
SOC 312 OC  Marriage/Family Relations 

Instructor: Jeanne Doonan, MA, LPC, SHRM-CP   

Session: Fall I 2021 

Dates: 8/30 – 10/17/2021 

Day/Time: TOL  
 

 

***Please check syllabi for a Pre-class assignment and mandatory login 

date*** 

 
Siena’s online faculty is guided by a commitment to maintain high-quality course design 

principles, solid pedagogy, and instructor presence. Because we promote the individual creative 

expressions of both students and faculty, our online courses are not standard "off-the-shelf" 

designs. We incorporate the University's existing commitments to competency, creativity, and 

direct involvement of faculty with students. Online courses open new opportunities and 

challenges for learning anything. In the discussion forums, you will learn the art of "peer 

learning;" you will learn how to contribute to discussions on a variety of topics. From course 

assignments, you will learn how to make sure you understand and carry out any kind of 

assignment—at work, at home, or in school. Taking responsibility for your learning is the main 

challenge. Your teachers are not information banks; they are learning leaders. They guide you in 

discovering not only what recognized experts have learned but also in pursuing answers to your 

own questions. For your part, courage is required to raise questions, to disagree, and to engage 

your teacher and fellow students in resolving differences of opinion. We aim to make your 

experience of online learning an opportunity that will benefit you in your home, work, spiritual, 

and personal life. 

 

University Mission 
The mission of Siena Heights, a Catholic University founded and sponsored by the Adrian Dominican 

Sisters, is to assist people to become more competent, purposeful, and ethical through a teaching and 

learning environment that respects the dignity of all. 

 

Community and Human Service Program Outcomes 
1. Develop an interdisciplinary and ethical approach to the professional practice of community 

and human service. 

2. Develop skills to access, evaluate and utilize social research in community and human service 

work, and be able to link theory and practice. 

3. Develop effective communication and interpersonal skills appropriate for use in the roles of 

community and human service practice. 

4. Know and utilize methods appropriate for the process of planned change in communities and 

agencies. 

Siena’s Accommodation Policy for Students with Disabilities  
Siena Heights University values diversity and inclusion; we are committed to a climate of mutual respect and 

full participation.  Our goal is to create learning environments that are usable, equitable and inclusive.  If there 

are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or accurate 

assessment, please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students with disabilities should contact the Office 

of Accessibility (517) 264-7683, or cmathis1@sienaheights.edu to discuss a range of options for removing 

barriers in the course, including accommodations.  This process is initiated and driven by the student.  Grades 

earned before verification of a disability and approval of accommodations by the Office of Accessibility will 

not be changed.  

mailto:cmathis1@sienaheights.edu
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Syllabus 

Siena Heights University 

Online Course 

 

SOC 312 OC  

Marriage and Family Relations 

8/30- 10/17/2021 

Fall I 

3 credits 

 

  

 

Jeanne Doonan, MA, LPC, SHRM-CP 

Adjunct Instructor  

 (269) 760-8599 cell 

E-mail:  doonanj@gmail.com 

 

Be sure to log into the course on the first day of class, and post an introduction in the 

Course Home module. Also, see the pre-class assignment below. 
Required text:  

 

Lauer, R. H., & Lauer, J. C. (2018). Marriage & family: The quest for intimacy (9th ed.). New York, NY:  

McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 978-0-07-802711-6 

 

Recommended text: 

 

American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological 

Association (7th ed.). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN: 978-1-4338-

3216-1 

 

SOC 312 Course Objectives: 

1.      Students will articulate the challenges that face today’s families within the context of the broader   

         society.  

2.      Students will point out the characteristics of healthy relationships and successful marriages.  

3.      Students will appraise couple and family dynamics through theoretical perspectives (such as  

         Symbolic Interactionism, Conflict Theory, Exchange Theory, and Systems Theory).  

 

4.      Students will demonstrate an appreciation of how families, marriages, and personal relationships  

         vary across cultural backgrounds.  

5.      Students will analyze social phenomena and processes that impact intimate relationships.   

6.      Students will evaluate the ways ethnicity and cultural backgrounds affect family dynamics and   

         reactions to family crisis.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:doonanj@gmail.com
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Course Description: 

Relationships can be the cause of great happiness and distress in our lives. This is because intimacy is one 

of our fundamental needs and the source of much of our wellbeing. There is an abundance of research 

evidence linking intimate marital and family relationships with happiness and satisfaction in life.  

