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COURSE SYLLABUS  

 
COURSE TITLE:    American History I    TERM & YEAR:  Fall 2023 
 
COURSE & SECTION NUMBER:  HIS103   TIME & PLACE:  Asynchronous, Online  
  
     
NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS:  3    
 
INSTRUCTOR:   TBD    
 
OFFICE LOCATION/HOURS:  TBD 
 
OFFICE PHONE:  TBD   EMAIL: TBD  
    
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Traces the major trends in the history of the United States from colonial times to 
the end of Reconstruction. Concentrates upon the diplomatic, political, economic, intellectual and cultural 
achievements of the American Nation, set within the larger framework of the European World. 
                            
PREREQUISITES:  None 
                            
REQUIRED TEXT:  OpenStax, U.S. History. OpenStax CNX. Jun 25, 2019 http://cnx.org/contents/a7ba2fb8-
8925-4987-b182-5f4429d48daa@9.5 .  
 
OTHER MATERIALS:  Film and Websites located within the Moodle Classroom and listed on the weekly 

Learning Modules. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:  

A.  Define an understanding of America’s past – its people and the country they established. 
  B.  Interpret how areas such as political, social, diplomatic, military, intellectual, and  

economic histories are interrelated. 
C.  Discuss influences such as gender, race, religion, ethnicity, work, class, and region on  

America’s development. 
             D.  Dramatize an appreciation for America’s view of the world, as well as an understanding of        

other national perspectives of America. 
  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Read and review the Syllabus, class Schedule, the Textbook, and the 
Lecture PowerPoint Presentations.  Complete all reading, writing and discussion assignments, and 
exams. 
 
EXAMS: There will be a Midterm and a Final Exam.  
 
DISCUSSIONS: There will be eight discussions. Your initial discussion post in response to my 
question must be at least 250 words.  You must respond to two other students, responses to other 
students must be at least ten complete sentences. 
 
ASSIGNMENT: There will be one 12 slide PowerPoint presentation.  The 12 slides will consist of 1 title, 
slide. 1 bibliography slide, and 10 content slides.  The draft of the presentation will be submitted to the 
corresponding discussion and the final version of the presentation will be submitted as an 
Assignment.  
 
ASSIGNMENTS, DISCUSSIONS AND EXAMS ARE LOCATED IN THE ACTIVITIES BLOCK. 
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ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:  
Students must complete all assignments by the due date in order to be considered in attendance for 
the week.  As required by the University, attendance will be reported every week. 
 
GRADING/PARTICIPATION/EVALUATION: 

 
1. Weekly Discussion Assignments. Week 1 – 7 the initial posting must be submitted by 11:55 p.m. 
Thursday and responses by 11:55 p.m. Sunday of the week due in order to be considered for full 
points and grade consideration.  Discussion Assignments are located in Forum. 
 
Week 8 the initial posting must be submitted by 11:55 p.m. Thursday and responses by 11:55 p.m. 
Friday. 
 
2. The Midterm will be available from 12:00 p.m. Wednesday of Week 5 through 11:55 Sunday of 
Week 5.  Exams will be located in Activities. 
 
3. The Final Exam will be available from 12:00 p.m. Wednesday of Week 8 through 11:55 Friday of 
Week 8.  Exams will be located in Activities. 
 
4. A considerable amount of grade points are lost each day following a Due Date on an assignment 
because of lateness. 
 
5. All assignments and exams must be completed to be considered for successfully passing the 
class. 
 
6. Any assignments not submitted by 11:55 p.m. Friday of Week #8 will result in an “F” being 
turned in as your final grade for the course. 
 
7. The instructor will answer your e-mail within 24 hours and or will grade your assignments within 
three days, excluding weekends, after receiving your work. 
 
8.  Check the Grade Book each week for your grade points on each assignment. If no points appear 
for you it means that I did not receive your work and it will be considered late. 
 
9. If you do not receive an e-mail response after sending it to the instructor or if no points show up 
in the grade book for an assignment after 3 days, no weekends, you need to contact the instructor. 
It is your responsibility to do so as it usually means that I did not receive your work.  
  
