
BIBL 4523-91, Senior Bible Seminar: Christ and His World
Dr. Kooi, Professor of Theology

2021 SPRING, ONLINE

Oklahoma Christian University is a higher learning community 
that transforms lives for Christian faith, scholarship, and service.

  Contact Information
Email: chip.kooi@oc.edu
Dr. Kooi’s office hours policy and complete contact information are posted on the class Blackboard.

Course Description

Christ and His World: Senior Bible Seminar will serve as the capstone for the core Bible classes at
Oklahoma Christian by exploring the Christian worldview in relation to other views that students will
encounter.  It will be a small, discussion-oriented course aimed at helping students understand
Christian ways of thinking and acting.  While the intent is not for this to be an exhaustive survey,
students will explore philosophical, religious and ethical ideas from Christian and non-Christian
sources as an aid to understanding how Christians can think and act consistently in the world,
especially in relation to those who are from different belief-systems or backgrounds.

Senior Bible Capstone and the OC Mission

A significant element of the OC Mission is that you, our (soon-to-be) graduates, will be “global
thinkers.”  Some of you have traveled internationally, some of you have not.  Thought I would love to
take you on an extended international learning experience, that is probably impossible at this stage.  The
next best thing is to expose you to a few of the most significant ideas and intellectual movements –
including religious systems – that have shaped both Western and non-Western societies over the
centuries, and to help you acquire the intellectual skills to engage with them.  Part of that process must
be to help you understand yourselves – who you are has been shaped by intellectual streams of which
you are only beginning to become aware.  Who you are dictates how you think.  You will be unable to
engage fairly with other streams of thought if you are unaware of your own intellectual tradition or
stream of thought.

Further, your faith – of whatever form it takes at this point in your life – will always be vulnerable if
you have not examined it critically.  Strong faith is admirable, but “strong faith” is radically different
from “unexamined prejudice.”  The latter, when challenged (and your faith will be challenged), will
either crumble to dust or resort to belligerence and bullying, refusing to be challenged for fear that it
cannot survive one.

I hope and pray that this class will bring you to the point that you can search for truth without fear. 
As 1 John 4:18 says, “Perfect love casts out fear.”  To know God is to know love (“God is love” – 1 John
4:8).  The more we know God, therefore, the less we will fear – fear of others who are different than you
or who believe differently, or fear of intellectual challenges. 
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Teaching Philosophy

I am a Professor of Theology and Church History.  It is important for you to understand what I think
that means.  Primarily, it means that I am not your “teacher.”  Your learning is YOUR responsibility, not
mine.  As a professor, I profess, and thus attempt to lead you into the “deep waters” of our intellectual
traditions, both Western and Eastern, modern, post-modern, pre-modern, and even ancient.  What you
get from it is completely up to you.  In the final analysis, you will be self-taught, if you have learned
anything at all.

I am, therefore, a professor of the marvelous resources of philosophical and religious intellectual
traditions.  I open up the resources to you; we must dialog about them in order to probe their depths, in
order to embody them sufficiently that they can become part of you – constant companions in your own
journey toward truth and God.  As one who professes, I am also still a learner, still on the journey.  May
we be blessed as we walk together for this time.

A final note: St. Augustine said that the most important
qualification for being a student is humility.  One who assumes that
she or he knows “enough” will not learn or be a student, but will be
one who is jumping through various hoops hoping to become
credentialed.  The “learning” becomes for that person merely an
annoyance one must conquer in order to reach the intended goal of
credentials.

If this description fits you (and ultimately YOU must decide),
my suspicion is that you will not learn much, and both of us will
be frustrated (and yes, in the end, I will judge you!  Academically,
of course, and not morally).  Thus, here I offer my encouragement
toward self-critique and examination, and for you to take seriously
the idea that, by virtue of your intellectual achievements, you are being called to a pursuit of truth.  My
hope is that this class will serve – not as a final consummation of the journey in which you are handed
all the right answers –  as a launching pad for that journey.  

 In the Classroom
Your job in the classroom is to participate and to take sufficient notes on the lectures and conversations
so that you will be able to write your exam essays adequately.  See below for details on each of these.

Course Objectives

1. Students will have given back to the community through at least six hours of service, and will have
reflected on that experience in light of her/his development and articulation of a worldview; OR
(due to the COVID-19 pandemic) will complete the replacement exercise.

2. The student can discuss and demonstrate understanding of some key philosophical classics.
3. The student can demonstrate an understanding and implications of the incarnation of Jesus Christ,

and his death and resurrection.
4. The student can demonstrate understanding of the biblical role for the church in God’s plan to

recapture the world for Godself.
5. The student can demonstrate understanding of the shifts in western culture which have replaced the

role of “Christendom” in society with the view of secular liberal democracy.  He/She can also
describe what impact this shift has had on both Christianity and on the intellectual environment.

