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SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

Format: Eight weeks. 

Course ID: SSCI 2033 

Course Title: Humans in Society 

College: College of Unrestricted Education – Department of Behavioral & Social Sciences 

Prerequisites: None 

Credit Hours: 3 

Instructor: See the online course in MyFIRE for instructor contact information and 
availability. 

Course Description 

This course introduces the student to the multidisciplinary field of social science by 

exploring the social theories, phenomena, institutions, and forces that shape 

society. Emphasis is placed on exploring the existence and perpetuation of social 

problems as a means of introducing the social sciences and applying critical thinking 

skills to these diverse issues. 
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SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Overview 

Social science is the scientific study of humans in society and serves as an umbrella 

term for the plurality of disciples outside of the behavioral and natural sciences. This 

course is designed to introduce students to key concepts and theories in the social 

sciences, including society, culture, socialization, social structures, groups, deviance, 

class, stratification, sex and gender, race and ethnicity, economics, politics and 

government, education, and health care. Humans in Society will also familiarize you 

with some of the major theoretical perspectives of the social sciences, including 

functionalism, conflict perspective, symbolic interactionism, exchange theory, and 

postmodernism. Emphasis is placed on providing each student opportunities to 

develop greater awareness and appreciation for the wide range of social and cultural 

diversity and characteristics shared by people across our society and the world 

through the lens of societal challenges and everyday life.

Course Workload 

Time spent on course assignments will vary by student depending on familiarity with 

course content, reading rate of speed, writing rate of speed, and other individual 

factors. Based on averages for most students, it is estimated that the course 

workload estimate for this course is 49.36 (6.17 hours per week). 

Course Materials 

1. OpenStax College. (2015). Introduction to sociology (2nd ed.). Retrieved from

https://cnx.org/content/col11762/latest/

2. Additional links to current event articles and research will be provided in weekly

lessons.

Required and optional textbooks are accessed and ordered through SEU’s 

bookstore. 

https://cnx.org/content/col11762/latest/
https://www.bkstr.com/southeasternstore/home
https://www.bkstr.com/southeasternstore/home
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Disclaimer: The resources utilized in this course provide information, thoughts and 

insights that should encourage critical thinking on the part of the student. Please note 

as well that as an Assembly of God institution, Southeastern University does not 

necessarily endorse specific personal, religious, philosophical, or political positions 

found in these resources. 
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SECTION 1: COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Topics 

The purpose of this course is to introduce, reinforce, and measure learning 

on the following topics: 

1. Introduction to Social Science (Week 1)
2. Society and the Social Life (Week 1)
3. Culture and Socialization (Week 2)
4. Social Structures and Organizations (Week 3)
5. Deviance and Crime (Week 4)
6. Class and Stratification (Week 4)
7. Race, Ethnicity, and Aging (Week 5)
8. Sex, Gender, and Families (Week 6)
9. Political Science and Economics (Week 7)
10. Health Care and Educational Systems (Week 8)

Intended Learning Outcomes 

As a result of reading, study, and assessments in this course, the student 

should be able to: 

1. Identify the differences between the social sciences and other sciences.

2. Describe and apply basic concepts, generalizations, and theories used in the

social sciences.

3. Discuss and analyze social problems from the perspective of a social

scientist.

4. Understand and interpret the connections between contemporary societal

issues, aspects of everyday life, and the social sciences.

5. Define and illustrate terms essential to the social scientist, such as status,

role, group, culture, socialization, stratification, and the various -isms.

6. Discuss and analyze the societal issues from a Christian perspective.
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Late Work 

Work ahead: For planned events (mission trips, vacations, surgeries) you 

are invited to work ahead in order to submit work by the due date. No 

permission is needed. 

Request an extension: If you know you will not be able to turn work in on 

time, contact your professor at least 24 hours before the assignment is due. 

Let the professor know about your circumstances and when you can turn the 

work in. If the professor decides to grant you an extension and you get the 

work in when you say you will, will not be a penalty. You should only request 

an extension when something unforeseen comes up that you have no control 

over; a professor has no obligation to grant an extension and will be less 

inclined to do so if you are asking for one every week.  

Late work: without prior arrangements, late work* submitted within one 

week of the original due date will be considered for partial credit. Work will 

ONLY be accepted for the first seven days after it is due. NO WORK will be 

accepted past the last day of the course. 

*Discussion Posts: late participation in discussion forums is not accepted for

late credit. The purpose of the discussion forum is to engage with your

classmates on substantive ideas related to the course material, and your

classmates will not revisit forums past the due dates. Similarly, professors

will not revisit forums to grade past discussion due dates.

Professors of Foundational Core courses have been instructed to follow this

policy to ensure fairness across all FC classes. Your professor will work with

you if true emergencies occur, but your busy schedule will not be considered

an emergency. If you have travel, a vacation, a wedding, or any other

plannable event, it is up to you to communicate with your instructor to avoid

grade penalties.