10. Be very aware of your assignment due dates that are contained in the Assignment Schedule 
under Course Information.  
 
11. Place the Discussion Assignments Due Dates and the Exam availability on your calendar for 
each of the 8 weeks.  

 
GRADING/EVALUATION:  
  
Percentage    Assignment 
 40       8 Weekly Discussion Postings (5% each) 
 10  Presentation Assignment 
 25  Midterm Exam 
 25  Final Exam 
--------------------------------------------- 
100     TOTAL                 
 
 
Grading Scale 
A   90-100 
B+ 88-89 
B   80-87 
C+ 78-79 
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C   70-77 
D+ 68-69 
D   60-67 
F   59 and below 
 
 
OTHER POLICIES:   
 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct refers to dishonesty in 
examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of someone else as one’s own (plagiarism) or 
knowingly furnishing false information to the University by forgery, alteration, or misuse of University documents, 
records, or identification. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following examples: permitting 
another student to plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, submitting an academic exercise (written work, 
printing, design, computer program) that has been prepared totally or in part by another, acquiring improper 
knowledge of the contents of an exam, using unauthorized material during an exam, submitting the same paper in 
two different courses without knowledge and consent of professors, or submitting a forged grade change slip or 
computer tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a failing grade in cases of academic 
misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life. 

 
PLAGIARISM 
You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of work that has been borrowed from others 
in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism on final versions and minor projects, such as attributing or citing 
inadequately, will be considered a failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for that 
assignment. A deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or submitting someone 
else’s work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including homework and in-class exercises), will 
at least result in an F for that assignment and could result in an F for the course. 
 
E-DEVICE POLICY 

Use of electronic devices including smart watches and cell phones is prohibited during exams or quizzes unless directly 

allowed by the instructor. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE: 

 

Week 1 – Introduction || Before 1492, Early Globalization: The Age and the Atlantic World: 
Understand how the cultures of North and South America, and Europe shaped early colonization. 
Identify key regions in North America. Understand the cultural, social and military clashes between 
the colonial powers and indigenous populations. Give examples of a concept or principle. Recognize 
the dates of important events in U.S. History. 
 
Week 2 – Colonial Societies 1500-1700 and The Early British Empire: Draw logical conclusions from 
a primary source. Understand the cultural, social and military clashes between the colonial powers 
and indigenous populations, as well as the growth of British North America. Understand key 
economic topics in the growth of British North America. Understand the circumstances that gave rise 
to the formation of the United States. 
 
Week 3 – Northern Industrial Transformation 1800-1850 and Jacksonian Democracy: Give 
examples of a concept or principle. Recognize dates of important events in U.S. History. Understand 
cultural, social and military clashes between the colonial powers and indigenous populations. 
Understand the circumstances that gave rise to the formation of the United States. Analyze the 
causes of the American Revolution, American culture and society in the years leading up to the war, 
and the early years of the war. 
 
Week 4 – Creating Republican Government and the New Republic: Give examples of a concept or 
principle. Recognize the dates of important events in U.S. History. Understand the cultural, social 
and military clashes between the colonial powers and indigenous populations. Understand the 
circumstances that gave rise to the formation of the United States. Compare political perspectives. 
Understand the culture, politics and society of the New Republic. 
 
Week 5 – Northern Industrial Transformation 1800-1850 and Jacksonian Democracy: Compare 
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political perspectives. Give examples of a concept or principle. Understand the culture, politics and 
society of the New Republic. Identify key regions in North America. Recognize important events in 
U.S. History. Understand the significance of the expansion of voting rights, the expansion of territory, 
and conflicts over slavery. 
 
Week 6 – Westward Expansion; Cotton is King: Identify key regions of North America. Draw logical 
conclusions from secondary sources. Recall the dates of important events in U.S. History. 
Recognize important events in U.S. History. Understand the significance of the expansion of voting 
rights, the expansion of territory, and conflicts over slavery. Understand the increasing national 
conflict over slavery, Manifest Destiny, and the Market Revolution. 
 
Week 7 – Antebellum Idealism, Reform, and Troubled Times: Analyze how economic changes, 
territorial growth and conflict over slavery increasingly affected the United States. Understand the 
increasing national conflict over slavery, Manifest Destiny, and the Market Revolution. Identify key 
regions in North America. Recognize important events in U.S. History. 
 
Week 8 – Civil War and Reconstruction: Identify key regions in North America. Recognize the dates 
of important events in U.S. History. Understand the end of the Civil War. Understand the end of the 
Civil War and the conflicts over Reconstruction. 


