
  

 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

  

COURSE TITLE:  Abnormal Psychology                           Term & Year:  Spring 2023  

  

COURSE NUMBER & SECTION: PSY 323 TIME & PLACE:  Online  

  

INSTRUCTOR: TBD    E-MAIL:  TBD 

          

OFFICE HOURS:   Online     OFFICE PHONE:  

   

NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS:  3  

  

MOODLE SUPPORT:  help@trine.edu         877-236-7682             260-665-4275  

  

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Survey of abnormal psychology, including such topics as clinical assessment, anxiety 
disorders, schizophrenia, personality disorders, age related problems, depression, sexual dysfunctions, 
psychotherapy, and related legal and ethical questions arising within clinical psychology.  
  

PREREQUISITES:  PSY 113 Principles of Psychology  

                             

REQUIRED TEXT:    Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology by Ronald Comer, 8th Ed, 2016 ISBN: 

9781464176975  

      

OTHER MATERIALS: As assigned by the instructor.  

  

OBJECTIVES:  Through participation in this course, the student will  

1. Identify major mental disorders within DSM.  

2. Compare competing schools of psychotherapy.  

3. Discuss fundamental legal and ethical questions concerning involuntary commitment and the insanity 

defense.  

4. Convey the meaning of the term psychological abnormality.  

5. Explain how abnormality was viewed and treated in the past.  

6. Present details of each psychological model of abnormality.  

7. Illustrate specific symptoms of various psychological disorders.  

8. Depict symptoms of mental disorders that occur during different life stages from childhood and 

adolescence through old age.  

9. Describe current trends in treating mental illness.  

10. Explain the interaction between clinicians and the judicial system.  

11. Present the ethical principles that guide Mental Health Professionals.  

Breakout of Available Points  

Forum Postings – 5 pts per posting (8)  40  

3 Review Quizzes each 5 points  15  

Power Point Presentation: Eating D/O  10  

Movie Review  15  

Abnormal Disorder Journal Review  10  

Final Cumulative Exam  10  

TOTAL AVAILABLE POINTS:  100  

  



COURSEWORK AND WRITTEN REQUIREMENTS:  

  

Submit all assignments using Microsoft Word (.doc or .rtf).  Use 1” margins and 12-point font and follow APA 

(6th edition) layout and citation style for all narrative assignments.  

  

You may use a bulleted or numbered list format when responding to questions – any style is accepted.  If 

outside material (textbook, articles or online sources) is used, it MUST be cited in-text and a reference list 

provided at the end of the assignment in APA format.   If it is not your original research, generally understood 

information, or your own opinion…it must be cited.  

  

Articles and/or research projects should be prepared in narrative (essay) APA style format using personal 

reflections, backed up by definitions and examples from the textbook and trustworthy sources, cited 

appropriately using APA citation format.  

  

Three types of Assignments may be incorporated into the course:  

  

Research Assignments:  The document must be typed, double spaced and less than three pages in length. In 
addition, all material must be sited according to APA requirements.  You are expected to include a minimum of 
two sources. This includes the Midterm for this course.  
  

Discussion Board Postings:  Discussions provide you an opportunity to explore course materials with other 

students.   

1. You should post your initial response to the questions by Thursday each week to earn 2.5 points. Your 

initial post should include a careful reflection on the questions. You should use course materials  

to support your interpretation, analysis and evaluation of the questions. It is not enough to simply repeat what 

the textbooks states nor is it enough just to give your opinion.    

2. If the initial post is after midnight on Thursday, the points possible drops to 1.  

3. By midnight on Saturday you must also respond to a minimum of 1 classmate's post. Your post should be 

substantial in nature. It is not enough to state “good post” or “I agree with you”. Focus on offering further 

information, asking additional questions or reflecting on something your peer posted this adds 2.5 points for 

a total of 5 points for the week.  You will receive full points for addressing each issue in the discussion 

question and responding (substantially) to other students within the days required.    

4. Discussion postings posted after Saturday midnight of the respective week will result in zero points earned.  

Your responses to peers must be posted by Saturday at midnight. They are worth 2.5 points.  If they are 

posted on Sunday they will not receive credit.  

5. A minimum of 200 words is required for the initial post.  This does not include the question or any reference 

information.  

In Week 8, the initial post must be made before midnight on Thursday to earn the 5 points.  No response 
to other students is required.  

Quiz/Final:  There are quizzes to be completed (check the assignment schedule for specific chapters).  Each 

quiz/exam can only be started ONCE, you start the quiz and you must finish the quiz.    

