
 

 

 

 

English Composition II 
ENGL1213/ Section 2/ 3 Credit Hours 

Fall 2020 

Mabee Learning Center 247 

MWF 12:40-1:30 

 

 

Dr. Montgomery 

travis.montgomery@oc.edu 

Mabee Learning Center 256 (x5340) 

Office Hours:  MWF 11:35-12:35; MW 1:35-3:35; TTh 11:35-2:35; and by appointment 

 

OC Mission Statement 
 

Oklahoma Christian University is a higher learning community that transforms 

lives for Christian faith, scholarship, and service. 

Mission Statement of the Department of Language & Literature 
 

The word is central to divine and human interaction. Words are inseparable from 

ideas, and in the university, language carries the ideas of every academic discipline. 

Because its primary concerns are language and ideas, the Department of Language and 

Literature sees its task as leading the university to excellence in its liberal arts mission. 

The Department of Language and Literature seeks to foster in its students, 

particularly in its majors, the qualities essential to a Christian liberal arts education: the 

ability to read, write, and think critically; the curiosity to explore the world of ideas; the 

appreciation of the value of languages and literature; and the faith to integrate these 

various language experiences into a Christian world view. 

Christian World View & Teaching Philosophy 
 

In Romans 12:2, the Apostle Paul enjoins his readers, “Do not conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 

perfect will.” The kind of growth described here requires an openness to change, and 

reading helps people engage the world outside the self as they pursue wisdom by 

weighing their assumptions against the evidence of experience and knowledge acquired 

through study. Reading begets speech and writing, media through which people respond 

to new ideas. Thus the university, a community of language makers, is a place where 
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transformations, mental and spiritual, can occur. 

Course Description 
 
  The second and final course in the composition series, emphasizing written 

 presentation of academic research supported argument using contemporary technology. 

 Students are taught to read and think critically in analyzing texts and evaluating sources 

 and to communicate their ideas in an appropriate medium and style. This course builds on 

 skills learned in English Composition I, and includes an extensive research project.   

 

 Required prerequisite: ENGL 1113 (with a final grade of C or higher)  

Course Objectives 
 
 1. Written Communication: Students will be able to compose analytical essays that 

 demonstrate effective written academic communication indicative of understanding how 

 meaning is constructed among people. 

 

 2. Writing Process: Students will be able to generate a subject, develop a clear thesis, 

 organize their ideas, and produce, revise, and proofread a draft. 

 

 3. Research: Students will be able to use library and web resources to find academic and 

 otherwise credible information, integrate that information into their own writing, and 

 document that information (including crediting, quoting, paraphrasing, and avoiding 

 plagiarism). 

 

 4. Critical Thinking and Reading: Students will be able to understand, consider, evaluate, 

 and articulate multiple perspectives in a written and/or multimedia analysis. 

 

 5. Genre: Students will be able to adapt to the purpose, audience, and rhetorical context 

 of a writing assignment, including both academic genres and other practical or 

 professional genres. 

 

 6. Inquiry/Argument: Students will be able to approach academic discourse from the 

 perspective of argument. 

 

 7. Broad Perspectives: Students will be able to discuss and understand cultures, faiths, 

 and views different from their own. 

 

 8. Grammar and Mechanics: Students will be able to use correct conventions of Standard 

 English, especially grammar, punctuation, spelling, and style. 
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Bibliography project 
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rhetorical context of a 
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approach academic 

discourse from the 

perspective of 

argument. 
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Course Requirements 
 

1. Papers: Students will write two papers, each of which must be written in multiple 

drafts.  The last paper will involve substantial research and MLA-style citation.  For each 

assignment, students will write reviews of peers’ work, and these responses, as well as 

the assigned drafts, will be submitted to the instructor. 

2. Article Summaries:  Students will write summaries of peer-reviewed articles.  These 

summaries will contain bibliographic information about the articles reviewed as well as 

parenthetical citations. 

3.  Bibliography Project:  Students will prepare working bibliographies and annotated 

bibliographies related to the topics of their final research papers. 

4. Participation: Students will use laptops, pay attention during class, and participate 

actively in discussions during weekly meetings. In each of these sessions, students will 

respond to journal prompts, posting their responses on Blackboard. Each week, students 

will also post reflections on coursework and respond to comments by peers. That writing 



will be completed outside of class and posted on Blackboard. During the final exam 

period, students will respond to prompts about their writing experiences.  Classroom 

learning demands a minimum of distractions during meetings, so students will refrain 

from having private conversations with peers and from using cell phones. No texting. A 

core value of Christian communities is respecting the dignity of each person, and students 

will adhere to this principle, treating others with courtesy and decency. 

