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Saint Leo University 
 

ART 330 
Contemporary Humanities 

 
 
Course Description: 
This course offers an introduction to the thought, values, and arts of Western culture through an 
exploration of the fine and performing arts in the twentieth century. 
 
Course Prerequisite: 
ENG 122 Academic Writing II 
 
Textbook:  
Sayre, Henry M. The Humanities: Culture, Continuity, and Change, Volume II. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 

Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2012. 3rd edition. Print.  
 ISBN-13: 978-0-205-97821-5  
 
Learning Outcomes: 

a. To understand and appreciate the various identifiable cultural groups and their cultural contributions 
to the world since 1900.  

b. To cultivate students’ discernment, taste, deepened appreciation of artistic methods. 
c. To develop and exercise critical judgment through the study of significant works of art. 
d. To provide intellectual and artistic resources for personal growth.  
e. To critically examine ideas surrounding issues of diversity, multi-culturalism and identity in the 

twentieth century. 
 
Core Value:   
Community: Saint Leo University develops hospitable Christian learning communities everywhere we 
serve. We foster a spirit of belonging, unity and interdependence based on mutual trust and respect to 
create socially responsible environments that challenge all of us to listen, to learn, to change and to 
serve. 
 
Evaluation: 

Assignment 
Points 
Each 

Total Points Percentage 

Eight (8) discussion board postings 15 120 20% 

Eight (8) essay assignments 40 320 30% 

Research paper topic, proposal, sentence 
outline and annotated bibliography 

 60 20% 

Research paper  100 30% 

Total Points  600 points 100% 

 
Grading Scale:  
     Grade Score (%) 

A 94-100 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F  0-59 



 

 2 

Eight (8) Discussion Board Postings 
Since there is no face-to-face meeting in this class, the discussion board postings are of the utmost 
importance. Class participation is essential and will account for a significant part of your grade. Plan to 
contribute to every discussion topic with "quality" contributions. In other words, responses should express 
clear thinking and demonstrate relevance to the discussion. This always involves more than just "I agree."  

 
In summary, three responses will be graded within each discussion. Each student must post one 
thoughtful answer to the question, as well as responses to at least two other students in order to earn 15 
points for that discussion.  
 
Due dates for the initial postings and responses to others will be strictly enforced. No credit will be given 
to any responses posted after the next module opens. Initial answers will be due by Thursday 11:59 pm 
EST/EDT, and responses to others will be due by Sunday 11:59 pm EST/EDT. 
 

Discussion Board Grading Rubric 
15-13 points: Students thoughtfully consider and respond to the initial discussion topic in at least 
100 words using sound argumentation and clear prose. In addition, students respond to at least 
two classmates’ posts. The postings will contain virtually no grammatical errors or typos. Not only 
will such postings engage with the ongoing conversation in a rhetorically-suitable fashion, they 
will foster further discussion on the topic, perhaps exploring new lines of argument or different 
perspectives. Finally, postings are made in time for others to read and respond. 
 
12 points: Postings competently address the discussion topic in more-or-less 100 words without 
going into much detail, and contribute to the overall conversation as another voice on the subject. 
The postings contain new ideas, connections, or applications, but they may lack depth and/or 
detail. Additionally, the student addresses most but possibly not all aspects of the discussion 
topic, or fails to adequately respond to classmates’ postings on the discussion topic. Postings are 
made in time for others to read and respond. 

 
11-10 points: Postings reflect a less-than-adequate engagement with the subject, or little-or-no 
response to other classmates. These are noticeably under the required word count and do little to 
advance the discussion underway, and may even detract from it. While the postings are basically 
competent, the actual information may be mundane or commonly understood. Limited, if any, 
connections may be made and those that are may appear as vague generalities. The postings 
may not all be made in time for others to read and respond. 
 
9 points: Less than the three (3) required postings made during the assigned period. Information 
posted is below expectations. For instance, the information may not have appeared in time for 
others to read and respond; the postings may be rudimentary and superficial; there may be little 
or no evidence of insight or analysis; the postings may contribute no new ideas, connections, or 
applications or may be completely off topic. 
 
