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YO 224 CREATIVE TEACHING METHODS 

Online Education Course Syllabus 

Edition 1, Published 2017 

 

 

3 credit hours  

Instructor: Rev. Al Mertes, M.A.C.E., B.R.E. 

Phone: Home (403)-443-5049 

Email: al.mertes@prairie.edu 

 
Course Rationale 

This course will help you understand that teaching is more than just words—it is connecting heart, soul 

and mind with content. You will learn skills that will help you become an efficient teacher of God’s 

word. You will also discover how every lesson you teach can have an immediate and life-long impact on 

teens. 

 

Course Description 

This course examines the teaching methodology of Jesus, in principle and practice, for teachers of youth 

and adults. You will be introduced to several curriculum design processes that will help you become 

more effective teachers. We will explore several teaching methods that are guaranteed to bring your 

lessons to life with feeling and impact. 

 

Course Objectives 

This course is designed so that the student will be able to do the following: 

1. evaluate the importance of five major areas in the teaching-learning process by examining the teaching 

principles modeled by Jesus, the Master Teacher. 

2. evaluate the importance of Christian character by identifying qualities modeled by Jesus that are essential 

for  effective teachers. 

3. evaluate the necessity of understanding the learner by comparing learning channels to various teaching 

methodologies. 

4. evaluate how the learner learns by considering the learner’s need for respect, rewards, relating of new ideas 

and repetition of information. 

5. teach creatively by evaluating the importance of prayer, planning and preparation. 

6. “earn the right to be heard” by evaluating the needs of preteens, teenagers and adults. 

7. become aware of teachable moments and realize how to capitalize on them as a teacher. 

8. practice teaching in a high school or junior high setting. 

9. discover how you can become more creative in your teaching. 

10. be better equipped to write a lesson that will affect the student being taught. 



 

Prairie College   /   YO 224 Syllabus   / 2 

Course Textbooks 

Lefever, Marlene D. Creative Teaching Methods. Colorado Springs, CO: Cook, 2004. 

Tolbert, La Verne. Teaching Like Jesus. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000. 

 

Course Requirements 

1. Review of Textbooks    Objectives 1, 2 

Read both textbooks and truthfully state how much of the books you read. Write a 4-5 page reflection 

paper, highlighting 5-6 principles from the textbooks, and state how you could apply them to your future 

teaching experiences. 

 

Grade Weight: 15% 

Length: 2400 - 3000 words 

Due: Session 16 

 

2. Creating a Multi-Sensory Lesson    Objectives 3, 4, 7, 9, 10 

Create a multi-sensory lesson you would teach to teens using all the senses and the “Hook, Book, Look, 

Took” model. The lesson should be 50 min. in length. Choose a Bible passage to work from. Choose and 

explain your setting in a paragraph. Lesson should be written out in full. 

 

Grade Weight: 10% 

Length: 1800 - 2000 words 

Due: Session 13 

 

3. Six-Week Lesson Series    Objectives 6, 9, 10 

Choose one of the following three options: 

A. Develop a 6-week lesson series for teaching youth a church membership class. Examples of topics to 

include: baptism, communion, tithing, etc. 

B. Develop a 6-week series on a theme in the Bible. e.g. heroes, water, women, hills and valleys, weird 

and wonderful, etc. 

C. Develop a 6-week series around a character from the Bible e.g. Peter, Job, Jesus, Paul, etc. 

 

- Each lesson should reflect elements from what you have learned in this class and be designed around 

the “Hook, Book, Look, Took” model.  

- Lessons should be competed in outline form with time allotments for each section. 

- Lessons should include enough material for 1 hour. 

- Choose your setting: pre-teens, Jr High, Sr High, Young Adult, Adults, Seniors. 

- Use a different method for each lesson from the book “Creative Teaching Methods”, e.g. Drama, 

Mime, Creative story, etc. 

- Identify Bloom’s taxonomy questions throughout each lesson. 

