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Course Number: History 276 

Semester:            Summer 

Professor:           Dr. Barry 

Email:                 hbarry@sjcny.edu 

Course Description: 

This course is an analysis of the history of New York from its Dutch beginnings to the present 
day.  In addition to the study of particular events, issues, and individuals of importance to the 

state’s history, the emergence of New York City as a commercial, cosmopolitan center will be 

examined within the context of the region’s overall development.  

Required Books:  

1. Ric Burns and James Sanders. New York, An Illustrated History. Alfred Knopf 
1999.   ISBN-13: 978-0375710322or ISBN-10: 0375710329 

2. Horatio Alger, Ragged Dick: Or, Street Life in New York. Peng 

Rand.  ISBN:  9780451529831 

NOTE: Attention Brooklyn based students: These books are in the Patchogue/Long Island 

Campus Bookstore. Please contact them to order your books: (631) 447-2018. 

Core Outcomes: 

Self and Society: Students will be able to demonstrate familiarity with some basic concepts and 

methodological principles in at least two of the social and behavioral sciences, and will likewise 

be able to show that they are conversant with certain essential aspects of the historical method 

and perspective. 

Core Assignment:  

The two papers will serve as the assignment that will measure the  achievement of the core 
outcomes in the course. 

St. Joseph’s Mission and Goals: 

1. to offer curricula that foster the knowledge and intellectual skills associated with the 

liberally educated person; 
2. to encourage students to develop personal value systems and responsible self-direction; 
3. to foster committed participation in the local and global communities 
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4. to help students develop as whole persons by providing individual attention, interactive 

learning, and opportunities for active participation in academic and extracurricular 
programs; 

5. to prepare students for their careers by offering the necessary professional and pre-

professional education; 

6. to provide for the needs of a diversified student population with varied educational and 
professional experiences; 

7. to foster an environment of openness to the exploration and understanding of 

diverse ideas, traditions and cultures; 
8. to support educational programs and services that will contribute to the vitality of the 

communities served by the Brooklyn and Suffolk campuses. 

Course Objectives:   

1. To provide a basic knowledge of women and gender issues in American History. 

2. To enhance awareness, understanding, and appreciation of women and gender studies in 

America. 

3. Students will investigate various historical perspectives of controversial topics and learn 
the basic skills of historical analysis, analyzing primary and secondary sources to answer 

historical questions and using historical debate to better understand the contemporary 

world. 

4. Students must be able to demonstrate their understanding of the topics covered in 
discussion board (online) and in formal writing assignments. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Student will explain the significance of key ideas and issues, periods and people, events, 

and movements in New York History. 

2. Students will critically analyze, synthesize, and evaluate historical information from 
multiple sources. 

3. Students will complete a coherently written work that uses both primary and secondary 

sources. 

Course Requirements: 

1. Discussion participation at least twice a week for each assignment by answering the 
questions listed for the week with a 4-5 paragraph response. Then, the student must 

respond with at least 2 paragraphs to 3 answers given by other students to the questions 

for each discussion. 

      *You need to answer the weekly questions by Monday (midnight) of each week. 

     *Second response must be posted by Wednesday (midnight) of each week. 

2. Two papers (minimum 5-6 pages in length, doubled spaced, 12-font, Times New 
Roman). 
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Grading: 

     Discussion participation         60% 

     Two papers                             35% 

      Quizzes                                    5% 

1. Discussion: Each week the student will receive a grade of 1 to 10 depending on the level 
of content of the responses he or she gives. (1 being the lowest and 10 being the highest.) 

Every time a student posts a response late there will be 2-point deduction for every day 

the answer and/or response is late. 

2. Papers: Papers are also due on time and will receive a letter grade for content, clarity, and 
mechanics (grammar, spelling, punctuation, word usage, documentation, and format.) 

Each day the paper is late there will be a 10-point deduction. 

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is taking someone else’s ideas and claiming them to be your own. (See Mary 

Rampolla book Chapter 6.) Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you are found plagiarizing on 
weekly posts or papers, your grade will result in a zero for the entire 30-35% of your grade. Any 

case of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of the History Department and the Dean’s 

Office.       

Disabilities: 

St. Joseph's College, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, provides assistance 
and resources for students with disabilities. If you have a documented disability: physical, 

psychological, medical or learning, which may impact your academic learning, contact 

the Office for Academic Tutoring, Development, and Accessibility Services by emailing 

Katie Blumenthal (kblumenthal@sjcny.edu) or stopping into N304, O'Connor Hall. This office 
will assist you in getting all necessary accommodations at the college and in the classroom. All 

information will be kept confidential and private. Students should also work with their instructor 

to make arrangements if they require accommodations for test taking, carrying out assignments, 

or other academic needs.   The Brooklyn campus office is located in McEntegart Hall room 
300A.  Please contact the office at (718) 940-5859 or email kpercival@sjcny.edu.  
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