
1 

SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

Table of Contents 

Section 1: Course Information .............................................................................................. 2 

Course Description ................................................................................................................ 2 

Course Overview ................................................................................................................... 3 

Course Workload................................................................................................................... 3 

Course Materials ................................................................................................................... 3 

Course Topics ....................................................................................................................... 4 

Intended Learning Outcomes................................................................................................ 4 

Late Work .............................................................................................................................. 4 

Extra Credit ........................................................................................................................... 4 

Section 2: Southeastern Policies.......................................................................................... 5 

Section 3: Course Schedule .................................................................................................. 6 

Aim, Learn, and Apply Descriptions...................................................................................... 6 

Course Schedule .............................................................................................................. 7-14 

Section 4: Assessments ................................................................................................. 15-16 

Appendix A ....................................................................................................................... 17-18 



2 

SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

Format: 8 weeks. 

Course ID: PMIN 3233 

Course Title: Homiletics II   

College: Ministry and Theology 

Prerequisites: PMIN 3133 

Credit Hours: 3 

Instructor: See the online course in MyFIRE for instructor contact information and 

availability. 

Course Description 

This course equips students to prepare and deliver a variety of types of biblical 

sermons in a variety of settings. Students will learn techniques of biblical exegesis, 

reasoning and sermon structure, sermon delivery applications, as well as the 

integration of effective illustrations and other creative elements. Students will 

observe and evaluate themselves, their peers, and a number of professional 

preachers to enhance their understanding of effective preaching. 
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SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Overview 

The purpose of this course is to help the student develop and deliver biblical 

messages which are: true to the text, clear and well organized, interesting to listen 

to, specifically relevant to the listener’s needs, and with particular attention given to 

clarity and relevance. For the majority of students, this course will establish a 

foundation for effective, biblical preaching. And for others, this course will provide a 

framework for ministerial development. By adding a more in depth practical 

dimension to Homiletics I, this course will provide students an opportunity to 

improve their preparation skills of a sermon outline, demonstrate effective preaching 

practices, and undergo further evaluation from peers and the instructor. 

Course Workload 

Time spent on course assignments will vary by student depending on familiarity with 

course content, reading rate of speed, writing rate of speed, and other individual 

factors. Based on averages for most students, it is estimated that the course 

workload estimate for this course is 7.09 hours per week. 

Course Materials 

• Duarte, Nancy. Resonate: Present Visual Stories that Transform Audiences.

San Francisco: John Wiley and Sons, 2010.

• Elmore, Tim. Habitudes: The Art of Engaging Communication. Troy, MI: Poet

Gardener, 2012.

• Larson, Craig Brian and Haddon Robinson. The Art and Craft of Biblical

Preaching: A Comprehensive Resource for Today’s Communicators. Grand

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2005.

• Sweet, Leonard. Giving Blood: A Fresh Paradigm For Preaching. Grand

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014.

• Withrup, Douglas. Interrobang Preaching: Discovering the Communication
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Secrets of Jesus. Kannapolis, NC: Interrobang Press, 2014. 

Required and optional textbooks are accessed and ordered through SEU’s 

bookstore. 

Disclaimer: The resources utilized in this course provide information, thoughts and 

insights that should encourage critical thinking on the part of the student. Please note 

as well that as an Assembly of God institution, Southeastern University does not 

necessarily endorse specific personal, religious, philosophical, or political positions 

found in these resources. 

https://www.bkstr.com/southeasternstore/home
https://www.bkstr.com/southeasternstore/home
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SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Topics 

The purpose of this course is to introduce, reinforce, and measure learning 

on the following topics: 

• Guidelines for oral communication and preaching

• Dependence on the Holy Spirit and the Word of God

• Use of voice level, words, body language, emotion, and variety of preaching
styles.

• Student involvement in preaching experiences

• Evaluation of student presentations

Intended Learning Outcomes 

As a result of reading, study, and assessments in this course, the student 

should be able to: 

• Comprehend the power and authority of God's Word when properly

proclaimed,

• Comprehend the working of the Holy Spirit in the proclamation of God's

Word, and hence, the importance of being sensitive to working with the

Holy Spirit,

• Both give and receive constructive criticism and favorable comments on oral

presentations and preaching,

• Apply principles of effective preaching to develop and enhance one's

strengths in preaching,

• Apply principles of effective preaching to remove and overcome one's

hindrances to preaching,

• Ascertain and refine one's own God-given gifts, abilities, and personality for

more effective preaching.

