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Course Syllabus  

  

  

  

Course Title: Film Appreciation                                Term and Year: Fall 2023  

  

Course and Section Number: FLM 203  Time and Place: Asynchronous, Online  

  

Number of Credit Hours: 3  

  

Instructor: TBD                                                        Office Location/Hours: TBD  

  

Office Phone: TBD                          Email: TBD  
  
Course Description: This course introduces students to basic film history and elements of film form 

including cinematography, mise-en-scene, acting, editing, and sound. Through lectures and 

readings students are exposed to basic cinema vocabulary and various approaches to narrative 

form and film type. Film screenings of both classic and contemporary films are used to introduce 

approaches to film criticism.  

  

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:  

  

1. Critique films using formal and cultural analyses  

2. Trace the medium’s historical development  

3. Employ basic film terminology  

4. Identify elements and approaches to film narrative and film types  

5. Discuss the connections between cinemagraphic arts and everyday life  

  

Prerequisites: None  

  

Required Text: Sharman, R. (n.d.). Moving Pictures: An Introduction to Cinema.  

https://uark.pressbooks.pub/movingpictures/  

  

This is a free resource available online or as a PDF download. Click the link above to access.  
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Other Materials:  None  

    

Course Requirements: This is an internet class, utilizing a lot of streaming video and audio, and 

thus it is not suitable for a dial-up connection. If you do not have a DSL modem, a cable modem, or 

satellite internet, then you will have to work from a computer lab. Students who cannot access the 

audio and video files cannot expect to pass the course. You will also need a working webcam or a 

way to record and share video and audio for some assignments.  

  

Attendance/Participation: All students are expected to log in to their courses regularly throughout 

the week to receive instruction, materials, and updates from the instructor. It is your responsibility to 

check in and submit your assignments, complete your discussion board postings, and finish quizzes 

and assignments by the due dates.  
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If you do not participate in the course, you will be counted absent. Simply logging in is not enough; 
you must submit/complete an assignment, post to a discussion board, or other similar assignment 
tasks to avoid being counted absent. Instructors are required to submit attendance the Monday 
following each week of class.  

  

This attendance is reported to the Financial Aid Department and may result in the loss of any 
financial aid refund you are expecting if you have not been participating in your courses. In addition, 
you will be administratively dropped from the course if you are reported absent a total of 
three weeks.  

  

Due Dates and Late Policy: This is a fast-moving Internet course, and late material loses all its 

value, to you, your classmates, and to me. Discussions must be initiated by responding to the 

discussion prompt by Thursday and completed (reply to at least two classmates) by Sunday. Late 

discussions automatically earn a zero as they have lost their value as a means of delivering content 

and building classroom community for the week they were due. Some assignments take place in 

small groups, so being late affects your classmates as well. Late quizzes and assignments 

automatically earn a 25 percent late penalty and are handled on a case-by-case basis. The best way 

to avoid running into trouble is to get started early each week and have a contingency plan in case 

things go wrong. See the Course Schedule, under Course Information on Moodle, for exact 

information on due dates.  

  

Grading/Evaluation:   

  

The undergraduate course grading scale is as follows:  

  

90-100% A  75-79% C+  60-64% D  

85-89% B+  70-74% C  59% and below F  

80-84% B  65-69% D+    

  

Category  Percent  

Discussions (8)  25  

Quizzes (5)  20  

Auteur Analysis  15  

Film Encyclopedia Assignment   15  

Anatomy of a Scene  15  

Peer Review (2)  10  

Total  100  

  

Assignment Rubrics and Guidelines: Grading rubrics and guidelines for the assignments and 

discussions are available on Moodle. Familiarize yourself in Week 1 with the expectations for all of 

the course work.  

  

Academic Misconduct: The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic 

misconduct refers to dishonesty in examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of 

someone else as one’s own (plagiarism) or knowingly furnishing false information to the University 

by forgery, alteration, or misuse of University documents, records, or identification. Academic 
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dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following examples: permitting another student to 

plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, submitting an academic exercise (written work, printing, 

design, computer program) that has been prepared totally or in part by another, acquiring improper 

knowledge of the contents of an exam, using unauthorized material during an exam, submitting the 

same paper in two different courses without knowledge and consent of professors, or submitting a 

forged grade change slip or computer tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a 

failing grade in cases of academic misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life.  

  

Plagiarism: You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of work that has 

been borrowed from others in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism, such as attributing or citing 

inadequately, will be considered a failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for 

that assignment. A deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or 

submitting someone else’s work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including 

homework and in-class exercises), will at least result in an F for that assignment and could result in 

an F for the course. You may not submit work that you have submitted for another class.  

