
 

GI 217 Digital I, Sections 1 and 2 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
The goal of this course is to create a connection between the primary graphic design applications of the 
Adobe Creative Cloud as an integrated design tool set. The primary industry standard applications in 
which we will focus will be Adobe InDesign, Illustrator and Photoshop. Our goal will be to have a 
thorough understanding of each tool in which it applies to the professional functions of a multimedia/
graphic designer. Technical requirements involved in file preparation for press and web output will be 
integrated into the learning process.


COURSE GOALS & OUTCOMES  
● Prove proficiencies in Illustrator, Photoshop and InDesign

● Display ability to create unique graphics in vector and pixel formats from raw concepts

● Apply techniques to visually problem solve design challenges with graphics software

● Consider and prepare files for the output requirements in print and online delivery

● Demonstrate skills in color correction, image manipulation, composite imagery, typography, 

vector illustration, layout design and output delivery

● Accurately use terminology associated with general design and industry software 

REQUIRED TEXTS/MATERIALS 
The required materials for this semester are a computer and a subscription to Adobe Creative Cloud


COURSE POLICIES & PROCEDURES  
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory for all students regardless of modality. All courses have a scheduled meeting 
time, which can be found in your schedule on PowerCampus (ss.pcad.edu). Whether attending on 
campus or online through Google Meet, students are responsible for attending sessions as specified by 
the professor. Please note: Most classes will be held in person this fall unless they are specifically 
designated as online in PowerCampus. Lateness will be recorded by the professor and may be counted 
as a full absence when late arrivals add up to one full class session. Students are not permitted 
absences for more than two full class sessions in any course, in any semester. Students are responsible 
for understanding each of their professor’s absence and lateness policies. Students with more than two 
absences in a course due to extenuating circumstances should discuss the situation with the professor.


Attendance 
Regular attendance is mandatory for all classes. Lateness will be recorded by the instructor and added, 
accordingly, to class absences. Arriving less than 15 minutes late to class (10am for the

morning session, 2pm for the afternoon session) will count as a lateness. Two latenesses will

result in a half-absence. Arriving more than 15 minutes late to class (morning or afternoon) will

result in a half-absence. Sleeping in class and/or using class time to work on anything unrelated

to the current project will result in a half-absence (ie., if you are not actively present, you are
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absent). Arriving late after a break and/or taking unapproved breaks during class will result in a

lateness (or a half-absence if longer than 15 minutes). Students are not permitted absences for more 
than two full class sessions in any course, in any semester. Three full absences will result in a reduction 
of one full letter grade level (example: “B” to “C”). A fourth full absence results in automatic failure of that 
course. Students are responsible for understanding each of their instructor’s absence policies. Students 
with more than two absences in a course due to extraordinary personal circumstances should discuss 
the situation with the instructor involved. Institutional policy can be found in the handbook.


Asynchronous Attendance Policy (for classes designated as online in PowerCampus)

The virtual classroom requires an active student presence. You will be expected to fully complete 
required assignments and fully participate in required discussion activities. Your professor will monitor 
your contributions to the course, provide feedback on assignments, facilitate discussions, and provide 
opportunities for direct feedback through email, discussion boards, or Google Meet sessions.


Communication to students  
The professor will use Gmail and Google Classroom to communicate with students outside of the 
classroom. PowerCAMPUS Self-Service (https://ss.pcad.edu/Home.aspx) will be used to record official 
course grades and attendance.


Classroom Conduct 
Students should be respectful of the professor and classmates at all times. As should be expected, 
bullying or other judgmental or intimidating behavior will not be tolerated. Any witness to this kind of 
behavior should notify the instructor immediately and confidentially. Additionally, the use of laptops, cell 
phones, and other electronic devices for personal use during class is distracting and counterproductive 
and will not be allowed. The professor will clearly indicate when laptop or smartphone use is 
appropriate. Typically, laptops should be closed and phones should be turned off or placed on silent as 
soon as class begins. Failure to adhere to these policies can result in the accumulation of partial or full 
absences from class or other disciplinary action. The goal is to maintain an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and open communication despite differing opinions or learning styles.


