
 Modern East Asian History: Syllabus 1 

 
  Ohio Christian University 

1476 Lancaster Pike 
Circleville, OH  43113 
Telephone:  740.477.7700 
Fax:  740.477.7854 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Modern East Asian History 
 

HIS3300 Online 
 

Syllabus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright 2017 Ohio Christian University. All rights reserved. 
No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 

including photocopying, or by any information storage or retrieval system 
without the prior written permission of Ohio Christian University 

unless such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law. 
 

Address inquiries to: 
College of Adult and Graduate Studies,  

Ohio Christian University, 1476 Lancaster Pike, Circleville, OH  43113 



 Modern East Asian History: Syllabus 2 

Modern East Asian History 
HIS3300 

 
Syllabus 

 
Course Description .................................................................................................................. 3 
Course Objectives ..................................................................................................................... 3 
Course Overview ..................................................................................................................... 3 
Course Assessment .................................................................................................................. 4 
Due Dates and Late Penalties ................................................................................................. 6 

Adult Learner Motivations ..................................................................................................... 6 
Assignment Rubrics ................................................................................................................. 8 

Discussion Rubric ................................................................................................................ 8 
Final Essay Rubric .............................................................................................................. 10 

Course Materials .................................................................................................................... 11 
Student Expectations ............................................................................................................. 13 
Facilitator Expectations ......................................................................................................... 14 
Important Policies and Notices ............................................................................................ 14 



 Modern East Asian History: Syllabus 3 

Course Description 
This course is an advanced survey of the history of modern China, Japan, Vietnam, and 
Korea that covers the significant events, ideas, people, and movements from the 
beginning of the Qing Dynasty of China (1664 A.D.) to the present. 
 
Course Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

• Describe the major events and eras of modern East Asian history;  

• Assess the impact of East Asia on the Modern world; 

• Discuss the role religion has played in modern East Asia; 

• Compare and Contrast Western and Eastern economic and political 
development. 

 
Course Overview 
History is the discipline that takes data from the past and shapes the stories that are told 
about the past in order to bring meaning to the present.  The history of East Asia is of 
great importance due to the influence of China, Korea, and Japan on the modern world.  
East Asia’s history is deeply intertwined and has been for nearly 2,000 years. The 
written language of the region shares an ancestry with Chinese, while the political 
structures and Confucian ethical philosophy are shared traditions, but were also birthed 
in China.  The twentieth century separated the nations and re-ordered the traditional 
China-centered power configuration, but a shift toward traditional power relationships 
started to occur as early as the 1980s and has accelerated ever since.   In the early 
twenty-first century China is arguably the most powerful economic power on the 
planet, with the world’s largest population, and a growing military presence.  South 
Korea and Japan are world economic powers of their own and while they are not as 
economically powerful as China they compete on the international stage with nations 
many times their size or populations.   
 
The texts are intended to provide the student with a broad overview of the history of 
East Asia with opportunities to delve into particular episodes so as to gain areas of 
depth as well as breadth.  The text by Ebrey, Walthall, and Palais provides a basic 
structure of the history of the modern era on which to build.  Jonathan Spence’s work 
on Hong Xiuquan informs the reader of the weaknesses of mid-nineteenth century 
China and the hopes and fears of its people.  Various academic articles allow the reader 
to alight from the grand view of Asian history and focus on specific events, concepts, or 
people. 
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Course Assessment 
 

Assessment Type Value 

Meditations 
Weeks 1-5 Meditation 

5 points each 
25 points total 

Discussions 
 
Week 1 

• First Opium War Discussion 

• 19th Century Korean Discussion 

• China’s Political Decline and Japan’s Rise Discussion 

• Western Organizations Discussion 
 
Week 2 

• China in the 1830s and 1840s Discussion 

• Review Questions Discussion 

• Taiping Beliefs vs. Standard Christianity Discussion 

• Taiping Success Discussion 
 
Week 3 

• Industrial Development Discussion 

• China, Korea, and Japan Discussion 

• Japan’s Success Discussion 
 
Week 4 

• Zedong & Sung’s Style of Communism Discussion 

• Post-World War II Political Discussion 

• Post-World War II Economic Discussion 
 
Week 5 

• Week Five Reading Discussion 

• Period of Time Discussion 
 

 
20 points each 
320 points total 

God’s Chinese Son Essay 155 points 

Wiki #1 25 points 

Article Review #1 100 points 

Wiki #2 25 points 

Wiki #3 25 points 

Wiki #4 25 points 

Article Review #2 100 points 

Research Essay 200 points 

  