  

Discussion Forum Decorum: I encourage open debate and discussion, but name calling and/or 

any form of harassment, covert, overt, subtle or direct, will not be tolerated. Forum posts that cross 

the line of civility will receive a 0 grade; a second occurrence will result in referral to administration. 

Major infractions, such as slurs or direct personal attacks, will receive an immediate referral and 

removal from the class.  

  

Communicating With Your Instructor: I am here to help you and I encourage open and frequent 

communication. The best way to reach me is by email at wellerw1@trine.edu. You may also set up 

an appointment to meet via Zoom. When you e-mail me, please be courteous, clear, and provide all 

the necessary information I need to help you. Provide the name of the course you are taking 

(because I teach more than one course) and provide as much information as possible so I can help 

you quickly.  

 

Course Mapping: 

 

Week and 

Title  

Weekly Learning 

Outcome 

Alignment  

Learning Activities 

and Materials (LO 

alignment)  

Assessments 

(LO 

alignment)  

Week One: 
How and why 
do we watch 
movies?   
  

In Week 1 

we trace the 

history of 

filmmaking, 

consider how 

and why 

films are 

made, begin 

learning 

basic film 

terminology, 

and  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

• Watch Weekly 
Overview video (15 
minutes) – LO1, 
LO2, LO3, LO4, 
and LO5  

• Read from your 
OER textbook, 
Moving Pictures: 
An Introduction to 
Cinema (Sharman, 
R.), these chapters 
or sections and 
watch all 
embedded or linked 
videos in the text:  

o Introduction (9 

pages/1 

hour) – LO2, 

  

1. Introduction 

Discussion  

Forum (30 

minutes) –  

LO5  

2. Discussion 1: Film 
Appreciation (4 
hours)  
– LO1, LO3, LO4 
and LO5  

3. Quiz 1 (1 hour) – 

LO2, LO3 and LO4  
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between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

LO3, and 

LO4  

 

are introduced to 
the art and craft 
of film analysis. 
We discuss the 
importance of 
films in our own 
lives, and 
consider ways to 
approach 
movies that may 
increase our 
appreciation for 
a broader range 
of film.  
  

(16.5 hours)  

 •  

•  

o Chapter 1 (33 

pages/3 hours) –  

LO2, LO3, and LO4 

o Chapter 2 (18 

pages/2 hours) – LO2, 

LO3, and LO4  

Read the following online 

articles:  

o “An Average 

Moviegoer’s Guide 

to Enjoying a Film” 

(10  

minutes) – 

LO5 Watch these 

films:   

o Coen, E., & Coen, J. 

(1998).  

The big lebowski. 

United  

States; PolyGram 

Films  

International, 

Gramercy  

Pictures. (2 hours) – 

LO1 and  

LO4  

o A film of your choice 

from a genre you 

typically don’t enjoy.  

(2 hours) – LO1 and 

LO4  

 

  •  Watch this online video:  

o “The Making of The 

Big  

Lebowski” (25 

minutes) – LO2,  

LO3, and LO4  
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Week Two:  

Directing and 

style  

  

In Week 2 we 

are introduced 

to the concept 

of Miseen-

Scène, the 

elements that 

contribute to a 

film’s overall 

look. These 

elements 

include setting, 

character, 

lighting, 

composition, 

and cinematic 

style. We’ll also 

begin to  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Watch Weekly Overview 
video (15 minutes) – LO1, 
LO2, LO3, LO4, and  
LO5  

Read from your OER 

textbook,  

Moving Pictures: An 
Introduction to Cinema 
(Sharman, R.), these 
chapters or sections and 
watch all embedded or 
linked videos in the text:  

o Chapter 3 (30 

pages/5 hours) – 

LO2, LO3, and LO4  

Read the following online 

articles:  

o “Discussing the Set 

Design of Blade 

Runner” (45 

minutes) –  

LO2, LO3, and 

LO4 Watch these 

films:   

1. Discussion 
2: Mise-
enScène (4 
hours) – 
LO1, LO3, 
LO4 and  
LO5  

2. Quiz 2 (1 

hour) – 

LO2,  

LO3 and 

LO4  
  

 

consider the role 

of the director in 

crafting a film’s 

style. The 

material in Week 

2 will prepare us 

for the first major 

assignment, the 

Auteur Analysis 

Presentation that 

is due in Week 3.  
(15.5 hrs)  

 •  o Scott, R. (1982). 

Blade Runner. 

Warner Bros. (2 

hours) – LO1 and 

LO4  

o Villeneuve, D. 

(2015). Sicario.  