• Understand what it means to become effective listeners and evaluators of

oneself and others in preaching.

• Apply good verbal and nonverbal communication skills in a sermon.

Late Work 
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None accepted. 

Extra Credit 

The instructor may provide extra credit opportunities. 
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SECTION 2: SOUTHEASTERN POLICIES 

Academic Policies 

View this link to see Southeastern’s Policies regarding SEU’s Mission and 

Vision Statements, Title IX Statement, Student Services, Class 

Participation, Official Email, MyFIRE Use, Technical Difficulties, Technical 

Support, Disability Statement, Academic Honesty, Course Evaluation, 

Official Withdrawal, Grading Scale, and Netiquette.

http://catalog.seu.edu/content.php?catoid=38&navoid=2877
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

The Course Schedule provides a listing of your work in this course. The 

assessments are listed by Module and include the due dates and point 

values. 

Note: Assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST on the due date, unless otherwise 

noted. 

AIM, LEARN, AND APPLY DESCRIPTIONS 

Aim 

When you see the Aim icon, you will be introduced to topics and ideas that will be 

covered throughout this module. The AIM will also provide you with a glimpse into 

your learning objectives and an introduction to this module. 

Learn 

When you see the Learn icon, all of your reading assignments will be listed and 

may include additional resources that your instructor is providing to help you 

complete the activities and assessments for the module. 

Apply 

When you see the Apply Icon, it will be time to demonstrate your learning for the 

module. The items here are those in which you'll be graded and may include 

discussions, activities, assignments, quizzes, exams, and projects. 
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 1: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

 Aim 

➢ Understand the high calling of preaching.

➢ Recognize the challenges that come with a preacher maintaining a healthy

spiritual life.

➢ Discover the importance of metaphor and story in preaching.

➢ Consider some of the significant challenges and dangers of biblical

interpretation.

➢ Identify how the current cultural landscape affects our approach to preaching in

modern times.

➢ Describe interrobang preaching and how it relates to Jesus’s communication

methods.

➢ Understand how to outline a sermon based off the Me, We, God, You, We

method.

 Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching

➢ Read two selections from Part 1, and read two selections from Part 2.

➢ Read Interrobang Preaching: Discovering the Communication Secrets of Jesus

➢ (Witherup), Introduction and Chapters 1‒4

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 1

➢ View videos (provided in the course).

 Apply 
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➢ Sermon Introduction Video

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Module 1 Discussion Forum 1

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Module 1 Discussion Forum 2

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Outside Sermon Critique

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50

➢ Reflection Paper on “What Makes You Happy?” (Part 1, by Andy Stanley)

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 2: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

Aim 

➢ Learn the importance of knowing your audience and why connection is so

critical.

➢ Discover how to interpret Scripture accurately and then communicate its

relevance to your unique listeners.

➢ Recognize some of the challenges that come with interpreting the biblical text

accurately and communicating it relevantly.

➢ Improve your ability to discern what the Holy Spirit is doing when you are

preaching, and how to align your preaching with His activity.

➢ Learn how to guide others (through your preaching) into the mystery of God’s

transforming work.

➢ Begin sermon preparation, including the selecting and studying of a biblical

text, as well as construction of a sermon outline

➢ Understand how to outline a sermon based off the Me, We, God, You, We

method.

Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, two selections from Part 3 and two

selections from Part 4 (Prepare for discussion forum.)

➢ Read Interrobang Preaching: Discovering the Communication Secrets of Jesus

➢ (Witherup), Chapters 5‒9 and the epilogue (Prepare to write a book critique.)

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 2 (Prepare to write a book critique in coming

weeks.)

➢ View videos (provided in the course).
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 Apply 

➢ Module 2 Discussion Forum 1

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Module 2 Discussion Forum 2

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Book Critique: Interrobang Preaching: Discovering the Communication Secrets

of Jesus

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 3: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

Aim 

➢ Recognize how to make the core message in your sermon memorable.

➢ Discover how to view the Old Testament as a text that can lead people toward

the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

➢ Learn how to navigate the double task of faith and criticism as a preacher.

➢ Identify and practice how to communicate with greater clarity.

➢ Discover the secrets to effective communication from one of the most

influential pastors in America.

 Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, two selections from Part 5 and two

selections from Part 11

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 3

➢ Begin reading Habitudes (Tim Elmore).

➢ View video (provided in the course).

➢ Read a brief blog (“The Communication Secrets of Craig Groeschel”), and watch

both videos from Craig Groeschel’s leadership podcast (provided in the course).

Apply 

➢ Module 3 Discussion Forum 1

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Module 3 Discussion Forum 2

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday
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o Points: 25

➢ Outline a Sermon 1

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 4: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

 Aim 

➢ Discover how to enhance the impact of your sermon with creativity.

➢ Identify how to leverage your personal strengths as well as various approaches

to a sermon in an effort to strengthen your communication gift.

➢ Reflect on how to improve your preaching delivery style.

➢ Recognize some of the basic obstacles that can affect the impact of your

sermon.

➢ Be exposed to unique ways to make the sacraments more EPIC .

➢ Learn how to close a sermon, including understanding altar calls more deeply.

➢ Prepare an outline and then preach your first sermon (8‒10 minutes in length).

 Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, three selections from Part 6.

➢ Continue to read Habitudes (Elmore).

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 4.

➢ View video (provided in the course).

Apply 

➢ Module 4 Discussion Forum

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Sermon #1 Notes

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 25
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➢ Sermon #1 Presentation

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 240
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 5: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

Aim 

➢ Learn how to find examples of stories and illustrations that are illuminating,

credible, and compelling.

➢ Understand the power of persuasion in preaching, including learning what

makes a talk boring.

➢ Memorize the three rules that create resonance in your audience.

➢ Gain knowledge of the various ways people think about truth as well as how

truth ought to be viewed according to the Scriptures.

➢ Uncover unique and effective ways to preach to young and emerging adults.

➢ Discuss what particular aspects of our culture need to be considered and how

cultural context impacts preaching.

➢ Discover images and metaphors that stimulate key principles for effective

preaching and teaching.

Learn 

➢ Read Resonate (Duarte), Intro and Chapters 1‒3.

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, three selections from Part 7.

➢ Finish reading Habitudes (Elmore).

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 5 (Prepare to write a book critique.)

➢ View video (provided in the course).

 Apply 

➢ Module 5 Discussion Forum 1

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday
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o Points: 25

➢ Module 5 Discussion Forum 2

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Sermon #1 Self-Evaluation

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Book Critique: Habitudes

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50



19 

SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 6: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

 Aim 

➢ Recognize the significance of the big idea and how to develop meaningful

content that is centered on the big idea.

➢ Further identify and analyze the key aspects of sermon structure, sermon

delivery, and sermon sound bites.

➢ Understand why information and data alone don’t get the job done.

➢ Sharpen your ability to add creativity to your sermon presentation.

➢ Discover how to invite, empower, and equip the Christian community to

reimagine a world as though God is a key and decisive player.

➢ Know why telling the truth about God, telling the truth about Jesus, and telling

the truth about the world are intimately connected to each other.

 Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, three selections from Part 8.

➢ Read Resonate (Duarte), Chapters 4‒6.

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 6.

➢ View videos (provided in the course).

Apply 

➢ Module 6 Discussion Forum 1

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Module 6 Discussion Forum 2

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday
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o Points: 25

➢ Outline a Sermon 2

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50



21 

SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 7: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

 Aim 

➢ Prepare and preach your second sermon for this course (8‒10 minutes in

➢ length).

➢ Understand the significance of preaching to the unchurched.

➢ Clarify specific actions steps to take to improve as a preacher and

communicator.

➢ Learn how to use visuals and presentations to increase your impact in

preaching.

➢ Reflect on the impact of passion and urgency in delivering a sermon.

➢ Discover how to maximize your study time in sermon preparation.

 Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, three selections from Part 9.

➢ Read Resonate (Duarte), Chapters 7‒9

➢ Read Giving Blood (Sweet), Part 7.

➢ Read the blog about Preaching to the Unchurched.

➢ Listen to interview (audio only) with Matt Chandler as he talks about

Re:Thinking Preaching with Dave Ferguson of Exponential.

 Apply 

➢ Module 7 Discussion Forum 1

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Module 7 Discussion Forum 2
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o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Sermon #2 Notes

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Sermon #2 Presentation and Peer Evaluations

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 240
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 8: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX  

 Aim 

➢ Discover how to preach about contemporary issues, including topics of

marriage, sex, suffering, and crisis.

