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Saint Leo University 
 

SOC 334 
Sex and Gender 

 
Course Description:  
This course analyzes the social construction of sex and gender from a sociological perspective. 
The course covers the development of sociological theories of gender and up to date research 
on sex and gender inequality in all major social institutions, including family, education, work, 
health and media.  Cross-cultural comparisons with selected nations are also considered. 
 
Prerequisite:  
None 
 
Textbooks:  
Thompson, Martha E. and Michael Armato. 2012. Investigating Gender: Developing a Feminist 
Sociological Imagination. Polity Press. ISBN: 978-074-565186-6 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
After completing this course, students are expected to be able to: 
 
1. Analyze sex and gender from a sociological perspective; 
2. Explain how gender inequality affects men’s and women’s lives, within several different 

social institutions; 
3. Compare how sex and gender are arranged in the US as compared with other countries; 
4. Identify manifestations of feminism as a movement for social change and reduction of 

gender inequality, thereby developing an understanding of how feminist movements seek to 
actualize the core value of community. 

 
Upon completion of this sociology program students should be able to: 
1. Develop their sociological imagination through exposure to the major concepts and theories 

in the discipline;  
2. Acquire the research skills needed for success in the 21st century workplace;  
3. Communicate clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing according to the standards of 

the discipline;  
4. Assess the consequences of diversity and inequality globally and locally. 
 
Core Value: 
Community: Saint Leo University develops hospitable Christian learning communities 
everywhere we serve. We foster a spirit of belonging, unity, and interdependence based on 
mutual trust and respect to create socially responsible environments that challenge all of us to 
listen, to learn, to change, and to serve. 
 
Evaluation:  
Exams 50% 
Written Assignments 30% 
Presentation 8% 
Discussion Questions 12% 
Exams There will be a midterm exam in Module 4 and a final exam in Module 8. Both will 
consist of essay questions and will NOT be cumulative. 
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Written assignments  
 
Writing Assignment 1: Gender Norm Violation—Choose a natural (i.e., non-laboratory) 
setting in which to violate a gender norm.  Think through clearly what norm you’re going to 
violate–make sure it’s a gender norm. Sometimes the reactions will be minimal; other times it 
will be strong; remember, no reaction is a reaction!!!  Be sure to record all reactions while they 
are happening.  Also provide concrete evidence by way of photo(s) included as illustrations in 
the body of your paper. DO NOT break laws or put yourself or others in any type of danger 
or risk. After your analysis, write a concluding paper with a discussion about the particular 
gender norm you have analyzed and the potential kinds of sex/gender inequality that may 
continue to result if sanctions continue to exist for violating it. See the full assignment guidelines 
and scoring rubric within Module 3’s course materials. 
 
Writing Assignment 2: Gender in the Media—In no more than one page, create 2 
paragraphs: (1) an introductory paragraph that introduces the media you have chosen, as well 
as the key concepts from the course that you will be applying in your analysis (have at least 3 
concepts), and (2) in a description that does not go past the first page, give an overview of the 
program you have chosen: basic plot/purpose, intended audience, genre, when/where it airs, 
length, etc. Make sure by the end of the first page it is evident how applying a feminist 
sociological imagination to this media will allow us to see it with new eyes. 
 
For the remainder of the next 3 pages (this is a 4-page assignment), apply the key concepts you 
have chosen and explain how and why they apply to the specific examples from your media—
use direct quotes from the media when possible, but make sure these quotes are brief and the 
majority of the paper is analysis of the quotes in your own words. Make sure you end with a 
conclusion paragraph that reiterates and extends what has been accomplished in the paper, 
including any implications for wider society. See the full assignment guidelines and scoring 
rubric within Module 4’s course materials. 
 
Presentation  
Create a “poster presentation” where on a single Power Point slide you summarize the results of 
your gender transgression assignment for your classmates, including a piece of your 
photographic evidence. Succinctly summarize the norm you chose to challenge, what reactions 
you received, and what you learned. 
 
Grading Scale:  
 
Grade Score (%) 

A 94-100 
A- 90-93 
B+ 87-89 
B 84-86 
B- 80-83 
C+ 77-79 
C 74-76 
C- 70-73 
D+ 67-69 
D 60-66 
F  0-59 
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Course Schedule:  
 
Module 1  Sociological Construction of Sex and Gender 
 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Understand the sociological construction of sex and gender, and the 
difference between the two. 

▪ Examine what it means to develop a feminist sociological imagination.  
 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 1 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an introduction to the class Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
 
 
Module 2  Sex vs. Gender: The Case of Bodies 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Provide evidence of how gendered bodies are socially produced. 
▪ Distinguish variations in sex and gender across time and culture. 
▪ Contrast biological reductionism with sociological approach to gender.  

 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 2 
 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
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Module 3  Family 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Outline how seemingly personal choices are constrained/shaped by 
social factors. 

▪ Distinguish between multiple definitions of family and their cultural 
contexts. 

▪ Contrast unequal gender arrangements in families with those that are 
less exploitive and bring out greater equity.  

 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 3 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Written Assignment 1 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
 
Module 4  Education 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Assess where the greatest “gender gaps” are in the US educational 
system, and where the greatest progress has been made in last 
several decades. 

▪ Distinguish between microinequities and structural inequalities (with 
respect to gender) in education. 

▪ Analyze how intersectionality affects gendered educational 
experiences.  

 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 4 
 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post Written Assignment 2 choice to discussion board Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Midterm exam Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
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Module 5  Work 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Explain all of the various factors that contribute to the gender pay gap 
(utilizing several “key terms” from textbook chapter). 

▪ Evaluate the different factors contributing to gender workplace 
inequality, especially those that are not overt “like for like” 
discrimination. 

▪ Assess the claim that white men are losing ground in the job market 
(due to affirmative action) with data-driven analysis.  

 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 5 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Presentation Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
 
Module 6  Health 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Further explain the biomedical model, now differentiating it from social 
epidemiology. 

▪ Analyze gender as one of several social factors impacting health and 
illness, both domestically and globally. 

▪ Explain how intersectionality affects gendered health outcomes.  
 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 6 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 
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Module 7  Media 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Distinguish between numbers and power, by way of sociological 
concepts of majority/minority, as they apply to the institution of mass 
media (and can also be applied to other institutions). 

▪ Analyze gendered (& intersectional) representations in the media, that 
may occur regardless of the numbers/power balance (or imbalance) in 
terms of gender (& other statuses).  

 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 7 
 
 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Submit Written Assignment 2 Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 8  Politics and Future 
Objectives  At the conclusion of this module, students will be able to: 

▪ Outline the ways in which formal politics are masculinized. 
▪ Describe the gender and intersectional variations of political 

participation when politics is defined more broadly. 
▪ Examine how social justice efforts toward gender equity must grasp 

the interconnectedness of various social institutions in order to be 
effective.  

 
 
Reading  Textbook 

▪ Chapter 8 
▪ Chapter 10 

 
Assignments 

Items to be Completed: Due No Later Than: 

Post an initial response to the discussion question Thursday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Post responses to at least two classmates Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

Complete Final Exam Sunday 11:59 PM EST/EDT 

 
 


