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FNCE350: Fundamentals of Finance I

College of Graduate and Continuing Studies, Norwich University

Course Description

This course introduces students to various techniques of investing and the theories, methods and procedures used
to understand current complex investment/finance environments. Students will explore the major financial
markets, the concept of risk in financial markets, government agency regulations (including those from the
Federal Reserve Bank and Securities Exchange Commission), and portfolio management theories. Basic usage
of Microsoft Word and Excel is needed for this course. (3 credits)

Course Outcomes

At the end of this course, students will be able to:

Evaluate how financial markets and institutions fit in to the economy.
Articulate the function of major financial markets-bond markets, equity markets, derivatives, and their
financial instruments.
Analyze the impact of investment strategies on securities returns and further the extent to reduce risk in
financial markets.
Apply the regulations and objectives of government agencies such as Fed (Federal Reserve Bank) and
SEC (Securities and Exchange Commission) among others.
Apply current modern portfolio theories and their applications to portfolio management.

Weekly Outline

Every week has a prescribed checklist of activities required to successfully complete the lesson. Follow this
checklist, in the specified order, to complete each lesson.

Week Topic Requirements

Week 01 Investment Process Discussion, Quiz, MarketWatch Practice

Week 02 Securities Markets Discussion, Quiz, MarketWatch Practice

Week 03 Security Transactions Discussion, Quiz, MarketWatch Practice

Week 04 Risk and Return Discussion, Quiz, MarketWatch Practice

Week 05 Portfolio Analysis Discussion, Quiz, Portfolio Analysis Practice, MarketWatch Practice

Week 06 Stock Market Discussion, Quiz, MarketWatch Practice, Term Project 01

Week 07 Bond Market Discussion, Quiz, MarketWatch Practice, Term Project 02

Week 08 Mutual Funds Discussion, Final Exam

Required Textbooks
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Textbooks required for this course include:

Smart, S. Gitman, L., & Joehnk, M. (2017). Fundamentals of Investing (13th ed.). Upper Saddle River,
NJ: Pearson Education. Digital ISBN: 9780134083742

*See the Required Readings page for additional weekly course readings.

Course Components

This is a very fast-paced class. Your regular participation is essential to you passing this course. This includes
participating in the weekly discussions, and timely submissions of your written projects. Every week, you should
follow this format:

Complete your assigned readings
Review the presentations for the week
Participate in the MarketWatch Simulation exercises
Start engaging in the discussion forum
Complete your quiz at the end of the week

Quizzes

The class includes seven quizzes that cover the concepts from your textbook readings. There will be 15-30
questions per quiz. The quizzes are timed (one hour). You are only allowed to take the quiz one time. The quiz
will auto-submit at the end of the time limit even if you are not finished. A clock will show your remaining time
in the upper left block and feedback will be provided after your quiz is submitted. When you are finished with
each question, click Next. Check in the upper left to make sure you have answered all the questions or perform
any review of questions. Submit your quiz using the Submit All and Finish button.

Term Projects

There will be two projects given throughout the eight weeks of our class. Throughout the course, you will be
provided with un-graded preparation assignments that will help you build your final projects. For each project,
you will provide a calculated data Excel spreadsheet with assigned graphs in addition to your written analysis.
Specific requirements will be included in your project instructions within the weekly modules.

Grades

The following table shows the graded assessment types contained within this course and the assigned weighting
to determine the final course grade.

Graded Assessment Types Points Weights (%)

Discussions (8 at 30 points each) 240 24%

Quizzes (7 at 20 points each) 140 14%

Term Projects 01- Trade Practices 200 20%

Term Project 02 - Portfolio Diversification Analysis 100 10%

Final Exam 320 32%

Total 1000 100%

https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=219332
https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/assign/view.php?id=176037
https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/quiz/view.php?id=176054
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Letter grades for the course will be based on the following grading scale:

Letter Grade Percentage Grade Point

A 93-100% 4.0

A - 90-92.9% 3.7

B + 87-89.9% 3.3

B 83-86.9% 3.0

B - 80-82.9% 2.7

C + 77-79.9% 2.3

C 75-76.9% 2.0

C - 73-74.9% 1.7

D + 70-72.9% 1.3

D 67-69.9% 1.0

D- 63-66.9% 0.7

F 0-62.9% 0.0

For complete information on the Grading Policy, please refer to the CGCS Online Catalog.

Discussion Groups

Before submitting your first discussion post, please review the Grading Guidelines and Rubrics for more
information about what is expected in regard to discussion postings and online etiquette.

Late Work

It is important that writing assignments and discussion posts be completed on time. Extensions of deadlines will
be given only for serious extenuating circumstances. In the absence of such extensions, assignments may be
downgraded for lateness at the discretion of the instructor. You must contact your instructor ahead of time to
request an extension.

Academic Honesty and the Norwich University Honor Code

A student must submit work that represents the student's own original analysis and writing. Copying another's
work is not appropriate. If the student relies on the research or writing of others, the student must cite those
sources. Words or ideas that require citations include, but are not limited to all hardcopy or electronic
publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such
communication clearly originates from an identifiable source. While students are encouraged to seek editing
feedback, extensive revisions of one's work by another person is considered a lack of academic honesty, as it is
representing another student's work as one's own.

For more information see:

Academic Dishonesty 
Academic Integrity 

http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/grades/#gradesandgradepoints
https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=248247
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/acaddishonesty/#academicdishonestypolicy
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/acaddishonesty/#academicintegritypolicy
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Norwich University Honor Code

Copyright Notice

The content of this seminar contains material used in compliance with the U.S. Copyright Law, including the
TEACH Act and principles of "fair use." Materials may not be downloaded, saved, revised, copied, printed or
distributed without permission other than as specified to complete seminar assignments. Use of these materials is
limited to class members for the duration of the seminar only.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973/ADA

Please consult Appendix H: University Policy - Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973/Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) for instructions on obtaining an accommodation.

Disclaimer: Please note the specifics of this Course Syllabus are subject to change. Students are responsible for
abiding by any such changes. Your instructor will notify you of any changes.

Copyright ©Norwich University 2018

http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/acaddishonesty/#honorcode
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/ada/