Evaluation 
 

Each student’s grades will be weighted as follows:  

Paper One: 10% 

Article Summaries: 15%  

Working Bibliography: 5% 

Annotated Bibliography: 15% 

Research Paper:  30%  

Participation (includes discussion work, weekly reflective writing, and journal):  

25% 

 

Grading Scale:  

A: 90-100 

B: 80-89  

C: 70-79  

D: 60-69  

F: 59 and below 

 

The instructor will typically grade an assignment or an exam within two weeks from the 

submission date. Grades for the midterm exam, the paper, the final exam, and 

participation will be posted on Blackboard. 

Required Materials 
 

Textbook   

  -Bullock, Richard.  The Norton Field Guide to Writing (with 2016 MLA Update).   

   4th ed.  New York:  Norton, 2016. 

  

Other Materials  

-laptop computer with reliable internet access 

 

Course Policies 
 

Regular attendance at class meetings is required, and tardiness will not go unobserved. 

As for absences, students should avoid missing class. That said, each student is allowed 

SIX absences, but students who miss SEVEN or more classes will have their final grades 

lowered by five percentage points for each absence over the limit. The instructor has 

designed this course with safety, academic quality, and modal flexibility in mind, and the 

attendance plan described below will be used for meetings. The instructor will divide the 



class into numbered groups and provide group lists on Blackboard. All students are 

expected to participate in class meetings at the scheduled times, but for each session, one 

group will meet in the physical classroom while the other groups participate remotely by 

using the Collaborate tool on Blackboard. The blue numbers in parentheses beside the 

dates listed on the course calendar (see below) indicate which groups attend face-to-face 

class meetings on specified days. Students may not attend meetings in the physical 

classroom on days that are not designated for their groups, and students who do not 

attend face-to-face meetings with their groups will be counted absent. Each day of class, 

the instructor will take roll, accounting for in-person and remote participants. Everyone 

must wear a mask that covers nose and mouth while attending face-to-face sessions, and 

all students—those attending class in-person and those participating remotely—will use 

their laptops at each meeting. All Collaborate sessions will be recorded. 

 

Late work will be accepted only at the instructor’s discretion, and penalties may apply to 

any late submissions. 

 

To contact the instructor, the student should send a message through campus email, 

allowing twenty-four hours for a response. Office hours will be held virtually. The 

instructor will respond to messages during scheduled office hours, and any student who 

wants to meet the instructor via Google Hangouts may set up a meeting by emailing him. 

To contact the instructor by phone during office hours, call (405) 425-5430. 

 

If class is cancelled for inclement weather, the instructor will send email messages 

regarding any changes to the schedule and/or course requirements. In the case of a 

campus emergency, students will receive notifications via text, email, and/or Twitter. 

 

COVID-19 Information 

As you know, this semester will be very different from any previous semester at 

OC—it started early and will end early with no breaks in between. The change in the 

calendar also means that the semester includes three fewer days of classes than normal.  

Although OC is planning for classes to occur face to face all semester, the pandemic may 

force us to go online at some point. If that happens, I want you to know that I’ve planned 

this class so that we can make that change smoothly.  Other forms of instruction modality 

may be used for this course, whether fully in-person, fully online (asynchronous), remote 

(online but with a set, synchronous meeting pattern), or blended as OC flex model.  

If you have tested positive for COVID-19 or know that you have been exposed to 

COVID-19, do not come to the physical classroom until you have been cleared by a 

medical professional, such as the COVID-19 Clinical Officer. If you have to miss class, 

please send me a copy of communication from a medical professional saying that you 

have tested positive or have been exposed. I will also need a copy of communication 

from a medical professional, or from a member of the OC housing staff if the student is 

actually in quarantine, saying that you are no longer contagious or have negative test 

results before you can return to class. If you are quarantined, I will work with you so that 

you do not fall behind in your coursework. Your attendance grade will not be reduced 



because of quarantine if appropriate documentation is supplied, as mentioned above. If 

you experience COVID-19 symptoms, do not come to the physical classroom. In such a 

case, notify me, and I’ll determine how to handle your situation.  

I'll send announcements via myOC email.  Check your account daily.  If you have ANY 

questions about coursework, feel free to email me, and if you have any trouble 

completing assignments or accessing materials, let me know.  I'll help. 

Oklahoma Christian University Policy on Academic Honesty 
 

Cheating 

Cheating on an examination, assignment, roll sheet or other course related work 

or activities undermines the ethics of the academy and the specific Christian purposes of 

Oklahoma Christian University. Accordingly, students who cheat on examinations, 

assignments or other course related work or activities will face serious consequences, as 

outlined in this policy. 

