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COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE TITLE: PLANTS AND PEOPLE TERM & YEAR: Fall 2023 

 
COURSE & SECTION NUMBER: BIO 1003 TIME & PLACE: Asynchronous, Online 

 
NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS: 3 

 
INSTRUCTOR: TBD OFFICE LOCATION/HOURS: TBD 

 
OFFICE PHONE: TBD EMAIL: TBD 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: An introduction to the basic principles of plant biology and the interrelationship between 

plants and humans with an emphasis on basic plant anatomy and physiology, economic and historical importance, and the 

roles of plants in the biosphere. Open to non-science majors only. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 

 
REQUIRED TEXT: Mauseth, Plants & People (w/Access) PAP/PSC Edition. 1st ed. 2013 Jones & Bartlett. ISBN-13: 

9781449657178 

 
OTHER MATERIALS: Other supplemental articles and public media from libraries or the Internet may be used 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Identify the basic structures of plants 

2. Diagram the process of photosynthesis 

3. Discus the link between agriculture and human civilizations 

4. Identify economically important plants in daily life 

5. Describe the impact human activities have had and will continue to have on plant communities 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Student performance will be evaluated based on a percentage scale. There will be 

weekly quizzes over the assigned reading material to ensure students are keeping on top of the reading assignments and 

comprehending the material. There will be one Midterm Exam during Week 4 and a Final Exam during Week 8 to gauge 

overall understanding and application of the content. There will also be discussion questions posted every week on 

Moodle that students are required to answer for participation points and to document attendance. There will also be other 

assigned activities (worth 25 points each) interspersed throughout the 8-week course. There may also be links to 

multimedia videos/animations that serve as additional study aids and/or relate to a particular Activity. There are a total of 

400 possible points to earn in this course. 

 
EXAMS: Exams will account for 25% (or 100 points) of your total grade in the class. Each of the two exams 

will consist of approximately 25 questions worth 2 points each. These questions could be any combination of 

multiple choice, true or false, or short answers. The Midterm Exam will cover material from Chapters 1-9 and 

the Final Exam will be cumulative and will cover material from all 18 chapters of the textbook. 

 
QUIZZES: There will be a quiz during each week of the course where there is not an already scheduled exam 

(Week 4 Midterm Exam and Week 8 Final Exam). There will be a total of 6 quizzes: Week 1, Week 2, Week 3, 

Week 5, Week 6, and Week 7. Each quiz is worth 20 points and made up of 10 questions (2 points each 

question). These questions could be any combination of multiple choice, true or false, or short answers. 
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ACTIVITIES: There will be a total of 4 activities interspersed throughout the course worth 25 points each. 

Each activity serves as a critical thinking or enrichment exercise that relates to the course content and usually 

incorporates a written element. Any activities that consist of writing a paper/essay must be in APA Style 7th 

Edition. Completed activities should be uploaded to Moodle or emailed to the instructor by the final day of each 

week (as indicated on the Course Schedule; Sundays, unless otherwise stated). 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: Moodle Discussion Questions are worth a total of 80 points, broken down into 

10 points for each of the 8 weeks. Each week there will be a discussion question posted on Moodle for you to 

answer thoroughly. About 3 sentences is usually long enough to make a point and support it, although some may 

require more detail/length than others.  As part of your 10 points for each week, you must ALSO reply to a 

fellow classmate’s post in the spirit of continuing the discussion and engaging in a conversation. You may agree 

or disagree in your post, but all content must be respectful in tone and may not personally attack the original 

poster. See “Netiquette” expectations section below. 

 
THE KEY TO SUCCESS: There is a large amount of information that is covered in just 8 weeks and as a result, 

students will need to have the self-motivation, discipline, and time management necessary to stay on top of the reading, 

complete the assignments, and prepare for the quizzes/exams. Science topics can be rather detailed and factual in nature 

and requires some basic memorization as well as comprehension and application. 

 
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION: Since this is an online course, attendance is completed through the Moodle 

Discussions and completion of the weekly quizzes/exams and activities. Attendance IS taken every week based on 

participation of weekly assignments and this information is reported to the Financial Aid office. 

