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Saint Leo University 
 

REL 427 
Ecclesiology 

 
 

Course Description:  
Within the framework of systematic theology, ecclesiology examines the nature of the church and its 
emerging challenges. This course considers both classic insights and new directions in ecclesiology, 
including reflections on the nature and exercise of ministry in the church. Central to the course is a critical 
examination of two documents of the Second Vatican Council: The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 
(Lumen gentium) and The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et spes). In 
many respects, the entire course is an extended dialogue with these two foundational documents. 
 
Prerequisites:  
REL 123, REL 124, REL 201, or REL 223 
 
Textbooks: 
Dulles, Avery R. Models of the Church, expanded edition. New York: Doubleday, 2002. Print. 
 ISBN: 978-0-385-13368-5 
 
McMahon, Christopher. Called Together: An Introduction to Ecclesiology. Winona, MN: Anselm 

Academic, 2010. Print. ISBN: 978-1-59982-005-7 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course the student will be able to: 

1. Articulate the nature of the church. 
2. Compare and contrast the models of the church using an historical critical perspective. 
3. Identify the implications of initiation to the church. 
4. Identify the mission of the church and explain its implications for a member of the church. 
5. Identify the “marks” of the church and critically evaluate their implications. 
6. Identify the role of Mary and her relationship to the church. 

 
Core Value: 
This course especially concentrates on the nature of the church as a community of faith and the 
implications of being a member of that community. 
 
Community: Saint Leo University develops hospitable Christian learning communities everywhere we 
serve. We foster a spirit of belonging, unity and interdependence based on mutual trust and respect to 
create socially responsible environments that challenge all of us to listen, to learn, to change, and to 
serve. 
 
Evaluation: Students will be evaluated as follows: 
 
Assignment  Points  Weight 
Discussions (8)  800  30% 
Essays (8)  800  30% 
Term paper  400  40% 
  Total 2000  100% 
 
Grading Scale: 
 

A 94-100 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
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B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F  0-59 

 
Discussions: 
Class participation is an important, graded component of the course. All students are expected to adhere 
to the course syllabus and schedule. It is the responsibility of the student to be aware of what is 
happening in the class.  
 
When preparing for the discussion assignments, the student should plan on, at a minimum, three 
separate discussion postings.  
 

Initial posting: The first posting is due by 11:59 PM EST/EDT Thursday of each module. That 
first posting will reflect the student's take on the assigned material. That posting should be well 
thought-out, well-written, and include appropriately cited online research and text references. A 
posting of at least 200 words is required.  
 
Response postings: Students are expected to build the discussion by posting thoughtful and 
substantive interactive responses to your classmates' posts. Two instances of interaction are 
required and more are encouraged. Interaction should include constructive criticism (positive and 
negative) offered in a supportive, collegial spirit. In an active learning experience such as 
discussion, constructive criticism can be a very powerful learning tool if offered in this manner. 
The deadline to post responses to peers is 11:59 PM EST/EDT Sunday of each module. 
Responses of at least 100 words each are required. 

 
Essays: 
The composition should be 4-5 clear paragraphs in length leading to a clear conclusion. Cite pages from 
textbook using MLA citation format. See the MLA Guide under “Resources” in the course menu, in Doc 
Sharing, or the Saint Leo Cannon Library resource pages if you are unfamiliar with MLA citation style. 
Essays will be graded on the quality of the writing. One essay is due each module. There may be 1 or 
more questions assigned; if there is more than one question, each should be answered. 
 

90-100 points = Complete statement of content in a logical manner. 
80-89 points = Less than complete statement of content with a largely logical argument. 
70-79 points = Incomplete statement of content with partial logic.  
60-69 points = Deficient statement of content with poor logic. 
Below 60 points = Content poor and logic poor. 

 
Essays must be submitted to the Assignment box no later than Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of the 
module in which it is due (The Assignment box is linked to Turnitin.)   
 
Term Paper: 
Students will prepare a paper (minimum 1500 words) on an approved topic using MLA style. As a 
research project, strict academic standards are expected with regard to research, writing, and proper 
citation. The term paper instructions and scoring rubric are located in Doc Sharing. This assignment will 
be due no later than Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT of Module 7. 
 
Turnitin.com: 
This is a writing intensive course. Turnitin.com is a plagiarism identification service that can also assist 
students with term paper reference methodology. The Turnitin.com tool compares your writing against all 
published sources and also checks against previous classes’ written work(s). Student instructions are 
found in Doc Sharing. 
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Course Schedule: 
 
Module 1  The Model of Church as Community of Disciples  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Describe the core elements of Christian discipleship. 

• Explain discipleship’s connection to sacraments. 

• Explain the Church as a “contrast society” and contrast this to secular 
society. 
 

Assignments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 2  The Models of Institution and Mystical Communion  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Define the meaning of an institution with its systems and procedures. 

• Demonstrate the strengths and weaknesses of the institutional model 
compared to mystical communion model. 

• Evaluate the papacy as a key institution in Catholic ecclesiology. 
 

Assignments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Introduction to the class Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post an initial reply to the 
discussion question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Essay 1 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit term paper topic Module 2 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit essay 2 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit term paper topic Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
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Module 3  Church as Sacrament  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Demonstrate how the Church is as a source of sacramentality. 

• Relate the seven sacraments to the life of the Church as a whole including 
mission and service. 

• Identify the connections between symbol and ritual in Christian anthropology 
including body and soul. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 4  Church as Herald  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Define characteristics of Church as Herald and connect these to theology of 
revelation. 

• Assess accurately the strengths and weaknesses of the Herald model. 

• Contrast and evaluate the Herald model with Church as sacrament model. 
 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit essay 3 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit working on term paper Module 7 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Essay 4 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Continue working on term paper Module 7 
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Module 5  Church as Servant  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Evaluate the servant model in contrast to the institutional model. 

• Interpret and evaluate the servant model as it relates to the political realm. 

• Analyze situations where Church must act as servant or fail in its mission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 6  Evaluation of the Models  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Identify differences among the six models: community of disciples, institution, 
mystical communion, sacrament, herald, and servant. 

• Distinguish favored models between Protestant and Catholic tendencies. 

• Evaluate social forces which lead to evolution of all models with respect to 
historical change. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit essay 5 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Working on term paper Module 7 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post Initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit essay 6 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Continue working on term paper Module 7 
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Module 7 Religion in the Marketplace: The Church as Commodity-The Church in a 
Culture of Disbelief 

  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Explain the tendencies toward commodification of religion and offer 
remedies. 

• Distinguish among individual, group, and general bias as ideological 
structures. 

• Project solutions to overcoming biases through Lonergan’s Law of Cross. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 8 Go and Live the Mass 
  
 
Outcomes:   After completing this module the student will be able to: 

• Explain paschal mystery as celebrated in worship.  

• Describe just war theory and its limitations. 

• Explain solidarity in Populorum progressio. 
 

 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit essay 7 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit term paper Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Items to be completed Due No Later Than: 

Read the assigned materials 

Post initial reply to the discussion 
question 

Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two 
classmates 

Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit essay 8 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 