This course is designed to help the student develop a better understanding of intimate relationships and 

the dynamics of the family. In order to understand the family, one must be familiar with the rich diversity 

of family life.  How people satisfy their intimacy needs in families varies from one society to another as 

well as within a given society. This course will explore these variations, changes in the institution of 

marriage, and the challenges that families and relationships face.   

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the most important institution in society— the 

family. The family is so significant to humanity that it is culturally universal. Without the foundation of  

the family, society as a whole is affected and suffers. As an introduction to marriage and family relations, 

this course will provide students with a better understanding of the many new challenges faced by today’s 

families and what it takes to strengthen marriages and relationships. Students will be able to recognize the 

characteristics of successful relationships and successful marriages.  

Students will also be able to identify and discuss the theoretical perspectives presented by the text and 

show how research findings enhance our knowledge of marriage and family relationships. Students will 

gain a better understanding of how society influences and affects intimate relationships. Students will 

define, describe, and explain how the following impact marriage, family, and intimacy: Gender Identity, 

Sexuality, Love, Dating, Mate Selection, Power, Socioeconomic Status, Communication, Conflict, Abuse, 

and Divorce. By completing a research paper, students will demonstrate an understanding of the ways 

ethnicity and culture impact family dynamics and how an individual’s cultural background determines 

how he or she deals with crisis and reacts to psychological problems.  

Pre-Class Assignment: 

 

Read Chapter 1 in Lauer and Lauer (2018), the required text for this course. A number of important trends 

are noted in this chapter (“Changing Patterns of Intimate Relationships”).  Do some research by going to  

the website for the National Marriage Project (http://nationalmarriageproject.org/reports/) and select one 

of the reports or latest releases  You may also search the Science Daily website for relevant research by 

typing “marriage and family” in the Science Daily search engine (http://www.sciencedaily.com/). Read 

the article and then complete the three parts of the assignment: 

 

1. What new or updated information can you find related to the trends identified in Chapter 1 of  

the text? 

  

2. Can you put the findings into one of the theoretical perspectives described in Chapter 1     

(systems, symbolic interactionism, conflict, exchange)? Which theoretical perspective 

                 seems most useful in understanding or explaining the new information? Which  

                 one or ones appear not to be useful? Why? 

 

        3.      Provide a reference citation in APA format. 

  

Your assignment is to be submitted as a Word document. Include a title page followed by the responses to 

the three questions. An abstract is not necessary for this assignment since this is not a formal research 

paper. However, in-text citations are standard and expected part of academic writing and APA style. Be 

sure to completely answer the questions. The paper should be 2-3 pages in length (double-spaced). 

 

http://nationalmarriageproject.org/reports/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/
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Course Methods 

Pre-class assignment, weekly reading assignments, video lectures, threaded discussions, one major paper, 

and exams on the chapter readings (Modules 2, 5, 7) to reinforce knowledge gained. 

Methods of Evaluation 

• Introduction (5 points) 

• Pre-class assignment (10 points)  

• Major Research Paper on the ethnicity of one's family (30 points) 

• 3 Exams (multiple choice): Modules 2, 5, & 7 (20 points each X 3 = 60) 

• Attendance and class participation in threaded discussions (75 points total) 

• Total possible points = 180 

 

The final grade is based on the percentage of points earned. See the grading scale below.  
 

Grading Scale 

 

The following is the standard grading scale used for this course: 

 

A 100-92% 

B 91-82% 

C 81-72% 

D 71-62% 

E 61 and below 

 

Attendance/Participation 

Students are expected to commit about 120 hours of work to complete a 3-credit course; so plan for 

approximately 18 hours per week to read and review postings, perform research, prepare for and 

participate in the threaded discussions, and complete written assignments. The student is expected to 

access the course room and post in the discussions at least two times a week. Each class member is not 

only expected to complete all reading and written assignments, but also to fully participate in each 

threaded discussion by answering all of the module’s discussion questions and responding to classmate 

postings as well as any questions posed by the instructor. There must be at least one response to other 

students’ postings after each discussion question. Postings should be made throughout the week and not 

all at one time. In this way, a traditional classroom discussion is simulated and even enhanced.  The 

quality and amount of student participation will contribute to the student's earned grade. See the 

Discussion Grading rubric for the course. 