Total 1000 points 
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Percentile Points Letter Grade 

94-100% 940-1000                  A 

91-93% 910-939 A- 

88-90% 880-909 B+ 

84-87% 840-879                  B 

81-83% 810-839                  B- 

78-80% 780-809 C+ 

74-77% 740-779                  C 

71-73% 710-739 C- 

68-70% 680-709  D+ 

64-67% 640-679                  D 

61-63% 610-639 D- 

60% and below 0-609                  F 
 
To receive an "A" (EXCEPTIONAL) the student 

• constantly exceeds minimum requirements 

• is always prompt and thorough with assignments 

• uses outside research for self-evaluation 

• integrates learning with life goals 
To receive a "B" (EXCELLENT) the student 

• frequently exceeds minimum requirements 

• is always prompt with assignments and is generally thorough 

• is eager to profit from instructor's evaluation 

• integrates learning with peer values and relationships 
To receive a "C" (ACCEPTABLE) the student 

• usually meets minimum requirements 

• completes assignments reasonably well 

• is willing to respond to evaluation 

• integrates learning with course requirements 
To receive a "D" (MARGINAL) the student 

• occasionally meets minimum requirements 

• sometimes does not complete assignments or does them inaccurately 

• is slow to improve under instruction 

• integrates learning only to avoid failure 
To receive an “F” (UNACCEPTABLE) the student 

• rarely meets minimum requirements 

• usually does not complete assignments or does them inaccurately 

• ignores or resists instruction 
• is unable to integrate learning 
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Due Dates and Late Penalties    
 
Due Dates 
All submitted assignments are due the last day of each school week; therefore, a 
Tuesday to Monday school week would require all submitted assignments to be due by 
midnight of each Monday. 
 
All initial posts within the Discussion forums are due the fourth day (see Discussions 
rubric for details), but students are encouraged to post sooner. This is in order to ensure 
quality interaction throughout the week. 
 
Late Penalties 
Assignments submitted within 24 hours past the due date will have a 10% late penalty 
of the final assignment grade.  
 
Assignments submitted within 48 hours past the due date will have a 20% late penalty 
of the final assignment grade. 
 
Assignments submitted between 3-7 days late will receive a 50% late penalty of the final 
assignment grade. 
 
Assignments submitted beyond seven days past the due date are not accepted. 
 
 
Adult Learner Motivations 
There are summaries for each objective that start with an overview of a particular 
objective, followed by an experiential learning activity. Every weekly objective will 
have a learning activity that ensures you successfully fulfill that objective.  
 
The goal of the adult learner is to find relevance in the learning activity on a personal 
level. The original four comparative assumptions differentiating pedagogy (teaching 
children) and andragogy (teaching adults) developed and published by Knowles (1980) 
are as follows: 

 

⎯ Adult learners have an intrinsic need to be self-directed, limiting dependency to 
specific situations. 

⎯ Adult learners learn more effectively when connecting learning with the 
resources of their own experiences, such as discussions, case studies, simulations, 
and field experience. 

⎯ Adult learners experience the need for learning based on experiences that 
identify the gaps in their knowledge and ability to handle social roles. 
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⎯ Adult learners have the need to experience learning as a competency that is 
immediately applicable. 
 

As a result, Knowles notes that “their orientation toward learning shifts from one of 
subject-centeredness to one of performance-centeredness” (1980, p. 45). 
 
Knowles, M. (1980). The modern practice of adult education: From pedagogy to andragogy. Englewood 

Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

 
The curriculum developed at Ohio Christian University for the online platform used 
adult learning theory as the guiding principles to ensure that you will have an effective 
and relevant education. 
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Assignment Rubrics 

Discussion Rubric 

 
Discussions promote enhanced comprehension and critical thinking. Your 
satisfaction and the overall quality of the class are highly dependent on the 
interactions arising from discussions. 
 
It is very helpful to your fellow students to include the previous statement when 
responding in the discussion forums; however, it is important to copy and paste 
only the piece of the message to which you are responding to clarify the context 
and to avoid the need to scroll though long messages.  
 
Only interactions that include quality analysis and development of the topic 
within the time allotted count towards the grade. Disagreement is permitted, but 
must done with complete respect and recognition of the other opinion. It is 
always the best scenario to provide textbook and/or articles to support your 
statements. It should be noted that faculty in higher level courses may require it.  
 