 

See the example lesson at the end of the syllabus. 

 

Grade Weight: 25% 

Length: as described 

Due: Lesson 1 in Session 11; Complete Series in Session 17 
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4. Teaching Experience    Objectives 5, 6, 7, 8 

You will teach one of your created lessons (multisensory lesson or one of your six lessons) to junior or 

senior high students in a Sunday School class or youth group setting. Or, if applicable, an adult setting. 

Have the students, plus an experienced teacher, evaluate and grade you using the forms provided. Write 

a reflection paper on your experience and turn it in along with the lesson material you taught and the 

evaluations. 

 

Grade Weight: 10% 

Length: Lesson 1000-1500 words; Reflection Paper ~ 600 words 

Due: Session 18 

 

5. Forum Postings     Objective 9 

You will need to choose two of the five forums that are part of this course and post on them. Your post 

should be at least two to three sentences. Also, respond to two other postings on any of the five forums. 

 

Grade Weight: 10% 

Due: Choice of Sessions 1, 4, 5, 7, and 14 

 

6. Research Project     Objectives 3, 9 

Choose one of the following topics and write a 6-8 page paper on the affects it has on teaching and how 

you will apply it to your teaching experiences. 

 

Topics you can choose from: 

- Integrating students with special needs into your ministry 

- Classroom discipline 

- Using the 7 Roots of Understanding in your teaching 

- Using simulation games in your teaching 

- Drama in the classroom 

- The importance of creativity in the classroom 

 

The paper should show evidence of research outside of the textbooks. Please include a brief description 

of your target audience, e.g. Senior high boys. 

 

Grade Weight: 15% 

Length: 1500 - 2000 words 

Due: Session 15 

 

7. Final Exam 

The final exam is made up of 55 multiple choice and true/false questions. It will cover the videos, the 

power points and the readings you have been asked to do. 

 

The exam must be completed in the presence of a proctor, i.e. an exam supervisor. The proctor must be a 

responsible adult with a position such as a pastor, chaplain, church leader, administrator, school teacher, 

or college professor. The proctor cannot be another student, the spouse of a student or related to you. 

Send the name, position, and email address of your proposed proctor to the Online Education office 

(online.ed@prairie.edu) one week before you wish to write your exam. After your proctor is approved, 

mailto:online.ed@prairie.edu
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he or she will be sent instructions and the exam password. 

  

Graded exams are not available for review; only exam grades will be available to students. If you have 

specific questions about your grade you are welcome to contact your instructor or the Online Education 

office. 

 

Grade Weight: 15% 

Due: Session 18 

 

Course Evaluation 

Review of Textbooks      15% 

Multi-Sensory Lesson     10% 

Six-Week Lesson Series    25% 

Teaching Experience     10% 

Forum Postings     10% 

Research Project     15% 

Final Exam      15% 

 

Course Protocols 

Email is the best and quickest way to get a message to me. 

 

Assignment Format 

1. Include a cover page with assignment name, course title and number. 

2. All assignments are to be typed in 12-point readable font (e.g. Times New Roman or its equivalent). Please 

do not use script or artistic fonts. 

3. Paragraphs should be double-spaced and margins should be set to 1 inch on all sides. 

4. Use correct spelling and grammar. 

5. Proper quotation of sources must be utilized where appropriate. (I prefer footnotes over endnotes.) 

6. Please adhere to the recommended length of assignments; marks will be deducted if assignments are 

exceedingly longer or shorter than the suggested length. 

 

Academic Dishonesty 

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. 

 

In college courses, we are continually engaged with other people’s ideas: we read them in texts, hear 

them in lecture, discuss them in class, and incorporate them into our own writing.  As a result, it is very 

important that we give credit where it is due. Plagiarism includes turning in as your own work any 

drafts, papers, or homework that incorporates any ideas or actual writing done by others (or from the 

Internet) without acknowledging the source you used. A student found guilty of academic misconduct 

may lose part or all of the term marks for the course.  