Maximum points are earned when the student demonstrates full participation in the discussion as well as 

mastery of the subject matter.  Therefore, please keep the course material in mind when formulating your 

responses to the questions and to each other’s postings. Responses need to be more than simple agreement 

or disagreement. Substantive responses will demonstrate critical thinking and have these characteristics: 

(a) thoughtful, reflective, and respectful of other student's postings, (b) make clear references to the 

assignment or prior posting being discussed, (c) further the discussion with questions or statements that 

encourage others to respond, and (d) clearly connect to the text or reference points from additional 

readings and effectively integrate citations in the postings.  
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This is an accelerated course of only seven weeks duration. Failure to participate in the week's 

work and discussions will be considered a withdrawal from the course. See the Academic 

Engagement Policy below. 

Academic Engagement Policy 

 

In response to federal regulations governing financial aid and in order to assist our students, faculty will 

report students who are absent or disengaged from a course for one week without explanation. Instructors 

will contact the academic advisor and the student to determine his or her status.  

 

Disengagement from an online class is defined as lack of active engagement in the course. To clarify, 

simply logging into an online class without active engagement (e.g., class or group discussion, 

submission of an assignment – test, case study, report, etc.) is considered “disengagement.”  

 

Course Schedule 

 

Research Paper: Due in Week 7 (See Calendar within the course) 

Your major research paper is to be an exploration of your own family ethnicity, such as Polish, Italian, 

Arab, British, German, French, African-American, Hispanic, Pacific Islander, etc. You are to research the 

major family characteristics, values, history, rituals, rules, expectations, behaviors, etc. of your ethnic 

heritage.  Include in your paper an assessment of your own family of origin background, how these 

generalized characteristics were or were not true in your own family construct, and how they are 

impacting your life today. 

A HIGHLY recommend resource for the research paper is the book Ethnicity & Family Therapy edited by 

Monica McGoldrick, John Pearce, and Joseph Giordano (Guilford Press, 1982). However, you can also 

research any other book, articles, or journals that deal with Family Ethnicity and Characteristics.  You 

may also use internet sites for research. HOWEVER, your sources cannot be solely internet sites.  You 

MUST include academic references (i.e., books, chapters from edited books, journal articles) in your 

research and include these in your REFERENCES page. There should be 3-5 references listed on the 

references page and cited within the paper. The paper must be 4-6 pages of text, written in APA style 

formatting, which includes a cover page, an abstract page, and a references page. Please begin this 

research early so that you can complete this assignment with diligence, interest, and timeliness. Late 

submissions of papers will not be accepted. 

Academic Dishonesty 

Week 1      Myths; Diversity in Families Chapters 1,2        Pre-class assignment due  

 

Week 2 Gender Roles; Sexuality Chapters 3,4 Exam 1: Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4 

 

Week 3 Getting Involved; Falling in Love Chapters 5,6  

 

Week 4 Selecting a Partner; Getting Married Chapters 7,8  

 

Week 5 The Challenge of Communication; 

Power and Conflict 

Chapters 9, 10 Exam 2: Chapters 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

10 

 

Week 6 Family Crises; Intimacy in the Later 

Years 

Chapters 13, 16  

Week 7 Separation and Divorce; Remarriage 

and Stepfamilies 

Chapters 14,15 Exam 3: Chapters 13, 14, 15, 16 

Research paper due 
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Academic dishonesty is considered either cheating on tests or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the failure to give 

credit for the use of material from outside sources. It includes, but is not limited to, verbatim use of a 

quote without quotation marks and adequate documentation, submission of a paper prepared by another 

person as one’s own work, using the ideas, facts, words, or data of someone else and claiming them as 

your own, or not documenting ideas, facts, words or data gathered during research.  

If students are caught cheating on a test, they will receive a zero (0) grade on that test. If a student is 

caught plagiarizing another’s work, he or she will receive a zero (0) for his/her grade on that assignment. 

Second instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of E for the entire course.  

Students with Disabilities 

Siena Heights University values diversity and inclusion; we are committed to a climate of mutual 

respect and full participation. Our goal is to create learning environments that are usable, 

equitable and inclusive. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result 

in barriers to your inclusion or accurate assessment, please notify the instructor as soon as 

possible. Students with disabilities should contact the Office of Accessibility (517) 264-7683, 

or cmathis1@sienaheights.edu, to discuss a range of options for removing barriers in the course, 

including accommodations. This process is initiated and driven by the student. It is to your 

advantage to begin the process in a timely manner, since accommodations are not retroactive. 

