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COURSE SYLLABUS  
 
COURSE TITLE:    American History II   TERM & YEAR:  Fall 2023 
 
COURSE & SECTION NUMBER:  HIS 113  TIME & PLACE:  Asynchronous, Online 
 
NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS:  3       
        
INSTRUCTOR:   TBD    
 
OFFICE LOCATION/HOURS:  TBD 
 
OFFICE PHONE:  TBD   EMAIL: TBD  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Increasing emphasis on the post Civil War industrial development of the United 
States and its subsequent role as a great world power to present. 
 
PREREQUISITES:  None 
                            
REQUIRED TEXT:  OpenStax, U.S. History. OpenStax CNX. Jun 25, 2019 http://cnx.org/contents/a7ba2fb8-
8925-4987-b182-5f4429d48daa@9.5 .  
 
OTHER MATERIALS:  Film and Websites located within the Moodle Classroom and listed on the weekly 

Learning Modules. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

A.  Compare, contrast and discuss the economic, ethnic, social, political and religious diversity of the 
United States. 

B.  Identify the forces of nationalism emerging in the United States. 
C.  Discuss an appreciation for America’s view of the world as it evolved in the 20th century. 
D.  Recognize the cultural factors that reflect past U.S. history. 
E.  Clarify the relationship between politics and economics in American historical thought. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Read and review the Syllabus, class Schedule, 
the Textbook, and the Lecture PowerPoint Presentations.  Complete all reading, writing, viewing, 
discussion assignments, and exams. 
 
EXAMS (50%): There will be a Midterm Exam and a Final Exam.  Exams will be graded on a 100-point 
scale. Each exam will be worth 25% of the total course grade.  
 
DISCUSSIONS (40%): There will be eight discussions. Your initial discussion post in response to my 
question must be at least 250 words.  You must respond to two other students, responses to other 
students must be at least ten complete sentences. Discussions will be graded on a 100-point scale and 
each weekly discussion will be worth 5% of the total course grade. 
 
ASSIGNMENT (10%): There will be one 12 slide PowerPoint presentation.  The 12 slides will consist of 
1 title, slide. 1 bibliography slide, and 10 content slides.  The draft of the presentation will be submitted 
to the corresponding discussion and the final version of the presentation will be submitted as an 
Assignment. The Assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale and will be worth 10% of the total 
course grade. 
 
ACTIVITIES, ASSIGNMENTS, DISCUSSIONS AND EXAMS ARE LOCATED IN THE ACTIVITIES BLOCK. 
 

http://cnx.org/contents/a7ba2fb8-8925-4987-b182-5f4429d48daa@9.5
http://cnx.org/contents/a7ba2fb8-8925-4987-b182-5f4429d48daa@9.5
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ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION: In online courses students must submit work each week no later than 

Sunday evening to be counted in attendance for the week. It is not enough to log into the 
Moodle classroom, work must be submitted. 

 
GRADING/EVALUATION:  GRADING/PARTICIPATION/EVALUATION: 

 
1. Weekly Discussion Assignments. Week 1 – 7 the initial posting must be submitted by 11:55 p.m. 
Thursday and responses by 11:55 p.m. Sunday of the week due in order to be considered for full 
points and grade consideration.  Discussion Assignments are located in Forum. See SCHEDULE 
for holiday information. 
 
Week 8 the initial posting must be submitted by 11:55 p.m. Thursday and responses by 11:55 p.m. 
Friday. 
 
2. The Midterm and the Final Exam will be available as per the SCHEDULE. Exams will be located in 
Activities. 
 
4. A considerable amount of grade points are lost each week following a Due Date on an 
assignment because of lateness. 
 
5. All assignments and exams must be completed to be considered for successfully passing the 
class. 
 
6. Any assignments not submitted by 11:55 p.m. Friday of Week #8 will result in an “F” being 
turned in as your final grade for the course. 
 
7. The instructor will answer your e-mail within 24 hours and or will grade your assignments within 
three days, excluding weekends, after receiving your work. 
 
8.  Check the Grade Book each week for your grade points on each assignment. If no points appear 
for you it means that I did not receive your work and it will be considered late. 
 
9. If you do not receive an e-mail response after sending it to the instructor or if no points show up 
in the grade book for an assignment after 3 days, no weekends, you need to contact the instructor. 
It is your responsibility to do so as it usually means that I did not receive your work.  
  