Please see the current College Academic Guide for more details (prairie.edu/Bible-College/Registrars-

Office). 

 

Grading and Response Time 

My timeline for grading and assignment feedback is 7-10 days. I will endeavour to respond to student 

communications within 2 days, excluding weekends, holidays, and vacation time. 
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Grading Scale  

Letter Grade Number Grade Rating  Point Value 

A+ 90-100  4.0 

A 85-89 Excellent 4.0 

A- 80-84  3.7 

B+ 77-79  3.3 

B 73-76 Good 3.0 

B- 70-72  2.7 

C+ 67-69  2.3 

C 63-66 Satisfactory 2.0 

C- 60-62  1.7 

D+ 55-59  1.3 

D 50-54 Poor 1.0 

F 0-49 Failure 0.0 

P 50 or above Pass  

AU ----- Audit  

I ----- Incomplete  

W ----- Withdrew  

 

 Numerical course grades are not rounded.   
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Course Outline 

 

Session Title Reading Due 

Intro Introduction Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 2  

1 Focus on Learning Rather than Teaching Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 3 & 4 Forum 1 

2 Concentrate on the Essentials   

3 Emphasize Understanding Over Rote 
Memorization 

Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 5  

4 Creating Teachable Moments Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 9 Forum 2 

5 Creating the Need to Learn Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 6 Forum 3 

6 Encouragement in the Classroom Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 8 
 

 

7 Active & Interactive Learning Teaching Like Jesus, Chap. 7 Forum 4 

8 6 Facets of Learning - Personality/Methodology   

9 Beyond the Blackboard   

10 Using Curriculum that Produces Authentic 
Learning 

Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 1, 2 & 3  

11 Drama in the Classroom Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 4 Lesson 1 of Six-Week Lesson Series 

12 Mime - Miracle of Motion Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 5 & 6  

13 Simulation Games Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 7 Multi-Sensory Lesson 

14 Classroom Discipline Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 12 Forum 5 

15 Use of Case Studies Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 10 Research Project 

16 The Art of Discussion & Bringing Your Classroom 
Alive 

Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 9 Review of Textbooks 

17 The Art of Storytelling Creative Teaching Methods, Chap. 8 Complete Six-Week Lesson Series 

18 Course Review  Teaching Experience Lesson 
Reflection Paper 
Evaluations by Students 
Evaluation by Experienced Teacher 
Final Exam 
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SAMPLE LESSON 

 

Week 3: Trust in God!!-Big Idea 

-As a teacher you want to get to know and call them by their names, compliment students as they 

engage to encourage more discussion, give each person a chance to be involved by seeking out 

quiet people, ask them their opinions and really value what they say, and look at everyone in 

group and include them. I would do these things to show that I care about my students to be a 

great teacher. 

 

Hook (Time: 15 minutes): 

-Do a simulation game called the Wind in the Willows. Brief it to show the seriousness of paying 

attention and to stand ready for when they fall. Also do not launch the person in the middle, just 

a slight pass around. MAKE SURE THIS IS KNOWN. One person will stand in the middle and 

everyone else will stand around this person in a circle. Everyone on the outside will stand fairly 

close with enough room for the person to fall slightly into their hands with one foot in front of 

the other, knees bent and hands out ready to catch. The person in the middle will put their hand 

over their chest and will close their eyes and ask if anyone is not ready. When there is no 

response then the person will say "Falling” and the people in the circle will say “Fall away.” The 

person in the middle will start falling backwards without bending their knees, into the people's 

hands and the circle of people will keep the person up and pass them around without launching 

them. When done they will open their eyes and a new person will step in. This includes 

kinaesthetic, interpersonal and visual learning.  

-Debrief: Knowledge Questions: What happened during this initiative? What was it like as the 

person in the middle? In the outside circle? Comprehension Questions: What helped you to 

trust? What hindered you from trusting? Application Questions: What did you learn about 

yourself from this exercise? How can you apply that to your life? Also could use Evaluation 

Questions. 

