
1 
 

 

 
 

TH 100 INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 

Online Education Course Syllabus 

Edition 2, Published 2018 

3 credit hours 

 
 

Instructor: Dr. Bill Nyman, M.A.T.S., PhD. 

Email: bill.nyman@prairie.edu 

Cell Phone: 587-321-0588 (text) 

 

I. Course Description 

This course introduces you to the major doctrines of the Christian faith as found in the 

Scriptures. The primary purpose of the course is to teach you the skills to develop a Christian 

mindset by assisting you in constructing a solid theological foundation for thinking and dealing 

with life's most important issues by looking at theology’s most primary sources: the Bible and 

tradition. There are no prerequisites for this course.  

 

II. Course Rationale 

This course will enable you to begin to think theologically and to construct a Christian 

worldview for the edification of the community of faith and to the glory of the almighty God 

whom we serve. Additionally, the student will become conversant in the theological language 

used by influential theologians both past and present. 

 

III. Course Objectives 

The student will:  

1. Identify and appreciate the relevance and importance of thinking theologically. 

2. Be able to clearly articulate the doctrines of the Christian faith. 

3. Critically evaluate their own theological method and worldview. 

4. Develop a broader understanding of theology in general and learn how theology is 

practiced in the wider Christian community. 

 

IV. Textbooks 

You have the option to buy all of the Kindle edition of the textbooks rather than a hardcopy. You 

can download the Kindle app on your PC or any other electronic device using the following link 

https://www.amazon.ca/gp/digital/fiona/kcp-landing-page. 

mailto:bill.nyman@prairie.edu
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 Grenz, Stanley J. Created for Community: Connecting Christian Belief with Christian  

 Living. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2015. 

Thielicke, Helmut. A Little Exercise for Young Theologians. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans 

 Publishing, 1962. 

 

Some additional readings are posted in the course as PDF files. 

 

V. Performance Evaluation 

Course Outcome Requirement/Assessment Strategy Weight 

1,2,3,4 Theological Research Paper 30% 

1.4 Textbook Questions 20% 

1,2,3 Forum Discussions 15% 

1,2 Quizzes  15% 

1,2,3,4 Exam 20% 

 

VI. Course Requirements 

1. Theological Research Paper – 30% 

The Scriptures instruct, “In your thinking, be adults” (1 Corinthians 14:20). The purpose of the 

theological reflection assignment is to help you evaluate your growth in your understanding of 

God, his ways, and yourself. 

 

A. Choose a theological topic that has been covered in your textbooks, additional readings, 

class lectures or discussions that you would like to research. For research suggestions see 

Appendix II.   

B. Formulate a theological question that you want to research and submit this in Unit 5 for 

feedback. It is possible to set up a Skype appointment for further direction. Submission of 

the theological question is worth 5%. 

C. Create an annotated bibliography of the sources that you want to use and submit this in 

Unit 8. A total of 6-8 sources are required (articles and books). Note that your textbook 

can be a valuable resource. Submission of the annotated bibliography is worth 5%. 

D. Write a 6-8 page research paper using Chicago/Turabian style footnoting (see Writing 

and Research Handbook posted in the course) and submit this in Unit 9. When writing the 

paper, make sure you keep in mind the grading rubric in Appendix I. The final paper is 

worth 20%. 

 

For resources browse the T.S. Rendall library collection and the databases available from our 

library website (https://prairie.edu/current-students/library/). For details on how to access the 

databases, see the Writing and Research Handbook (posted in the Course Introduction). For 

borrowing library resources see the Online Education Library Borrowing Policy (also in the 

Course Introduction). 

 

 

https://prairie.edu/current-students/library/
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2. Textbook Questions – 20% 

At the end of each chapter of your textbook Created for Community, Stanley Grenz poses a 

number of questions. You are to give short answers (approx. 75-125 words) to each question. 

Submit the answers in each unit as indicated in the course. 

 

3. Forum Discussions – 15% 

There are several discussion questions posted in the course to which you are to respond—at the 

end of Unit 2, 4, and 8. You are to engage and respond to the questions and comments in each 

forum. Your responses are to be short, between 100 and 200 words.  

 

4. Theological Vocabulary Quizzes – 15% 

There are two multiple choice theological vocabulary quizzes where you are to define terms from 

the glossary on pages 269-272 of your textbook, Created for Community by Stanley Grenz. The 

first quiz (at the end of Unit 4) covers the terms listed on page 269-270 and the second quiz (at 

the end of Unit 7) covers the terms listed on page 271-272. The quizzes are closed book. 

 

5. Final Exam – 20% 

The final exam covers the complete course. The exam consists of 50 multiple choice questions 

and 2 short essay questions. Most of the questions are taken from the lectures, textbooks and 

from the additional readings (Calvin’s Institutes). The PowerPoint slides in each unit make a 

good study guide.  

 

You are to write your exam under the supervision of a proctor, i.e. an exam supervisor. Your 

proctor must be a responsible adult with a position such as a pastor, chaplain, church leader, 

administrator, school teacher, or college professor. Your proctor cannot be another student, your 

spouse, or someone related to you. Send the name, position, and email address of your proposed 

proctor to the Online Education office (online.ed@prairie.edu) one week before you wish to 

write your exam. After your proctor is approved, he or she will be sent instructions and the exam 

password. 

 

Graded exams are not available for review; only exam grades will be available to students. If you 

have specific questions about your grade you are welcome to contact your instructor or the 

Online Education Office (online.ed@prairie.edu). 

