
 

 

 

PSY 1010 – INTRO TO PSYCHOLOGY  
  

 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

  
An introduction to the study of human behavior. Such topics as the organism, development, 

perception, learning, sensory processes, personality, and group influences are considered in relation to 

human behavior.  
  
  

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

  
By the end of the course, students should be able to:  

  
• Describe and examine fundamental psychological perspectives as they relate to today’s society and 

apply the course contents to everyday life.  

• Conclude that observable human behavior is the result of complex interactions between genetics, 

learning, culture, and the environment.  

• Define and discuss basic principles of abnormal behavior, perception, memory, learning theory, 

decision-making, intelligence, affect, motivation, development, social behavior, stress, and applied 

psychology.  

• Demonstrate a working knowledge of the scientific methods of psychology and their role in basic 

psychological inquiry, including their role in instruction and testing.  

• Examine the relationships between conscious behaviors and complex cognitive functions, including 

perception, attention, memory, social interactions, and personality.  

• Demonstrate a mastery of basic psychological terms and concepts.  

• Analyze major issues in the field of social psychology that include ethnic, cognitive, cultural, and 

group variables.  Differentiate and discuss the numerous subfields within the field of psychology.  

  

  
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS  

  
Psychology: Themes and Variations, 10th Edition  

Wayne Weiten  

ISBN-10: 1305498208 

ISBN-13: 978-1305498204  
  

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION  

  
This course includes the following methods of instruction:  

  
• Written lectures  

• Videos  

• Online Discussions  

  

      

 



     SHORTER UNIVERSITY HONOR CODE:  

  

“On my honor, I will abstain from all deceit. I will neither give, receive, nor use any unauthorized aid 

in my academic work, nor will I permit such action by any member of this community. I will respect the 

persons and property of the community, and will not condone discourteous or dishonest treatment of these 

by my peers. In my every act, I will seek to maintain a high standard of honesty and truthfulness for myself 

and for the University”  

  
  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY:  

  

A Community of Honor  

As a liberal arts university committed to the Christian faith, Shorter University seeks to develop ethical men 

and women of disciplined, creative minds and lives that focus on leadership, service and learning. The 

Honor System of Shorter University is designed to provide an academic community of trust in which 

students can enjoy the opportunity to grow both intellectually and personally. For these purposes, the 

following rules and guidelines will be applied.  

  

Academic Dishonesty  

"Academic Dishonesty" is the transfer, receipt, or use of academic information, or the attempted transfer, 

receipt, or use of academic information in a manner not authorized by the instructor or by university rules. It 

includes, but is not limited to, cheating and plagiarism as well as aiding or encouraging another to commit 

academic dishonesty.  

  

"Cheating" is defined as wrongfully giving, taking, or presenting any information or material borrowed from 

another source - including the Internet by a student with the intent of aiding himself or another on academic 

work. This includes, but is not limited to a test, examination, presentation, experiment or any written 

assignment, which is considered in any way in the determination of the final grade.  

  

"Plagiarism" is the taking or attempted taking of an idea, a writing, a graphic, musical composition, art or 

datum of another without giving proper credit and presenting or attempting to present it as one's own. It is 

also taking written materials of one's own that have been used for a previous course assignment and using 

it without reference to it in its original form.  

  

Students are encouraged to ask their instructor(s) for clarification regarding their academic dishonesty 

standards. Instructors are encouraged to include academic dishonesty/integrity standards on their course 

syllabi.  

  

Procedure  

A. It is the responsibility of an instructor to certify that academic assignments are independently 

mastered sufficiently to merit course credit. The responsibility of the student is to master academic 

assignments independently, refrain from acts of academic dishonesty, and refuse to aid or tolerate 

the academic dishonesty of others.  

B. If an instructor determines that the student is guilty of academic dishonesty, the instructor must 

discuss the matter with the student. In the event the instructor cannot reach the student in a timely 

manner, such as when the student has gone home at the end of a semester, the instructor may 

assign a grade of "I" (Incomplete) until the student can be contacted and the matter of academic 

dishonesty discussed. The instructor then completes the "Academic Violation Form" (see Appendix 

A) which should include evidence and other necessary documentation. The instructor will determine 

the appropriate remedy: either to assign a grade of zero on that assignment in question or a grade 

of "F" in the course. The student will designate whether he/she accepts the remedy for the violation 

of the dishonesty policy or wishes to appeal the instructor's decision. If a student elects to appeal, 

the "appeal due date" line must be completed on the Academic Violation Form. (See the Appeals 

section below for more information regarding the appeals process)  



C. Upon completion, the instructor forwards the Academic Violation Form to the Registrar's for the 

placement in the student's permanent record. The Registrar will forward copies of the Academic 

Violation Form to the student, the faculty member, department chair, academic dean, dean of 

students, provost, and president. Not appealing when the form is first completed or by the appeal 

due date will be taken as an admission of guilt, except under compelling circumstances to be 

determined at the sole discretion of the provost.  

D. If upon receipt of the Academic Violation Form the Registrar determines that the student is guilty of 

a second offense, then a grade of FD (Failure Due to Academic Dishonesty) will be assigned by the 

Registrar for the course regardless of the remedy specified on the Academic Violation Form. 