 
GRADING/EVALUATION: 

 
The grading scale that will be used: 

A 90-100 

B+ 86-89 

B 80-85 

C+ 76-79 

C 70-75 

D+ 66-69 

D 60-65 

F Below 60 

 
Quiz 1 20 points 

Quiz 2 20 points 

Quiz 3 20 points 

Midterm Exam 50 points 

Quiz 4 20 points 

Quiz 5 20 points 

Quiz 6 20 points 

Final Exam 50 points 

8 Moodle Discussion Questions 80 points total 

4 Activities 100 points total 

 
TOTAL: 400 points 

 
All assignments and activities need to be completed by each week’s deadline (11:59pm on Sunday) in order to receive full 

credit. Late assignments will not be accepted unless a prior arrangement is made before the assignment is due (this would 

be reserved for severe illness, family emergencies, etc.). If there are any questions or concerns about the assignments, 

please discuss them with the instructor before the due date. 

 
COURSE CALENDAR/SCHEDULE: The course outline is subject to change by the instructor. Any changes will be 

announced. See the separate SCHEDULE document for an outline of specific assignments, tests, due dates, etc. 
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OTHER POLICIES: It is expected that the student maintains an active involvement during the entire duration of this 

course. If for some reason a student is falling behind or unable to complete the required tasks for the class, he/she should 

contact the instructor via e-mail. Students are expected to read all the course documents and the syllabus and stay on top 

of any announcements through the Moodle system. You can monitor your grades on Moodle as well. 

 
A. Instructor Expectations: 

 
1. The instructor reserves the right to require proctoring or validation of student's academic work at 

the instructor's discretion. 

2. The instructor reserves the right to change or modify course materials or deadlines in response to 

student feedback or unforeseen circumstances. 

3. The instructor requests that students allow 24 hours to respond to student emails or other forms of 

contact. 

4. The instructor requests that the students allow the instructor one week from the date of submission, 

to post a grade, or provide feedback, on any assignment. (Note: the instructor will make every 

effort to provide faster turn-around time when possible.) 

5. The instructor may sometimes be unavailable. The instructor will always attempt to email and/or 

post an announcement to the class about any such inconveniences. 

 
B. Student Guidelines (Expectations): 

 
1. Refer to the assignment Schedule, under course information, in Moodle for all due dates. 

2. Late assignments will lose points per the assignment schedule. 

3. Must know how to access their Trine University email account and will use this account for this 

course unless other arrangements have been made. Check your Trine University email periodically. 

4. Keep a copy of all assignments until the end of the course. Check your gradebook regularly for 

grades on assignments. 

5. Review and refer to this syllabus, assignment schedule, and the course announcements for all 

pertinent information. 

6. Participate on a weekly basis in this course via discussion board (threaded discussion area) 

postings. 

7. Log in on a regular basis via the Internet for this course. 

8. Assume more responsibility (than in a regular face-to-face course) for your learning. 

9. Understand that there are not any "lectures" in this course and students are responsible to read ALL 

course materials, including emails and announcements from the instructor. 

10. Technology requirements: Participants in this course are expected to have fundamental computer 

skills since the focus in this class will be on the course content objectives rather than the 

development of basic computer skills. It is assumed that participants have basic level computer 

skills and have enough experience with computer applications so that they can access and use the 

Moodle system regularly and without difficulty. Students will need to have the knowhow and 

software necessary to access take quizzes/exams, complete activities, and participate in Discussion 

Board discussions. 

 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct refers to dishonesty in 

examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of someone else as one’s own (plagiarism) or 

knowingly furnishing false information to the University by forgery, alteration, or misuse of University 

documents, records, or identification. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following 

examples: permitting another student to plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, submitting an academic 

exercise (written work, printing, design, computer program) that has been prepared totally or in part by another, 

acquiring improper knowledge of the contents of an exam, using unauthorized material during an exam, 

submitting the same paper in two different courses without knowledge and consent of professors, or submitting a 

forged grade change slip or computer tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a failing grade in 

cases of academic misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life. 