Detail from Landscape with St
Augustine and the Mystery, by

Gaspard Dughet, 1651-53, Galleria
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Required text:

• Newbigin, Lesslie.  Proper Confidence: Faith, Doubt, and Certainty in Christian Discipleship.  Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.  (“PC” in Course Calendar below.)

• Additional readings are provided digitally and are posted in the course Blackboard.

Course Requirements

• Readings and Quizzes.
< Quizzes based on assigned reading will be given for each unit of material.  Quizzes will also be

given that cover the lecture material.  All quizzes will be on Blackboard.
< Quizzes will be available during the time period or week in which a given unit is scheduled.  See

the Course Calendar below.  After that time period they may not be taken.
< Quizzes can be “open book,” but they will be timed.  
< For instance, if the quiz is “objective,” it will usually consist of six questions, one of which is extra

credit.  You will be given one minute per question, and the extra credit question does not
contribute to the total number of minutes allotted.  So, for a quiz of this kind you will be allotted
five minutes.

< If you have read the material with some care, the quiz should be fairly easy.  If you have not, you
will likely not have sufficient time to scan the assigned reading and come up with a credible
answer within the time limit.

< Missed quizzes may not be made up.  The lowest two grades will be dropped for purposes of
computing the raw quiz score for the term.  This portion of the course is worth 20% of the final
grade.

• Exams.
< Two exams will be given in this course, covering the questions assigned over the readings,

handouts, lectures, classroom discussions and class exercises.  The first exam will count 20%
towards the final grade, while the final exam will be worth 25% of the course grade.  Exam dates
are on the Course Calendar.

< Exams will be comprised of essay questions.  Answers will involve providing a sustained
argument over a particular issue or describing in detail some of the more important ideas
brought out in the classroom.  Students should display both analytic ability and detailed mastery
of the subject matter.  “Detailed mastery of the subject matter” means that all relevant facts
should be included, even those that seem obvious.  The goal is to prove to a skeptical professor
that the relevant material has been learned.  Wit and your own creative analysis will aid an essay
that contains the facts, but they cannot make up for the lack of facts.  In addition, students should
feel free to disagree with viewpoints expressed in the reading or in class—even those of the
instructor.  In the course of expressing such disagreement, however, sufficient detail must be
provided in the answer so as to leave no doubt that the material has been mastered.

< Grades will be assigned on the basis of the  cogency of argument and the mastery of the material,
not on agreement with the professor.  The purpose of the class (as stated above) is to provide a
context in which you can analyze material relevant to particular significant issues and begin to
establish a credible point of view.  In other words, you will be graded on the quality and
comprehensiveness of your argument – on whether it displays good logic and deals with all of
the relevant material.

< Exams will be “take home” exams.  A list of questions or essay topics will be provided, from
which each student will select a specific number (yet to be determined).  For instance, each
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student will write on three out of four questions, or two out of three.
< Missed exams can be made up only if adequate justification is furnished by the student, such as

an illness (verified in writing by a health care professional), an Oklahoma Christian University
athletic contest in which you are a participant, or other official school functions.  In such cases,
exams must be made up within one week after the exam was originally given unless there are
exceptional extenuating circumstances (such as serious illness).  Failure to comply with any of
these conditions will result in a grade of zero for the exam.

• Community Service Project.
< Purpose of project.

N Christianity cannot be learned by classroom alone; some action must also be involved because
habits of action must be formed.  Scripture itself defines the Christian life as comprising both
“word and deed.”  Therefore this course includes an action component.  

N A foundational principle of education at OC is that self-sacrificial service is not only an
integral part of the Christian life but is its very shape.  God places each Christian where s/he
is needed for the benefit God’s creation.   Just as the self-sacrifice of Jesus took place on behalf
of the entire world (John 1.29, Col. 1.20), the service of the Christians – the body of Christ –
must be for the sake of the whole of God’s creation.

< Students may either:
1.  Engage in a minimum of six hours of community service and write a short essay that

relates the service to the material studied in the class (ee Blackboard for specifics); 

OR:

2. Because of the current pandemic, the usual assignment of six hours of community
service will not be offered as a possibility.  In its place – for 15% of your final grade –
you will write a paper of 1800-2000 words (about five to six pages) that details the
work of someone who has spent the bulk of their life in service to the poor or
marginalized.  Your paper must include a section in which you describe how this
person’s life and service exemplified the Christian gospel.
N Examples: St. Francis of Assisi; Mother Teresa; Dorothy Day; Martin Luther

King, Jr.; Mahatma Gandhi; Oscar Romero, and so on.  Other less famous
examples are possible (for instance, Ruby Stahl, who ran the community
center in Luther until her death).  These papers must provide sufficient
documentation of the person’s life and work.  (This makes a figure like Ruby
Stahl more challenging.)