8-0 points: No postings, late postings, or posts that are but the briefest nod toward a response. 

 
 
Eight (8) Essay Assignments  
Each essay must consist of at least 700 words (this equals two double-spaced pages in Times New 
Roman font 12). Where appropriate, information must be properly documented in MLA style. 
 
Essay assignments will be submitted to the Assignment folder at the end of each module no later than 
Sunday 11:59 EST/EDT. (The Assignment folder is linked to Turnitin.) 
 
Essay topics will vary in content. For each module the student will choose one essay question (from a 
choice of two or three) to answer. The student may not combine all these questions into one essay nor 
may he/she suggest a different question. Grades are assigned as work is submitted and responded to by 
the instructor. Please see the grading rubric below. 
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A  
Exceeds standards  

B  
Meets standards  

C 
Below standards  

D 
Far below standard  

Organization  Essay is very organized 
with at least five well-
constructed paragraphs 
including an intriguing 
introduction with a 
definitive thesis, well-
supported body, and 
decisive, memorable 
conclusion.  

Essay is organized 
with five 
paragraphs 
including an 
acceptable 
introduction with 
clear thesis, body 
supported by 
adequate topic 
sentences, and an 
interesting 
conclusion.  

Essay is organized into 
four or fewer 
paragraphs missing an 
introduction with thesis, 
body, or conclusion. 
The thesis may be 
unclear, the points 
vaguely supported 
throughout the body 
and/or the conclusion 
may be redundant. 

Essay has fewer than four 
paragraphs and is missing 
the introduction with 
thesis, body and/or 
conclusion. The ideas may 
be vague, general or 
irrelevant. The support 
may be missing or poorly 
connected. Topic 
sentences, segues, and/or 
conclusion sentences may 
be absent. 

Quality of 
Information  

Essay clearly addresses 
all parts of the topic. 
Body paragraphs 
include a main idea with 
several supporting, 
relevant, and quality 
details that give the 
reader important 
information that goes 
beyond the obvious or 
predictable. Writing style 
is interesting and fluent, 
using powerful imagery 
and sophisticated 
vocabulary. 

Essay addresses 
all parts of the 
topic. Body 
paragraphs include 
a main idea with 
some supporting 
details and/or 
examples to 
support ideas. 
Writing style is 
good. Vocabulary is 
appropriate, 
specific, precise, 
and not repetitive.  

Essay addresses most 
parts of the topic. Body 
paragraphs may include 
details and/or examples 
to support ideas. 
Several key issues or 
portions of the storyline 
are unsupported. 
Writing style is 
acceptable. Vocabulary 
is mostly appropriate 
although somewhat 
repetitive.  

Essay does not address 
most of the topic. Body 
paragraphs contain no 
details or examples to 
support ideas or the ideas 
are unclear or not related 
to the topic. Writing style 
needs work. Vocabulary is 
basic, sometimes and 
repetitive. 

Mechanics  0-2 minor grammatical 
or spelling errors. They 
do not interrupt reading 
at all. 

A few (3-5) minor 
grammatical or 
spelling errors. 
They do not 
interrupt reading. 

Some (6-10) 
grammatical or spelling 
errors. They may 
slightly interrupt 
reading. 

Many grammatical or 
spelling errors. They 
greatly interrupt reading. 

Number of 
words  

Essay has 700+ words.  Essay has a 
minimum of 700 
words.  

Essay has less than 
500 words.  

Essay has fewer than 350 
words. 

 
Research Paper  
The Research Paper for this course has five parts: the topic, proposal, sentence outline, annotated 
bibliography, and final paper. The final paper will consist of a 2,800 word (eight page) researched 
argument using a minimum of eight credible academic sources. Details of the paper follow in the next 
section. Please note the module in which each portion of the assignment is due. 
 