Lionsgate. (2 
hours) – LO1 and 
LO4  

 Watch these online 

videos:  

o “Chiaroscuro 

Lighting in Film —  

Balancing 

Cinematic Light &  

Darkness” (7 

minutes) – LO2,  

LO3, and 
LO4 o “Denis 

Villeneuve & 
His  

Cinema of 

Ambiguity —  

 



© 2023 Trine University  

Directing Styles 
Explained” (15 

minutes) – LO1, LO3, 
and LO4  

  

Week Three:   

Storytelling  

  

In Week 3 we look 
at the art of 
storytelling through 
the film medium. 
To this end we look 
closely at plot, 
theme, narrative 
structure, and 
character types. 
We also complete 
our first major 
assignment, the 
Auteur Analysis 
Presentation.  
(19 hrs)  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Watch Weekly Overview 
video (15 minutes) – 
LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, 
and  
LO5  

Read from your OER 

textbook,  

Moving Pictures: An 
Introduction to Cinema 
(Sharman, R.), these 
chapters or sections and 
watch all embedded or 
linked videos in the text:  

o Chapter 4 (21 

pages/2 hours) – 

LO2, LO3, and 

LO4  

Read the following online 

articles:  

o “The 5 Main 

Types of Movie 

Characters” (20 

minutes) –LO3 

and LO4  

o "Classic Review – 

Jonathan  

Demme’s “The 

Silence of the  

Lambs” (1991)" 

(30 minutes) –  

LO1, LO3, 

and LO4 Watch 

these films:   

o Demme, J. (1991). 

The Silence of the 

Lambs. Orion 

Pictures.  

(2 hours) – LO1 and LO4  

1. Assignment 
1: Auteur 
Analysis 
Presentation 
(8 hours) - 
LO1, LO3, 
LO4  

2. Peer Review 

(2 hours) – 
LO1, LO3 
and LO4  

3. Discussion 3: 
Character, 
Theme, and 
Plot Analysis  

(4 hours) – 

LO1, LO3,  

LO4 and 

LO5  

  

 

Week Four: The 
moving picture -- 
cinematography  
and editing  

  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

•  Watch Weekly 
Overview video (15 
minutes) – LO1, LO2, 
LO3, LO4, and  
LO5  

1. Discussion 4: 
Cinematography 
and  
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In Week 4 we 
explore film as a 
visual medium, 
considering two 
elements critical in  
bringing a story to 
life on the 
screen— 
cinematography 
and  
editing. (16.25 

hours)  

  

  

  

  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Read from your OER 

textbook,  

Moving Pictures: An 
Introduction to 
Cinema (Sharman, 
R.), these chapters or 
sections and watch all 
embedded or linked 
videos in the text:  

o Chapter 5 (46 

pages/4 hours) 

–  

LO2, LO3, and 

LO4 o Chapter 6 

(26 pages/2 

hours) – LO2, 

LO3, and LO4  

Read the following 

online articles:  

o The Revenant: 

Shooting In the 

Elements (10 

minutes) – LO1,  

LO3,  

LO4, LO5 

Watch these 

films:   

o Lee, S. (2006). 

Inside Man.  

Universal 

Pictures. (2 

hours) –  

LO1 and 
LO4 o 

Iñárritu, A. 
G. (2015). 
The  

Revenant. 

Twentieth 

Century  

Fox. (2.5 
hours) – LO1 
and LO4  

Watch these online 

videos:  

o “Holding Long 

and Cutting  

Short: 2 Brilliant 
Moments in 

Editing (4 hours) 
– LO1, LO3, 
LO4 and  
LO5  

2. Quiz 3 (1 hour) – 

LO2,  

LO3 and LO4  
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Editing” (10 
minutes) – LO1,  

LO3, and LO4  

Week Five:   

Sound and music  

  

In Week 5 we 

study the 

importance of the 

non-visual 

elements of film—

sound and music. 

We’ll learn about 

how the sounds 

we hear in  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 

elements and 

approaches to 

film narrative 

and film types.  

•  

•  

Watch Weekly 
Overview video (15 
minutes) – LO1, LO2, 
LO3, LO4, and  
LO5  

Read from your OER 

textbook,  

Moving Pictures: An 

Introduction to 

Cinema (Sharman, 

R.), these chapters or 

sections and watch all 

embedded or linked 

videos in the text:  

• Assignment 2: 

Film  

Encyclopedia  

Assignment (9 hours) –  

LO2, LO3 and 

LO4  

• Discussion 5: 
Sound and Music 
(4 hours) – LO1, 
LO3, LO4 and 
LO5  

  

 

films are actually 
made, how they 
are edited, and 
the important but 
invisible role 
sound and music 
play in the 
emotional effect 
of movies. You 
will also 
complete the 
second major 
assignment, the 
Film  
Encyclopedia. 

