 

3. Abstract procedural information from the medical record and assign codes for 
Digestive system, Endocrine System, and Integumentary System procedures. 

4. Discuss the CPT coding guidelines related to Digestive system, Endocrine System, 
and Integumentary System 

Readings Chapter 35 - Digestive System Procedures (40490-49999) 
Chapter 36 - Endocrine System Procedures (60000-60699) 
Chapter 37 - Integumentary System Procedures (10030-19499) 

Lectures • Multiple Chapters Again… There’re Numbers Behind Every Chapter, What Gives? 

Discussion “CPT Coding Discussion in Real Time” – An Applied Learning Discussion 

From the 3 major systems we are studying this week (Digestive, Endocrine and 
Integumentary) choose the one you find the most difficult to code and the one you 
find easiest to understand and code. 
Explain why you feel that way and what contributes to the level of ease or difficulty. 



MED175 CPT Procedure Coding 

 Page 6 of 11 

 

 

 

 Give an example of the code(s) and describe the procedure(s). Elaborate on any new 
things you may have discovered. 

Back up your opinions with references and in-text citations to course readings, 
lectures or external articles. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 35, 36, 37 

Graded 

Assignments 

Chapter 35 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 36 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 37 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 4 – Chapters 35-37 

Week 5 Musculoskeletal System, Cardiovascular System, Hemic and Lymphatic Systems, and 
Mediastinum and Diaphragm CPT Coding 

Outcomes 1. Discuss the types of Musculoskeletal System, Cardiovascular System, Hemic and 
Lymphatic Systems, and Mediastinum and Diaphragm procedures. 

2. Identify the main characteristics of coding for the Musculoskeletal System, 
Cardiovascular System, Hemic and Lymphatic Systems, and Mediastinum and 
Diaphragm procedures. 

3. Abstract procedural information from the medical record and assign codes for 
Musculoskeletal System, Cardiovascular System, Hemic and Lymphatic Systems, 
and Mediastinum and Diaphragm procedures. 

4. Discuss the CPT coding guidelines related to Musculoskeletal System, 
Cardiovascular System, Hemic and Lymphatic Systems, and Mediastinum and 
Diaphragm procedures. 

5. Review and evaluate your coding process. 

Readings Chapter 38 - Musculoskeletal System Procedures (20005-29999) 

Chapter 39 - Cardiovascular System Procedures (33010-37799) 

Chapter 40 - Hemic and Lymphatic Systems (38199-38999) and Mediastinum and 
Diaphragm Procedures (39000-39599) 

Lectures • Cardiovascular Coding, A Specialty To Consider 

Discussion “How did I do that?” – A Reflective Learning Discussion 

Choose a procedure from last week that you definitely got wrong. Elaborate on which 
procedure it was and what the correct procedure code should have been. Describe in 
detail where you think you went wrong and why you arrived at the incorrect code. 
Share with your classmates what things should you have done to arrive at the correct 
code, and if what steps you will take next time you code to ensure you are on the right 
track. 
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 Elaborate on any new things you may have discovered and back up your opinions 
with references and in-text citations to course readings, lectures or external articles. 
This can be a learning experience for all. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 38, 39, 40 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 38 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 39 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 40 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 5 – Chapters 38-40 

Week 6 Respiratory System, Nervous System, and Eye and Adnexa CPT Coding 

Outcomes 1. Discuss the types of Respiratory System, Nervous System, and Eye and Adnexa 
procedures. 

2. Identify the main characteristics of coding for the Respiratory System, Nervous 
System, and Eye and Adnexa procedures. 

3. Abstract procedural information from the medical record and assign codes for 
Respiratory System, Nervous System, and Eye and Adnexa procedures. 

4. Discuss the CPT coding guidelines related to Respiratory System, Nervous System, 
and Eye and Adnexa Coding. 

Readings Chapter 41 - Respiratory System Procedures (30000-32999) 
Chapter 42 - Nervous System Procedures (61000-64999) 
Chapter 43 - Eye and Ocular Adnexa Procedures (65091-68899) 

Lectures • The Alphabetical Index Is So Hard! 

Discussion “The Guidelines and Your Understanding” – A Critical Thinking Discussion 

This week we reviewed coding for the Nervous System and Sense Organs. Referring to 
the coding guidelines, what are some key areas to remember or reference? 

Select a procedure from this system and explain what the coding guidelines are when 
coding for the particular procedure you chose. Support your discussion with an 
example and back up your opinions with references and in-text citations to course 
readings, lectures or external articles. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 41, 42, 43 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 41 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 42 Assignment Worksheet 
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 Chapter 43 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 6 – Chapters 41-43 

Week 7 Auditory System and Operating Microscope, Urinary System, Male and Female 

Genital and Reproductive System CPT Coding 

Outcomes 1. Discuss the types of Auditory System and Operating Microscope, Urinary System, 
Male and Female Genital and Reproductive System procedures. 

2. Identify the main characteristics of coding for the Auditory System and Operating 
Microscope, Urinary System, Male and Female Genital and Reproductive System 
procedures. 