 
PLAGIARISM 

You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of work that has been borrowed from others 

in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism on final versions and minor projects, such as attributing or citing 

inadequately, will be considered a failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for that 
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assignment. A deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or submitting someone 

else’s work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including homework and in-class exercises), 

will at least result in an F for that assignment and could result in an F for the course. 

 
 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

Use of electronic devices including smart watches and cell phones is prohibited during exams or quizzes unless 

directly allowed by the instructor. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION about the NETIQUETTE POLICY: “Netiquette” or “network etiquette” defines 

appropriate communication in the online environment. In short, it governs the way that we interact with each other via 

this online platform. The Trine Virtual Campus (TVC) encourages students, faculty and staff to use common courtesy 

and respect in all forms of electronic communication to promote effective and positive interactions. Please adhere to the 

following guidelines when interacting with other students and instructors as part of TVC’s online courses: 

 
1. Do not use sexual, offensive, prejudicial or overly critical language. 

2. Do not use threatening language or personal attacks. You may politely disagree with an idea, but never make 

it personal. 

3. Do not post the personal information of another student or faculty member in any manner without their 

express permission. 

4. Understand that it is hard to interpret the “tone” of online communication. Humor and sarcasm are easily 

misunderstood. Use an emoticon ( ☺ ) to let your reader know when you are being less serious. Choose your 

words carefully so your true meaning is understood. 

5. Be tolerant of mistakes. Everyone is not proficient with computers so mistakes, misspellings, delays, and 

misdirected communications will always happen. Don’t automatically read the worst into something that is 

probably nothing more than an innocent mistake. 

6. If you feel it is necessary to correct someone for a mistake or inaccurate information, be polite and 

professional. Consider sending a private email rather than a group email or discussion post. 

7. Avoid “flaming,” which is the expression of extreme emotion or opinion in an email or online discussion 

forum. Misinterpretation of an email or post followed by an impulsive response will only make the situation 

worse. 

8. Do not forward an email message, file attachment or photo without the author’s permission. Asking for 

permission demonstrates your integrity and respect for their communication. 

9. When composing electronic communications, remember the following: 

• DON’T TYPE IN ALL UPPER CASE LETTERS. Not only is upper care harder to read, it is the 

electronic form of shouting. 

• Be careful in using bold fonts. It is often used to convey a tone of anger. 

• Avoid changing the font to lighter colors like red or light green as it often cannot be seen by people 

with color blindness. 

• Keep paragraphs short and easy to read. Use blank lines in between paragraphs. 

• Avoid acronyms or abbreviations unless the entire class is familiar with them. 

• Avoid shorthand like “u” for you and “b4” for before. Keep in mind others may not be familiar with 

these shortcuts and may not understand your meaning. 

• Use spell check and take time to proofread your message. Make sure you aren’t conveying an 

unintended context or tone. 

 
If you are concerned that someone is being harassing, demeaning, or abusive, please contact your course 

instructor. 
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COURSE MAPPING:  

 

 

Week and Title  Weekly Learning 

Outcome 

Alignment  

Learning 

Activities 

and 

Materials 

(LO 

alignment)  

Assessments 

(LO 

alignment)  

Week One:  

Introduction to plants 

themselves, their 

specific components, 

and the relationship 

between plants and 

people.  

Identify the basic 

structures of plants. 

(LO1)  
  

Discuss the link 

between agriculture 

and human  

civilizations.  (LO3)  

  

Describe the 

impact 

human 

activities 

have had and 

will continue 

to have on 

plant 

communities.  

(LO5)  

Read:   

 •  Chapters 1, 2, and 

3 in textbook (LO1)  

(LO3) (LO5)  

  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board post  

(LO3) (LO5)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Quiz over assigned reading 

(LO1) (LO3)  
(LO5)  

• Activity: Drawing and 

labeling plant parts (LO1)   

 

Week Two: Basic plant 

metabolism, mineral 

nutrition and energy 

metabolism 

(photosynthesis and 

respiration).  