 
  

This is essentially what is happening when students do not respond to questions 
that the facilitator or other students ask them in the discussions! Try and keep 
this image in mind as you engage with other students. 
 
See the Discussion rubric for more details about expectations. 
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Discussion Rubric 

Initial Post: 10 points total 

10-9 points 8 points 7-6 points 5-0 points 

Initial responses are 
posted no later than the 
fourth day of each week. 

Initial responses are 
posted no later than the 
fifth day of each week. 

Initial responses are 
posted no later than the 
sixth day of each week. 

Initial responses are 
posted no later than the 
last day of each week. 

The following actions are considered substantive for initial posts: 

 
1. The response was well researched and involved thoughtful, detailed analysis. 
2. While there may be some mechanical errors, the writing is professional. 
3. Definitions and terms from the reading assigned were applied in the post. 
4. The post should contain 200-300 words. 
5. Proper grammar, spelling, punctuation, and standard English are used. 
6. Resources are provided to support your opinions and may be required by a facilitator. 

 

Interaction Posts: 10 points total 

10-9 points 8 points 7-6 points 5-0 points 

There are at least two 
substantive interactions 

with other students 
posted on separate days. 

There is at least one 
substantive interaction 

with other students. 

There is no substantive 
interaction with other 

students. 

There is no interaction 
with other students. 

 

The following actions are considered substantive for interaction posts: 

 
1. The post should contain 50-150 words. 
2. Proper grammar, spelling, punctuation, and standard English are used. 
3. At least one of these options was clearly used in the interaction. 

 
a. A question that is probing. 
b. An insight gained from reading a post. 
c. An opinion on the conversation that is substantiated with an outside resource. 
d. A personal experience that validates or disagrees with statement posted. 
e. Submit a suggestion that assists a colleague. 
f. An expansion on the post with more details about the subject matter. 
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Final Essay Rubric 

 

Superior Essay (A/A-) 

Thesis Easily identifiable, plausible, sophisticated, insightful, vividly clear. 

Structure Paragraphs within the body of the essay are logical and appropriate for the thesis.  
Excellent transitions from point to point. 

Evidence Information from course texts are used to buttress every point with at least one 
example.  Examples support the thesis and are appropriate for the paragraph.   

Analysis Author clearly relates evidence to thesis.  Analysis is fresh and poses new ways to look 
at the material. Ideas flow logically and the argument is reasonable and sound.  
Counter-arguments are acknowledged and, where possible, refuted. 

Mechanics Sentence structure, grammar, and diction are excellent.  Author uses correct use of 
punctuation and there are minimal spelling errors. 

Good Essay (B+/B/B-) 

Thesis Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality. 

Structure Paragraphs within the body of the essay are generally, but not always logical and 
appropriate for the thesis.  Excellent transitions from point to point. 

Evidence Information from course texts are used to buttress most points with at least one 
example.  Examples usually support the thesis and are usually appropriate for the 
paragraph. 

Analysis Author often relates evidence to thesis, though links are not always clear. Argument of 
paper is clear and usually flows logically and makes sense.  Some evidence that 
counter-arguments are acknowledged, though not perhaps addressed. 

Mechanics Sentence structure, grammar, and diction are very good, despite occasional lapses.  
Author mostly uses correct punctuation and there are only minor spelling errors. 

Average Essay (C+/C/C-) 

Thesis May be unclear (contains many vague terms) or appears to offer little around which to 
structure the essay. 

Structure Paragraphs are generally unclear and the author wanders or jumps around.  There are 
few or weak transitions between paragraphs. 

Evidence Evidence is used to support only some of the author’s points or the evidence used is 
often inappropriate. 

Analysis Author does not take analyze the situation described in the essay in any real depth, 
perhaps providing a quote or a mention, but leaves much of the conclusions to the 
reader.   Logic may be unclear or contradictory and the author does not really address 
counter arguments. 

Mechanics There are several problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction. 

Poor Essay (D+/D/D-) 

Thesis Difficult to identify or author may simply use an obvious statement/truism rather than 
craft a true thesis. 

Structure Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent.  Transitions are confusing or 
unclear. 

Evidence Very few or weak examples. General failure to support statements. 

Analysis Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument.  May be no identifiable 
argument or no evidence to relate to the any point.  Ideas do not flow at all and no 
effort to grasp alternative views. 

Mechanics There are severe problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction. 

