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COURSE SYLLABUS  
 
COURSE TITLE:  Introduction to Literature TERM & YEAR:  Fall 2023 
 
COURSE & SECTION NUMBER: ENG 153   TIME & PLACE:  Asynchronous, Online 
 
NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS: 3         
 
INSTRUCTOR: TBD                   OFFICE LOCATION/HOURS: TBD 
 
OFFICE PHONE: TBD 
 
EMAIL: TBD 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Introduces the student to literature of some complexity and sophistication, 
developing a critical vocabulary and skills in reading on an advanced level. Analysis of genre: short 
fiction, poetry, and drama. 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:    

None – this is an OER course where all reading material is contained within the Moodle. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to: 

1. Read and articulately discuss literature of multiple genres, including at least poetry, 
fiction, and drama.  

2. Articulate how literature influences and is influenced by its social and historical 
context.  

3. Use vocabulary specific to the study of literature in both oral and written discussions 
of texts. 

4. Connect literary art to the lived experiences of themselves and others through critical 
thinking. 

5. Employ appropriate MLA citation of sources and integrate source quotations and 
paraphrases into their own writing. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: The course is comprised of a variety of Discussion Forums, short quizzes, 
short essays and one major Kaltura Media presentation. 

• Discussions (six plus Peer Review) equal 25 percent of your course grade 

• Infographics (four) also equal 25 percent of your course grade 

• Essays (5 or 6) equal 25 percent of your course grade 

• The presentation (a PPT or google slides or Canva) equals 25 percent of your course grade. 
 
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:  Students who fail to turn in at least one assignment each week, on 

time, will be marked absent for that week. 
 

http://canva.com/
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GRADING/EVALUATION RUBRICS:  

Infographics – These are short creative projects. Students who receive full credit will have 
thoroughly engaged the course content with appropriate text and images. 
 
The Infographics count for 25 percent of your grade. 
 

Essays – a student who receives an A will have: 

• Met the page length requirement  

• Written in well focused paragraphs that often contain well-integrated and well-cited 
quotes from the text to illustrate your points 

• Provided enough detail and examples to convincingly display knowledge of the 
various critical approaches to reading literature 

• Used correctly integrated and cited direct quotes 

• Written an introduction that helps focus and drive the essay. 

• Written a conclusion that wraps up the essay and refers back to the central thesis 
that was developed in the introduction. 

 
The Essays counts for 25 percent of your grade. 
 

Discussion Forums – In order to get full credit, a detailed initial response to the question 
posed is due by Thursday night and a detailed response to one peer is due by Sunday night. 
Late posts are not graded and posts lacking in details and specifics are graded down. Failure 
to make a peer to peer reply results in a D (60) or less. 
 

The Discussion Forums count for 25 percent of your grade. 
 

The final project – students who receive an A in this project will have provided critical 
thinking about three authors, showing their connections and revealing how their work has 
informed the course objectives as outlined in the “Unit Overview” for the unit in which the 
author’s work appears work appears. They will have also met the minimum 15 slide 
requirement with attractive, easy to view slides. 
 

Item  Points  Description 

Critical Thinking 75 Does the student 
display understanding 
of the course 
concepts by revealing 
connections between 
the authors, their 
works, and the larger 
issues that drive that 
themes of the course, 
or is this mostly a 
Wikipedia, 
biographical type 
project? 

Slides 25 Are they simple, 
attractive (not garish 
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Microsoft templates), 
easy to read and 
balanced between 
images and text, and 
do they meet the 
minimum with 15 
content rich slides? 

 
 

The final project counts for 25 percent of your course grade. 
 

Course Grading Scale -  
A 100―90 
B+ 89—88 
B 87―80 
C+ 79―78 
C 77―70 
D+ 69―68 
D 67―60 
F 59―0 

 
OTHER POLICIES:  
 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance for online courses is reported weekly to comply with financial aid requirements.  A 

student must submit at least one assignment per week to be marked present.  If a student is 

reported absent three times during the course, they will be administratively dropped from the 

course. 

 
 
LATE POLICY 
This is a compressed course in which late work quickly loses all its value. I will accept one 
instance of late work on a case by case basis provided you submit it within three business 
days of its due date, but late work will receive no commentary from me. All assignments are 
required in order to earn a grade of C or better in the class, and missing the deadline for the 
final essay results in an automatic F for the course. 
 
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT  
The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct refers to 
dishonesty in examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of someone else 
as one’s own (plagiarism) or knowingly furnishing false information to the University by 
forgery, alteration, or misuse of University documents, records, or identification. Academic 
dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following examples: permitting another 
student to plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, submitting an academic exercise 
(written work, printing, design, computer program) that has been prepared totally or in part 
by another, acquiring improper knowledge of the contents of an exam, using unauthorized 
material during an exam, submitting the same paper in two different courses without 
knowledge and consent of professors, or submitting a forged grade change slip or computer 
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tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a failing grade in cases of 
academic misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life. 

 
PLAGIARISM 
All assignments are checked for originality for Turnitin, and I also use google to look for copied 
and pasted work. You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of 
work that has been borrowed from others in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism on final 
versions and minor projects, such as attributing or citing inadequately, will be considered a 
failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for that assignment. A 
deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or submitting 
someone else’s work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including 
homework and in-class exercises), will at least result in an F for that assignment and could 
result in an F for the course. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 
Week 1 – Critical Approaches: Students will look at how several “critical approaches” can inform our 
readings. 
 
Week 2 – Culture and Identity: Students will look at how literature explores cultures around the 
world and helps us form our own identity in response. 
 
Week 3 – Culture and Identity (continued): Students will continue to explore how literature helps us 
learn about cultures around the world while examining our own identity. 
 
Week 4 – Love and Hate: Students will explore how literature reflects humankind’s oldest emotions. 
 
Week 5 – Peace and Justice: Students will see how writers ranging from the authors of the Old 
Testament to the founders of our nation and on to modern folk singers like Bob Dylan have used 
their literary skills for creating a more equitable world. 
 
Week 6 – Peace and Justice (continued): Students will continue to explore how a diversity of authors 
– including Native Americans, slaves, descendants of slaves, and politicians – have used their literary 
skills to try to create a more equitable world. 
 
Week 7 – Our Beastly Kingdom: Students will see how authors throughout history, including 
Neanderthal cave artists, Old Testament prophets, and modern writers have encouraged us to 
interact with and protect the “beasts of the earth.” 
 
Week 8 – Final Project: The final unit brings together all that the student has encountered in the 
course by creating an analytical presentation of their three favorite authors from this class which 
they will share with their peers. 
 