Extra Credit 

None accepted. 
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SECTION 2: SOUTHEASTERN POLICIES 

Academic Policies 

View this link to see Southeastern’s Policies regarding SEU’s Mission and 

Vision Statements, Title IX Statement, Student Services, Class 

Participation, Official Email, MyFIRE Use, Technical Difficulties, Technical 

Support, Disability Statement, Academic Honesty, Course Evaluation, 

Official Withdrawal, Grading Scale, and Netiquette.

http://catalog.seu.edu/content.php?catoid=34&navoid=2739
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
The Course Schedule provides a listing of your work in this course. The 

assessments are listed by Module and include the due dates and point 

values. 

 
Note: Assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. EST on the due date, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 
AIM, LEARN, AND APPLY DESCRIPTIONS 

 
Aim 

 
When you see the Aim icon, you will be introduced to topics and ideas that will be 

covered throughout this module. The AIM will also provide you with a glimpse into 

your learning objectives and an introduction to this module. 

 
Learn 

 
When you see the Learn icon, all of your reading assignments will be listed and 

may include additional resources that your instructor is providing to help you 

complete the activities and assessments for the module. 

 
Apply 

  When you see the Apply Icon, it will be time to demonstrate your learning for the 
module. The items here are those in which you'll be graded and may include 
discussions, activities, assignments, quizzes, exams, and projects. 
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 1: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 Identify current social issues and analyze their impact on American society.

 Explain what C. Wright Mills meant by the sociological imagination.

 Define race, ethnicity, class, sex, and gender, and explain the importance of

these terms to developing a sociological imagination.

 Distinguish between micro-level and macro-level analyses, and state which

level of analysis is utilized by each of the major theoretical perspectives.

 Apply the sociological imagination to current social issues and one’s life.

 State the major assumptions of functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic

interactionism, and postmodernism, and identify the major contributors to each

perspective.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 1 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 1 Quiz
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o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 1 Essay

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 2: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 Define culture.

 Distinguish between high culture and popular culture, and between fads and

fashion.

 Define socialization, and explain why this process is essential for the individual

and society.

 State the major agents of socialization, and describe their effects on children's

development.

 Describe the importance of culture in determining how people think and act on

a daily basis.

 Describe the functionalist, conflict, symbolic interactionist, and postmodernist

perspectives on culture.

 Explain the correlation between the quality of an individual's socialization

process and their effectiveness in life.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 2 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday
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o Points: 50

 Week 2 Quiz

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 2 Essay

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Submit Research Presentation Topic

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 25
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 3: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 State the definition of social structure, and explain why it is important for

individuals and society.

 Describe the informal structure in bureaucracies, and list its positive and

negative aspects.

 Identify and describe the five major types of societies.

 Describe the social construction of reality according to the theories of symbolic

interactionism.

 Contrast functionalist and conflict perspectives on the purposes of groups.

 Evaluate functionalist and conflict perspectives on the nature and purpose of

social institutions.

 Discuss the major shortcomings of bureaucracies and their effects on workers,

clients or customers, and levels of productivity.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 3 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 3 Quiz
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o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 3 Essay

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 4: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 Explain the nature of deviance, and describe its most common forms.

 Define income and wealth, and describe their relation to social class.

 Discuss conflict perspectives on deviance.

 Describe the ways that income is distributed in the U.S.

 Describe the contributions of the symbolic interactionist perspective to

understanding social inequality.

 Distinguish between functionalist and conflict explanations of social inequality.

 Discuss the distribution of income and wealth in the U.S., and describe how this

distribution affects life chances.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 4 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 4 Quiz

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 4 Essay

o Due: Tuesday
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o Points: 50

 Submit Research Presentation Status Update

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 25
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 5: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 Define and describe global stratification.

 Define and describe the "three worlds" approach used to classify nations of the

world.

 Define race and ethnic group, and explain their social significance.

 Compare and contrast the experiences of racial and ethnic subordinate groups

in the United States.

 Explain the social significance of age.

 Classify and describe nations of the world by the three economic categories.

 Distinguish between functionalist, symbolic interactionist, and conflict

perspectives on aging.

 Describe how age, gender, and poverty are intertwined.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 5 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 5 Quiz

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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 Week 5 Essay

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 6: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 Differentiate between sex and gender in social terms.

 Define the social institution of the family.

 Describe the relationship between gender roles, gender identity, and body

consciousness.

 Describe functionalist and neoclassical economic perspectives on gender

stratification and contrast them with conflict perspectives.

 Discuss the gendered division of paid work, and explain its relationship to the

issue of pay equity or comparable worth.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 6 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 6 Quiz

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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 Week 6 Essay

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 7: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 Explain the relationship between politics, government, and the state, and note

how political sociology differs from political science.

 Compare and contrast capitalism, socialism, and mixed economies.

 Distinguish between the functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionist

perspectives on the economy and work.

 Trace the historical development of labor unions.

 Examine the significance of current world events on the immediate and long-

term future.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

 Week 7 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

 Week 7 Quiz

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 50
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 Research Presentation

o Due: Tuesday

o Points: 150
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SECTION 3: COURSE SCHEDULE 

MODULE 8: 

XX/XX/XX - XX/XX/XX   

 List and discuss some of the major problems in U.S. elementary and secondary

education.

 Describe the functionalist perspective on education.

