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POLS318: International Terrorism

College of Graduate and Continuing Studies, Norwich University

Course Description

This course addresses the effects of a variety of forms of sub-state violence on world affairs. Topics include
sources of terrorism, its major activities and characteristics, the problems it poses for global peace and stability,
legal implications of international terrorism, responses to terrorism by countries and international organizations,
and strategies and processes of combating terrorism itself as well as combating terrorist organization financing.
The course evaluates the impact counter-terrorism strategies and processes may have on other issues, such as
human rights and privacy. The course makes ample use of video (principally mini-lectures and documentaries)
available on the internet. (3 credits)

Pre-requisites: none.

Framework

Since September 11, 2001, the events of that day have continued to cause fear and anxiety among many. The
media's mischaracterization of acts of terror causes governments, international governmental organizations, law
enforcement agencies, and intelligence activities to incorrectly identify horrifying attacks as act of terrorism. For
example, the October 1, 2017, shooting on a crowd at a musical festival in Las Vegas, Nevada, while terrifying,
was not an act of terrorism. Throughout the course, we will examine the causes and motivations of terrorism, the
challenges of the international community in dealing with terrorism, and how terrorists of the 21st Century are
different from their predecessors.  

Course Outcomes

At the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Identify the principal element required for an act to be categorized as terrorism.
2. Explain the difference between terrorist attacks and terrorism used in an insurgency.
3. Examine the general theories about the "causes" and motivations of terrorism.
4. Analyze the strategies and general tactics of terrorist organizations.
5. Examine international law as it relates to terrorism and the legal mechanisms through which alleged

terrorists are prosecuted and, if found guilty, punished. Identify the many ways that terrorists use the
internet.

6. Analyze the effects of media coverage of terrorist attacks.
7.  Write, research and cite your work at a college level.
8. Examine the phenomenon of state sponsored terrorism and the reasons why very few states will sponsor

terrorism.
9. Examine United States policy toward designated state sponsors.

To achieve these objectives, Norwich provides a collaborative learning environment that requires and depends
on interaction among students in the discussion forums. Textual dialogue online is comparable to the verbal
face-to-face interaction in the classroom. 

Expectations 
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This is a three (3) credit course and you should commit time to the readings, assignments, and classroom
discussions. You are expected to be actively engaged throughout this course.  This means you will participate in
the course activities, such as reading the course material, viewing presentations, completing all exercises and
actively participating in all required discussions. To successfully complete the course you must participate in all
required course activities each week.

You can expect that your instructor will also be actively engaged in this course.  Your instructor will facilitate all
discussions, prompt deeper thinking and application through additional questions, and give feedback to either
you or the entire class.  This is a collegiate level engagement. It is not a transfer of knowledge, it is a guide for
you to gain knowledge through the research, formulating an argument, debate, and supporting your conclusions
with credible sources of facts.

Required Textbooks and Readings

The following textbooks are required for this course:

Habek, M. (2007). Knowing the enemy: Jihadist ideology and the war on terror. Yale University Press.
(Print ISBN: 978-0-300-122-572)
Martin, G. (2019). Essentials of terrorism: Concepts and controversies (5th edition). Sage
Publications. 

 (Print ISBN-13: 978-1-544-342-931)
Taha, Abir (2014). Defining Terrorism: The End of the Double Standard. Arktos Media LTD. 

 (Print ISBN-13: 978-1-907166-839) 

Discussions 

Your first post should be substantive (approximately 200-300 words) and it should be made by Wednesday at
the latest. It should be a comprehensive answer to the question using your own experience, if appropriate, and,
very importantly, it should refer to the readings of that week, using correct citations. Your second two response
posts are to your fellow group members and all of my follow-up questions. One line responses such as, "I agree
with your point," or short responses such as “Good point,” or, “I agree with you,” are not sufficient. Your
response posts should be substantive (200-300 words) –ask questions, point out additional thoughts, etc, and
have inline citations from the weekly reading assignments to support your comments. Disagreement and critical
feedback are part of an academic classroom, as is respect for the diversity of opinion. For more information
about what is expected in regard to discussion postings, please review the Weekly Discussion Rubric and
Discussion Guidelines in the Resource area of this classroom.

The quality of your posts and those of your fellow students will create a lively discussion and ensure that a high
level of learning occurs. You are expected to contribute at least six posts, the first two to the weekly questions
(one each), and two responses to your fellow classmates for each question, plus full responses to all of
follow-up questions posed by the instructor. Your initial responses to the weekly questions should be posted
no later than Wednesday. Please do not cut yourself short by believing that saying a little in an academic setting
is worth a lot! The most important point to remember in this academic environment, CITE YOUR WORK! 
Encyclopedias and dictionaries are not appropriate sources for college level work and cannot be used in
the course. Sources such as Wikipedia, About.com, blogs, and other nonacademic websites are not
acceptable sources and cannot be used.

