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COURSE SYLLABUS  

 

COURSE TITLE:   Physical Geography                                 TERM & YEAR: Spring 2020 

 

COURSE & SECTION NUMBER:   EAS/GEO 213      TIME & PLACE:  Online, Trine Virtual Campus 

 

NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS: 3        

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

An analysis of the spatial and functional relationships among landforms, climate, soils, water, and the living world. This 

course also addresses the connections between environmental processes and human activity, such as human impact on the 

environment. (Same as EAS 213) 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 

                            

REQUIRED TEXT:  Strahler, Alan, “Introducing Physical Geography,” 6th Ed., 2013, John Wiley & Sons 

   

REFERENCES:  Fundamentals of Physical Geography, 2nd Ed., Fundamentals eBook, www.physicalgeography.net  

 www.physicalgeography.net (Web Resource) 

 

OTHER MATERIALS:  Students will need to have access to a computer with the following: 

• Windows Vista, XP, or Windows 2000 operating system (or later). 

• Web Access with a minimum of 56.6k modem speed. 

• Software:  All files exchanged between students and the instructor should make use of Microsoft Office 

Software.  Certain Web resources may require Adobe Reader. 

• Microsoft Office (includes MS Word, Excel, and Power Point). If you do not have Microsoft Office, try Open 

Office which is a free download from Sun Systems.  www.openoffice.org  

• Adobe Reader – Free download at: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 

 

Optional – Google Earth allows you to explore the rich geographical content, study geologic structures, and share with 

others.  Google Earth may be downloaded for free at http://earth.google.com 

 

Adobe Reader – Free download at: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html    

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

A. Understand the basic nature of science and scientific thought, as it relates to, and contrasts with, other fields 

of study. 

B. Explain the role of the Sun in the physical environment, such as daily and seasonal weather and climate 

patterns, the development of ecologies and biomes, etc…. 

C. Demonstrate an understanding of each major physical process, such as the carbon cycle, hydrologic cycle, 

rock cycle, Plate Tectonics, littoral drift, etc… 

D. Recognize the interconnectedness and interdependence of each physical process, and how they link 

together the major spheres (Biosphere, Hydrosphere, Lithosphere, and Atmosphere). 

E. Understand the role of human beings in shaping, and being shaped by, their physical environment, 

through such processes as cultural development and Evolution/Natural Selection.                

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Students are expected to have basic computer skills and sufficient experience with 

computer applications to use the Moodle course management/learning system for accessing and submitting assignments.  

Additional Requirements include: 

 

 

• Word processing skill with capability of using MS Word. 

• Ability to navigate and search the World Wide Web (www). 

• Ability to send and receive e-mail, and to send files and/or images as attachments. 

http://www.physicalgeography.net/
http://www.physicalgeography.net/
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://earth.google.com/
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
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• Ability to upload/download PDF files.  Students will need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on their 

computer. 

• The ability to effectively communicate in writing by using proper sentence structure, grammar, and spelling. 

• Students are expected to: 

(a) Read all Learning Modules and Textbook assignments. 

(b) Complete any/all Interactive Exercises. 

(c) Complete and submit all online Chapter Quizzes (17 total) 

(d) Participate in Discussion Board Forums (8 total {6 for summer}) 

(e) Complete and submit Unit Tests (2 total) 

(f) Complete and submit Papers through Turnitin using MLA Style Format (2 total) 

• All assigned work should be completed in order to do well in this course.  Assignments and due dates are 

listed on the “Course Schedule” which is located in Moodle under Course Information.  Students are required 

to submit assignments by the date due as listed on the Course Schedule.  Any written assignments are to be 

submitted through Moodle using the designated Assignment Manager.  Tests and quizzes are available online 

in Moodle by clicking on the corresponding name of the Unit Test or Chapter Quiz.  You are encouraged to work 

ahead on assignments, but do not post early to the Discussion Forum.  You may save your posts as a Word 

document and then post early Monday morning if you want to work ahead for the Discussion Forum. 