Identify the basic structures 

of plants. (LO1)  
  

Diagram the process of  

photosynthesis.  (LO2)   

  

Read:   

 •  Chapters 4 and 5 

in textbook (LO1) 

(LO2)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO1) (LO2)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Quiz over assigned 

reading (LO1) 

(LO2)  

• Watch video and 

write summary on 

photosynthesis 

(LO2)  

Week Three: Genes 

and environment, and 

how they relate to plant 

development; plant 

reproduction.  

Identify the basic structures 

of plants. (LO1)  
  

Describe the impact 

human activities 

have had and will 

continue to have on 

plant communities.  

(LO5)  

Read:   

 •  Chapters 6 and 7 

in textbook (LO1) 

(LO5)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO1) (LO5)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Quiz over assigned 

reading (LO1) 

(LO5)  



© 2023 Trine University  

Week Four: Genetic 

information transfer 

across generations 

and how plants adapt 

to changing 

environments.  

Identify the basic structures 

of plants. (LO1)  
  

Discuss the link between 

agriculture and human  

civilizations.  (LO3)  

  

(Also review of LO2 and 

LO5)  

Read:   

 •  Chapters 8 and 9 

in textbook (LO1) 

(LO3)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO3)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Mid-term Exam over 

assigned reading 

(includes Chapters 1-

9)  

(LO1) (LO2) (LO3) 

(LO5)  

Week Five: Plant 
biogeography, 
evaluating the role of 
plants and people on 
climate change, and 
the agriculture  
biosphere connection.  

Discuss the link between 

agriculture and human  

civilizations.  (LO3)  

  

Describe the impact 

human activities 

have had and will 

continue to have on 

plant communities.  

(LO5)  

Read:   

•  Chapters 10, 

11, and 12 in 

textbook 

(LO3) (LO5)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO5)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Quiz over assigned 

reading (LO3) 

(LO5)  

• Google Earth 

Biomes Activity 

(LO5)  
  

  

  

  

Week Six: Plants that 

make our lives 

possible and plants 

that make eating fun.   

Discuss the link between 

agriculture and human  

civilizations.  (LO3)  

  

Identify economically 

important plants in daily 

life.  (LO4)  

Read:   

•  Chapters 13 

and 14 in 

textbook 

(LO3) (LO4)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO3) (LO4)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Quiz over assigned 

reading (LO3) 

(LO4)  

Week Seven: Plants as 

sources of medicines 

and drugs, and plants 

that clothe and house 

us.   

Identify the basic structures 

of plants. (LO1)  
  

Discuss the link between 

agriculture and human  

civilizations.  (LO3)  

  

Identify economically 

important  

plants in daily life.  (LO4)  

  

Describe the impact 

human activities 

have had and will 

Read:   

•  Chapters 15 

and 16 in 

textbook 

(LO1) (LO3) 

(LO4) (LO5)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO3) (LO4)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Quiz over assigned 

reading (LO1) 

(LO3)  

(LO4) (LO5)  

• Opinion Paper: 

What are 5 of the 

most influential 
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continue to have on 

plant communities.  

(LO5)  

plants that affect 

humans  

today and why? 

(LO4)  

  

Week Eight: 

Ornamental plants and 

close relatives of 

plants (algae and 

fungi).  

Identify economically 

important plants in daily 

life.  (LO4)  
  

Describe the impact human 

activities have had and will 

continue to have on plant  

communities.  (LO5)  

  

(Also review of LO1, LO2 

and  

LO3)  

Read:   

•  Chapters 17 

and 18 in 

textbook 

(LO4) (LO5)  

Participate:  

• Discussion Board 

post  

(LO1) (LO2) 

(LO3) (LO4)  

(LO5)  

• Peer responses 

Assignment:  

• Final Exam over 

assigned reading  

(includes 

Chapters 1-18)  

(LO1) (LO2) 

(LO3) (LO4)  

(LO5)  

 