 Describe the functionalist perspective on religion, including its major functions

in societies.

 Describe conflict perspectives on education, and note how they differ from a

functionalist perspective.

 Define health, health care, and medicine, and explain the importance of these

issues for individuals and the whole of society.

 Illustrate functionalist, conflict, symbolic interactionist, and postmodernist

perspectives on health and medicine.

 Read textbook readings (provided in course).

 View various resources (provided in course).

• Week 8 Discussion

o Due: Thursday, Tuesday

o Points: 50

• Week 8 Quiz
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o Due: Tuesday 

o Points: 50 

• Week 8 Essay 

o Due: Tuesday 

o Points: 50 
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SECTION 4: ASSESSMENTS 
 

Discussion Forums 
 

Description 

(1) Initial Post. You will submit one primary post, which will respond to the discussion 
question(s) for the week. This post must (a) be a minimum of 200‒300 words in length, 
(b) exhibit college-level writing, and (c) include a reference to an external resource, i.e., 
textbook, course lecture, scholarly article, or appropriate website. All references should 
follow proper citation rules in either APA or Turabian format. The initial post must be 
submitted by Thursday evening as to provide ample opportunity for feedback from 
classmates. 

(2) Peer Responses. You will respond to a minimum of two peers with the expectation 
to interact with and elaborate on peer comments and responses. Comments should not 
simply agree or disagree with the peer; however, the responses should add to the 
discussion as to enhance the class interaction. All responses are to (a) be a minimum of 
100‒200 words in length and (b) exhibit college-level writing. The peer responses must 
be submitted by Tuesday evening. 

Therefore, by the end of the week, you will have submitted three posts (one initial, two 
peer responses), which should total to a minimum of 400 words in length. Evaluation of 
the weekly discussion forums will be based on the following criteria. 

 

Total Possible Points 

400 
 

Grade Weight 

34.78% 
 
 
 
 

Topical Essays 
 

Description 

You will compose a formal essay on the assigned topic. This write-to-learn activity will 
expect you to engage in an analysis of the topic as to promote assimilation and 
application of the major topics for this week. The essay must:  



26  

1) Be a minimum of 400‒500 words in length.  

2) Exhibit college-level writing. 

3) Include at least two references to external resources, i.e., textbook, course 
lectures, scholarly articles, or appropriate websites. (All references should follow proper 
citation rules in either APA or Turabian format.)  

The essay should be submitted as a Word document, using 12-point Times New Roman 
font. Evaluation of the topical essays will be based on the rubric in the course 
information folder. 

 

Total Possible Points 

350 
 

Grade Weight 

30.44%
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SECTION 4: ASSESSMENTS 
 
 
 

Weekly Quizzes 
 

Description 

Weekly reading quizzes assess comprehension of common terms and concepts in the 
social sciences. 

 

Total Possible Points 

400 
 

Grade Weight 

17.39% 
 
 
 

Research Presentation 
 

Description 

Overview. Each member of the class will select a topic based on a predefined list within 
the Research Presentation Topics survey. Individuals will independently research the 
topic and prepare a summary PowerPoint (or comparable) presentation.  

Sections. The presentation will include the following sections:  

1) A historical background surrounding the topic  

2) An analysis of relevant and applicable statistics  

3) A description and analysis of the functionalist and conflict perspectives within the 
context of the topic 

4) A description and analysis of other sociological perspectives within the context of 
the topic, where appropriate  

5) An articulation of the individual's arguments  

6) A discussion of the future implications of the topic for American society 

7) A position on the subject that considers a Christian perspective (i.e., What does the 
Bible or the Christian tradition say about this subject?) 
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Research. This project requires a thorough analysis of the topic through the collection of 
research and data from at least three to four resources, including scholarly journal 
articles, periodicals, videos, and appropriate websites. NOTE: The textbook is not a 
satisfactory reference.  

Visual Presentation. Next, the student will prepare and submit a presentation to reflect 
their research on the topic. Contents must be carefully cited using APA or Turabian. The 
final presentation will be submitted to MyFIRE by the deadline with the evaluation based 
on the rubric in the course information folder. NOTE: The length of the PowerPoint is not 
prescribed for this course. It is expected that you will include all of the required 
sections, regardless of the number of slides.  

Deadlines. This project has several deadlines as to ensure the timely and successful 
completion of the project. 

● Topic Selection. By the end of Week 2, the student will indicate his or her selection 
of the presentation topic via MyFIRE. This is a graded assessment (25 points), and if not 
completed, the instructor will make the topic assignment.  

● Status Update on the Project. By the end of Week 4, the student will send a notice 
to the instructor via MyFIRE, indicating the status of his or her project. Specific items to 
communicate will include the following: (a) references collected, (b) major observations, 
and (c) anticipated timeline for completion. Similar to the topic selection, this deadline 
will result in a graded assessment (25 points).  

● Presentation Submission. By the end of Week 7, the student will submit the final 
presentation as an attachment in the MyFIRE course. (See the Week 7 folder for 
instruction.) NOTE: The evaluation rubric will award the student based on a scale of zero 
to 150 points. 

 

Total Possible Points 

200 
 

Grade Weight 

17.39% 
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