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We're delighted to have you study at RMC! Please note the following policies: 

We try our best to ensure you get the most from the courses in which you are enrolled and welcome your 

feedback. 
 

Online Courtesy 

As beings created in the image of God, we all deserve to be treated with the utmost respect whether we are 

a facilitator or a student. Online courses give us the opportunity to encourage social interaction, relationship 

building and trust between participants which befits our status as image-bearers. Failure to show respect in 

course interchange, through emails, announcements, discussion forums or instant chat, whether in the form 

of racism, chauvinism or simple unkindness is ungracious and inappropriate for the health of Christian 

community. Where mutual respect exists, the possibility of learning is enhanced for all. 

 

Therefore, please remember that there is a person behind every comment on the course website – when you 

respond, be gracious, give the benefit of the doubt and ask for clarification. Review your comments in the 

discussion forums for tone before submitting them – sarcasm and jokes often do not translate well in the 

online environment. Be sure your messages are clear – it is tempting to quickly write a response and 

submit it but this can lead to confusion if your thoughts are a bit jumbled – take time to polish your 

remarks. Remember that your comments, whether in emails or discussion forums can become public so act 

accordingly. 

RMC Grading Policy 

Grade GradePoint  

A+ 4.0 

A 4.0 A = Excellent - superior performance showing comprehensive understanding of subject matter. 

A– 3.7 

B+ 3.3 

B 3.0 B = Good - clearly above average performance with knowledge of the subject matter generally complete. 

B– 2.7 

C+ 2.3 

C 2.0 C = Satisfactory — basic understanding of subject matter. C– 1.7 

D+ 1.3 

D 1.0 D = Inferior work which falls below the expectations of the course but which is of passing quality. 

D– 0.7 

F 0.0 F = Failure to meet the minimum standards required for a passing grade. 

P Pass P = Represents satisfactory work. Given only in courses specially designated for Pass /Fail grading. 

IN Incomplete 

VW Voluntary Withdrawal from a course before the course withdrawal deadline. 

Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percentage  GPA 

A+ 90-100 Excellent 4.0 

A 85-89  4.0 

A- 80-84  3.7 

B+ 77-79  3.3 

B 73-76 Above Average 3.0 

B- 70-72  2.7 

C+ 67-69  2.3 

C 63-66 Average 2.0 

C- 60-62  1.7 

D+ 57-59  1.3 

D 53-56  1.0 

D- 50-52  0.7 

F < 50 No Credit (Fail) 0 
 

  



 

Plagiarism & Academic Misconduct at Rocky Mountain College 

A. Plagiarism Defined 

Plagiarism - involves submitting or presenting work in a course as if it were the student's own 

work done expressly for that particular course when, in fact, it is not. Plagiarism exists when: 

1. the work submitted was done, in whole or in part, by an individual other than the one 

submitting the work, 
2. parts of the work are taken from another source without reference to the original author, 

3. the whole work is copied from another source, and/or 

4. a student submits or presents work in one course which has also been submitted in 

another course (although it may be completely original with that student) without the 

knowledge of or prior agreement of the instructor involved. 

While it is recognized that scholarly work often involves reference to the ideas, data and 

conclusions of other scholars, intellectual honesty requires that such references be explicitly and 

clearly noted. Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence. 

 
B. Penalties 

1. Failing Grade - a student may be given a failing grade in either the assignment or course 

in which that student is found guilty of plagiarism. Except in circumstances in which 

leniency is warranted, this penalty will be applied in conjunction with one or other of the 

other penalties mentioned below. 

2. Disciplinary Probation - when a student is placed on disciplinary probation, he or she is 

entitled to proceed with their academic program. If the student is found guilty of a further 

academic offence the student will be suspended or expelled. 

3. Suspension - suspension takes place when a student is denied continuance at the college 

for a specified period of time. A student who has been placed under suspension is eligible 

to reapply for admission after the end of that specified period of time. Suspension does 

not imply automatic readmission; a student must satisfy the dean of his/her eligibility for 

readmission. 

4. Expulsion - a student who is expelled is dismissed permanently from the college with no 

right to apply for readmission. 

 

C. Penalties and Their Application 

1. In cases in which the dean is satisfied that a student is guilty of a clear intention to 

deceive, the normal penalty will be either suspension or expulsion from the college. 

2. In cases in which the dean is satisfied that an offence has been committed, but doubt is 

left as to the existence of a clear intention to deceive, the normal penalty will be 

disciplinary probation. 

