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OT 343 Reading the Psalms and Wisdom Literature 
Online Education Syllabus Edition 1, Published 2019 

 3 credit hours 
 
 

Course designer/instructor: Samuel Hildebrandt (PhD) 

Email: samuel.hildebrandt@prairie.edu (response within 24 hours) 

Skype: Samuel.Hildebrandt2016 (by appointment only) 

 

 

I. Course Description 

This course offers a survey of the Psalms and Old Testament wisdom literature (Proverbs, 

Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs). Over the course of twelve sessions, you will receive a 

general introduction to these books, including their historical backgrounds, literary 

structure, and theological themes, and the hermeneutic approaches suitable to interpreting 

them. The course also highlights some of the main issues in the scholarly debates and leads 

you towards discerning the ways of worship and wisdom that these books provide for 

personal devotion and church ministry. These objectives will be accomplished through a 

combination of audio lectures, video material, the reading of the biblical books and selected 

scholarly resources, online interaction, and written assignments. 

Prerequisite: OT 112 Reading the Torah 

 

II. Course Rationale  

In contrast to the narratives and speeches that we find in the historical and prophetic 

books, the poetic format of the Psalms and wisdom texts may make it difficult to discern 

their unity and message. Beyond knowing an isolated verse here or a random proverbial 

saying there, readers of the Bible often are not well-acquainted with these books and their 

relationship to other parts of the Old Testament, let alone their links with the New 

Testament. Intended to redress this scenario, this course facilitates a guided, first-hand 

encounter with the biblical text and is geared toward fostering your ability to read Psalms 

and wisdom material with academic soundness and personal dedication. 

 

III. Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to do the following: 

1. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the structure and general   
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message of each individual book covered. 

2. Situate biblical poetic and wisdom texts in Israel’s historical and literary 

context (i.e., in relation to similar material from the Ancient Near East).  

3. Relate the content of the Psalms and wisdom literature to other parts of the Old 

Testament.  

4. Discern how to read these texts in light of Jesus Christ and the New Testament. 

5. Approach, analyze, and appreciate passages from these books in a manner that 

supports personal devotion and prepares for further academic study and 

church ministry. 

 

IV. Required Reading Material 

 

Bartholomew, Craig G., and Ryan P. O’Dowd. Old Testament Wisdom Literature. A 

Theological Introduction. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011 (available also 

as an ebook on www.ivpress.com). 

 

Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Psalms: The Prayer Book of the Bible. Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg  

 Fortress Press, 1970 (available also as a Kindle-edition).  

 

DeClaissé-Walford, Nancy L. “An Introduction to the Song of Songs.” Review & Expositor 

105, no. 3 (2008): 389-402 (available online on the ATLA database). 

 

Longman, Tremper. How to Read the Psalms. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1988  

 (available also as a Kindle-edition). 

 

*ESV: The Holy Bible. English Standard Version. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2007 (the 

ESV is listed here solely because it is the version from which I will read in the audio 

recordings. You may chose a different modern Bible version for your reading and citations, 

such as NIV or NRSV. 

 

V. Course Requirements 

This course is taught online over twelve sessions. All assignments must be completed 

within four months (16 weeks) from the time of enrollment, leaving approximately one 

week per teaching unit with four extra weeks for assignments. 

 

The teaching material and all specific instructions are provided on the course’s online 

platform. In addition to reading all the relevant biblical material as well as selections of 

secondary literature (see course schedule on page 6), each student is required to submit 

the following assignments: 
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1. Forum Posting and Interaction (x10) 20% 

2. Psalms Essay: Ways to Worship 20% 

3. Proverbs/Job Essay: Ways to Wisdom 20% 

4. Research Paper 40% 

 

1. Forum Posting and Interaction (20%). Providing an opportunity to reflect on the 

online material and the assigned readings, you will be asked to engage with a specific 

question and post your response in the online discussion forum (max. 200 words). These 

questions are provided on the handouts for each unit which you can access on the course’s 

online platform. Once you have written and posted your contribution, read some of the 

responses by other course participants and engage with one of them. Briefly indicate one 

positive aspect and make a suggestion for further thought. Please be concise, polite, and 

charitable in your online interaction. 

 

2. Psalms Essay: Ways to Worship (20%). Engage with the compositional structure of one 

of these Psalms (Pss 8; 19; 23; 27; 40; 46; 48; 62; 75; 84; 92; 96; 111; 138; 146): what is 

said in each verse (give a paraphrase) and how does it relate to the previous verse(s)? 

