
HIST 210: Founders of the Modern World 

Spring 2022 

Online 

Instructor: Nina Ulman  

Email: NUlman@stfrancis.edu  

Office Hours: By appointment  

USF Mission Statement  

As a Catholic university rooted in the liberal arts, we are a welcoming community of learners challenged by 

Franciscan values and charism, engaged in a continuous pursuit of knowledge, faith, wisdom, and justice, and 

ever mindful of a tradition that emphasizes reverence for creation, compassion, and peacemaking. We strive for 

academic excellence in all programs, preparing women and men to contribute to the world through service and 

leadership.  

Required Texts  

Perry, M., Western Civilization: A Brief History. Volume II. (11th Ed.) Houghton Mifflin. 2015.   

In addition to the required text, there are a variety of supplemental and/or additional readings that will be 

assigned throughout the semester. These readings will be available through CANVAS.   

Course Description  

Explores the history of civilization through a focus on the lives and ideas of key figures that represent 

watershed moments in human history. We will study figures such as Cicero, St. Augustine, Charlemagne, St. 

Francis, Luther, Locke, Darwin, Marx, Gandhi, and others who profoundly shaped our modern world.  Course 

readings will be heavily weighted toward primary sources.     

Course Objectives  

At the conclusion of the course, you should be able to:  

 -Understand the development of civilization in Europe through the people who and events that shaped  its 

direction  

 -Identify significant ideas and contributions of people and events covered in the course  

 -Analyze primary and secondary source readings  

 -Construct historical arguments as well as demonstrate historical analysis, critical thinking, and writing  skills 

through a variety of assignments, essays, and tests  

 -Illustrate the complexity of historical knowledge and identify various historiographical points of view  

Course Requirements 

Students will be expected to:  

 -Have constant internet access to be able to access the course’s modules, assignments, supplemental 

 readings, and exams 

 -Follow the syllabus and the course schedule closely to be able to submit the assignments, discussions 

 responses, and exams on time and date they are due 

 -Analytically complete any assigned readings to fully answer the assignment prompts 

 -Contact the professor if and when they have a questions or concerns about the course 

Course Schedule/Outline         

Introduction      March 14-March 19, 2022  



Culture and Society in the European State March 20-April 9, 2022 

Age of European Nationalism  April 3-April 16, 2022 

Europe at War    April 17-April 30, 2022  

Final Exam     May 1-May 6, 2022 (by 11:59 AM) 

Grading Scale  

90-100%      A     

80-89%     B     

70-79%    C    

60-69%    D    

59% and below  F    

 

Methods of Evaluation 

Each prompt for the assignments will be made available on CANVAS for the date that the assignment is due. In 

your submissions, your responses need to be written with as correct grammar as possible. Shorthand media 

writing won’t be accepted and you will be asked to resubmit your response. Your response should be of your 

own original writing. You should ALWAYS include in-Text citations from the readings (using specific page 

numbers). In-text citations include the use of parentheses immediately after you use a certain source, not a 

bibliographic citation at the end of your response. You should use in-text citations for anytime that you 

reference a source, whether that be paraphrasing or quoting. With this said you should have multiple in-text 

citations for every part of an assignment prompt.  

Moving on, make sure to follow the specific directions for what sources are acceptable, which is included in 

the assignment prompt. If the assignment prompt specifies that you should use and cite your book to complete 

the assignment, ONLY cite the book. Likewise, if the assignment specifies that you need to complete outside 

research, you can use the internet (not Wikipedia, or and wiki-like websites) to aid in your answer, but you 

need to cite those sources along the above stated directions for in-text citations. Any internet source should 

only have a .gov, .edu, or .org ending; no .com endings at all. I will take off points if you do not cite in your 

assignments. Lastly, there are sentence requirements included in each of the assignment prompts. These 

sentences requirements are of your own writing and does not include quotations. You are required to use 

quotations but this is on top of the sentence requirement count. 

The types of assignments are detailed below:  

 

Short Answer Response (10 points each): In these responses, you will respond to the prompt detailed on 

CANVAS. This is a submission that only I will see. It is not one that the rest of the class will be able to view. 

Try to answer this prompt as fully as possible. Often, there are multiple parts to answer per prompt. A seven-

sentence minimum is a good starting point when responding the prompt.  

Worksheets (30 points each): While they might not be a work “sheet” per se, think of these assignments in 

this way. For each of these assignments, there will be a variety of questions that you need to answer as fully 

as possible. The questions will be posted for you to answer on CANVAS. Your grade will reflect the answers 

that you provide.  