3. In cases where a student is found guilty of more than a single offence, the normal penalty 

will be expulsion from the college. 

 
Copies of the official policy regarding Plagiarism and other academic crimes can be found on the RMC 

website. If charged with plagiarism, it would be wise for a student to familiarize themselves with the 

RMC policy, “Plagiarism, Cheating & Academic Misconduct.” 

 
This policy is based on the University of Calgary policy “Plagiarism, 

Cheating & Academic Misconduct - 1996-97”Copyright © 1998 University of 
Calgary 



 

 

 

HTH287 – History of Christianity I 
Rocky Mountain College 

Credits: 3 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION & PURPOSE: 

This course traces the fundamental developments in Christian belief, institutions and 
worship from the origins of Christianity until the dawn of the Reformation. Beginning 
with a survey of early Christianity—its Jewish legacy, Jesus and the Apostles, the 
shaping of Christian doctrine—the course continues with an overview of the 
Christianization of the East and West; the basic structures of Christian authority; 
important Christian thinkers, mystics, and clergy; and significant events, movements, 
and transitions until the year 1500. 

 
 
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

By the end of the course, the student is expect to: 

a.) be able to explain the intellectual, socio-economic, and political setting that 
shaped Christianity in ancient Rome, Byzantium, and medieval Europe; 

 
b.) recount the key causes and reasons for the dominance of Christianity in Europe 
during the Middle Ages; 

 
c.) identify and describe the various epochs that have divided the history of 
Christianity along geographical, ethnic, socio-economic, political, and confessional 
lines before the dawn of the European Reformations; 

 
d.) outline key features of the lives of important Christian thinkers who emerged as 
symbols of their respective intellectual and spiritual trends and understand their 
continuing legacy on the contours of Christianity and the Western world today; 

 

e.) be able to interact meaningfully with and describe the relevant and more recent 
historiographical issues and debates surrounding the study of the history of 
Christianity and scholarly perspectives on its abiding legacy and implications for 
society today. 

III. REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: 

 
González, Justo L. The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the 

Reformation, rev. & upd. New York: HarperCollins, 2010. 
 

Primary Source Readings – available in each module 

 
IV: COURSE OUTLINE: 

 

The course is structured according to the historical development of the major themes, 
ideas, thinkers, intellectual trends, events, and movements in Christianity's history from 
its birth to the end of the fifteenth century. 

 



 

Module Topic Reading / Assignment 

 

Module 1: 

Course Introduction 

• Syllabus and Opening 

Comments 
“The Social & Religious Setting of 

the Birth of Christianity” 

 

González, pp. xiii–5. 

 

Module 2: 

“The Origins of Christianity: Early 

Christian Persecution, The Apostolic 
Fathers and Apologists, and Early 

Christian Diversity” 

González, 19–39. 

Primary Source Readings: Clement of 
Rome (fl. 96 CE) – “First Epistle to the 

Corinthians” 

 

Module 3: 

 
“Early Christian Worship and 
Liturgy” 

González, pp. 83–107. 

Primary Source Readings: “The Didache, or 

Teachings of the Twelve Apostles” 

 

Module 4: 
“From Diocletian to Constantine: 
Christian Toleration and the Rise of 

Monasticism” 

González, pp. 137–158; 168–172. 

Primary Source Readings: “Sayings of the 
Desert Fathers” 

 

Module 5: 

“The Council of Nicea (325 CE) and 

St. Athanasius’ Defence of 

Orthodoxy” 

González, pp. 173–179; 193–197; 209–231. 

Primary Source Readings: “The Creed and 

Canons of the Nicene Council (325 CE)” 

 

Module 6: 

 
“Augustine of Hippo, the Rise of the 

Papacy, and the Origin of Islam” 

González, pp. 233–239; 253–277; 295–313; 

321–325. 

Primary Source Readings: “Augustine on 

Irresistible Grace and Perseverance” and 
“Pelagius’ Rejection of Original Sin” 

 

Module 7: 

“Charlemagne, the Carolingian 

Renaissance, and the Iconoclastic 
Controversy” 

González, pp. 327–344. 
Primary Source Readings: “St. John of 

Damascus – De fide Orthodoxa” 



 

 

Module Topic Reading / Assignment 

 

Module 8: 

 
“East-West Schism and the 

Crusades” 

González, pp. 349–356; 363–368; 381–406. 