N This paper must be formally written, with proper grammar, formatted
according to one of the main style guides; all material must be properly
documented.

N The paper will be submitted via a Turnitin link in Blackboard, in the
“Assignment Submission” area.

N Details provided in Blackboard.
N Due Date is in the Course Calendar below.

4



5     

Grading System
Assignment Weights Grading Scale

Quizzes 35% A = 90 - 100%

First Exam 20% B = 80 - 89%

Final Exam 25% C = 70 - 79%

Service Project OR Christian Service Essay 20% D = 60 - 69%

TOTAL 100% F = below 60%

Grading Philosophy

Note  well: this grading scale is one means used in determining your final grade.  Other factors are
also important and will be brought into consideration when final grades are assigned, such as the
amount of benefit you have received from the class and your contribution to the learning environment. 
In other words, it is theoretically possible that a student who earned a lower percentage in the final grade
calculations may be assigned a higher letter grade than a student whose final percentage was higher
because she or he obviously benefitted more from the class and added more to the learning environment
of the course, and thereby helped fellow students gain more from the course.  Ultimately, all grades are
based upon my subjective evaluation of your effort, aptitude, and attitude toward the course and the
readings. Nothing in this syllabus should be construed as a legal contract. Consider this syllabus as an
announcement of my intentions for the course.  Though it rarely occurs, I reserve the right to make minor
changes in the course if in my opinion the changes will benefit the overall learning of the students in the
course.

 
General Course Policies

Late Work will be penalized by 5% per day late.  Quizzes will not be offered later than the class period for
which they are due.

Gender-Accurate Language is required in all of your writing for this course.  “Man” or “mankind” are
unacceptable as terms designating all human beings.  Rewrites will be required of assignments that
excessively violate this policy.

Communication Policy
1. For the broad, general questions about the course (“Gee, what am I doing here, Dr. Kooi?” or “Where

is the syllabus (or other assignment) posted?”), your order of investigation should proceed as follows:
a. READ THE SYLLABUS. 
b. Search thoroughly through Blackboard if your question concerns the location of an item.
c. Consult the “Q and A” forum to see if your question has already been answered there.
d. Ask a classmate.
e. Ask the professor.  Only after you have done the first four things should you email me with your

question.  If your question concerns a general matter about the course, I will ask you to post it in
the Open Forum so that the question and its answer will be available to the whole class.

2. All official correspondence for this course will be done via email and Blackboard.  Unless your
question has already been answered in the Q&A, if you mail me with a question, I will respond
within 24 hours, and will expect the same from you.
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3. Please do not use the course roster to email non-class items (i.e., no “spam”). I save all email I receive
and send.

4. Flame mails will not be tolerated and students who send them will immediately be called into my
office for a face to face explanation. Flame mails violate the Christian mandate to confront a brother
or a sister directly with a concern.

5. You are expected to maintain your access to both your email account and to Blackboard.  If your
email box becomes too full to accept further messages, you will still be held accountable for the
content and information in messages that have been sent to you.

Syllabus Changes.  This course syllabus represents the plan we will attempt to follow throughout the
semester. However, from time to time minor changes are necessary in order to take advantage of a
specific educational opportunity that arises (such as a guest speaker or a particular historical interest of
the class as a whole that may take us away from the course plan temporarily, etc.). If such a change
seems profitable for the enhancement of learning in this class, you will be notified in writing by email
and Blackboard Announcement if the change involves an assignment or a change to an assignment
already made in the syllabus.

Use of Technology in this Course
1. Nettiquette.  I expect professional behavior from every student.  Please be aware that we must be

particularly stringent on this requirement in Senior Bible Capstone, due to the sometimes
controversial nature of the topics of discussion.  Disagreements are expected and even encouraged. 
However, we will be overly polite in these disagreements.  If you want to disagree with a classmate,
or even with the professor, you should
a. preface your disagreement with a statement of an agreement, or something you like about the

idea with which you disagree, and then proceed to the disagreement.
b. remember that you are disagreeing with an idea, not primarily with a person.  In other words,

don’t make it personal.  NO NAME CALLING OR HOSTILE EVALUATIONS OF ANOTHER’S
MORALITY OR INTELLIGENCE WILL BE TOLERATED.

c. remember that you could be wrong.  State your conviction, but do so with humility.  Ask (out
loud or in your digital post) if there is something – some piece of evidence or some angle – that
you have failed to see, and ask for honest feedback.

d. be kind.  Always.  Especially in disagreement.  Treat those with whom you disagree the way you
would want to be treated.  We learn from disagreements, not by badgering or belittling each
other, but by an open and honest exchange of ideas.  We’re here to learn, and that includes your
professor.