• Late assignments will NOT be accepted unless approved by instructor in advance.  Acceptance of late 

assignments without penalty will be considered for documented medical reasons and/or or emergency 

circumstances only.  Approval by the instructor is required. Students are expected to have basic computer skills 

and sufficient experience with computer applications to use Moodle course management system for accessing 

and submitting assignments. No late posts will be accepted for Discussion Forum as this is 

Participation/Attendance for the week and other students do not benefit from late posts. 

 

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION: Weekly class attendance is required.  Students must substantively participate in 

the online classroom for at least 3 out of 7 days each week.  Attendance is recorded from the dates of assignment 

submission, substantive participation and interaction in discussion board forums, and the completion of quizzes/exams.  

Please do not post to Discussion Forum earlier than the week due as this is participation/attendance for the current 

week. 

 

GRADING/EVALUATION: All reading, substantive participation, and other assignments and tests should be 

completed satisfactorily to be successful in the course. The evaluation process described below is subject to change at 

the discretion of the instructor. Students will be notified of any changes in the grading/evaluation process.  Assessment 

will include: completion of the Training Box Written Assignment, completion and submission of weekly online quizzes 

(10 pts each for a total of 170 pts), weekly substantive participation in the Discussion Forum (15 pts each for a total of 

120 pts (90 for summer - 6 wks), completion and submission of two Unit Tests (100 pts each for a total of 200 points), 

and submission of two papers (100 pts each for a total of 200 points). There is a total of 700 points.  Letter grades will be 

based on the percentage of total points received (A = 90-100%, B = 80-90%, C = 70-80%, D = 60-70%, F = Below 

60%).  

 Please note that the end of the course is on a Saturday, not Sunday, as the previous weeks. 

 

OTHER POLICIES:   

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct refers to dishonesty in 

examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of someone else as one’s own (plagiarism) or 

knowingly furnishing false information to the University by forgery, alteration, or misuse of University 

documents, records, or identification. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following 

examples: permitting another student to plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, submitting an academic 

exercise (written work, printing, design, computer program) that has been prepared totally or in part by another, 

acquiring improper knowledge of the contents of an exam, using unauthorized material during an exam, 

submitting the same paper in two different courses without knowledge and consent of professors, or submitting a 

forged grade change slip or computer tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a failing grade in 

cases of academic misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life. 

PLAGIARISM 

You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of work that has been borrowed from 

others in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism on final versions and minor projects, such as attributing or 

citing inadequately, will be considered a failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for that 

assignment. A deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or submitting someone 

else’s work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including homework and in-class exercises), 

will at least result in an F for that assignment and could result in an F for the course. 
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E-DEVICE POLICY 

Use of electronic devices including smart watches and cell phones is prohibited during exams or quizzes unless 

directly allowed by the instructor. 

TURNITIN – Used for Course Papers - Turnitin is used to review course papers and evaluate the similarity of 

resources used within the report.  This assists the student in learning how to be an effective writer and can be 

used as a tool to detect plagiarism as well.  Review how to interpret a Similarity Report within Turnitin.  For 

more information, go to:  

https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/Turnitin_Classic_for_Students/17_The_Si

milarity_Report. 

COURSE CALENDAR/SCHEDULE: The Course Schedule (including any/all assignments) is subject to change by, 

and at the discretion of, the instructor.  Please refer to the Course Schedule document under the Course Information tab 

for further information.  Please also refer daily to the “Announcements” section of Moodle for any/all updates, 

amendments, and/or changes. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR ONLINE COURSES: 

 A. Technology Tools: 

1. Web Access: this course is taught in asynchronous mode, using Moodle.  Students will need daily 

access to a web-accessible computer with a minimum of 56.6k modem speed.  Weekly 

participation, via Discussion Board postings, is required. 

2. Software: Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Adobe Reader. 

 

 B. Instructor Expectations: 

1. The instructor reserves the right to require proctoring or validation of student's academic work at 

the instructor's discretion. 

