
 

 

 

 

 

 

GERMAN 1 

 

GM1113-91 

FALL 2020 

ONLINE ONLY 

 

 

 

Instructor: Dr. Mark Woodward Mark.woodward@oc.edu 

Office Hours: Online appointments by 

arrangement. 

Please email me. I will respond 

within 24 hours, and usually 

much sooner. 

 

I. OC Mission Statement  

 

Oklahoma Christian University is a higher learning community that transforms lives for Christian 

faith, scholarship, and service. 

 

 

II. Class in the Time of COVID-19 

 

Even though this course is entirely online, you should know that if you have tested positive for 

COVID-19 or know that you have been exposed to COVID-19, please do not go to any FACE-TO-

FACE classes until you have been cleared by a medical professional, such as the COVID-19 Clinical 

Officer. Of course you should still participate in this or other online classes, unless, of course, you 

have symptoms that prohibit you from doing so (e.g., extreme fatigue). If you have to miss class (i.e., 

you cannot participate and meet the deadlines of this online course), please send me a copy of 

communication from a medical professional saying that you have tested positive or have been 

exposed. I will also need a copy of communication from a medical professional saying that you are 

fit to “return” to class. I will work with you the best I can to help you avoid falling behind in your 



coursework. Your attendance/participation grade will not be reduced because of illness or 

quarantine, if appropriate documentation is supplied, as mentioned above. 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Christian Worldview & Teaching Philosophy 

Learning another language and gaining insights into other cultures provide students with gateways 

into understanding the diversity of God’s world. The Christian framework for teaching this class 

includes both respect and appreciation for diversity. 

 

IV. Course Description 

This course introduces students with no previous background in German to basic principles and 

practice of speaking, understanding, reading, and writing German and an introduction to German 

culture. Because this course is being offered completely online, students will have access to both the 

instructor, as well as the most modern online resources available, including much that was 

developed in Germany specifically for teachers of German as a foreign language.  No prerequisites 

for this course. 

 

Students who successfully complete this course will meet the A1.1 level set by the European Union 

in the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).  

 

V. Course Objectives:  

 By the end of this course, students will: 

o Listening skills. Students will understand short sentences, simple questions, and 

commands using the acquired vocabulary.  

o Speaking skills. Students will be able to pose and answer simple questions, mostly in an 

autobiographical context. 

o Reading skills. Students will be able to read and understand short, informational 

selections, using the acquired vocabulary.  

o Writing skills. Students will be able to take dictation as well as construct basic 

sentences. 

o Understanding. Students will be able to describe specific aspects of German culture with 

appreciation of the differences to their own culture.  

 Measurement of each objective 

o Students will complete all online assignments, all of which involve most of the above 

skills in each lesson. 

o Students will interact with the instructor online, who will regularly evaluate their 

progress in the course. 



o Some quizzes and testing may be used, but participation and performance are of greater 

importance. 

 

VI. Course Requirements & Grading Standards: 

The main work for this online course will be completed through independent viewing of online video 

resources, through interaction with other German-language websites designed for language 

learning, and through both exercises and activities that enhance the specific topics addressed in the 

online material.  In addition, interaction with the instructor will provide both instruction as well as 

assessment. 

 Most of the work as well as the assessments will be organized on a weekly basis. The instructor 

will assign a score of 0-10 as the evaluation of each student’s overall progress each week.  The 

weekly grade will comprise 40% of the final grade. 

 The instructor will conduct online tutorials live two hours each week. All tutorials are required. 

Attendance and productive participation at the tutorials will make up 20% of the final grade. 

 An assignment journal will be kept by the student online, which will include vocabulary as well 

as other written assignments.  The journal will count 30% of the final grade 

 Grading Scale:  90-100 = A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, below 70= Not passing 

 Grades can be viewed in student’s OC Blackboard connection. 

 Weekly grades for the previous week will be posted by Monday noon of the following week.  

 

VII. Materials Needed 

 Ready and daily access to a computer with adequate internet bandwidth for audio/video 

instruction. Specific sites will be provided each week by the instructor. 

 Students may wish to purchase a headset with microphone for both listening exercises and 

recording assignments.  Many types are adequate and available in the $15-20 dollar range. The 

OC Bookstore has these available as well. 

 

VIII. Required Educational Technology   

 

Students will be using their OC Blackboard site, so they will need to become familiar with login 

procedures.  An orientation to OC Blackboard will be provided by the university at the beginning 

of the course. 

 

  



 

VIII. Sources of Help 

 

IX. Course Policies:  

 

Attendance/tardiness/leaving early  

 

1. Students are required to attend all online tutorials. Attendance and productive participation will 

constitute 20% of the final grade.   

2. Students who must miss their tutorial because of sickness, travel, or other reasons should 

inform their instructor by email prior to the tutorial, if possible.  A maximum of 6 excused 

absences will be allowed without any effect on the student’s final attendance grade. 

 

Participation Grades 

 
Participation will be graded on the following scale 

Unexcused absence = 0 points 

In class, but silent or ill-prepared = 6 points 

In class and making an okay contribution = 8 points 

In class and making quality contributions = 10 points 

 

  

  

  

  

Information Technology Support Central 

405.425.5555 

support.oc.edu/home 

Blackboard Help Link in Blackboard (usually on left side) 

Calling & Career Office Day Six (located directly below Admissions) 

Career counseling, strengths analysis, resume and 

portfolio building, interview mastery, network 

building, career search/ landing, and more. 