2. Keep up with all announcements on Blackboard and all email from your classmates and me. If an
announcement is posted or an email sent to you, I will assume your knowledge of it.  If your email
box is full and the message bounces, you will still be held accountable for the information that was
sent.  The fact that your computer malfunctions so that you cannot pull up the Course Calendar at a
given time will in no way excuse you from reading the assignment and doing the work related to it. 

3. Because of the (often) controversial nature of the discussions in this class, under no circumstances is it
permissible to post statements made in class by either your professor or your fellow students on any
digital social media such as Facebook or Twitter.  Doing so is a violation of the copyright, not to
mention classroom etiquette and general decency, and may result in failure of the course.
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OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY POLICY ON ACADEMIC HONESTY

Cheating
Cheating on an examination, assignment, roll sheet or other course related work or activities
undermines the ethics of the academy and the specific Christian purposes of Oklahoma Christian
University. Accordingly, students who cheat on examinations, assignments or other course related
work or activities will face serious consequences, as outlined in this policy.

Plagiarism
One particular form of cheating is plagiarism. Plagiarism is the transmission of another’s ideas,
words, or materials as one’s own and/or the failure to credit accurately the ideas, words, or
materials of another. Plagiarism also includes passing off another’s work (a friend, a parent, a
website) as one’s own. Plagiarism undermines the ethics of the academy and the specific Christian
purposes of Oklahoma Christian University. Accordingly, students who engage in plagiarism in
assignments submitted will face serious consequences, as outlined in this policy.

Penalties for Academic Dishonesty
1. On the first offense, the student will receive zero (0) credit for the examination or assignment.

For forms of cheating or dishonesty other than on examinations or assignments, the Professor
shall have the discretion to impose an appropriate penalty. Professors must send documentation
of the first offense to the appropriate chair, the dean of the appropriate college, the Chief
Academic Officer, and the Dean of Students.

2. On the second offense in the same course, the student will receive an F in the course. Professors
must send documentation of the second offense to the appropriate chair, the dean of the
appropriate college, the Chief Academic Officer, and the Dean of Students.

3. At either the first offense or second offense, the student may appeal using the process described
in both the OC Student Handbook and the OC Academic Policy Manual covering Grade
Appeals.

4. If the student commits offenses in two or more courses, the Academic Appeals Committee,
described in the OC Student Handbook and in the OC Academic Policy Manual, may assign
penalties for academic dishonesty in addition to the penalties assigned by the professors in the
courses. The Academic Appeals Committee may impose penalties up to and including
suspension from the University in instances where a student has engaged in cheating or
plagiarism in two or more courses. The Academic Appeals Committee will inform the Chief
Academic Officer and the Dean of Students in writing of any penalties imposed by it and will
report annually on its activities to the University’s Academic Affairs Committee.

5. Professors should maintain the highest standards of academic honesty both in and out of the
classroom. Professors must report and apply the rules regarding cheating/plagiarism to the
appropriate channels. The student should be referred to the Oklahoma Christian University
Covenant for principles which should guide conduct in these matters.
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Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you have a diagnosed disability and need special accommodations,
please notify Ms. Katy Roybal (425-1876) before or immediately after your first scheduled class
meeting. After your disability has been verified, your instructor will work with you, with Ms. Roybal,
and with the Office of the Vice President of Academic Affairs to provide reasonable accommodations
to ensure that you have a fair opportunity to perform in this course.

Sexual Misconduct Policy (Title IX)

Oklahoma Christian University is a Christian community unequivocally committed to ensuring
a working and learning environment in which the dignity of every individual is respected and
providing a campus environment that is free of unlawful discrimination, which includes sexual
harassment, sexual assault, or sexual misconduct. OC’s Sexual Misconduct Policy (see the OC
Student Handbook) is compliant with Title IX, which states, “No person in the United States
shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial
assistance.” Sexual harassment is a breach of community, which expresses disrespect, exploits
and undermines relationships based on trusts, and interferes with learning and productive work.

Students are encouraged to immediately seek available assistance and report incidents of sexual
misconduct as defined by the Sexual Misconduct Policy to the Title IX Coordinator:

Ms. Lisa Herndon 405.425.1820 lisa.herndon@oc.edu

Students have access to confidential services through the Counseling Center and 
Spiritual Life Office.