3. Abstract procedural information from the medical record and assign codes for 
Respiratory System, Nervous System, and Eye and Adnexa procedures. 

4. Discuss the CPT coding guidelines related to Respiratory System, Nervous System, 
and Eye and Adnexa Coding. 

Readings Chapter 44 - Auditory System (69000-69979) and Operating Microscope Procedures 
(69990) 

Chapter 45 - Urinary (50010-53899), Male Genital System Procedures (54000- 
55899), Reproductive System (55920), and Intersex Surgery (55970-55980) 
Procedures 

Chapter 46 - Female Genital System (56405-58999) and Maternity Care and Delivery 
Procedures (59000-59899) 

Lectures • Let’s Talk About Excision 

Discussion “Reflection on the difficult systems to code” – An Applied Learning Discussion 

Maternity, Pregnancy and Delivery are often difficult to code. For this week's 
discussion, choose one of the aspects of Maternity Care and Delivery, analyze its level 
of difficulty and distinguish why you feel that it is easy or difficult to code. 

Examine what contributes to the level of ease or difficulty and give an example of a 
code that was particularly hard or easy. Be sure to include the code number and 
description. Elaborate on any new things you may have discovered. Back up your 
opinions with references and in-text citations to course readings, lectures or external 
articles. 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 44, 45, 46 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 44 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 45 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 46 Assignment Worksheet 
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Quiz Quiz 7 – Chapters 44-46 

Week 8 Anesthesia, Radiology, Pathology, and Laboratory CPT Coding 

Outcomes 
1. Discuss the types of Anesthesia, Radiology, Pathology and Laboratory procedures. 

2. Identify the main characteristics of coding for the Anesthesia, Radiology, 

Pathology and Laboratory procedures. 

3. Abstract procedural information from the medical record and assign codes for 

Anesthesia, Radiology, Pathology and Laboratory procedures. 

4. Discuss the CPT coding guidelines related to Anesthesia, Radiology, Pathology and 

Laboratory procedures. 

5. Review and evaluate your learning experience in this course. 

Readings Chapter 34 - Anesthesia Procedures (00100-01999) 

Chapter 47 - Radiology Services (70010-79999) 

Chapter 48 - Pathology and Laboratory Services (80047–89398) 

Lectures • Anesthesia Coding… What So Special ? 

Discussion CPT and Ambulatory Coding - A Personal Reflection Assignment 

Write a short statement of 125 to 150 words which completes and explains the 
following sentence. "One of the most important things I learned in this course that I 
can apply in the future to my studies or my career was…" 

Practice 
Assignments 

Self-assessment Coding Practice – Chapter 34, 47, 48 

Graded 
Assignments 

Chapter 34 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 47 Assignment Worksheet 

Chapter 48 Assignment Worksheet 

Quiz Quiz 8 – Chapters 34, 47-48 
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Grading and Evaluation 

Your grades will reflect the way in which you present and support your topics and positions in the 
various learning activities used in this course. The grades will be based on the quality and quantity of 
your comments and responses in the various activities. 

Be sure to review the discussion and assignment rubrics in the course for specific grading criteria. 

The various graded activities are weighted as follows: 
 

Course Element % of Final Grade 

Assignments 30% 

Discussions 40% 

Quizzes 30% 

Interactive Learning Activities 0% 

Total 100% 

 
Students will be expected to meet all the deadlines of the class as indicated throughout the course and 
in the syllabus. This is primarily so we don't get behind in the course. In addition, discussions cannot 
overlap from one week to the next. This is to ensure that all discussions and submissions take place 
within the week they are scheduled in order to be of value to the entire class as well as to help you not 
get behind. If there are extenuating circumstances, you will need to communicate that to the instructor 
and make arrangements accordingly, if appropriate. 

Late Assignments: Exceptions are to be determined by the instructor on a case-by-case basis. There will 
be no opportunities for extra credit. 

 

Learner Success Guidelines 

These guidelines are provided to help you succeed in your coursework: 

• Participate in the class introduction activity on the first day of class. 

• Submit ALL assignments by the posted due dates and times. 

• Check your emails daily. 

• Contact Portal Help for logon problems or Canvas Help for technical issues with Canvas. 

• Participate fully in all threaded discussions. 

• Contact your instructor if you have questions about an assignment or need additional help 

completing your work successfully. 

Academic dishonesty is grounds for dismissal from the program. 
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Academic Policies 

The following Academic Polices can be found in the Student Resource Center. 

• Grading Criteria 

• Reasonable Accommodations Policy 

• Student Attendance Policy 

• Academic Honesty and Integrity Policy 

• Student Engagement and the Granting of Academic Credit 

• Copyright Policy 

Caveat 

The above schedule, content, and procedures in this course are subject to change. All policies are 
superseded by the latest College Catalog available on our website: 
https://www.cambridgecollege.edu/student-rights-complaints-grievances/student-code-conduct 

https://necb.instructure.com/courses/722391
https://www.cambridgecollege.edu/student-rights-complaints-grievances/student-code-conduct
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