
 

LL101: College Composition I 

Language and Literature Department 

 
Course Information: 

Course Number: LL101   Dr. Rachel Griffis 

 Credit Hours: 3    Semester/Year: Spring 1 2022 

Meeting Place: Online   Time: Asynchronous (Online) 

 

Instructor Information: 

Name: Dr. Rachel Griffis 

Office Location: Online 

Phone Number: 620-278-4326 

Email Address: Rachel.Griffis@sterling.edu 

 

Textbook Information:  

Alfred Rosa/Paul Escholz, Models for Writers: 12th Edition (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2015) ISBN: 

1457667843 

*Other reading assignments will be available through Canvas 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This first-year writing course develops basic skills in clear and appropriate expression in varied 

academic writing situations according to the conventions of standard written English. Students 

will learn different invention techniques, strategies for developing expository essays, the 

structure of an argument, including thesis and support, and be introduced to basic library and 

online research techniques. Meets the general education requirement with a grade of C- or 

higher.  

 

COURSE THEME 

The theme of this particular section of LL101 is focused on the concept of pilgrimage. This 

concept is useful for imagining a good journey through college and academic writing. The course 

readings and assignments will reflect this theme, and you will be expected to engage the concept 

of the pilgrimage as you learn the skills and knowledge offered in this course.  

 

 “To write is to embark on a journey whose final destination we do not know.” 

       —Henri Nouwen 

STERLING COLLEGE MISSION 

The mission of Sterling College is to develop creative and thoughtful leaders who understand a 

maturing Christian faith. LL101 has been planned and will be conducted in light of the college’s 

mission.  

Office Hours 
 

Email to arrange a phone call 



 

PERFORMANCE OUTCOMES 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to meet the objectives below. 

The assessments and activities that correspond to each objective are also listed.  
 

1. Apply proper conventions of standard written English (GE#6) 
Narrative, Analysis, Definition, and Position Essays 

2. Defend a position with clarity and logic in writing (GE#5) 
Analysis, Definition, and Position Essays 

3. Adapt communication to the nature of the message and the audience. 
Position Essay and Discussion Forum 

4. Use source information ethically, logically, and effectively. 
Essays and Discussion Forum 

5. Demonstrate critical thinking in various contexts. (GE#12) 
Reading Assignments, Discussion Forum, and Essays 

6. Locate relevant information in the library, in academic databases, and on the Internet. 
Essays, Readings, and Discussion Forum 

7. Demonstrate the ability to read texts skillfully and analytically. (GE#9) 
Reading Assignments, Discussion Forum, and Essays 

 

GRADING POLICY/ASSESSMENT METHODS 

Assignment        points 

 

Participation        10% 

Discussion Forum       20% 

Narrative Essay        10% 

Rhetorical Analysis Essay       15% 

Definition Essay        20% 

Position Paper Essay        25% 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

 

At the end of the semester, a letter grade based on the total number of points will be recorded, 

using a conventional conversion formula.  

 

Grade Points 

A 95+ 

A- 90-94 

B+ 87-89 

B 84-86 

B- 80-83 

C+ 77-79 

C 74-76 



C- 70-73 

D+ 67-69 

D 64-66 

D- 60-63 

F <59 

 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR POLICIES 

The online learning environment includes technology, information, and people. Students should 

demonstrate professionalism and integrity in regard to all components of the learning 

environment. Given that students and instructors may be from anywhere in the world, learners 

should consider differences in time zones if telephone conversation is ever required. 

Treating Other Students with Respect 

Students should avoid inflammatory or offensive comments—which undermine the objective of 

a positive learning experience—in communicating with their peers. Most students want to get the 

most from their online course, which means that they expect their peers’ cooperation on 

collaborative assignments and thoughtful participation in discussion forums.  

Treating Instructors with Respect 

Students can show respect to instructors by reading all announcements in a timely manner, 

communicating in a timely fashion about problems (technological or other) that will cause work 

to be turned in late, and following directions. 

Respect for All Parties Who Collaborate with the Institution to Create Learning 

Experiences 

Service, observation, and clinical practice are important components of Sterling College Online 

programs. The organizations and employers who cooperate with Sterling College to help 

students succeed do so out of kindness and social responsibility; they are not required to 

participate in Sterling College Online learning experiences. Sterling College values the 

cooperation of all parties who help students learn and grow by providing observatory and hands-

on experience. Students should likewise respect the contributions of such parties. 