(17.75 hours)  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

o Chapter 7 (26 

pages/2.5 hours)  

– LO2, LO3, and 

LO4  

Read the following online 
article and watch the 
accompanying video:  

o The sound illusion 

that makes Dunkirk so 

intense (10 minutes) – 

LO3 and LO4 Watch 

these films:   

o Nolan, C. (2017). 

Dunkirk.  

Warner Bros. 

(1.75 hours) – LO1 

and LO4  
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Week Six: 
Acting In Week 
6 we meet the 
people who 
inhabit the world 
of movies—
actors. We  
trace the history 
of film acting, 
learn about the 
major schools of 
acting, and the 
challenges of 
collaboration and 
bringing 
characters to life.   
(14.5 hrs)  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Watch Weekly Overview 
video (15 minutes) – 
LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, 
and  
LO5  

Read from your OER 

textbook,  

Moving Pictures: An 
Introduction to Cinema 
(Sharman, R.), these 
chapters or sections and 
watch all embedded or 
linked videos in the text:  

o Chapter 8 (37 

pages/4 hours) – 

LO2, LO3, and 

LO4 Watch these 

films:   

o Garland, A. 

(2014). Ex  

Machina. A24. 

(1.75 hours) –  

LO1 and 
LO4 o 

Washington, 
D. (2016).  

Fences. 

Paramount 

Pictures.  

(2.33 hours) – 

LO1 and LO4 Watch 

these online videos:  

o "Making Ex 

Machina: Through 

the Looking Glass” 

(40 minutes) – 

LO1, LO3, and 

LO4  

o "'Fences' Q&A | 

Denzel  

Washington, Viola 

Davis &  

Cast" (37 minutes) 

– LO2, LO3,  

LO4 and LO5  

1. Discussion 
6: Acting (4 
hours) – 
LO1, LO3, 
LO4 and 
LO5  

2. Quiz 4 (1 

hour) – LO2,  

LO3 and 

LO4  
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Week Seven: 

Your  

relationship to 

film   

  

In Week 7 we 
reconsider our 
own relationship 
with films and 
think about how 
the class has or 
has not changed 
the way we 
watch and think 
about movies. 
You will choose 
the film you 
watch this week, 
and you’ll 
discuss it in 
detail with your 
classmates. You 
will also 
complete your 
third and final 
major 
assignment, the 
Anatomy of a 
Scene.  
(16.25 hrs)  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

Watch Weekly Overview 
video (15 minutes) – 
LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, 
and  
LO5  

Watch:   

o One film of your 

choice (2 hours) – 

LO1, LO4 and 

LO5  

• Assignment 

3:  

Anatomy of 
a Scene (8 
hours) - 
LO1, LO2, 
LO3, LO4, 
LO5  

• Peer Review 

(2 hours)  

– LO1, LO2, 
LO3 and 
LO4, LO5  

• Discussion 
7: Your 
Relationship 
to Film (4 
hours) – 
LO1, LO3,  
LO4 and 

LO5  
  

Week Eight: 

Film’s  

social impact  

  

In Week 8 we 

read about 

representation 

in film and the 

social impact of 

movies. You will 

choose two 

films and 

discuss the 

impact these 

movies had on 

society. This will 

require some 

research 

beyond simply 

watching the 

movies.  (16.25 

hrs)  

1. Critique films 
using formal 
and cultural 
analyses.  

2. Trace the 
medium’s 
historical 
development.  

3. Employ basic 
film 
terminology.  

4. Identify 
elements and 
approaches to 
film narrative 
and film types.  

5. Discuss the 

connections 

between 

cinemagraphic 

arts and 

everyday life.  

•  

•  

•  

  

Watch Weekly Overview 
video (15 minutes) – 
LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, 
and  
LO5  

Read from your OER 

textbook,  

Moving Pictures: An 
Introduction to Cinema 
(Sharman, R.), these 
chapters or sections and 
watch all embedded or 
linked videos in the text:  

o Part II: 

Representation in 

Cinema (4 pages) – 

LO2, LO3,  

and LO4  

o Chapter 9 (24 

pages/3 hours) –  

LO2, LO3, and 
LO4 o Chapter 10 

(42 pages/4 hours)  

1. Discussion 
8: Film’s 
social 
impact (4 
hours) – 
LO1, LO2, 
LO3, LO4 
and LO5  

2. Quiz 5 (1 

hour) – LO2,  

LO3 and 

LO4  
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– LO2, LO3, and 

LO4  
Watch two films from the 

list of movies in  

Week 8 on Moodle. (4 

hours) – LO1,  

LO2, LO4 and LO5  

 