Primary Source Readings: “Speech of 

Urban II at the Council of Clermont, 1095: 
Fulcher of Chartres” 

 

Module 9: 
“The Mendicant Orders 
(Franciscans), Scholasticism in the 

West, and Early Reformers” 

González, pp. 407–411; 415–425; 429–471. 

Primary Source Readings: “Bull of Pope 

Gregory XI, Against John Wycliffe” 

 

Module 10: 

 
“Eastern Christian Spirituality, 
German Mysticism” 

González, pp. 473–490. 

Primary Source Readings: “Anonymous – 

“Theologia Deutsch” 

 

V. COURSE ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

Weight Assignment Date Due 

20% Participation & Prim. Source Reading Resp. For each module 

20% Midterm Exam After completing Module 5 

30% Research Paper Final day of the course 

30% Final Exam After completing all modules 

 

Course Readings: 
The core of the readings for this course is in the Gonzalez textbook. The student is 
advised to read the selections from the Gonzalez text as they appear in the course 
outline above. The student must also familiarize her- or himself with all the primary 
source readings, which will be the selections on which students will complete their 
Primary Source Reading Responses. These primary source readings will be uploaded 
beginning in Module 2 for you to either read online or print for yourself. 

 

Participation and Primary Source Reading Responses (20%): 
It is expected that the student will listen to all recorded lectures and follow along with 
the PowerPoint slides, view the various video clips, contact the professor with relevant 
questions for further clarification or elaboration on what is being discussed whenever 
needed, hand in assignments on time, and participate in online discussions based on 
question(s) posed by the professor on topics related to the history of Christianity from 
its origins to the dawn of the 16th century. The amount and quality of the students’ 
completion of these tasks will all be reflected in the Participation score. 
 
As part of the participation score, students are required to access the Primary Source 
Reading (see Course Outline) that appears in each module and upload a brief 
response in the Dropbox for that module (approx. 0.5 to 1 page in length, typed, 
double-spaced, with the reading’s discussion question and the student’s name at the 

top) that answers the question that appears directly on the primary source reading 
selection in each module; students are to upload their Primary Source Reading 
Responses after they have viewed each module and will receive 1 point for each 
properly submitted response for a total of 9% of the course (i.e., just under half of 
the total Participation score). 



 

Midterm Exam (20%) – After completing Module 5 
Students will write a midterm exam after Module 5 that covers the first half of the 
course. The exam itself will include multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer 
questions taken from class lectures and discussions, textbook readings, and primary 
source readings. You will receive 1 hour, 15 min. to write it. In preparation for the 
midterm exam, it is recommended that the student review especially the PowerPoint 
lectures in each module. The professor has also posted a Midterm Exam Study Guide in 
Module 5 to ensure students have enough information and time for proper preparation. 

 
Research Paper (30%) – Final day of course 
Students are required to hand in a 1,800 to 2,000-word (approx. 6–7 pages) Research 
Paper (.pdf) in the assignment Dropbox online. This paper will explore a topic of the 
student's own choosing from the many subjects explored in the course textbook and 
lectures. If the topic is outside the purview of the textbook and lectures, the student will 
need to ask permission from the professor. This is an opportunity for the student to 
investigate a topic of interest and enter the various debates that make scholarship on 
the history of Christianity so exciting. This assignment is open-ended in its approach to 
allow students flexibility and a chance for personal expression, only that it should be an 
argumentative paper with a thesis to defend (see the Research Paper Guide in Module 
10 for more information) and that it follows the standards for quality research papers 
expected of a second-year undergraduate student at Rocky Mountain College. 

To give students more precise parameters and clearly outline the expectations of the 
research paper, the professor has posted a Research Paper Guide in Module 10 for the 
student to peruse. 

***Please note that students will not have access to the online course after the final 

day; it is therefore incumbent upon students to hand in their assignments on time. 

 
Final Exam (30%) – After viewing all modules 
Students will be given 2 hours, 15 minutes to write a cumulative final exam that 

nevertheless focuses mostly on the second half of the course; students will have an 
opportunity to write the exam online at any point after they have viewed all .ppt lectures 
and before the final day of the course. The exam itself will include multiple choice, fill-in- 
the-blank, and short answer questions taken from class lectures and discussions, 
textbook readings, and primary source readings as well as one essay question at the 
end. In preparation for the final exam, it is recommended that the student review 
especially the PowerPoint lectures in each module. The professor has posted a Final 
Exam Study Guide in Module 10 to ensure students have enough information and time 
for proper preparation. 
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