Respecting Laws Regarding Technology and Information 

Students may not use or reproduce any technology or course component for financial purposes or 

for the purpose of defaming the institution or individuals. Online learners should use technology 

for the sole purpose of learning and sharing course-related information with others in the 

learning community. 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES 

Weekly participation is recorded in the "Attendance" section of the course.  

Weekly student participation is fulfilled by one or more of the following criteria: 

o discussion board participation 

o strong participation in the form of assignment submissions other than basic 

logins/views such as assignment submissions 



Please note: any student not participating regularly may be administratively withdrawn from the 

course.  

 

LATE WORK:  

No late work will be accepted unless you have a legitimate excuse, such as a medical or family 

emergency. 

 

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS:   

 

MAJOR ESSAYS 

Four major essays are due in this course and make up the majority of your grade. The essays are 

listed above, along with their due dates and how much each counts toward your final grade. Each 

essay has its own set of instructions, which you can find on Canvas. Keep in mind that you may 

need to provide feedback on Canvas to other students in order to also earn participation points.  

 

TURNING IN WORK 

For each major essay, you are required to submit your essays on Canvas, which is integrated with 

Turnitin, a program that aids instructors with identifying plagiarism. All assignments are due by 

11:59pm on the due date. 

 

DISCUSSION FORUM & PARTICIPATION 

The Discussion Forum is a major feature of this course, not just to help prepare you for the major 

essay assignments but also to foster a positive writing community. Please be active in your 

participation, offering feedback on other students’ posts. This will ensure that you receive a good 

grade in the Participation category. 

 

You will be asked to give feedback to one of your peers at least four times this semester, on 

either the first paragraphs or the rough drafts of each essay assignment. Follow the instructions in 

the syllabus. 

  

Please keep the following in mind as a rubric for giving feedback: 

 

• Keep your comments constructive and positive. Personal attacks will not be tolerated. 

Please remember that we are talking about ideas and not the people who write them. 

• On the days you are required to give feedback, your comments should be at least 100 

words. You may use the following questions to help shape the feedback you give to your 

peer. 

o Does the thesis need to be strengthened?  

o Does the author have a good sense of the audience? 

o Is the essay organized? Can you follow the path of the argument? 

o Are there transition words and phrases that guide the reader along? What about 

topic sentences? 

o What interests you the most about this paper? Which direction should the author 

take it? 

o Does the author have a good understanding of sources and evidence? Does there 

need to be more evidence to back up his or her claims? 

 

COMMUNICATION:   

Please communicate regularly with your course instructor via Canvas and email.  



 

CONTINUING COVID-19 CLASSROOM STATEMENT 

During these unprecedented times Sterling College is taking every step possible to keep 

everyone safe and learning in the classroom. It is expected that all students will comply with 

campus policies and instructions from their professors so we can safely have face-to-face 

instruction. Failure to do so will result in you being asked to leave the classroom for everyone’s 

safety.  

In the event of a quarantine, virtual attendance is required unless other arrangements have been 

made with your professor. At such time, a detailed plan regarding logging in, assignment 

completion, etc., shall be determined on a case-by-case basis. Please be aware that in the event of 

a student illness or quarantine, you must be in contact with your professor, as symptoms allow. 

Like other absences, it is your responsibility to communicate with your professor and make up 

missed coursework. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Sterling College faculty and students form an academic community committed to the Biblical 

principles of justice and honesty and to the core values of faith, calling, learning, integrity, 

service and community.  With this in mind, the policy in the current Academic Catalog will be 

followed for this class.   

 

FINAL EXAM POLICY  

The final exam is the last meeting for all classes. Instructors are not permitted to change times 

for class or individual examinations. Any student who has four exams in one day may request 

permission from the Academic Dean to reschedule one test. Students should make travel 

arrangements for the end of term that will permit taking of all examinations as scheduled. For 

more information visit: https://www.sterling.edu/academics/course-finals-schedule. 

 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT OFFICE 

The Academic Support Office strives to challenge students who come from all types of academic 

journeys through academic mentoring with directors and SC peers. Mentoring topics include 

time management, study skills, testing anxiety, and more. Students struggling with certain 

subjects may find aid through the on-campus tutoring program (scheduled by appointment only) 

and 24/7 professional help via the online Tutor.com platform accessible through Canvas. The 

office facilitates CLEP, Accuplacer, and other SC exam proctoring. Students may contact the 

Academic Support Office at academicsupport@sterling.edu, or call 620-278-4463, to schedule 

an appointment.  