For more information about what is expected in regard to Discussion Forum postings, please review the Grading
Guidelines and Rubrics.

Late Work

https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=248325


3/19/2021

3/5

It is important that writing assignments and discussion posts be completed on time. Extensions of deadlines will
be given only for serious extenuating circumstances. In the absence of such extensions, assignments may be
downgraded for lateness at the discretion of the instructor.

Grades

You will be provided a weekly commentary/lecture and have required readings and discussion assignments.
There will be a number of written assignments and exercises. A total of 1000 points are available in the course
distributed across the components listed below, with both points and percent of final grade indicated.

As a student in this course, you have a number of responsibilities that will affect the level of learning you
achieve. These responsibilities include: 1) working actively to create a challenging and useful learning
experience for yourself, your discussion group and the class as a whole; 2) encouraging and supporting the
learning of each member of the class; 3) preparing and participating fully in discussions as well as group and/or
class activities; and 4) completing all assigned work on time or making prior arrangements if an absence of late
submission is unavailable.

The following table shows the graded assessment types contained within this course and the assigned weighting
to determine the final course grade.

Graded Assessment Types Points Weights
(%)

Weekly Discussions (8 at 40 points each) 320 32%

Week 2 Essay: Why do terrorists deliberately target "innocent" people? 140 14%

Week 5 Essay: Option 1: Evaluating the shortcomings of international law on terrorism;
Option 2: What are the pros and cons of reducing the role of the military in counter-
terrorism?

140 14%

Week 8 Research Paper: Topic to be selected by student, with approval of the instructor. 400 40%

Each essay should be 4-5 full pages double-spaced. Essays requires a minimum of 5 credible resources,
primarily academic articles from the NU online databases and books. No credit is given for media sources,
blogs, unattributed/undated internet documents, or online resources such as Wikipedia.

The research paper should be 13-16 pages, double-spaced. The paper requires a minimum of 12 credible
resources, primarily academic articles from the NU online databases and books. No credit is given for media
sources, blogs, unattributed/undated internet documents, or online resources such as Wikipedia. Assigned
readings can be used but do not count toward the minimum of 12 resources.

The essays and the research paper must be submitted by the established deadlines. Points will be deducted in
instances of late submission.

Letter grades for the course will be based on the following grading scale.

Letter
Grade Percentage Grade

Point

A 93-100% 4.0

A - 90-92.9% 3.7

B + 87-89.9% 3.3

https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=221338
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B 83-86.9% 3.0

B - 80-82.9% 2.7

C + 77-79.9% 2.3

C 75-76.9% 2.0

C - 73-74.9% 1.7

D + 70-72.9% 1.3

D 67-69.9% 1.0

D- 63-66.9% 0.7

F 0-62.9% 0.0

For complete information on the Grading Policy for Bachelor Degree students, please refer to the CGCS Online
Catalog (Sub-Section of Catalog on "Grades.")

Students are expected to maintain a grade point average of a minimum of 2.0 to remain in good academic
standing.

All writing for this seminar must follow the APA writing style. All writing for this seminar must follow APA
guidelines for formatting and citation, which can be found at The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) (opens in
new window). Grading rubrics for assignments and discussions are provided from the Grading Guidelines and
Rubrics link.

Academic Honesty and the Norwich University Honor Code

A student must submit work that represents the student's own original analysis and writing. Copying another's
work is not appropriate. If the student relies on the research or writing of others, the student must cite those
sources. Words or ideas that require citations include, but are not limited to all hardcopy or electronic
publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such
communication clearly originates from an identifiable source. While students are encouraged to seek editing
feedback, extensive revisions of one's work by another person is considered a lack of academic honesty, as it is
representing another student's work as one's own.

For more information see:

Academic Dishonesty 
 Academic Integrity 

 Norwich University Honor Code

Copyright Notice

The content of this seminar contains material used in compliance with the U.S. Copyright Law, including the
TEACH Act and principles of "fair use." Materials may not be downloaded, saved, revised, copied, printed or
distributed without permission other than as specified to complete seminar assignments. Use of these materials is
limited to class members for the duration of the seminar only.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973/ADA

Please consult Appendix H: University Policy - Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973/Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) for instructions on obtaining an accommodation.

http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/grades/#bachelorsdegree-completionstudents
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
https://myonline.norwich.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=248325
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/acaddishonesty/#academicdishonestypolicy
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/acaddishonesty/#academicintegritypolicy
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/acaddishonesty/#honorcode
http://catalog.norwich.edu/onlineprogramscatalog/academicpolicies/ada/
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Disclaimer: Please note the specifics of this Course Syllabus are subject to change. Students are responsible for
abiding by any such changes. Your instructor will notify you of any changes.

Copyright © Norwich University 2016