Discussion Questions (30 pts each): Discussion Prompts consist of two parts. First, post your answer to the 

discussion to demonstrate your understanding and mastery of the subject. Think of this part as you sharing your 

thoughts with the instructor and your classmates. Because the prompts host multiple parts, answer it as 

completely as possible. The other part of Discussion Prompts is participation in the threaded class discussion. 

Your responses are more informal and shorter than your initial post and involve an exchange of ideas and 

comments among students in our class. You must respond to THREE of your classmates each time a 



Discussion Prompt is assigned in the semester. I will evaluate you on the quality of your posts, rather than the 

quantity. Comments such as “great post”, “I agree”, “that was a good answer”, or other answers like the ones 

just listed are poor examples of responses and should be avoided. You should use about 4 sentences for each of 

your three responses to your classmates' posts. 

Final Exam (100 points) will be due by May 6, 2022 by 11:59 AM on CANVAS.  

Attendance Policy 

Active participation is required and assignments should be submitted on time. All the assignments will be due 

on Saturdays during our 8-week course. The due by date is listed in the syllabus, in CANVAS, and on the 

assignment prompt. I will accept a late assignment, no matter how late, for half credit. However, any late 

assignments should be submitted no later than April 30, 2022 at 11:59 pm. If an extraordinary problem arises 

please contact me. My policies might be strict but if you explain your situation I make it my goal to be 

understanding, within reason. It is important to note that an extension does not mean that all grade deductions 

will be eliminated. This will be handled on a case-by-case basis. The Final Exam should be taken as scheduled. 

Only very rare emergencies will justify an individual rescheduling of an exam.  

Behavior Policy 

Our first goal as a class is to create an environment that is safe, secure, and allows you to feel comfortable as 

individuals and as a group. We will begin achieving this by being courteous to each other. Part of becoming a 

productive online classroom must consist of allowing you, as students and me, as your teacher, to feel free to 

express thoughts without fear of censorship and/or inappropriate criticism. Most of you are working long hours 

(as I am) to put yourselves through college and here to reach your educational goals. Therefore, please treat 

everyone with respect and this includes me, your teacher. 

Meaningful and constructive dialogue is encouraged in this class and requires a degree of mutual respect, 

willingness to listen, and tolerance of opposing points of view. Respect for individual differences and 

alternative viewpoints will be maintained at all times in this class. One’s words and use of language should be 

temperate and within acceptable bounds of civility and decency. Since every student is entitled to full 

participation in class without interruption, all students are expected to participate fully in the class assignments. 

Each student is responsible for reading and adhering to the Student Code of Conduct as stated in the university 

catalog. This dialogue and these behaviors also apply to your composition of emails to me, as your instructor. 

Remember, compose your emails in an appropriate tone, one that is professional and with respect, as I will do 

for you. As your instructor, I will not answer any emails or discourse that is disrespectful or unprofessional, as 

these are disruptive. In addition, I have the right to send any unwarranted emails in the manner listed above 

University of St. Francis for further action. 

Ever student signed up for this course has other obligations (work, children, etc). Yet, you have made the 

commitment to take this class and I expect you to uphold that commitment. I will not make exceptions simply 

because you are busy, etc. This is one of the very few situations in your life where everyone, teachers, adults, 

off-campus students, etc. in which you will be treated equally. Therefore, the readings, assignments, 

discussions, and tests must be completed by the date that is outlined in the syllabus. 

Course Evaluations/Surveys 

Information gleaned from course evaluations is an important part of maintaining quality and continuous 

improvement in courses. The University’s expects students to thoughtfully participate in this anonymous 

evaluation process 

Institutional Policies  

The student should use the USF portal as the first resource for guidance and support on items such as student 



complaints, safety, security and transportation questions, contact information for various USF departments, 

student support services such as counseling and academic resources. Information on these resources can be 

found in the “For Students” section of the USF portal.  

A complete listing of university policies and procedures can be found in the University of St. Francis Course 

Catalog and Student Handbook. For the most current version of the catalog, please visit 

http://stfrancis.edu/academics/university-catalog  

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified individual or 

individuals. Collaboration is only acceptable when it is explicitly acknowledged. Ethical conduct is the 

obligation of every member of the University community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious 

offenses. Since a lack of integrity hinders the student’s academic development, it cannot be tolerated under any 

circumstances. Violations include but are not limited to: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, 

plagiarism, and denying others access to information or material. See the USF Catalog for further clarification 

and information on grievance procedures.  

Services and Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

The University strives to be in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the ADA 

Amendments Act (ADAAA). A student who requires special accommodations or arrangements due to a 

disability should contact the Office of Disability Services. This contact preferably should occur no later than the 

first week of classes. Early contact before the semester starts is encouraged to allow sufficient time to provide 

accommodations. Extra time is needed for some types of accommodations such as sign language interpreters or 

special text formatting. Should a need arrive after the start of a semester; the student is encouraged to contact 

the Office of Disability Services as soon as possible. Note that accommodations are not retroactive. Each case 

will be reviewed on an individual basis to determine reasonable and appropriate accommodations.  