OC Counseling Center 405.425.5250

Spiritual Life

Jeff McMillon, Dean of Spiritual Life 405.425.5919 jeff.mcmillon@oc.edu

Summer Lashley, Ethos Director 405.425.5908 summer.lashley@oc.edu 

©Copyright 2021 by Oklahoma Christian University (the University) as to all class materials and lectures whether
distributed in class, on Blackboard or by any other means.  All rights are reserved.  Course materials provided or
made available to students in class, online or via email are the property of Oklahoma Christian University, the
instructor and other copyright holders and are made available for the sole use of students enrolled in this class during
the semester in which the student is enrolled. Students may keep one copy (print or digital) for personal use only and
may not distribute the materials in any media format to any person without the express permission of the Oklahoma
Christian University and the instructor. Original materials posted and authored by students may not be distributed
under any circumstances.  
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Course Calendar

UNIT TOPIC WEEK READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS

Syllabus; course introduction Week 1:
Jan. 24-30

Quiz over syllabus

UNIT
1

The End of the Modern Worldview Resident Aliens, ch. 1

Epochs of Western Thought
Week 2:

Jan. 31 to
Feb. 6

PC 11 

What is “Modernism”?
Modernism and Epistemology
Modernist Anthropology

Week 3:
Feb. 7-13

Modernistic Approaches to the Bible  (pp. 1-6) (Bb)

PC 2

UNIT
2

The End (of Modernism) 1:
Existentialism Week 4:

Feb. 14-20

Kierkegaard on the Individual; Ephesians 1

The End (of Modernism) 2: Nihilism PC 3, Nietzsche

Postmodernism
Week 5:

Feb. 21-27

Britannica on “Postmodernism” (link in Bb)

Graceland (exercise)

UNIT
3

Christian knowing: tradition

Week 6:
Feb. 28 -
March 6

PC 4

The Christian worldview: Where We’re
Going

Simply Christian, ch.16, “New Creation, Starting Now”

EXAM  ONE  POSTED

UNIT
4

Christian Worldview and Christian
Scripture

Week 7:
March 7-13

PC 6

“Documents on the Development of the NT Canon” (Bb)

EXAM  ONE  DUE

Week 8:
March 14-20

SC ch. 13, “The Book God Breathed”

PC 7

1“PC” = Proper Confidence.  See above, p. 3, under “Required Text.”
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UNIT
5

“We’re Engaged!”  Part Un.  How
should Christians engage the world
around them?
< Christianity and Politics

Week 9:
March 21-27

Resident Aliens, chapter 2

•N. T. Wright, “What the Whole World’s Waiting For” (Bb)
•N. T. Wright, Simply Christian,, 99-103.

“We’re Engaged!”  Part Deux.  Issues of
justice.

Week 10:
March 28-

April 3

Camp, “God’s Way of Working”

Camp, “Pledging Allegiance to the Kingdom of God”

“We’re Engaged!”  Part Trois.  Social
Justice (a redundant repetition).

Week 11:
April 4-10

Sider, ch. 3

Sider, ch. 5

UNIT
6

Racism in America
Week 12:

April 11-17

Anthony Smith, “My Name is Legion,” ch. 11 in The Justice Project
(Bb); Video 1
Service Essays Due

Daniel Ismael Aguilar, “Genealogy of a White American Jesus:
From Slave Master to Billy Graham” (link on Bb); Video 2

UNIT
7

*TBD (Student selected from list below)
Week 13:

April 18-24

TBD

EXAM 2 POSTED

Semester Wrap
Week 14:
April 25-

May 1
Summary Session

5/1 FINAL EXAM DUE AT 12:00 PM (Noon)

**The topics of these two sections of the course will be determined by class vote from the list below.

Students will choose two of the following topics to cover in the last two weeks of the class:

1. Christians and “entitlement programs” such as Welfare and Medicaid: should Christians support such programs?  
2. Immigration policy: should Christians support open US borders?  Or a strict immigration policy?
3. Christians, violence and non-violence.  Is it acceptable for Christians to use violence?  In what circumstances might it be

acceptable?
4. Christians and evangelism of non-Christians: is it imperialistic, therefore illegitimate, for Christians to attempt to

evangelize adherents of other religions?
5. Christians and homosexuals: should churches  accept practicing homosexuals into full membership and fellowship?
6. Christians and female leadership: should women be allowed into church leadership (including worship leadership)?
7. Christians, life and death: should Christians support abortion rights?  Should Christians support the death penalty?
8. Christians and economic systems: what is the most Christian economic system?
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