Gender Identities and Pronouns and Creating a Safe Environment 
In order to create an inclusive learning community, this class welcomes persons of all gender 
expressions and identities. Please indicate what name and which pronouns you prefer, especially if 
different from the roster (optional). If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact your professor. A full experience in this course requires risk taking; therefore, it is imperative that 
every student feels safe and supported.


Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who feel academic or other reasonable accommodations may be necessary for 
the successful completion of this course must contact College Accommodations at ada@pcad.edu. 
Reasonable accommodations are considered through a process that requires time. Faculty receive 
written notification of any reasonable accommodations that might subsequently be approved by the 
College and are not authorized to initiate academic or other accommodations on their own. Students are 
responsible for initiating a request for accommodations at ada@pcad.edu as soon as possible after the 
need becomes apparent. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism  
To grow professionally and artistically, it is essential that students at Pennsylvania College of Art & 
Design be solely responsible for their own work. An act of plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the 
assignment or possible failure of the course. A second act of plagiarism will result in dismissal from 
Pennsylvania College of Art & Design. Any questions or concerns about this policy should be discussed 
with the instructor. Details about this Institutional policy can be found in the student handbook.


Course Readiness 
All new and returning students are required to own laptops, software, cameras, and any other required 
technology or equipment by the first day of classes in all academic years and semesters. Any student 
beginning an academic year or semester without the required technology and/or equipment will have 
until the second class meeting of any course in which content delivery relies periodically or continually 
on their use to make these required purchases. After the second class meeting without the proper 
technology and/or equipment, a student can be involuntarily withdrawn from the course at the 
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instructor’s request. Students should note that involuntary withdrawal from a sequenced required course 
can add up to a year to completion of the degree. The First-day Course Readiness Policy also applies to 
courses for which general supply or textbook requirements have been made available to students in 
advance of the first course meeting via e-mail or Google Classroom.


Equipment/Material Lists & Safety Precautions  
Students must follow all official campus safety precautions and protocols. All hazardous equipment and 
materials used in this course will be discussed and their safe usage demonstrated. Hazardous waste 
should be disposed of in accordance with College policies. Follow all posted safety precautions and 
warnings.  Information on hazardous material/waste and Standard Operating Procedures can be found 
on the facility website at http://www2.pcad.edu/Facilities (accessible only while on campus). 


GRADING POLICIES & PROCEDURES 
Grading will be based exercises and projects throughout the class with a heavier weight on projects.

Each exercise will be a checkpoint for understanding as concepts are compounded throughout the 
class. Projects will be proof of mastery pieces meant to display all concepts learned up until that point.

Each section will have a midpoint and final project along with checkpoint exercises. Checkpoint 
exercises and vocal tests will be worth 50 points and projects will be worth 150 points. All projects will 
have rubrics with descriptions of each requirement. The final grade will be a total of all points 
accumulated divided by the total possible. The goal of this class is to provide proof of understanding of 
all core skills and produce visually strong portfolio pieces.


Grades are calculated as follows:

Grading Scale: 

A      100-93   C  76-73 
A-      92-90   C- 72-70 
B+     89-87   D+     69-67 
B      86-83   D 66-63 
B-     82-80   D-    62-60 
C+    79-77   F 59-0 

Grading for this course will be computed as follows:


Illustrator Vocab Quiz 50pt

Pen Tool Exercise/ Graphic Reproduction 50pt P/F

Icon 100pt

Finished Illustration 150 pt

Portrait 200 pt


Photoshop Vocab Quiz 50 pt

Color Correction 50 pt P/F

Modelled Image 50 pt

GD Magazine Cover 200 pt

Billboard 200 pt


InDesign Vocab Quiz

WordCloud Poster 50 pt P/F

Flyer Design 150 pt

Event Program 200 pt


TOTAL POINTS 1500


WEEK-BY-WEEK SCHEDULE  
Please note: This is a working schedule and may change at the instructor’s discretion.  
Monday, Sept. 5 (Labor Day: No classes)