10. Be very aware of your assignment due dates that are contained in the Assignment Schedule 
under Course Information.  
 
11. Place the Discussion Assignments Due Dates and the Exam availability on your calendar for 
each of the 8 weeks.
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Assignments, Discussion and Exams will be graded on a 100-pt scale. 
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
Percentage    Assignment 
 40       8 Weekly Discussion Postings 

(5% each) 
 

 10  Presentation Assignment 
 
 
 25  Midterm Exam 
 
 25  Final Exam 
--------------------------------------------- 
100     TOTAL                 
 
Grading Scale 
A   90-100 
B+ 88-89 
B   80-87 
C+ 78-79 
C   70-77 
D+ 68-69 
D   60-67 
F   59 and below 
 
 
OTHER POLICIES:   
 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct refers to dishonesty 
in examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of someone else as one’s own 
(plagiarism) or knowingly furnishing false information to the University by forgery, alteration, or misuse 
of University documents, records, or identification. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, 
the following examples: permitting another student to plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, 
submitting an academic exercise (written work, printing, design, computer program) that has been 
prepared totally or in part by another, acquiring improper knowledge of the contents of an exam, using 
unauthorized material during an exam, submitting the same paper in two different courses without 
knowledge and consent of professors, or submitting a forged grade change slip or computer 
tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a failing grade in cases of academic 
misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life. 

 
PLAGIARISM 
You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of work that has been borrowed 
from others in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism on final versions and minor projects, such as 
attributing or citing inadequately, will be  
considered a failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for that assignment. A 
deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or submitting someone else’s 
work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including homework and in-class exercises), 
will at least result in an F for that assignment and could result in an F for the course. 
 
E-DEVICE POLICY 
Use of electronic devices including smart watches and cell phones is prohibited during exams or 
quizzes unless directly allowed by the instructor. 

                            
COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 
Week 1 – Introduction: Westward Expansion and Industrialization and the Rise of Big Business: Students will 
analyze how economic changes and territorial growth affected the United States; recall the dates of important 
events in U.S. History; recognize important events in U.S. History; determine economic, social, and military 
impact of United States imperialism; examine the working conditions of American factory, mine, agriculture 
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and transportation workers. 
 
Week 2 – Urbanization and the Politics of the Guilded Age: Students will evaluate the development and impact 
of monopolies and trusts on capitalism; examine the working conditions of American factory, mine, agriculture, 
and transportation workers; analyze how economic changes and territorial growth affected the United States; 
recognize important events in U.S. History. 
 
Week 3 – The Progressive Movement and the Age of Empire: Students will analyze the development and 
influence of political machines, muckrakers, and Progressives; recall the dates of important events in U.S. 
History; recognize important events in U.S. History; analyze how economic changes and territorial growth 
affected the United States. 
 
Week 4 – World War One and the Jazz Age: Students will analyze how economic changes and territorial 
growth affected the United States; recognize the dates of important events in U.S. History; understand the 
cultural, social and military clashes in American history; examine the impact World War I had on the United 
States’ civil liberty, culture, government, industry, and society. 
 
Week 5 – The Great Depression and the New Deal: Students will examine the working conditions of American 
factory, mine, agriculture, and transportation workers; recall the dates of important events in U.S. History; 
analyze major causes of the Great Depression; examine the cultural, economic and social effects of the Great 
Depression. 
 
Week 6 – World War II, Early Cold War, and Post-War Boom: Students will recognize important events in U.S. 
History; examine the alliance system and the United States in World War II; analyze the factors that gave rise 
to militarism and fascism; assess the influence of the G.I. Bill on American culture and society; evaluate 
American post-war foreign policy in Europe and the Soviet Union’s reaction; trace the development of 
American consumerism and its impact on American culture and society. 
 
Week 7 – America in the 1960’s, Domestic and Global Tensions: Students will analyze the Civil Rights 
movement; analyze the Great Society programs aimed at ending poverty; examine the United States’ conflict 
with North Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh; identify the causes and consequences of civil rights legislation and court 
decisions; compare differing American reactions to overseas military involvement; recognize the dates of 
important events in U.S. History. 
 
Week 8 – Cold War to Culture Wars and the Twenty-First Century: Students will compare differing American 
reactions to overseas military involvement; evaluate the effects of economics on modern society; explore the 
status of the United States in the world; recall the dates of important events in U.S. History. 