Assigning the FD is to be done by the Registrar when the second Academic Violation Form is 

placed in the student's record, and the Registrar will notify all parties in writing. The student is then 

permanently disbarred from membership in any honorary society and is permanently ineligible for 

any SU honor list. The student may petition the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee to have the 

dishonesty notation removed from the transcript after one year or upon graduating from the 

University if no additional dishonesty offenses occur and the student satisfactorily completes the 

Academic Integrity Program. The grade of F remains on the transcript. Upon receipt by the 

Registrar of a third offense, the Registrar will assign the grade of FD and then notify all parties. 

After all appeals are exhausted, if the third offense still stands, then the student will be permanently 

expelled from the University. The notice of expulsion will be forwarded to the student, department 

chair, appropriate academic dean, dean of students, provost, and president. A copy of the final 

report with the three offenses will become a part of the student's permanent record. The university 

reserves the right to expel the student after a first or second offense, depending on the 

circumstances and at the sole discretion of the provost.  

  

Appeals  

  

A. The student who wishes to appeal an academic violation charge should submit his/her appeal in 

writing to the chair of the appropriate department by the appeal due date indicated on the Academic 

Violation Form, which is normally within ten regularly scheduled class days after the completion 

date of the Academic Violation Form. This statement should contain the reasons for which the 

student is appealing the instructor's decision. The burden of proof lies with the student in such a 

case to show that an error or malfeasance has occurred. Within ten regularly scheduled class days 

of receiving the written appeal, the department chair will notify in writing both the instructor and the 

student of the chair's decision. If the department chair is also the instructor who files the Academic 

Violation Form, then the student must appeal to the appropriate academic dean.  

B. When, in the opinion of the department chair, the student fails to show reasonable cause for further 

investigation, the chair may deny the appeal without taking further action. When, in the opinion of 

the department chair, a student's appeal raises reasonable doubt as to whether a mistake or 

malfeasance has occurred, the chair will meet with the faculty member and with the student and 

render a decision within ten regularly scheduled class days of the receipt of the appeal. If the 

decision favors granting the student's appeal, the department chair may request that the Registrar 

remove the Academic Violation Form from the student's record. The chair will notify both the 

student and the instructor of this action.  

C. If the student files the initial appeal or elects to appeal the chair's decision during Maymester, 

Summer I, Summer II or during final exam week of the Fall or Spring semesters and if the instructor 

or department chair is not available during that time, all of  

the foregoing time requirements begin to run with the first day of class in the next major term. In 

extreme or unusual circumstances regarding the timeliness of the appeals process, the provost will 

make the final determination.  

D. Any student who has exhausted the remedies open under the procedures outlined above may 

appeal the entire matter to the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee in writing within ten regularly 

scheduled class days of receiving the response from the department chair. Upon receipt of the 

appeal, the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee will review the matter and issue a decision 

within fifteen (15) regularly scheduled class days. The Academic Integrity Appeals Committee has 



the authority to deny the appeal, reduce the penalties in the event of extenuating circumstances, or 

direct the registrar to remove the record of the Academic Violation Form from the student's 

permanent record. The results of the Academic Integrity Appeals Committee are final.  

E. All results from the proceedings of the Academic Dishonesty Appeals Committee should be 
reported to the appropriate academic dean, dean of students, provost, and president as information.  

  

NOTE: During the appeals process, the student may continue to attend the class in which the 

violation occurred.  

  
  

Disability Services:  If you believe you are entitled to reasonable accommodation based on a documented 

disability (per The Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973), 

please contact Student Support Services at 706-233-7417 or visit http://www.shorter.edu/disability-services 

for more information.  

  

 

GRADING  

  

The class workload is distributed as evenly as possible among its eight weeks. Each week will 

consist of:  

  

 

A- One Discussion Board post (3pts per lesson)  

  

After reviewing the lesson’s material, student will be required to post on the discussion board for 

that week. Student’s posts on the discussion board should be representative of the knowledge 
acquired during the lesson. The discussion Board rubric is described here:  

  

  

  

Addressed all required components & Evidence of Critical Thinking: Clear 

evidence of critical thinking--application, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. 

Writing is characterized by clarity of argument, depth of insight into theoretical 

issues, originality of treatment, and relevance. Sometimes include unusual 

insights. Arguments are well supported. Utilized required text, external sources 

(include citation), and/or personal interpretations to support post.  

  

2 pts  

 Length: Assignment met the required length    

0.5 pts  

  

Sentence Structure & Mechanics. Utilized Standard English mechanics and 

grammar.  

  

0.5 pts  

  

Total possible points  

  

3 pts  

 

 

B- Weekly class participation (1pt per lesson)  

  

Since this is a fully online course, class participation will be measured according to students’ 

contributions to the discussion boards. To earn class participation (worth 1 point per lesson) students 

must post or respond to classmates’ posts within the time-frame allocated for the particular lesson. 