 

Plagiarism 

One particular form of cheating is plagiarism. Plagiarism is the transmission of 

another’s ideas, words, or materials as one’s own and/or the failure to credit accurately 

the ideas, words, or materials of another. Plagiarism also includes passing off another’s 

work (a friend, a parent, a website) as one’s own. Plagiarism undermines the ethics of the 

academy and the specific Christian purposes of Oklahoma Christian University. 

Accordingly, students who engage in plagiarism in assignments submitted will face 

serious consequences, as outlined in this policy. 

 

Penalties for Academic Dishonesty 

1. On the first offense, the student will receive zero (0) credit for the examination or 

assignment. For forms of cheating or dishonesty other than on examinations or 

assignments, the Professor shall have the discretion to impose an appropriate 

penalty. Professors must send documentation of the first offense to the appropriate 

chair, the dean of the appropriate college, the VPAA, and the Dean of Students. 

2. On the second offense in the same course, the student will receive an F in the 

course. Professors must send documentation of the second offense to the 

appropriate chair, the dean of the appropriate college, the VPAA, and the Dean of 

Students. 

3. At either the first offense or second offense, the student may appeal using the 

process described in both the OC Student Handbook and the OC Academic Policy 

Manual covering Grade Appeals. 

4. If the student commits offenses in two or more courses, the Academic Appeals 

Committee, described in the OC Student Handbook and in the OC Academic 

Policy Manual, may assign penalties for academic dishonesty in addition to the 

penalties assigned by the professors in the courses. The Academic Appeals 

Committee may impose penalties up to and including suspension from the 

University in instances where a student has engaged in cheating or plagiarism in 

two or more courses. The Academic Appeals Committee will inform the VPAA 



and the Dean of Students in writing of any penalties imposed by it and will report 

annually on its activities to the University’s Academic Affairs Committee. 

5. Professors should maintain the highest standards of academic honesty both in and 

out of the classroom. Professors must report and apply the rules regarding 

cheating/plagiarism to the appropriate channels. The student should be referred to 

the Oklahoma Christian University Covenant for principles which should guide 

conduct in these matters. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

If you have a diagnosed disability and need special accommodations, please 

notify Ms. Katy Roybal (425-1876) before or immediately after your first scheduled class 

meeting. After your disability has been verified, your instructor will work with you, with 

Ms. Roybal, and with the Office of the Vice President of Academic Affairs to provide 

reasonable accommodations to ensure that you have a fair opportunity to perform in this 

course. 

 

Sexual Misconduct Policy (Title IX) 
 

Oklahoma Christian University is a Christian community unequivocally 

committed to ensuring a working and learning environment in which the dignity of every 

individual is respected and providing a campus environment that is free of unlawful 

discrimination, which includes sexual harassment, sexual assault, or sexual misconduct. 

OC’s Sexual Misconduct Policy (see the OC Student Handbook) is compliant with Title 

IX, which states, “No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded 

from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under 

any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” Sexual 

harassment is a breach of community, which expresses disrespect, exploits and 

undermines relationships based on trusts, and interferes with learning and productive 

work. 

 

Students are encouraged to immediately seek available assistance and report incidents of 

sexual misconduct as defined by the Sexual Misconduct Policy to the Title IX 

Coordinator: 

 

Title IX Coordinator Mrs. Lisa Herndon 405.425.1820  lisa.herndon@oc.edu 

Students have access to confidential services through OC’s Counseling Center and the Spiritual 

Life office. 

 

OC Counseling Center 405.425.5250  

Spiritual Life   

Jeff McMillon, Dean of Spiritual Life              405.425.5919 

Summer Lashley, Ethos Director               405.425.5908 



 

Services for Students 
 

  

 Tutoring   Student Success 

     405.425.5293 

Writing Lab   Writer’s Block 

     http://writersblock.oc.edu 

 

 Research Help   Library 

     405.425.5312 

     Ask a librarian (libanswers@oc.edu) 

     library@oc.edu 

  

 Information Technology Support Central 

     405.425.5555 

     support.oc.edu/home 

 

 Blackboard Help  Link in Blackboard (usually on the left side) 

 Calling & Career Office Day Six (located directly below Admissions) 

     Career counseling, strengths analysis, resume and 

     portfolio building, interview mastery, network  

building, career search/ landing, and more. 

