
 

 

 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

CRJ 201:  INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

 
 

INSTRUCTOR:   Jeff Black MPA 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:   JKB@reinhardt.edu 

  

OFFICE PHONE:   770-630-2772 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE:   
August 19, 2019-October 13,2019 (Mid-Summer Semester/Session II) 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:     

A survey of the system of American criminal justice, this course gives an overview of police, 

prosecution, courts and corrections.  Highlighted are major concerns in contemporary 

administration of justice; functions of criminal law; assessments of crime, organized crime, 

narcotics, and drug abuse; roles of the judiciary; and institutional and community corrections. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: 

  
Bohm, R.M., & Haley, K.N. (2018). Introduction to criminal justice (9th ed.). New York, NY:  McGraw 

Hill.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:     

After completing this course, the student will be able to: 

 Summarize how the criminal justice system responds to crime. 

 Identify major differences between Packer’s crime control and due process models of the 

criminal justice system. 

 Summarize protections afforded in the Bill of Rights and identify the origins of American 

criminal law. 

 Explain the concepts of legal precedent and stare decisis. 

 Describe the early development of policing in England and America. 



 

 

 Describe the primary functions of full service law enforcement agencies and the role of 

community policing. 

 Describe the powers, duties, and roles of actors in the administration of justice. 

 Identify procedural steps involved in criminal trials. 

 Identify factors that influence sentencing decisions and explain correctional philosophies. 

 Describe recent trends in the use of incarceration in the United States. 

 Summarize what recidivism research reveals about the success of the prison in achieving 

deterrence and rehabilitation. 

 Define community corrections and identify the goals and responsibilities of community 

corrections agencies. 

 CREDIT HOUR STATEMENT 

Courses offered in a 7-week session are twice as intensive as those held during a 

traditional full semester. Each week students should expect to spend 14 hours interacting with 

course content through a combination of direct instruction and out of class student work.  Examples 

of direct instruction may include viewing or reading course lectures, engaging in class forum 

discussions with the course instructor and other students, viewing or reading supplementary online 

content required by the instructor, completing course quizzes and/or examinations, and reading 

instructor announcements related to course material and instructor feedback on assignments.  

Examples of out of class student work may include reading the assigned course 

textbook, doing independent library research, completing essay assignments, developing more 

extensive research papers, and studying in preparation for exams and quizzes. 

 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

 
All assignments must be completed by the learner.  Learners are expected to read and adhere to the 

Academic Integrity section of Reinhardt University’s Academic Catalog.  Cases of academic dishonesty 

may result in expulsion from the University, a failing grade for the course, or a failing grade for the 

assignment.  
 

The following are recognized as unacceptable forms of academic behavior at Reinhardt University:  

 

1. Plagiarizing, that is presenting words or ideas not your own as if they were your own. The words 

of others must be enclosed in quotation marks and documented. The source of the distinctive 



 

 

ideas must also be acknowledged through appropriate documentation.  (NOTE:  Strictly adhere to 

APA citation and referencing guidelines to avoid this).  

2. Submitting a paper written by another student or another person as if it were your own.  

3.  Submitting a paper containing sentences, paragraphs, or sections lifted from another student’s 

work or   other publication; there must be written documentation.  

4. Submitting a paper written by you for another course or occasion without the explicit knowledge 

and consent of the instructor.  

5. Fabricating evidence or statistics that supposedly represent your original research.  

6. Cheating of any sort on tests, papers, projects, reports, etc.  

7. Using the internet inappropriately as a resource. See 3 above.  

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS/ASSIGNMENTS: 

 
Knowledge of the material presented in this course will be evaluated based on the satisfactory completion 

of all coursework.  Methods of instruction and learning include module reading assignments, discussion 

postings, individual research, and essay assignments.  Learners are expected to complete all module 

activities during the week they are assigned and in the manner prescribed.   

 

Reading Assignments:    Learner’s are expected to complete the assigned textbook readings 

             for each module prior to participating in discussions. 

 

  

 

Module Discussion Posts: Each module discussion posting must contain a minimum of a 200 word 

initial response.  The deadline for initial posting is Thursday of each 

week by 11:55 PM (EST).  Learners will be penalized 10 points for each 

day he/she is late on an initial posting.  Initial postings will not be 

accepted after 11:59 PM on Friday.  Initial postings must cite material 

from the course textbook and one outside scholarly source in accordance 

with APA guidelines.   

 

Learners must reply to THREE DIFFERENT students in the class with a 

minimum of a 100 word response and cite the text or one scholarly 

source in APA format.  The responses must be substantive in nature by 

adding additional knowledge to the conversation. Responses are due no 

later than 11:55 PM (EST) on Saturday.  Learners must also reply to 

“follow up” discussion question posted by the instructor. The follow up 

answer is not an opinion and must be supported by the text or a scholarly 

source in APA format. 

 

All postings and replies must adhere to APA 6
th
 Edition guidelines 

regarding citations and referencing.    Learners must also employ proper 

grammar, punctuation, and correct spelling. Module discussion posts will 

be averaged together and will account for 20% of the final course grade. 

 

 



 

 

Essay Assignments: Learners must complete all module assignments no later than 11:55 PM 

(EST) on Sunday.  Module assignments often have more than one part.  