Points will be awarded according to the number of days each student was active on the discussion 

board for the lesson:  

  

- Participation on 3 or more days: 1 point  

- Participation on 2 days: 0.5 points  

- Participation on 1 day: 0 points  

  
  

C- Two or more responses to classmates’ posts on the Discussion Board (1pt per lesson)  

  

Students are required to respond to posts made by classmates in each lesson.  

Discussion boards are meant to be fluid and promote the interaction between students to further their 

learning experience. A minimum of two (2) responses to classmates’ postings are required for each lesson 

in order to earn 1 point, but certainly there is no maximum. Points will be awarded in the following manner:  

  

- 2 or more responses: 1 point  

- 1 response: 0.5 points  

- No responses: 0 points  

  
  

D- One Quiz (8pts per lesson)  

  

There are no final or midterm exams in this class. In order to equally distribute the workload within 

the semester, there will be a quiz each week. The quiz will be around 30 multiple-choice questions in 

length and it will be worth 8 points. It will be open book, but it should be worked on individually (failure to 

do so will automatically result in an F). Some questions will require some deductive thinking on your part, 

so do your best to assimilate the material for that particular lesson before taking the quiz. There is only 1 

attempt allowed per quiz. Quizzes are constantly modified, so some might be harder than others. I will 

analyze the statistics for quizzes at the end of each lesson. If a particular quiz was harder than expected 

as an average, I will curve that quiz and you will receive extra points.  

  
  

A typical week will represent 13% of your final grade (13 pts). Except for week 1 which is  

14% (include Introductions), and week 8 – 8% (no discussion board since it is a shorter week)  

  

Introduction post (1p)  

  

Present yourself to your classmates. Write an introductory paragraph in the Introduction Forum. 

Tell the class your name; where are you from; where do you live; if you are a freshman, sophomore, etc.; 

your major if you have one; something interesting about you as well as anything else you would like to 

share with the class. Within your response, answer the question: What do you expect to learn from the 

class? Post your introduction before the end of Week 1.  

Late work  

  

This is a fast-paced course; you have 1 full week per lesson to complete your coursework. NO 

LATE WORK will be accepted after each lesson closes at 11:55 p.m.  

each Sunday.  

  
  

Extra credit  

  

There are no extra credit possibilities in this class; however, if a student is within two (2) points of 

reaching a higher grade at the end of the semester (i.e. 78, 79, 88, 89pts, etc), I will evaluate the student’s 



overall participation on the Discussion Boards to determine whether the student will receive the higher 

grade. Students that go beyond minimum requirements will qualify for this benefit.  

  
  

A final word  

  

For those taking their first online class, you might be surprised to see the discipline needed to be 

successful in online courses. It is critical you manage your time wisely and submit your work on time. My 

experience has been that the student who waits until the last minute to complete assignments does not 

do well. It is not difficult to identify students that rush or do not manage their time wisely. You must log 

into our course site at least three times a week to make sure that you stay current with your assignment 

and that you do not miss any announcements or messages in the Moodle system. Those students who 

do well in online courses report they make it a practice to log onto their courses on a daily basis.  

  
  

POINTS PER ASSIGNMENTS:  

  

Introduction  1 points  

Quizzes (8 x 8 points each)  64 points  

Lesson Discussions (7 x 3 points each)  21 points  

Responses to Classmates (7 x 1 points each)  7 points  

Weekly class participation (7 x 1 points each)  7 points  

--------------  

Total  

  
  

 Points  Grade  

 90-100  A  

 80-89  B  

 70-79  C  

 60-69  D  

 Less than 59  F  

100 Points  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLASS SCHEDULE  

  

Lesson  Assignments  What’s Due?  

#1  

  

1-Read Chapter 1  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum 
+ responses.  

4- Take quiz #1    

1- Introduction  

2- Quiz #1  

3- Lesson 1 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 1st Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#2  

  

1-Read Chapters 2 & 3  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum  

+ responses.    

4- Take quiz #2  

1- Quiz #2  

2- Lesson 2 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 2nd Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#3  

  

1-Read Chapter 4  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum  

+ responses.    

4- Take quiz #3  

1- Quiz #3  

2- Lesson 3 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 3rd Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#4  

  

1-Read Chapters 6 & 7  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum  

+ responses.    

4- Take quiz #4  

1- Quiz #4  

2- Lesson 4 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 4th Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#5  

  

1-Read Chapter 8  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum  

+ responses.    

4- Take quiz #5  

1- Quiz #5  

2- Lesson 5 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 5th Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#6  

  

1-Read Chapters 10 & 11  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum  

+ responses.    

4- Take quiz #6  

1- Quiz #6  

2- Lesson 6 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 6th Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#7  1-Read Chapters 12 & 13  

2- Review Flashcards  

3- Complete Lesson’s Discussion Forum  

+ responses.    

4- Take quiz #7  

1- Quiz #7  

2- Lesson 7 Discussion Forum + 
responses.  

When? 7th Sunday at 11:55 p.m.  

#8  1-Read Chapter 14  

2-Review Flashcards  

3-Take quiz #8    

1- Quiz #8  

2- Course Evaluation  

When? 8th Friday at 11:55 p.m.  

 