Having commented on the psalm verse-by-verse, give a summary statement of its main 

message. Referring to this outline, please identify and discuss some of the literary means 

which are employed in the psalmist’s worship of God (e.g., parallelism, imagery, 

exclamations, questions, repetitions, divine titles). How do these elements express, 

support, and inspire worship of God and how are they used to depict God’s worthiness to 

receive worship? At the end of the essay, reflect briefly on how your reading may suggest 

ways to worship for yourself and the church. Keep your essay around 1,500 words (*you 

will find a model for this essay in the supplementary audio lecture on Ps 42/43 which is 

included in unit 2 on the course platform). 

 

3. Proverbs/Job Essay: Ways to Wisdom (20%). Wisdom literature is not a mere 

collection of sayings about wisdom but is meant to make you wise in your thinking about 

God, the world, and yourself. Each book accomplishes this in a different way. Choose one of 

these options: 

 

OPTION A. The Book of Proverbs. One of the main problems in interpreting individual 

proverbs is the brevity and apparent disconnection of many sayings: frequently, a proverb 

does not “click” at first reading. However, as Michael V. Fox has demonstrated (feel free to 

read his “The Rhetoric of Disjointed Proverbs,” JSOT 29 [2004]: 165-177), it is precisely this 

characteristic which creates wise readers. Prompted to reflect on how the first line of a 

proverb may correspond, contrast, prepare, comment, unpack, etc., its second line, we 

come to think carefully about the role of God’s wisdom in our life, work, relationships, joys, 

and struggles. Choose five proverbs from this list (Prov 10.2; 11.22; 12.14; 13.2; 14.19; 
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15.33; 17.5; 18.1; 28.7; 19.3; 20.20; 21.17; 22.14; 24.26; 26.7; 27.9; 28.21; 29.5) and discuss 

what each individual line of the verse articulates and how they relate to each other. What 

wise lesson is the proverb teaching by combining these two lines? Devote 300 words to 

each of the five proverbs you have chosen (= 1,500 words/5 pages). 

 

OPTION B. The Book of Job. Engage with the compositional structure of two of these 

speeches (6.14-27; 9.1-12; 12.1-12; 14.1-17; 21.1-16; 24.13-25; 26.1-14): what is said in 

what order, what questions are asked, what laments are raised, what positions are 

affirmed, what fears are expressed? Go verse-by-verse and show how the individual 

elements hold together. Having demonstrated your grasp of the speech in this way, identify 

and discuss a few of its statements about God, human life, and the way the world works. Do 

you agree with Job’s words? Are his observations accurate? Can you think of ways in which 

they give wise counsel for your life situations? Keep your discussion of each of the two 

speeches at 750 words (= 1,500 words/5 pages). 

 

 *Important Note: For the Psalms and the Wisdom essay, please do not use any  

 secondary literature, such as commentaries, dictionaries, or Bible study guides.  

 These assignments are intended to give you an opportunity for a prayerful and  

 thoughtful engagement with the biblical text.  

 

3. Research Paper (40%). Culminating the course, you are invited to explore a text, topic, 

or issue that has attracted your attention in your study. You may, for instance, analyze one 

of your favourite psalms, a group of proverbs, or a dialogue in Song of Songs, or write on a 

specific theme, such as the fear of the LORD in wisdom literature or God’s kingship in the 

Psalms. Alternatively, you might choose to study a particular link between the material 

covered and the New Testament, tracing how it applies worship and wisdom to Jesus.  

 Please think early in the course about a possible topic and submit a rough proposal 

of what you want to write, why you are interested in it, and how you plan to structure your 

paper. While I ask you to submit this proposal no later than unit 6, you can, of course, write 

on topics that relate to the material in units 7-12. The proposal is not a graded assignment 

but simply a way for you to receive some feedback as you start thinking about your paper.  

 In contrast to the two essays, you must use and cite at least eight different 

secondary sources. Ensure a balanced combination, such as commentaries, journal articles 

(see ATLA database), and monographs. Each teaching unit contains a handout with 

recommended literature which provides a good starting point for your research. Please 

adhere in your citation practice to the guidelines in Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of 

Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (8th ed.; Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013). 

Although your selection, assessment, and use of secondary material will be of advantage for 

getting high grades, it is mandatory that you focus your paper throughout on what the 

biblical text says rather than what others say about it. 
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The paper should be kept at 3,600 words/12 pages, including footnotes. 