Research Topic (5 points): Due by the end of Module 2 
In four to six sentences, explain what you would like to research. Once this topic has been approved by 
the instructor, you may begin on the rest of the assignment. You may choose any topic so long as it 
relates to the fine or performing arts of the twentieth century. Once the topic has been approved, you may 
not change your topic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 4 

The best way for you to devise a topic is to pose questions about subjects that interest you. Why do some 
of the female faces in Picasso’s paintings resemble African masks? Did existential philosophy influence 
modern sculpture? What was so controversial about Bob Dylan switching from the acoustic guitar to the 
electric guitar? What gave rise to the montage in film? These are examples of questions or problems that 
can lead to a thesis. You should start out by looking into the question you have posed. As you learn more, 
you should refine the question until a developed problem is conceived. Ideally, your question will be 
interesting enough to birth a sophisticated paper, yet narrow enough to be manageable.  
 
Research Proposal (15 points): Due by the end of Module 3 
Once the topic has been approved, the next step is to write a proposal of at least 350 words (1 page). 
The main purpose of this assignment is to allow you a place to demonstrate that you have identified an 
issue worthy of consideration and that you know in which direction to take it. 
 

In particular, the proposal should deal with the following: 
 A description of the subject: You should briefly discuss the topic you have decided to explore. 

Explain what is involved in this topic. Define clearly the framework. Focus on the importance 
of this topic and on your rationale for selecting this topic. Explain how it ties-in with one of the 
issues we will examine in the course.  

 The research question: What is the precise research question you intend to answer in writing 
your paper? What are the main elements of debate around this question? At this stage, what 
is your position on this question? 

 Identify four scholarly sources available on your subject. Which of these sources do you think 
will be the most useful (and why). 

 
The common pitfalls to avoid are to propose a question that is either too broad or too narrow, or to 
suggest a subject that is merely descriptive or where the answer is self-evident and universally agreed 
upon, or where there is too little scholarly literature available. 
 
Sentence Outline (20 points): Due by the end of Module 4 
An outline is a road map; it provides direction. A sentence outline, which is composed of complete 
sentences, can be very helpful when writing an essay because many of the sentences used in the outline 
can become the essay's topic sentences. 
 
Because this is a sentence outline, you should not write an outline whose entries are single words, short 
phrases, sentence fragments, or questions. Every entry must be a complete declarative sentence of the 
sort which might actually appear in your research paper. 
 
Outline Format: 

 Place the essay's thesis statement at the top of the outline.  
 Most outlines contain three or four levels of detail (although more levels may be used if the 

writer wishes).  
 The format for this assignment uses Roman numerals for the main, or largest, divisions of the 

outline (level one). Capital letters indicate the sub-levels of the main divisions (level two). 
Arabic numerals indicate the sub-levels of the capital-letter sections (level three). Lower-case 
letters indicate the sub-levels of Arabic-numeral sections (level four).  

 
Outline Rules: 

 The Rule of Pairs: If you have a I, you must have a II; if you have an A, then you must have a 
B; if you have a 1, then you must have a 2, and so on.  

 Different sections of the outline may have different levels of detail. Give each section the 
amount of detail it requires.  

 Indent each successive level of the outline three spaces, and maintain even internal margins 
throughout the outline.  

 Double-space between all headings in the outline (or double-space the whole outline and 
triple-space between headings).  
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Sentence Outline Rubric 

Category Points (4) Points (2) Points (0) Score 

Thesis: 
 
Does your first paragraph have a thesis 
statement that answers the essential 
question?  
 
Does your first paragraph provide the 
reader with a guide to how you will “prove” 
your thesis in your body paragraphs?  

Yes/Yes Yes/No 
or 
No/Yes  

No/No 
 

 

Topic Sentences of body paragraphs: 
 
Do all of your topic sentences “prove” your 
thesis or a portion of your thesis?  
 
Are your topic sentences complete 
sentences? 