➢ Learn how to more effectively speak on holidays, special occasions, and on

tough topics to stay fresh, current, and dependable for those moments.

➢ Evaluate yourself after viewing your own sermon.

➢ Write a book critique on Resonate (by Nancy Duarte) as well as a book critique

on Giving Blood (by Leonard Sweet) to identify key learnings from those two

books regarding communication, preparation of a sermon, and sermon

delivery.

➢ Identify specific next steps and applications to becoming a better preacher.

➢ Gain deeper understanding how to challenge people toward total commitment

and full devotion.

 Learn 

➢ Read The Art and Craft of Preaching, three selections from Part 10 (Prepare for

discussion forum.)

➢ Finish reading Resonate.

➢ Finish reading Giving Blood.

Apply 

➢ Module 8 Discussion Forum

o Due: Saturday, Tuesday

o Points: 25

➢ Sermon #2 Self-Evaluation
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o Due: Tuesday 

o Points: 25 

➢ Book Critique: Resonate 

o Due: Tuesday 

o Points: 50 

➢ Book Critique: Giving Blood 

o Due: Tuesday 

o Points: 50 
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SECTION 4: ASSESSMENTS 

 

Discussion Forums 

 

Description 

You’ll participate in various discussions throughout the course. 

• Your initial posts should be no more than 300 words, and should not be less than 
150 words. Initial posts are due by Saturdays, 11:59 PM EST. 

• Your peer response posts should not exceed 150 words. Two response posts are 
due by Tuesdays, 11:59 PM EST. 

 

Total Possible Points 

375 

 

Grade Weight 

--% 
 

 

 
 

Outline a Sermon Using “Me, We, God, You, We” 

 

Description 

You’ll complete two outlines and manuscripts based on the “Me, We, God, You, We” 
method. See each assignment for details. 

 

Total Possible Points 

100 

 

Grade Weight 

--% 
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SECTION 4: ASSESSMENTS 
 
 

 

Outside Sermon Critique 

 

Description 

• Go to Outreach Magazine and navigate to their most recent list of America’s 100 
largest and fastest growing churches. Select two sermons from these churches. 
Listen to a sermon from their lead pastor or primary teaching pastor. Then find at 
least one female preacher to evaluate as well. It could be from one of these 

churches or from this suggested list of female preachers: Christine Caine, Wendy 
Perez, Joyce Meyer, Priscilla Shirer, Alex Seeley (Belonging Co), Sarah Jakes 
Roberts, Holly Wagner, Lisa Bevere, Bianca Olthoff, Dawncherie Wilkerson, Julie 

Mullins, or someone else you are aware of. 

• Write a critique of each of the three preachers, their unique strengths, their 
similarities with one another, and some significant differences. Utilize the External 
(Outside) Sermon Evaluation Form for this assignment. Identify at least one trait 

of one of the preachers you would like to incorporate in your own preaching. First-
person voice is appropriate for this paper. 

 

Total Possible Points 

50 

 

Grade Weight 

--% 
 

 

 
Sermon #1 Presentation and Evaluations 

 

Description 

Prepare and deliver an 8-10-minute expository sermon that includes an introduction and 
conclusion, at least one illustration, a clear outline, at least one moment of humor, and 
a thorough unpacking of a biblical text that engages the intended audience. 

 

Peers will evaluate the sermons within the presentation forum as well. 
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Total Possible Points 

290 

 

Grade Weight 

--% 
 

 

 
Sermon #2 Presentation and Evaluations 

 

Description 

You’ll also prepare and deliver a second 8-10-minute expository sermon that includes an 
introduction and conclusion, at least one illustration, a clear outline, at least one 

moment of humor, and a thorough unpacking of a biblical text that engages the 
intended audience. 

 

Total Possible Points 

290 

 

Grade Weight 

--% 
 

 

 
Papers 

 

Description 

A two-three-page reflection paper based on a video will be required. 

Also, three book critiques are required (at least two pages each). The book critiques will 
consist of the following: 

• A summary of the book's thesis and major concepts 

• A critical interaction identifying a few areas of agreement and disagreement (or 
limitations of the work) with the author including the rational basis for agreement 
and disagreement with each point (Use footnotes to cite your reference using the 

Turabian format.) 
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Total Possible Points 

250 

 

Grade Weight 

--% 
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