USF is committed to ensuring the full participation of all students in its programs, regardless of the course format. If 

you have a documented disability and need a reasonable accommodation to participate in a course, complete course 

requirements, or benefit from the University’s programs or services, please contact the Office of Disability Services 

at 815-740-3631 or ODS@stfrancis.edu . The Office of Disability Services is in the Academic Resource Center 

(ARC) and is located on the second floor of the LaVerne and Dorothy Brown Library in room L214. Consultations 

are welcome, please contact the Office of Disability Services for an appointment.  

Academic Support Services 

The Academic Resource Center (ARC) located in Room L214 in the Library (815-740-5060) offers various 

types of academic services. Online and distance learning students can contact ARC for appropriate resources. 

ARC serves students who need tutoring in many areas of study including writing and math. Library services 

include a number of online services and full text databases. Call the Library at 815-740-5041 for additional 

information. If you need academic-related resources or assistance, please contact the Academic Resource 

Center.  

Notice of Copyright  

This course may contain copyrighted materials that are intended to support the learning experiences of students 

currently enrolled in the course. No student may retain or further disseminate any copyrighted materials, in their 

entirety or any portion thereof, under penalty of law.  



Technology Support  

 1. The Department of Academic Technology (DAT) administers the learning management system  

 Canvas. If you are experiencing any difficulty using Canvas or need technical assistance, you have  

 several options to receive support, including:  

  a. 24x7 Live Canvas Support. If you experience technical difficulties or have a question about  

  Canvas, you can receive support 24 hours a day 7 days a week through the Canvas help menu.  

  From the help menu, select Chat with Canvas Support for a “live” text-based click-to-chat  

  session,            

  b. select Report a Problem to send an email support request, or speak to someone directly  by  

  using the toll-free number listed under the Canvas Support Hotline.      

   NOTE: Responses to Canvas’ email-based Report a Problem request system will   

   go to your USF stfrancis.edu email account, NOT your personal email.  

 2. Online Self-Service Help Resources. A student user guide and other resources for solving issues  

 related to Canvas can be found at http://learnitnow.stfrancis.edu  

 3. Telephone Support from DAT. You can also phone the Department of Academic Technology for  

 personal help at (815) 740-5080 or (866) 337-1497 (toll-free) between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Central   

 Standard Time, Monday through Friday.  

For any technical support issues that are not related to Canvas, please contact the USF Technology Support 

Center (TSC). You can reach them via:       

 Phone: 1-815-768-TECH (8324)          

 Email: techsupport@stfrancis.edu  

 Web: http://techsupport.stfrancis.edu  

 Or visit them on the first floor of Marian Hall 

Final Note 

The instructor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus and class schedule as circumstances may warrant 

throughout the semester.  

Students are responsible for the information and assignment due dates covered in the syllabus. Students are 

expected to follow all policies in the USF Catalog and Student Handbook, both of which can be found in the 

student portal.  Policies not covered in this document will be handled in accordance with the USF Catalog 

and/or Student Handbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://techsupport.stfrancis.edu/


Spring 2022 Schedule 
 

   

Due by Date  Assignment Name    Assignment Type Pts 

03/19/2022  Syllabus Quiz     Quiz   20 

03/19/2022  Introduce Yourself    Short Answer  10 

03/26/2022  St. Augustine and St. Francis   Short Answer  10 

03/26/2022  Cicero and the Renaissance   Short Answer  10 

03/26/2022  Luther and the Reformation   Short Answer  10 

04/02/2022  John Locke and the Enlightenment  Discussion Prompt 30 

04/02/2022  French Revolution    Worksheet  30 

04/09/2022  Karl Marx and the Industrialization  Discussion Prompt 30 

04/09/2022  Charles Darwin and Social Darwinism Short Answer  10 

04/16/2022  European Imperialism    Discussion Prompt 30 

04/16/2022  European Nationalism    Discussion Prompt 30 

04/23/2022  Nationalism and World War One  Worksheet  30 

04/23/2022  Woodrow Wilson and World War One Short Answer  10 

04/23/2022  Marx and the Bolshevik Revolution  Worksheet  30 

04/30/2022  Cold War     Discussion Prompt 30 

04/30/2022  Post-Cold War World    Discussion Prompt 30 

05/06/2022  Final Exam by 11:59 AM   Final Exam  100 

Total: 450 points 

 

*The instructor reserves the right to change assignments, readings, and exams if deemed necessary.  

 