 

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION 

Sterling College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability 

or age.  The policy in the current Academic Catalog will be followed for this class.   

 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS  

Any student with a disability who may need classroom accommodations in this course should 

contact the Academic Support Office, located in Mabee Library. Students may email 

academicsupport@sterling.edu, call 620-278-4463, or stop by the office. The office serves 

students with a wide range of documented physical and learning disabilities.  

 

TITLE IX STATEMENT  

https://www.sterling.edu/academics/course-finals-schedule
mailto:academicsupport@sterling.edu
mailto:academicsupport@sterling.edu


Sterling College is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment that 

promotes personal integrity, civility, and mutual respect in an environment free of sexual 

misconduct and discrimination. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on 

sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same 

kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national 

origin, etc. Harassment is no acceptable. If you or someone you know has been harassed or 

assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources here:  

• Sterling College, Title IX Coordinator Angie Plett, Kelsey Hall #4246, or call 620-204-

0025 or email titleIX@sterling.edu    https://www.sterling.edu/title-ix   

• Sterling College, Counseling Services, Lydia Butner, (620) 278-4297  

• Sterling College, Chaplain, Paul Brandes, (620) 278-4341  

• City of Sterling, Police Department (620) 278-2100  

• 24-hour Crisis Hotline (800) 701-3630  

• Sexual Assault Victim Advocate, Heather Oden (620) 278-4232  

• Rice County Hospital (620) 257-5173  

• Title IX Education 

Brochure  https://www.sterling.edu/sites/default/files/Updated%20Brochure_July%2017

%2C%202020.pdf  

 

Sterling College reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus as necessary to achieve 

course objectives. Students will be given ample notice of any such changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:titleIX@sterling.edu
https://www.sterling.edu/title-ix
https://www.sterling.edu/sites/default/files/Updated%20Brochure_July%2017%2C%202020.pdf
https://www.sterling.edu/sites/default/files/Updated%20Brochure_July%2017%2C%202020.pdf


COURSE OUTLINE/DAILY SCHEDULE 

Reading/Assignment Schedule for LL101: Composition I 

Assignments are due by 11:59pm on the due date. 

 
DATE Readings Topics & Assignments 

Week One 
Monday  

 

Familiarize yourself with the Canvas page.  

 

 

-Intro to Class; Syllabus 

 

Discussion forum: Please introduce 

yourself and answer the following questions 

in 100 words: Who are you, and where are 

you from? How do you feel about writing? 

How does writing help us think about the 

world and prepare us for what we want to 

do? 

Wednesday -Ashley Woodiwiss, “From Tourists to 

Pilgrims” (Canvas) 

 

-Models p. 7-42 

 

Discussion forum: What does the word 

“pilgrimage” mean to you, and how is life 

like a pilgrimage? What kind of pilgrimage 

are you on? How is the writing process a 

kind of pilgrimage? Find at least one quote 

from the Ashley Woodiwiss article that you 

liked or resonated with. 250 words. 

Friday  -Coolidge, “Writing for Life” (Canvas) 

-Joan Didion, “On Keeping a Notebook” 

(Canvas) 

-Models p. 43-59 

-Models p. 372-375 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Keeping a notebook  

-Annotating readings 

-Narrative writing 

 

Week Two 

Monday  

 

-Models p. 376-394 

-OWL link for Narrative Essay  

 

-Narration examples 

-Forming a Narrative 

 

Discussion forum: Choose one of the 

narration examples that we read for today 

and discuss how the author “narrates” 

his/her story. What is the main point? What 

feelings or emotions does the author create 

through narration? At the end of the story, 

how do you feel as the reader—convinced, 

moved, something else? 250 words. 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/685/04/


Wednesday  -Anne Lamott, “Shitty First Drafts” 

(Canvas) 

 

-Models p. 81-83, 669-677 

-OWL links “Developing an Outline” 

 

 

 

-What is a Thesis? 

-Getting Organized 

-MLA formatting 

 

-Using p 81-83 in Models as your guide, 

please draft a thesis statement for your 

Narrative Essay and upload it to Canvas. 

 

Friday   

-Adams “Be Cool to the Pizza Dude” 

(Canvas) 

 

-Discussion Forum: Please upload your 

first paragraph for your Narrative Essay 

and provide feedback to one classmate 

the next day. 