405.425.5961 

www.oc.edu/daysix 

 

Copyright Notice 

Copyright ©2020 by Oklahoma Christian University (OC). Course materials provided or 

made available to students in class, online or via email are the property of Oklahoma 

Christian University, the instructor and other copyright holders and are made available 

for the sole use of students enrolled in this class during the semester in which the student 

is enrolled. Students may keep one copy (print or digital) for personal use only and may 

not distribute the materials in any media format to any person without the express 

permission of the Oklahoma Christian University and the instructor. Original materials 

posted and authored by students may not be distributed under any circumstances.  

 

 

 

 

Course Schedule 
 

Week 1  



Friday, August 14 (ALL ONLINE) 

Introduction to the Course   

 

Week 2 

Monday, August 17 (1) 

 NFG:  “Reading in Academic Contexts” (pp. 3-32)  

 

Wednesday, August 19 (2) 

 NFG:  “Rhetorical Situations” (pp. 55-70) 

 

Friday, August 21 (3) 

NFG:  “Writing as Inquiry” (pp. 281-284), “”Collaborating” (pp. 285-288), “Generating  

  Ideas and Text” (pp. 289-297), and “Drafting” (pp. 298-300) 

 

Week 3 

Monday, August 24 (1) 

NFG:  “Assessing Your Own Writing” (pp. 301-305) and “Getting Response and  

Revising” (pp. 306-312)   

 

Wednesday, August 26 (2) 

NFG:  “Editing and Proofreading” (pp. 313-317)   

 

Friday, August 28 (3) 

NFG:  “Literary Analyses” (pp. 206-215)   

 

Week 4 

Monday, August 31 (1) 

 Sister Wendy Beckett Videos and Discussion 

 

Wednesday, September 2 (2) 

 Writing Exercises    

 

Friday, September 4 (ALL ONLINE) 

 Peer Review      

 

Week 5 

Monday, September 7 (3) 

Reflective Writing 

 Interpretative Essay due   

 

Wednesday, September 9 (1) 

NFG:  “Summarizing and Responding” (pp. 33-44)   

 

Friday, September 11 (2) 

NFG:  “Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing” (pp. 478-490) 

 



Week 6  

Monday, September 14 (3) 

NFG:  “Acknowleding Sources, Avoiding Plagiarism” (pp. 491-495) 

 

Wednesday, September 16 (1) 

Assignment Discussion 

 

Friday, September 18 (2) 

Writing Exercises 

 

Week 7  

Monday, September 21 (3) 

Reflective Writing 

 Article Summaries due 

 

Wednesday, September 23 (1) 

 NFG:  “Finding Sources” (pp. 445-468)   

 

Friday, September 25 (2) 

 NFG:  “Evaluating Sources” (pp. 469-472) 

 

Week 8  

Monday, September 28 (ALL ONLINE) 

 Library Visit 

  

Wednesday, September 30 (3) 

 Database Exercises  

 

Friday, October 2 (1) 

 NFG:  “MLA Style” (pp. 500-539) 

 

Week 9  

Monday, October 5 (2) 

Citation Exercises 

 

Wednesday, October 7 (3) 

Reflective Writing 

Working Bibliography due 

 

Friday, October 9 (1) 

NFG:  “Annotated Bibliographies” (pp. 188-196) 

  

 

Week 10  

Monday, October 12 (2) 

Writing Exercises 



 

Wednesday, October 14 (3) 

Writing Exercises 

 

Friday, October 16 (1) 

 Grammar/Mechanics Exercises 

 

Week 11 

Monday, October 19 (2) 

Reflective Writing 

 Annotated Bibliography  

 

Wednesday, October 21 (3) 

NFG:  “Developing a Research Plan” (pp. 435-444) 

 

Friday, October 23 (1) 

NFG:  Borchers Paper (pp. 540-548) 

 

Week 12 

Monday, October 26 (2) 

 Proposal Exercise 

 

Wednesday, October 28 (3) 

Thesis Workshop 

  

Friday, October 30 (1) 

Paragraph Development Workshop 

 

Week 13  

Monday, November 2 (2) 

Grammar/Mechanics Exercises 

 

Wednesday, November 4 (3) 

TBA 

 

Friday, November 6 (ALL ONLINE) 

Conferences 

 

Week 14  

Monday, November 9 (ALL ONLINE) 

Conferences 

 

 

Wednesday, November 11 (ALL ONLINE) 

Peer Review 

 



Friday, November 13 (ALL ONLINE) 

 Peer Review 

 

Week 15  

 FINAL EXAM 

 Monday, November 16 (1:00-2:50) 

 Research Essay due 

 

NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus and/or the course schedule. 
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