Failing Essay 

The essay shows obvious lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment; very hard to understand owing to major 
problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis.  Has no identifiable thesis or the thesis is unsupportable. 
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Course Materials   
 
Patricia B. Ebrey, Anne Walthall, and James Palais.  Modern East Asia: A Cultural, Social, 
and Political History, Vol. 2: From 1600.  New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  Second 
Edition. 
   
Jonathan D. Spence. God’s Chinese Son: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan.  
New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1996. ISBN: 0-393-31556-8. 
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Student Expectations 
 

• Submit assignments on time. Discuss alternatives with your facilitator before the 
due date if it is known that the assignment cannot be submitted on time. 

• Plagiarism is absolutely not permitted. All instances of plagiarism will be 
reported to the Program Director.  
 

⎯ For a student’s first offense, he or she will receive a zero grade on the 
assignment that was plagiarized.  

⎯ For the second offense, the student will fail the course.  

⎯ For the third offense, the student will be dismissed from Ohio Christian 
University.  

⎯ A student who has been dismissed for academic reasons may petition for 
re-admission after six months.  
 

As a general guideline, plagiarism is defined by Lucas (2011) as “to present 
another person’s language or ideas as your own.” He describes three types of 
plagiarism: global plagiarism, stealing a speech [or a paper] entirely from a 
single source and passing it off as your own; patchwork plagiarism, stealing 
ideas or language from two or three sources and passing them off as your own; 
and incremental plagiarism, failing to give credit for particular parts of a speech 
[or a paper] that are borrowed from other people (Lucas 2011). All definitions of 
plagiarism are taken from The Art of Public Speaking, 2011, by Stephen E. Lucas, 
McGraw-Hill, p. 37-38. 

• Read your posts aloud to ensure that your intended message is conveyed. If a 
posting upsets you, do not immediately respond. Always think through 
responses to ensure professional dialogue. Disrespect, sarcasm, and rudeness in 
discussion forums will not be tolerated. 

• Disagreement with a facilitator should be handled privately and respectfully. If it 
is felt that the facilitator is not being responsive or respectful, it is important to 
contact the Director of Online Education immediately. 

• Participation is determined by activity in course discussions and submitted 
assignments according to the absence standards below. Please note that an 
absence is defined as a complete lack of involvement in discussions and 
submitted exercises. 
 

⎯ No absences are permitted for a course running three weeks or less. 

⎯ One absence is permitted for a course running four weeks or more, 
although two absences still results in a withdrawal. 
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Facilitator Expectations 
 

• Instructor will respond to forum postings daily. 

• Instructor will be available by phone and email to address any student inquiries. 
Responses to voicemail and email inquiries will occur within 24 hours unless 
otherwise notified via Announcements. 

• Instructor will be engaged in the discussion forum throughout the week. 

• Instructor will provide meaningful feedback for all drop box submissions. 

• Instructor will provide track changes and the rubric indicating what was earned 
for all papers. 

• All instances of plagiarism must be reported to the Director of the Program with 
the plagiarized piece and the artifact demonstrating that it is plagiarized. 

• Weekly grades and feedback for assignments submitted on time will be returned 
within 5-7 days of the due date. 

• The Final Grade for the course will be provided to the registrar within 14 days of 
the course’s last day.  

 
Important Policies and Notices  
 
OCU is fully ADA/504 & Title IX compliant. More information may be obtained from 

http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-institutional-information 

ADA/504 Accommodations Policy 

Ohio Christian University is committed to its entire student body, including those who 

need accommodation for disabilities. The 504 Compliance Officer is responsible for 

coordinating OCU’s efforts in complying with applicable Federal and State laws and 

regulations, including the University’s duty to address any inquiries or complaints 

regarding discrimination or denial of equal access. Information and forms may be 

located via the following URL: http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-

institutional-information/disability-services 

Title IX Policy for Sex Discrimination, Sexual Harassment, Sexual Assault, Sexual 

Violence, Stalking, and Domestic/Dating Violence Complaints 

Ohio Christian University admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin 

to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or made 

available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

sex, national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions 

policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic or other school administered 

programs. In conformity with the pertinent requirements of Title IX of the Education 

Amendment of 1972 enacted by the United States Congress, Ohio Christian University 

http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-institutional-information
http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-institutional-information
http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-institutional-information/disability-services
http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-institutional-information/disability-services
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does not within the context of its religious principles, heritage, mission or goals 

discriminate on the basis of sex in the area of employment, admission, educational 

programs or other activities. Additional information and contact information for the 

Title IX Coordinator are available via the following URL: 

http://www.ohiochristian.edu/about-ocu/general-institutional-information/title-ix 
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