Yes/Yes Only some 
Yes/No 
or 
No/Only 
some Yes 

No/No 
 

 

Evidence: 
 
Do you provide sufficient relevant evidence 
to support each topic sentence in your body 
paragraphs? 
 
Is your evidence noted with brief bullet 
points (not full sentences!) 

Yes/Yes Too much 
evidence/Yes 
or  
Not enough 
evidence/No 

Not enough 
relevant 
evidence 
supporting 
each topic 
sentence/No 

 

Conclusion: 
 
Does the topic sentence of your conclusion 
restate your thesis?  
 
Is your topic sentence a complete sentence? 

Yes/Yes Yes/No 
or 
No/Yes 

No/No 
 

 

Mechanics  
 
Spelling and Grammar 

0-2 minor 
grammatical 
or spelling 
errors.  

A few (3-5) 
minor 
grammatical 
or spelling 
errors.  

Some (6-10) 
grammatical 
or spelling 
errors.  

 

Total Points (Out of 20):    
 
 

 
 
Annotated Bibliography (20points): Due by the end of Module 5 
You will eventually need eight sources (at a minimum) for the research paper, but at this point only four 
sources are required to complete the annotated bibliography portion of this assignment. For each source, 
you will need to write a brief annotation- three to four sentences that summarize the information found in 
the source and a statement of how it will be useful in your paper – following MLA style. These four 
sources should be alphabetized according to the last name of the authors.  
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Five Criteria for Evaluating the Credibility of a Source:  
Guide for Internet Sources 

 
from Online! A Reference Guide to Using Internet Sources by Andrew Harnack and Eugene 
Kleppinger: Bedford/St. Martin’s, Boston, 2000. 
 
1. Authorship - who is the author and what are his/her credentials? 
2. Publishing Body - the pb is the server on which the file is stored. The server cannot 

guarantee reliability of the information that is posted. 
3. Objectivity/Knowledge - seek out other sources to see if the author has considered 

enough alternative views. Is there evidence to support the claims being made? Is the tone 
professional? 

4.  Accuracy or Verifiability - Hypertext is helpful in this area. For example, an author quoting 
statistics from another Internet source will often include a direct link to that source. 

5. Currency - this refers to the history of publication and any revisions. When was the site 
last updated? Is the information still relevant? 

Here's a sample entry for an annotated bibliography: 
 
Hayakawa, S. I. "The Case for Official English." A Meeting of Minds: A Brief Rhetoric for Writers and 

Readers. Eds. Patsy Callaghan and Ann Dobyns. New York: Pearson Longman, 2004. 446-452. 

Hayakawa argues strongly for a Constitutional Amendment making English the official language 

of the United States. He is disturbed by what he sees as catering to immigrants who refuse to 

learn English. He is especially tough on Hispanic leadership in the U.S., claiming that they are 

encouraging people to speak Spanish and not learn English. As one of the most vocal advocates 

of the English Only movement, Hayakawa's piece will be an important representation of that 

position.* 

 
*Entries should be double spaced and all lines after the first in each entry should be indented 1/2". 
 
While using Google and other general search engines will likely result in some useful sources, the student 
will need to go beyond what these search engines can provide. The majority of a student’s sources 
cannot come from general web pages; however, should the student wish to use the internet, he or she 
should follow the criteria listed in the textbox below for evaluating a credible source. The student is urged 
to make extensive use of the school library. A section on library holdings and services follows later in this 
syllabus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Research Paper 
The best papers are not surveys of historical data, but arguments. That is, they stake out a thesis (a 
conclusion or historical argument) and try to support it. Arguing a point provides focus for the student’s 
paper; it engages the student as the author and challenges him/her to think critically. 
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Formatting basics: 
 The minimum word count must be at least 2,800 words of text, not counting title or 

bibliographic information. 
 The paper should have a title page, on which appears the title of the paper, your name, the 

course number, the professor's name, and the date. 
 Double-space the text, and use a simple font, such as Times Roman 12 point. 
 Number the pages.  