 

*For all written assignments: In order not to diminish the quality of what you have to say 

by how you say it, please check your spelling and grammar, cultivate a concise and clear 

style, structure your paper along headings and well-connected paragraphs, include an 

introduction and a conclusion, and always build your personal reflections on your study of 

the biblical text. Please refrain from submitting multiple assignments on the same day in 

order to allow the feedback you will receive for your work to inform your next submission.  

 

VI. Academic Policies 

1. Academic Integrity and Plagiarism. Please familiarize yourself with the Prairie College 

Academic Guide found at https://prairie.edu/current-students/registrars-office/. 

 
Use of Turnitin:   
This course makes use of Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain academic 
integrity.  Assignments uploaded in Brightspace will be submitted to Turnitin and will be 
added to the Turnitin reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of 
detecting plagiarism.  
Turnitin compares student work to a vast range of available sources and submits 
anoriginality report.  Turnitin does not make a judgment about plagiarism but shows the 
instructor whether sections of a student’s work are similar to or copies of pre-existing 
material.   

Here are Turnitin’s Privacy and Security statements. 

 

2. Policies Regarding Submission of Work. All written assignments must be word-processed 

on a computer, double-spaced, and written in size 12 Times New Roman font. Any work 

that is considerably below or beyond the required word count (+/- 10%) will be 

appropriately penalized.  

3. Grading and Response Time. The timeline for grading and assignment feedback is 7-10 

days. I will endeavour to respond to student communications within 2 days, excluding 

weekends, holidays, and vacation time. The following Prairie College grading scale applies 

to all written assignments. 
 

Letter Grade Number Grade  Rating Point Value 

A+ 90-100 
 

4.0 

A 85-89 Excellent 4.0 

A- 80-84 
 

3.7 

B+ 77-79 
 

3.3 

B 73-76 Good 3.0 

B- 70-72 
 

2.7 

C+ 67-69 
 

2.3 

https://prairie.edu/current-students/registrars-office/
https://help.turnitin.com/Privacy_and_Security/Privacy_and_Security.htm
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C 63-66 Satisfactory 2.0 

C- 60-62 
 

1.7 

D+ 55-59 
 

1.3 

D 50-54 Poor 1.0 

F 0-49 Failure 0.0 

P ------ Pass 
 

AU ------ Audit 
 

I ------ Incomplete 
 

W ------ Withdrew 
 

Numerical course grades are not rounded. 

VII. Course Schedule 

 

Unit Topic Reading Assignments 

1 Psalms - Introduction Pss 1-41; Longman, pp. 11-50. Forum posting 

2 Psalms - Literary Aspects Pss 42-89; Longman, pp. 88-122. Forum posting 

3 Psalms - Themes and 
Theology 

Pss 90-106; Longman, pp. 51-62; 
Bonhoeffer, pp. 27-62. 

Forum posting 

4 Psalms - Reading the 
Psalms as Christian 
Scripture 

Pss 107-150; Longman, pp. 63-73; 
Bonhoeffer, pp. 9-16. 

Psalms Essay due  

5 Introduction to  
Wisdom Literature 

Bartholomew/O’Dowd, feel free to 
read all of chs. 1-3, but definitely 
read pp. 19-46, 57-72. 

Forum posting 

6 Proverbs - Introduction Prov 1-9; Bartholomew/O’Dowd, 
pp. 73-100. 

Forum posting; 
Research Paper 
Proposal due 

7 Proverbs - Interpretation Prov 10-31; Bartholomew/O’Dowd, 
pp. 101-126. 

Forum posting 

8 Job - OT Context and the 
Issue of Suffering 

Job 1-42. Forum posting 

9 Job - Selected Speeches 
and Job as Christian 
Scripture 

Bartholomew/O’Dowd, pp. 127-
166. 

Wisdom Essay due 

 

10 Ecclesiastes Eccl 1-12; Bartholomew/O’Dowd, 
pp. 188-209. 

Forum posting 

11 Song of Songs SoS 1-8; DeClaissé-Walford, pp. 
389-402. 

Forum posting 

12 Wisdom Literature  
and the New Testament 

1 Corinthians 1-4; Ephesians 1.3-
14; Bartholomew/O’Dowd, pp. 231-

Forum posting; 
Research Paper due  
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327.  

 