 

Book (Time: 20 minutes): 

-Key Verses: Proverbs 3:5-6 Whole Passage: Proverbs 3:1-12. Read whole passage then reread 

key verses. 

The Lesson: 

-To trust: in the LORD with all my heart means to hide in Him for refuge and to place all my 

confidence in Him. 

-In the LORD: LORD: Self existent or eternal. (Exodus 3:13-15) YHVH is God’s name! We 

would recognize it as Jehovah, since our language through time has changed Hebrew Y’s to J’s, 

plus vowels. You'll also hear people pronounce it, probably more correctly, as "Yahweh.” But 

however His name is to be pronounced or spelled, this is His name! This is the name to which we 
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are to hide and in which we are to place all our confidence. (Here have a pair share about a 

time when they trusted the Lord.) This includes interpersonal learning. 

-With all: Every bit of my trust and confidence is to be placed in God. (Psalm 20:7) 

-Thine heart: very widely for the feelings, the will and even the intellect, likewise for the center 

of anything. 

-And lean not on your own understanding: We are not to support ourselves on things that we 

can mentally distinguish or try to separate and figure out. We only have this human, earthly 

body, with our five senses. As we've seen many times now, Eve was deceived when she relied 

upon her senses. We are no different! We must trust on the eternal God, whom we cannot see 

and cannot understand. (Isaiah 55.6-9) (Here have students write a rephrase of verse one in 

their own words and then pair share what they wrote). This includes interpersonal and 

introspective learning. 

-In all your ways acknowledge Him: Acknowledge God by seeking His wise aid (Proverbs 

16:3, Psalms 37:5, and Jeremiah 9:23, Jeremiah 9:24). 

-And He will make straight your paths: To be made right, pleasant or prosperous (Isaiah 

30:19, 21, Hebrews 4:16), paths: a well trodden path (Isaiah 66:19-23; Rev. 21:1-3, 21-27) 

These are all things I cannot see with my senses, with my own understanding. But when I 

acknowledge Him by faith, this is my promised end! How much more prosperous could it be? 

How much more love could this Eternal God lavish on me? So I must trust in YHVH with all my 

heart. What a delight His commands can be! 

-After Book use Knowledge and Comprehension Questions. 

Look (10 minutes): 

-Write a creative story on how a person applied these principles to their life today. This includes 

kinaesthetic and introspective learning. 

-Four open-ended Questions: How does your creative story show an application of these 

principles? How does this story apply to your church? Family? School? In what ways have you 

seen parts of your story played out in your life at church, family, school or other areas? In what 

ways not? This includes logical and interpersonal learning and Application and Analysis 

Questions. 

 

Took (15 minutes): Discussion: Application Questions: How do you trust God in your life 

today? Does all of your heart trust in the eternal God - or are your feelings, will and intellect 

trusting in other things alongside Him? What areas in trusting God would you like to change? 

Synthesis Questions: How can you take ideas and practically use them in your life? Make a goal 

today to start implementing these into your life! This includes logical and interpersonal 

learning. Use Evaluation Questions here. 

 

End with prayer specifically about trusting in God. 
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Questions: 

Knowledge: What does it mean to trust in the LORD? How do we acknowledge Him? What is 

the meaning of the LORD? 

Comprehension: Rewrite these two verses in your own words. What did some of the verses say 

about how to acknowledge Him? 

Application: What parts of these verses applies to your life today? How do you trust God with 

all your heart? And not leaning on your own understanding? How can you improve these to learn 

how to trust more? 

Analysis: If you see a friend making a poor choice and leaning on their own understanding how 

would you respond? Tomorrow if you are faced with a tough decision, one that would be easier 

but is leaning on your own understanding and an easy way out, what would you choose to do? 

What difference would it make if you chose to trust in God in all of your decisions? 

Synthesis: How does what we learned today help solve a problem in our society? Church? 

Family? 