 
Quoting sources in your paper: Most often, you should paraphrase materials from other authors, making 
sure to cite your sources appropriately according to MLA guidelines. Sometimes, when the original words 
of another seem particularly poignant or important, the student will want to present those words directly to 
his/her reader; however, the student should do this only sparingly and should always cite the material. 
 
When quoting others, any words of another author are placed between double quotation marks, exactly 
as they appear in the original. Do not put between quote marks any words that do not appear in the 
original. The student should never simply drop a quotation into his/her paper. Quotations must be 
integrated into the student’s prose. The student should always introduce the speaker to his/her readers so 
that everyone will know who is being quoted. 
 
The research paper is due no later than Sunday 11:59 EST/EDT in Module 7. Late papers will have 
one letter grade deducted for every 24 hour day that the paper is late.  
 
 

Research Paper Rubric 

Criteria 
A 
Exemplary 

B 
Good 

C 
Acceptable 

D 
Unacceptable 

Purpose The writer’s central 
purpose or argument is 
readily apparent to the 
reader. 

The writing has a clear 
purpose or argument, 
but may sometimes 
digress from it. 

The central purpose or 
argument is not 
consistently clear 
throughout the paper. 

The purpose or 
argument is 
generally unclear. 

Content Balanced presentation 
of relevant and 
legitimate information 
that clearly supports a 
central purpose or 
argument and shows a 
thoughtful, in-depth 
analysis of a significant 
topic. Reader gains 
important insights. 

Information provides 
reasonable support for 
a central purpose or 
argument and displays 
evidence of a basic 
analysis of a 
significant topic. 
Reader gains some 
insights. 

Information supports a 
central purpose or 
argument at times. 
Analysis is basic or 
general. Reader gains 
few insights. 

Central purpose or 
argument is not 
clearly identified. 
Analysis is vague 
or not evident. 
Reader is 
confused or may 
be misinformed. 

Organization The ideas are arranged 
logically to support the 
purpose or argument. 
They flow smoothly 
from one to another 
and are clearly linked to 
each other. The reader 
can follow the line of 
reasoning. 

The ideas are 
arranged logically to 
support the central 
purpose or argument. 
They are usually 
clearly linked to each 
other. For the most 
part, the reader can 
follow the line of 
reasoning. 

In general, the writing 
is arranged logically, 
although occasionally 
ideas fail to make 
sense together. The 
reader is fairly clear 
about what writer 
intends. 

The writing is not 
logically 
organized. 
Frequently, ideas 
fail to make sense 
together. The 
reader cannot 
identify a line of 
reasoning and 
loses interest. 

Tone The tone is consistently 
professional and 
appropriate for an 
academic research 
paper. 

The tone is generally 
professional. For the 
most part, it is 
appropriate for an 
academic research 
paper. 

The tone is not 
consistently 
professional or 
appropriate for an 
academic research 
paper.  

The tone is 
unprofessional. It 
is not appropriate 
for an academic 
research paper. 
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Sentence 
Structure 

Sentences are well-
phrased and varied in 
length and structure. 
They flow smoothly 
from one to another. 

Sentences are well-
phrased and there is 
some variety in length 
and structure. The 
flow from sentence to 
sentence is generally 
smooth. 

Some sentences are 
awkwardly constructed 
so that the reader is 
occasionally 
distracted. 

Errors in sentence 
structure are 
frequent enough 
to be a major 
distraction to the 
reader. 

Word Choice Word choice is 
consistently precise 
and accurate. 

Word choice is 
generally good. The 
writer often goes 
beyond the generic 
word to find one more 
precise and effective. 

Word choice is merely 
adequate, and the 
range of words is 
limited. Some words 
are used 
inappropriately. 
 
 

Many words are 
used 
inappropriately, 
confusing the 
reader. 

Grammar, 
Spelling, 
Writing 
Mechanics 
(punctuation, 
italics, 
capitalization, 
etc.) 

The writing is free or 
almost free of errors. 

There are occasional 
errors, but they don’t 
represent a major 
distraction or obscure 
meaning. 