Grades earned before verification of a disability and approval of accommodations by the Office 

of Accessibility will not be changed. 

 If you have a COVID-19 specific request, please use this 

form:  https://sienaheights.edu/Landing-Pages/COVID-19-Faculty-Staff-Student-

Accommodation-Request-Form 

Retention System Statement 

Students should be aware that SHU, like many other colleges and universities, utilizes a formal system for 

identifying at-risk students and getting them the help they need. Should I have concerns about your well-

being and/or ability to be successful in this class, I will speak with you directly, email you, and/or email 

your advisor. Depending on the outcome, I may also report my concerns via an online alert system. This 

system would then notify your advisor and any other appropriate individuals of my concerns. Once again, 

this system is in place to provide support. My goal is not to coddle or interfere but rather to help when 

needed.  

Canvas Support Line 

A support line is available for students to assist them with any technical issues that may occur with My 

Siena or accessing a CANVAS course. Contact the Siena Heights University Computer Services Help 

Desk (M-F, 8 - 5) at 517-264-7655. 

You can also contact the CANVAS Support Hotline for any issues within a course (24/7 live support): 

1. Select the Help Button on the left menu. 

2. Click Chat with Canvas Support to start a chat with a representative. 

3. You can also call CANVAS at: 887-703-3906. 

 

 

mailto:cmathis1@sienaheights.edu
https://sienaheights.edu/Landing-Pages/COVID-19-Faculty-Staff-Student-Accommodation-Request-Form
https://sienaheights.edu/Landing-Pages/COVID-19-Faculty-Staff-Student-Accommodation-Request-Form
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TIPS FOR SUCCESS 

Keeping up with assignments in this course is critical for your success. Here are a few items of 

importance: 

• If you don't see me responding to your posts in the discussion board don't be alarmed. I am 

reading them, but I believe it is more important for the discussions to be between students rather 

than between each student and the instructor. If you have a question that needs personal attention, 

feel to send me an e-mail. 

  

• Post early and often. Seven weeks will fly by-- trust me. I am an original member of the 

procrastinator's club and waiting to the last second will only cause both you and I heartache. I 

assume you have signed up for this class because you can handle the rigors of taking an online 

course in a seven-week format. Please do not ask for special favors, for example extended 

deadlines, etc. If you are unable to fulfill the requirements of the course, and/or the technology is 

overwhelming, please talk to your academic advisor. I certainly will do my best to accommodate 

any special, unforeseen circumstances. 

  

• Plan on spending adequate time completing the reading assignments, writing assignments, and 

participating in discussions. (Remember you are completing a semester course in only seven 

weeks.) I will be checking to be sure you are completing other assignments like watching the 

videos. 

 

• Avoid plagiarism. As you take notes, distinguish between paraphrases and direct 

quotations.  When note-taking, copy quotations exactly as they appear, and record all the 

information you will need for citations and a list of references.  To avoid confusion, some writers 

use only direct quotations when taking notes.  If using an on-line source, do not cut and paste 

text directly into your own draft.  Be conscientious and consistent in whatever note-taking 

strategy you use. Avoid overreliance on quotations in your responses. 

 

• Use the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.) to help you with 

your academic writing and to ensure proper formatting of a formal paper in APA style including 

the proper use of in-text citations, title/abstract/reference pages, and editing for clarity. Links to 

APA style tutorials are posted in the course home. There is a very helpful online resource from 

APA Style (https://apastyle.apa.org/) which provides examples and will answer many of your 

questions. Proofread discussion entries before posting and avoid colloquial language. In the 

discussions, it is easy to forget that you are submitting assignments for a college course. Use the 

link provided in the course home for guidance on proper netiquette. 
 
 
 
 
Siena Heights University is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, 
religion, age, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin, disability, marital status in the institution’s programs or activities 
or any other occupationally irrelevant criteria.  The University promotes affirmative action for minorities, women, disabled 
persons and veterans.  Siena Heights University’s Title IX Coordinator is the Chief Public Safety Officer, Cindy Birdwell. She 
can be contacted at 517-264-7194 or cbirdwell@sienaheights.edu, or in person in Ledwidge Hall on the Adrian campus. For 
24/7 availability, call 517-264-7799. 
 

mailto:cbirdwell@sienaheights.edu