405.425.5961  

www.oc.edu/daysix 

 

http://oc.edu/daysix


  



Late assignment/exam policies 

Project planning, time management, and contingency planning are essential in all professional activity, 

not just academic coursework. Thus, it is expected that assignments will be submitted by their 

respective due date. To encourage personal commitment to learning and to maintain focus on the 

achievement of the student learning outcomes, late work is accepted with consequences.  Any 

assignments turned in later than the due date will be penalized one letter grade or 10 points.  

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

If you have a diagnosed disability and need special accommodations, please notify Ms. Katy Roybal (425-

1876) before or immediately after your first scheduled class meeting. After your disability has been 

verified, your instructor will work with you, with Ms. Roybal, and with the Office of the Vice President of 

Academic Affairs to provide reasonable accommodations to ensure that you have a fair opportunity to 

perform in this course. 

 

Sexual Misconduct Policy (Title IX) 

 

Oklahoma Christian University is a Christian community unequivocally committed to ensuring a working 

and learning environment in which the dignity of every individual is respected and providing a campus 

environment that is free of unlawful discrimination, which includes sexual harassment, sexual assault, or 

sexual misconduct. OC’s Sexual Misconduct Policy (see the OC Student Handbook) is compliant with Title 

IX, which states, “No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 

participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education 

program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” Sexual harassment is a breach of community, 

which expresses disrespect, exploits and undermines relationships based on trusts, and interferes with 

learning and productive work. 

 

Students are encouraged to immediately seek available assistance and report incidents of sexual 

misconduct as defined by the Sexual Misconduct Policy to the Title IX: 

Title IX Coordinator Mrs. Lisa Herndon 405.425.1820 lisa.herndon@oc.edu 

 

 

Students have access to confidential services through OC’s Counseling Center and the Spiritual Life 

office. 

OC Counseling Center 405.425.5250  

  



Spiritual Life   

Jeff McMillon, Dean of Spiritual Life              405.425.5919 

Summer Lashley, Ethos Director               405.425.5908 

 

 

 

 

Oklahoma Christian University Policy on Academic Honesty 

 

Cheating 

Cheating on an examination, assignment, roll sheet or other course related work or activities 

undermines the ethics of the academy and the specific Christian purposes of Oklahoma Christian 

University. Accordingly, students who cheat on examinations, assignments or other course 

related work or activities will face serious consequences, as outlined in this policy. 

Plagiarism 

One particular form of cheating is plagiarism. Plagiarism is the transmission of another’s ideas, 

words, or materials as one’s own and/or the failure to credit accurately the ideas, words, or 

materials of another. Plagiarism also includes passing off another’s work (a friend, a parent, a 

website) as one’s own. Plagiarism undermines the ethics of the academy and the specific 

Christian purposes of Oklahoma Christian University. Accordingly, students who engage in 

plagiarism in assignments submitted will face serious consequences, as outlined in this policy.  

Penalties for Academic Dishonesty 

1. On the first offense, the student will receive zero (0) credit for the examination or 

assignment. For forms of cheating or dishonesty other than on examinations or 

assignments, the Professor shall have the discretion to impose an appropriate penalty. 

Professors must send documentation of the first offense to the appropriate chair, the 

dean of the appropriate college, the Chief Academic Officer, and the Dean of Students. 

2. On the second offense in the same course, the student will receive an F in the course. 

Professors must send documentation of the second offense to the appropriate chair, the 

dean of the appropriate college, the Chief Academic Officer, and the Dean of Students. 

3. At either the first offense or second offense, the student may appeal using the process 

described in both the OC Student Handbook and the OC Academic Policy Manual 

covering Grade Appeals. 

4. If the student commits offenses in two or more courses, the Academic Appeals 

Committee, described in the OC Student Handbook and in the OC Academic Policy 

Manual, may assign penalties for academic dishonesty in addition to the penalties 

assigned by the professors in the courses. The Academic Appeals Committee may 

impose penalties up to and including suspension from the University in instances where 

a student has engaged in cheating or plagiarism in two or more courses. The Academic 

Appeals Committee will inform the Chief Academic Officer and the Dean of Students in 



writing of any penalties imposed by it and will report annually on its activities to the 

University’s Academic Affairs Committee. 

5. Professors should maintain the highest standards of academic honesty both in and out 

of the classroom. Professors must report and apply the rules regarding 

cheating/plagiarism to the appropriate channels. The student should be referred to the 

Oklahoma Christian University Covenant for principles which should guide conduct in 

these matters. 
 

Copyright/Fair use notice 

 

Course materials provided or made available to students in class, online or via email are the property of 

Oklahoma Christian University, the instructor and other copyright holders and are made available for 

the sole use of students enrolled in this class during the semester in which the student is enrolled. 

Students may keep one copy (print or digital) for personal use only and may not distribute the materials 

in any media format to any person without the express permission of the Oklahoma Christian University 

and the instructor. Original materials posted and authored by students may not be distributed under 

any circumstances.    

 

 

X. Tentative Course Schedule: (May change to accommodate guest presenters & student needs) 

 The class will open Thursday, August 13. Students will be contacted individually about the first meeting 

with the instructor. 

 Nicos Weg from Deutsche Welle will be the primary instructional website. We will cover Units 0-10 in the 

13 weeks of our German 1113 course. 

Students will be given a week to work through each unit as well as any other assignments given to 

enhance the learning outcomes for that week. 

 Tutorials will be planned for Mondays and Thursdays each week. Specific times will be worked out with 

students during the first week of classes. 

 Six-weeks grades will be given the last week of September, but are only informative, not permanent 

grades. 

 A Final Examination will be given during the week of November 15-21.  No work will be accepted after 

November 21. 

 