Be sure to answer each part of each question.  Learners must adhere to 

the minimum word count specified for each assignment.  Assignments 

must adhere to the citation and referencing guidelines contained in the 6
th
 

Edition APA Manual.  Learners must also employ proper grammar, 

punctuation, and correct spelling in all submissions.   Unit assignments 

will be averaged together and will account for 40% of the final course 

grade. 

 

  

Quizzes: A minimum of four quizzes will be given during the five week session. 

Individual quizzes will be administered at the end of each learning 

module.  Grades from quizzes will be averaged together and account for 

10% of the final course grade.   

     

 

Final Examination: A final examination will be administered during the last week of the final 

module. The examination may not be made up except under exigent 

circumstances as approved by the instructor.  The final examination will 

account for 30% of the final course grade. 

   

  

EVALUATION & GRADING: 

 
The following grading scale will be utilized in the determination of the student’s course grade: 

 

Percentage of Points Earned  Corresponding Letter Grade 

90 to 100%    A 

80 to 89%    B 

70 to 79%    C  *grade of C or higher required 

60 to 69%    D 

0 to 59%     F 

 

 

FINAL AVERAGE BREAKDOWN: 
Module Discussion Posts    20% 

Essay Assignments     40% 

Unit Quizzes    10% 

Final Examination    30%  

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides 

comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation 

requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for 

reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a documented disability requiring an 

accommodation, please contact the Academic Support Office (ASO). 

Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with 

disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO). ASO is located in 



 

 

the basement of Lawson Building. Phone is 770-720-5567. To receive academic accommodations for this 

class, please obtain the proper ASO letters/forms. 

 

 

PROJECTED LEARNING SCHEDULE: 

Module 1: August 19, 2019-August 25, 2019 (One week) 

Completion of Discussion post/three classmate follow up posts, the on-line quiz, and the complete section 

questions are due within this week. 

Chapter 1- Crime and Justice in the United States 

Module 2:  August 26, 2019-September 1, 2019 (One week) 

Completion of Discussion post/three classmate follow up posts, the on-line quiz, and the complete section 

questions are due within this week. 

Chapter 2- Crime and its Consequences 

Chapter 4 – The Rule of Law 

Module 3:  September 2, 2019-September 15, 2019 (Two Weeks) 

The discussion post and the three follow up classmate posts are due between September 2nd and 

September 7th. 

The complete section questions and the on-line quiz are due between September 9th and September 15th. 

Chapter 5- History and Structure of American Law Enforcement 

Chapter 6- Policing:  Roles, Styles, and Functions 

Chapter 7- Policing America:  Issues and Ethics 

Module 4:  September 16, 2019-September 29, 2019 (Two Weeks) 

The discussion post and the three follow up classmate posts are due between September 16th and 

September 21st. 

The complete section questions and the on-line quiz are due between September 23rd and September 

29th. 

Chapter 8- The Administration of Justice 

Chapter 9- Sentencing, Appeals, and the Death Penalty 



 

 

Module 5:  September 30, 2019-October 13, 2019 (Two Weeks)  

The discussion post and the three follow up classmate posts are due between September 30th and October 

5th. 

The complete section questions and the on-line quiz are due between October 7th and October 13th. 

Chapter 10- Institutional Corrections 

Chapter 11- Prison Life, Inmate Rights, Release and Recidivism 

Chapter 12- Community Corrections 

 

ONLINE ATTENDANCE AND WITHDRAWAL POLICY: 

 
Students are accountable for all required work in each of their courses. They must assume full 

responsibility for class attendance in a way satisfactory to the instructor and for work missed because of 

absence. Since class sessions function not merely for individual learning but also for group interaction, 

absences can become a serious problem both for the individual and for the group. 

 

This online course is delivered over a period of eight weeks with activities and assignments specified for 

each week.  An online week is defined as being Monday 12:00 AM (EST) through Sunday at 11:59 PM 

(EST).  Deadlines for attendance are based on Eastern Standard Time.   

 

A student will be considered in attendance for a given week of online instruction if he or she participates 

in the course.  Participation is defined as posting a response to a discussion assignment or submitting a 

completed course room activity/assignment during the online week prior to Sunday at 11:59 PM (EST).   

 

Initial Course Participation 

A student who fails to participate during the first 8 calendar days of a course shall be administratively 

withdrawn from the course. 

 

Ongoing Course Participation 

Ongoing course participation is satisfied through the continued completion of course room activities, such 

as assignments or discussion question responses.  Students who do not participate in a course for 7 or 

more consecutive days are not satisfying ongoing course participation.  

  

Students who are not satisfying the ongoing course participation requirement will be notified by the 

instructor via University email.  The learner must resume participation in the course within 3 calendar 

days following the sending of this notification.   

 

Students who do not resume participation in the course will be administratively withdrawn from the 

course and issued a grade of “W” or “F”.  A grade of “W” will be issued if the administrative withdrawal 

occurs before 11:59 PM on Monday of the fourth week of the course. 

 

Students may be impacted academically and financially in the case of voluntary and administrative 

withdrawals.  It is the student’s responsibility to understand these implications. 

 



 

 

 

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: 
Reinhardt University does not discriminate in any of its policies, programs, or activities on the basis of 

race, color, age, culture, national origin, socioeconomic status, gender, religious belief, sexual orientation, 

physical (dis)ability or genetic information.  
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