The writing has many 
errors, and the reader 
is distracted by them. 

There are so 
many errors that 
meaning is 
obscured. The 
reader is confused 
and stops reading. 

Length Paper consists of at 
least 2,800 words. 

Paper is 2,800 words. Paper is short of the 
word count by 100-
350 words 

Paper is short of 
the word count by 
350-600 words 

Use of 
References 

Compelling evidence 
from professionally 
legitimate sources is 
given to support claims. 
Attribution is clear and 
fairly represented. 

Professionally 
legitimate sources that 
support claims are 
generally present and 
attribution is, for the 
most part, clear and 
fairly represented. 

Although attributions 
are occasionally given, 
many statements 
seem unsubstantiated. 
The reader is 
confused about the 
source of information 
and ideas. 

References are 
seldom cited to 
support 
statements. 

Quality of 
References 

References are 
primarily peer-reviewed 
professional journals or 
other approved sources 
(e.g., government 
documents, etc.). The 
reader is confident that 
the information and 
ideas can be trusted. 

Although most of the 
references are 
professionally 
legitimate, a few are 
questionable (e.g., 
trade books, internet 
sources, popular 
magazines, …). The 
reader is uncertain of 
the reliability of some 
of the sources. 

Most of the references 
are from sources that 
are not peer-reviewed 
and have uncertain 
reliability. The reader 
doubts the accuracy of 
much of the material 
presented. 

There are virtually 
no sources that 
are professionally 
reliable. The 
reader seriously 
doubts the value 
of the material and 
stops reading. 

Use of Most 
Recent 
Edition of the 
MLA Style 
Manual 

MLA format is used 
accurately and 
consistently in the 
paper and on the 
“Works Cited” page. 

MLA format is used 
with minor errors. 

There are frequent 
errors in MLA format. 

Format of the 
document is not 
recognizable as 
MLA. 
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Course Schedule: 
 
Module 1  The Era of Invention: Paris and the Modern World 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Relate how the innovations in technology impacted the cultural frames of 
reference giving rise to unique new forms in the visual and performing arts.  

 Explain how the artists Picasso, Braque, and Matisse, the German 
Expressionist groups, and the photographers who initiated film making 
redefined the manner and purpose of image making for the twentieth century.  

 Summarize the importance of New York City as it grew to become a major 
center for modern art and the marketing of innovative works through the 
efforts of Alfred Stieglitz and other collectors.  

 
Assignments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 2  The Great War and Its Impact: A Lost Generation and a New Imagination 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Relate Dadaism as the expression of meaninglessness and absurdity shown 
in the art of Duchamp and others.  

 Define the contributions of early Russian artists and filmmakers of the visual 
vocabulary of film editing and composition.  

 Explain how surrealism is an expression of Freud's and Jung's theories in art 
as seen in the art of Max Ernst, Pablo Picasso, Joan Miro, and Salvador Dali.  

 
Assignments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials  

Post Introduction to the class 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Begin Research paper topic Module 2 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Research paper topic 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 
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Module 3  New York, Skyscraper Culture, and the Jazz Age: Making It New 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to:  

 Summarize the promise and unprecedented growth the 1920s brought to 
New York City, as expressed in the neo-Gothic, Art Deco, and International 
Style architecture of the world's tallest buildings.  

 Explain the development of jazz as the influences from New Orleans and 
Chicago were blended with musical innovations of New York artists including 
Bessie Smith, Louis Armstrong, and Duke Ellington.  

 Distinguish Harlem Renaissance painters such as Aaron Douglas and Jacob 
Lawrence from modern artists such as Stella, Demuth, and Georgia O'Keeffe 
whose imagery concentrated on the growth of urbanity and the alienation 
brought about by the machine age.  

 
Assignments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 4  The Age of Anxiety: Fascism and Depression, Holocaust and Bomb 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Describe the political, personal and social inspirations for Picasso’s painting 
Guernica; the murals of Diego Rivera, Jose Clemente Orozco, and David 
Siquieros; Frida Kahlo’s art; and the WPA sponsored photographs of 
Depression era artists such as Lange and Evans.  