Friday, October 14 through Tuesday, the 18th (Fall Break: No classes)

Wednesday, November 23 through Friday, the 25th (Thanksgiving break: No classes)
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Friday, December 2: Last Day of Classes; grades due Dec. 9 

Week 
1  

Introductions and Syllabus Overview 
Course Overview and Expectations 
Adobe Illustrator 1 - Basic Interface and Tools Orientation, File Types, Term and Concepts, 
Vector Concept, Pen Tool Concept, Basic Shapes and functions, Benchmark Exercises 
Vocabulary Quiz/Inspirations

Week 
2  

Adobe Illustrator 2 - Pen Tool Mastery 
Basic Pen Tool methods, Selection, Arrange, Align, Color, Typography 
Project: Pen Tool Exercise and Sydney Project

Week 
3  

Adobe Illustrator 3 - Creating Icons 
Advanced Pen Tool Methods, Placing Images, Working from Templates, Links, Outline Stroke, 
Erase, Scissors/Knife, Blob Brush, Collage Metaphor 
Project: Icon/Logo

Week 
4  

Adobe Illustrator 4 - Complex Illustrations 
Pathfinder, Compound Shapes, Transformations, Artboards, Seamless Design Techniques, 
Width Tool, Text, Outlines, Grouping and Isolation Mode 
Project: Full Illustration

Week 
5  

Adobe Illustrator 5 - Realism and Building Form 
Layers, Color Sampling, Gradients, Blends, Mesh, Transparency, Brushes, Interpreting 
Continuous Tone 
Project: Portrait Rendering

Week 
6  

Adobe Photoshop 1 - Introduction 
Basic Interface and Tools Orientation, File Types, Term and Concepts, Raster Graphics, 
Resolution, Color Models 
Vocabulary Quiz/Inspirations

Week 
7  

Adobe Photoshop 2 - RAW and Color Correction 
Import, Camera RAW, Adjustments, Color Numbers (CMYK, RGB), Channels, Sampling, 
Neutrality, Color Correction, Levels/Curves, Crop 
Project: Color Correction

Week 
8  

Adobe Photoshop 3 - Alteration and Effects 
Selection/Isolation, Masking, Liquify, Dodge/Burn, Blur/Sharpen, Hue and Saturation, 
Selective Color, Cloning, Healing Brush, Red Eye, History Palette/Brush 
Project: Modelled Image

Week 
9 

Adobe Photoshop 4 - Composites 
Compiling Images, Canvas Size, Move Tool, Layers/Masks, Layer Adjustments/Nesting, 
Gradient Fades, Brushes, Color Layers/Masks 
Project: Graphic Design Magazine Cover

Week 
10  

Adobe Photoshop 5 - Design and Animation 
Text, Vector Tool and Shapes, Vector Masks, Effects, Non Destructive Layers, Layer Folders, 
Artboards, Smart Objects, Animation 
Project: Billboard Design and Animation Export

Week 
11 

Adobe InDesign 1 - Introduction and Typography 
Basic Interface and Tools Orientation, File Types, Term and Concept, Layout Composition and 
History, Character and Paragraph Palettes, Font Activations, Tabs, Find and Change (GREP) 
Vocabulary Quiz/Word Cloud Poster

Week 
12 

Adobe InDesign 2 - Layout and Graphics 
Selection, Content/Container, Placing Images/Graphics, Clipping Paths, Type on Path, Links, 
Libraries, Resolution, Color Swatches, Strokes/Fills, Gradients, Opacity, Transformations, 
Sampling, Arranging, Effects 
Project: Flyer Design



Week 
13 

Adobe InDesign 3 - Multipage Design 
Styles, Layers, Pages, Master Pages, Print/Export, Flightcheck, Package 
Project: Event Program/Trifold Brochure

Week 
14 

LAB 
This time is set aside to catch up on projects and get extra help to optimize your skills.