 
Week Three 

Monday  

 

 

 

-Narrative Essay Final Draft Due 

 

 

-Narrative Essay Final Draft Due (upload 

to Canvas) 

 

 
 Wednesday  

 

 

-Readings on Rhetorical Analysis and 

Rhetorical Terms (Canvas) 

 

-Models p. 650-651 

 

-Obama’s Speech to Howard University 

(Canvas) 

-Maria Post “Obama’s Speech at Howard: 

Becoming King” (Canvas) 

 

 

What is Rhetorical Analysis? 

 

Discussion forum: In your own words, 

define what a “Rhetorical Analysis” essay 

is. What are you doing in this type of essay? 

Do you anticipate any challenges moving 

from summary to analysis and evaluation? 

How can you avoid including your opinion 

in this essay? How does Maria Post 

effectively analyze President Obama’s 

speech? 250 words. 

Friday  Models “Documenting Sources” p654-663 

 

-Rodriguez, “Aria” (Canvas) 

-Models, Doyle “Irreconcilable 

Dissonance,” p308-313 

-Models, Mukherjee “Two Ways to 

Belong in America,” p493-498 

-Carr “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” 

(Canvas) 

 

 

 

-Writing with Sources; Citation 

 

Due: Thesis statement due for Rhetorical 

Analysis essay. Choose one of the essays 

assigned for today and craft a thesis 

statement around it.  

 

Week Four 
Monday  

 

 

 

-Harris “Rewriting” (Canvas) 

 

-Discussion Forum: Please upload your 

rough draft for your Rhetorical Analysis 

Essay by 11:59pm and provide feedback 

to one classmate the following day. 

 

 Wednesday 

 

 

-Models, p444-460 

 

 

 

  

-Definition Essay 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/544/01/
https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Writing-Speaking-Guides/Alphabetical-List-of-Guides/Academic-Writing/Analysis/Rhetorical-Analysis
https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/Students/Writing-Speaking-Guides/Alphabetical-List-of-Guides/Academic-Writing/Analysis/Rhetorical-Terms


Friday  

 

-Models, p109-110 

 

 

-Rhetorical Analysis Final Draft Due 

 

 

 

 

 

-Rhetorical Analysis Final Draft Due 

 
Week Five 
Monday 

 

-Models, p. 339-348, 423-427 

 

Styles of Writing: 

Illustration 

Process Analysis 

 

Due: Thesis Statement for Definition 

Essay 

Wednesday 

 

-Models, p. 461-492  

Styles of Writing: 

Division and Classification 

Compare and Contrast 

 

 
Friday -Models, p. 517-534 Styles of Writing: 

Cause/Effect 

 

-Discussion Forum: Please upload your 

rough draft for your Definition Essay by 

11:59pm and provide feedback to one 

classmate the following day. 

 

Week Six 

Monday 

 

-Definition Essay Final Draft Due 

 

 

-Definition Essay Final Draft Due 

 

Wednesday  

-Models, p. 539-559 

 

Styles of Writing: 

Argument 

 

Discussion forum: What does it mean to 

argue in writing? What are the steps one 

needs to take to craft a well-developed 

argument? How does either Jefferson or 

King establish and defend their position 

convincingly? Brainstorm what it means to 

argue and come up with several topics you 

are interested in exploring for your final 

position paper. 250 words. 

Friday  

 

 

-Models, p. 560-568 

-Elbow “Being a Writer vs. Being an 

Academic” (Canvas) 

 

Argument examples 

 

Due: Position Paper Thesis Statement 



Saturday  

-Models, p. 642-668 

-Reading on Annotated Bibliography 

 

Discussion forum: Find three sources using 

the databases on 

http://research.sterling.edu/mabee. Cite 

them according to the proper formatting (see 

your Models book for help) and provide a 

100 word description for each article, 

explaining how the article will help 

strengthen or challenge your position. 300 

words. 

Week Seven 

Monday 

 

-Models, p. 669-677 

-Davis “The Counter-Cultural Quest of the 

Christian Liberal Arts” (Canvas) 

 

 

Discussion forum: Please upload your first 

paragraph for your Position Paper and 

provide feedback to one classmate by the 

following day. 

Wednesday  

-Complete the course reflection 

 

 

Discussion forum: Reflect on this course. 

Remembering the concept of pilgrimage at 

the beginning of this term, what pilgrimage 

have you undergone as a writer? How have 

you grown? In what ways did you struggle 

during this journey? In what ways did you 

succeed? 250 words.  

Friday  

-Position Paper Final Draft Due 

 

 

Position Paper Final Draft Due 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/
http://research.sterling.edu/mabee