 

VII. Academic Policies 

1. Plagiarism  

“Plagiarism [is] [t]he presentation or submission of the work of someone else as the student’s 

own, including but not limited to work in print and electronic media.  ‘Substantial plagiarism’ is 

the use of an author’s phrases, sentences, thoughts, or arguments without adequate citation or 

credit.  ‘Complete plagiarism’ is the copying and presentation of an entire work as the student’s 

own.  ‘Inadvertent plagiarism’ is plagiarism which, to the best of the instructor’s belief, results 

from the student’s carelessness or ignorance.” There are mild to very severe penalties for this 

mailto:online.ed@prairie.edu
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kind of offence and they are spelled out in section 6.2 of the Academic Guide (see Registrar’s 

page on the Prairie website https://prairie.edu/current-students/registrars-office/). 

2. Grading and Response Time 

My timeline for grading and assignment feedback is 7-10 days. I will endeavour to respond to 

student communications within 2 days, excluding weekends, holidays, and vacation time.  

3. Grading Scale 

The following Prairie College grading scale applies to all written assignments. 

 

Letter Grade Number Grade  Rating Point Value 

A+ 90-100  4.0 

A 85-89 Excellent 4.0 

A- 80-84  3.7 

B+ 77-79  3.3 

B 73-76 Good 3.0 

B- 70-72  2.7 

C+ 67-69  2.3 

C 63-66 Satisfactory 2.0 

C- 60-62  1.7 

D+ 55-59  1.3 

D 50-54 Poor 1.0 

F 0-49 Failure 0.0 

P 50 or above Pass  

AU  Audit  

I  Incomplete  

W  Withdraw  

Note: Numerical course grades are not rounded. 
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VIII. Course Schedule 

Unit & Topic Readings Assignments 

Unit 1 – Prolegomena 

Introduction to Theology 
Grenz Created for 

Community -  Introduction 

 

Thielicke A Little Exercise for 

Young Theologians 

Textbook Questions on pages 

xxviii-xxix (end of 

Introduction). 

Unit 2 – Knowing God 

 

 

Revelation and Scripture 

 

Theology Proper 

Calvin’s Institutes I (PDF) 

Calvin’s Institutes II (PDF) 

 

Grenz C/C – ch. 1 & 2 

 

 

 

Textbook Questions on pages 

13 and 38 (end of ch. 1 & 2). 

 

Forum 1 

Unit 3 – Theological 

Anthropology 

Created in God's Image 

Grenz C/C – ch. 3 

 

Calvin’s Institutes III (PDF) 

Calvin’s Institutes IV (PDF) 

Textbook Questions on pages 

56-57 (end of ch. 3). 

Unit 4 – Hamartiology  

The Doctrine of Sin 

- Original sin 

- Total Depravity 

Grenz C/C – ch. 4 Textbook Questions on page 

76 (end of ch. 4). 

 

Forum 2 

 

Theological Vocabulary 

Quiz 1 

Unit 5 – Christology  

The Person of Jesus Christ 

 

His Humanity and His 

Divinity  

 

The Work of Christ 

Grenz C/C – ch. 5 &  6 Textbook Questions on pages 

98 and 118 (end of ch. 5 & 

6). 

 

Theological Question 

Submission 

Unit 6 – Pneumatology 
The Person of the Holy Spirit

  

The Work of the Spirit 

 

The Gifts of the Spirit 

Grenz C/C – ch. 7 & 8 

 

 

Calvin’s Institutes V (PDF) 

Calvin’s Institutes VI (PDF) 

Textbook Questions on pages 

139-140 and 166-167 (end of 

ch. 7 & 8). 
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Unit 7 – Angels and 

Demons  
What are Angels and Other 

Spiritual Beings 

Grenz’s Our Spiritual Co-

Creatures (PDFs) 
Theological Vocabulary 

Quiz 2 

Unit 8 – Ecclesiology  
The Church in the Old and 

New Testament 

 

The History of the Church 

 

Denominational Distinctives 

Grenz C/C – ch. 9 & 10 Textbook Questions on pages 

189 and 211-212 (end of ch. 

9 & 10) 

 

Annotated Bibliography 

Submission 

 

Forum 3 

Unit 9 – Eschatology  
Adam and the Tree of Life as 

shadows. 

 

The New Heaven and the 

New Earth 

Grenz C/C – ch. 11 & 12 

 

 

 

 

 

Grenz C/C – Epilogue 

Textbook Questions on pages 

233-234 and 255 (end of ch. 

11 & 12) 

 

Theological Research 

Paper Submission 

 

Final Exam 
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Appendix I 

Research Paper Grading Rubric 

 Bibliography (depending on the topics and the availability of resources, the ratio of books 

and articles may differ slightly) – 15% 

 Thesis statement – 10% 

 Theological insight – 20% 

 Grammar and spelling – 15% 

 Style, length and format (e.g., margins, title page etc.) – 15% 

 Sourcing and footnoting – 10% 

 Strong application (how does this help me and the church to grow closer to God and worship 

him better) – 15% 

 

Bibliography                                    /15 

Thesis statement/introduction     /10 

Theological insight      /20 

Grammar & spelling      /15 

Style/length/format      /15  

Sourcing and footnoting     /10 

Strong application      /15 

                      _____ 

        /100 
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Appendix II 

Research Suggestions 

 

Theological conversations:  

 Bible: Inerrant vs. Infallible  

 Atonement: Penal Substitutionary vs. Christus Victor  

 Baptism: Infant vs. Believer  

 Eschatology: Premillennialism vs. Amillennialism 

 God: Classical Theism vs. Open Theism 

 Intermediate State: Soul Sleep vs. Consciousness  

 Salvation: Freewill vs. Predestination  

 Salvation: Eternal Security vs. Conditional Security  

 Tongues: Cessationism vs. Continuationism  

 Hell: Eternal Conscious Torment vs. Annihilationism  

 Women: Complementarianism vs. Egalitarianism 