2. The instructor reserves the right to change or modify course materials or deadline in response to 

student feedback or unforeseen circumstances. 

3. The instructor requests that students allow 24 hours to respond to student emails or other forms of 

contact.    Note: Instructor is in the Pacific Standard/Daylight Time Zone.  

4. The instructor will attempt to be available during weekdays; however, as balance between family 

and work is important in everyone's lives, the instructor reserves the right to be unavailable on 

weekends.  

5. The instructor requests that the students allow the instructor 48 hours from the DUE DATE of 

submission, to post a grade, or provide feedback, on any assignment. (Note: the instructor will 

make every effort to provide faster turnaround time.  However, sometimes faster turnaround time 

is not possible.) 

6.  The instructor may sometimes be unavailable.  The instructor will always attempt to email and/or 

post an announcement to the class about any such inconveniences. 

   

 C. Student Guidelines (Expectations): 

1. Refer to the assignment schedule, under course information, in Moodle for all due dates. 

2. Late assignments will lose points per the assignment schedule. 

3. Must know how to access their Trine University email account and will use this account for this 

course unless other arrangements have been made. Check your Trine University email periodically.  

Note: If you need assistance with your Trine University email account or with Moodle please call 

the Trine University Help Desk at 260-665-4275. 

4.  Keep a copy of all assignments until the end of the course. Check your gradebook regularly for 

grades on assignments.  

5. Review and refer to the syllabus, assignment schedule, and the course announcements for all 

pertinent information. 

6. Participate on a weekly basis in this course via discussion board (threaded discussion area) 

postings.  

7. Log in on a regular access via Internet accessible capabilities for this course. 

8. Assume more responsibility (than in a regular face-to-face course) for your learning. 

9. Understand that there are not any "lectures" in this course and students are responsible to read ALL 

course materials, including emails and announcements from the instructor. 

 

 D. Participation Policy: 

1. Students will be rewarded with substantive discussion participation with 15 points each week.  

https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/Turnitin_Classic_for_Students/17_The_Similarity_Report
https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student_Guides/Turnitin_Classic_for_Students/17_The_Similarity_Report
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2. The threaded discussion group activities are seen as an appropriate means to gather formal and 

informal feedback on class activities, assignments, grading issues, etc.  

3. Option: A "15 minute break" threaded discussion group is provided for student issues or concerns. 

Please provide your comments! Comments can also be made via email. 

 

 E. Discussion Board Guidelines and Tips: 

1. Participation in the discussion Board/Forum is expected.  Post a substantive, informed response 

that shows evidence of having read and drawn on course materials or other accepted resources.  

When/if possible, contributing examples from your personal experiences are encouraged. 

2. A helpful Student Guide to using the My Trine Course Discussion Board can be found at:  

http://www.trine.edu/it/tutorials/lms_stuDiscussionBoard.pdf (This resource requires that you have 

Adobe Reader installed on your computer.) 

3. Create your discussion postings off-line in a simple text editor such as WordPad and paste your 

post into the Discussion Board.  You can save a copy of your posting and if you lose your 

connection to Moodle you will not have to start over.   

4. Spell check all postings and written assignments. 

5. Always include references, even if just from the textbook (MLA Style Format). 

6. If you are building your comment off what someone else said, make sure it is clear in your 

comment what you are linking to: 

i. EXAMPLE OF INCORRECT LINKING FORMAT – “I agree with Bill (Sue).” 

ii.   EXAMPLE OF   CORRECT LINKING FORMAT – “I agree with Bill (Sue) that the primary 

  source of energy generation in stars is…”  

iii. *Remember to add value to the discussion and ask questions when responding back to students 

to keep the discussion going. 

7. Late Posts to Discussion Forum will not be accepted as this is Attendance/Participation grade for 

the current week.  In addition, other students do not benefit from late posts.  Please do not post 

early to the Discussion Forums. 

    

http://www.trine.edu/it/tutorials/lms_stuDiscussionBoard.pdf