 Explain the contributions of the Bauhaus Art School to modern architecture 
and design, and why the German government closed it down in October 
1932. 

 Trace the developments in motion picture and film arts in the 1930s and 
explain the impact of sound and color on film imagery and the subsequent 
influence of Hollywood on mass culture in general.  

 
Assignments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Research paper proposal 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Research paper sentence outline 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 
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Module 5  After the War: Existential Doubt, Artistic Triumph, and the Culture of 
Consumption  

 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Relate how existentialism, alienation, and a response to absurdity are 
enacted in the action art of Jackson Pollock and Willem de Kooning, and in 
the color-field paintings of Helen Frankenthaler and Mark Rothko. Describe 
how these themes are present in Abstract Expressionism.  

 Compare the existentialist philosophy of John-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, 
and Simone de Beauvoir, who all demand that individuals are responsible for 
creating themselves through every choice they make or do not make.  

 Explain how randomness is the key to the music of John Cage while the 
other themes of post–World War II recovery are also present.  

 Summarize how music played underwater or a composition built on NOT 
playing a piano tie in to creation as definition, acceptance of the absurd, and 
deliberately acknowledging and expressing alienation.  

 
Assignments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 6  Multiplicity and Diversity: Cultures of Liberation and Identity in the 1960s  

and 1970s 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Explain how mass media and the culture of consumption is countered by the 
satire of pop art and the elimination of objectification in minimalism depicted 
in the work of Warhol, Oldenberg, and Rosenquist. 

 Relate the struggles for equity and enfranchisement that coincide with the 
apparent fruition of the American Dream. The one-directional mass media 
unintentionally created the demand for access by all observers. A sensitivity 
to the oppression based on race and gender surfaced. The oppression of the 
working class became clear when noting who served in the war.  

 Summarize how the generation that came of age in the 1960s saw the need 
to challenge the values and authority of their parents and found opportunities 
through displays of rebellion and values rejection as evidenced in their music 
and the integration of high and low culture. 

 Relate the diversity of black experience expressed in the visual art of 
Romare Bearden and Faith Ringgold to the strong critical positions in each. 

 
Assignments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Research paper annotated bibliography 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 
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Module 7  Without Boundaries: Multiple Meanings in a Postmodern World – Part One 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Explain the array of postmodern visual expressions from hyperrealism 
captured in photorealist painting to pure abstraction found in combining 
media forms. 

 Identify the range of approaches used by visual artists to express seemingly 
contradictory concepts yet have them coexist with a spectrum of 
experimentation.  

 Summarize how postmodernism expresses complexity and contradiction due 
to the multiplicity of decentralized perspectives that can operate 
simultaneously in any art form at any time.  

 
Assignments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 8  Without Boundaries: Multiple Meanings in a Postmodern World – Part Two 
 
Objectives  After completing this module the student will be able to: 

 Critique the advances in technology and the spread of consumerism that 
have created a highly mobile, “itinerant,” and nomadic global community 
faced with a variety of stresses stemming from the rapid disappearance of 
traditional boundaries and stability. 

 Describe how architects not only design monuments to national and 
corporate identity but also take into consideration compatibility with 
environmental/natural contexts.  

 Relate the differences between Modern, Postmodern, and “Remodern” or 
Stuckist movements in the visual arts and identify the aims and 
characteristics of each.  

 Summarize the impact of the AIDS pandemic first on the arts community and 
then as it continues to emphasize inequities of power and influence 
throughout the social, political, and economic contexts of the world cultural 
order. 

 
Assignments 
 
 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 
11:59 PM Thursday 
EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Research paper 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial response to the discussion question 11:59 PM Thursday EST/EDT 

Post Responses to at least two classmates 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 

Submit Essay assignment 11:59 PM Sunday EST/EDT 