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:  Students are expected to log into this course a minimum of three times 

each week.  Plan on spending as much time in this course as you would spend on a 16-week 3 credit course 

meeting 3 times weekly.  This will be a time-consuming course and interesting for those seeking to understand 

and prepare to work in a field associated with chemical dependency, psychology and human services.  

  

Students who do not participate in discussion boards and/or activities/assignments will be counted absent for 
the week.  If a student is counted absent three times during the course session, s/he will be 
administratively dropped from the course.  



  

Late assignments are NOT accepted for any reason without instructor approval. Please plan ahead if you 

cannot attend to class work in the respective week.  If a documentable emergency arises, please contact the 

instructor IMMEDIATELY via phone, text or email to make alternative submission arrangements.  

  

POINT VALUES FOR ASSIGNMENTS: (See Course Schedule)  

  

GRADING/EVALUATION:    Assignments will be graded at regular intervals.    

  

Grade  % of Points Earned  

LETTER  GRADE in %  

A  90  -  100  

B+  87  -  89  

B  80  -  86  

C+  77  -  79  

C  70  -  76  

D+  67  -  69  

D  60  -  66  

F  0  -  59  

  

  

WEIGHTING OF ACTIVITIES/ASSIGNMENTS:  

  

      Discussion Boards (Forums)         40%  

      Written Assignments           25%  

      Powepoint Presentation                            10%  

      Quizzes and Final                 25%  

        

  

OTHER POLICIES:    

  

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT:  

The University prohibits all forms of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct refers to dishonesty in 

examinations (cheating), presenting the ideas or the writing of someone else as one’s own (plagiarism) or 

knowingly furnishing false information to the University by forgery, alteration, or misuse of University 

documents, records, or identification. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following 

examples: permitting another student to plagiarize or cheat from one’s own work, submitting an academic 

exercise (written work, printing, design, computer program) that has been prepared totally or in part by 

another, acquiring improper knowledge of the contents of an exam, using unauthorized material during an 

exam, submitting the same paper in two different courses without knowledge and consent of professors, or 

submitting a forged grade change slip or computer tampering. The faculty member has the authority to grant a 

failing grade in cases of academic misconduct as well as referring the case to Student Life.  

  

PLAGIARISM  

You are expected to submit your own work and to identify any portion of work that has been borrowed from 
others in any form. An ignorant act of plagiarism on final versions and minor projects, such as attributing or citing 
inadequately, will be considered a failure to master an essential course skill and will result in an F for that 
assignment. A deliberate act of plagiarism, such as having someone else do your work, or submitting someone 
else’s work as your own (e.g., from the Internet, fraternity file, etc., including homework and in-class exercises), 
will at least result in an F for that assignment and could result in an F for the course.  
  

  

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  

A student with a disability who plans to request academic adjustments needs to provide Trine University with 

documentation of his or her disability.   

  



Documentation needs to be current and from a professional source such as a school psychologist, 

educational diagnostician, a licensed private psychologist, or a medical doctor. If the condition being  

documented is not stable, the documentation should be less than three years old.  

  

The provision of documentation does not guarantee that the requested academic adjustments will be provided. 

Trine University reserves the right to select among equally effective and appropriate adjustments that will 

provide the student with a disability equal access to its programs.  

  

Documentation typically includes a diagnosis of the disability—including the instruments and scores used to 

determine the disability and the credentials of the person providing the diagnosis, an explanation of how the 

condition affects the student’s ability to function in an academic setting, examples of academic adjustments 

that are recommended, and an explanation of how the disability relates to these adjustments. In addition to 

providing documentation of a disability, the student needs to request academic adjustments.  

  

Academic adjustments implemented depend on the disability of the student. Each circumstance is considered 

on an individual basis. It is important for the student with a disability to understand that academic adjustments 

will in no way lower or waive essential requirements of an academic program.   

  

Seven Steps to Complete to Receive Academic Adjustments for a Disability  

1. Indicate the need for academic adjustments by notifying Academic Support Services.   

2. Complete the Trine University Disability Support Services Application form.*  3. Sign 

Authorization for Release of Information on the back of the application form.*   

4. Provide adequate documentation from a professional source.   

5. Qualify for academic adjustments.   

6. Complete a conference with Academic Support Services.   

7. Schedule appointments with all professors during the first two weeks of the semester.   

      *All forms are available in Academic Support Services in 213 Taylor Hall.   

  

The goal of Academic Support Services is to assist all students to become efficient, self-confident, and 

independent learners. Please call (260) 665-4853. Also please refer to 

https://trine.edu/academics/success/index.aspx  for more information  

  

  

Course Mapping:    

  

  

Week and Title  Learning Activities and Materials (LO 
alignment)  

Assessments (LO 
alignment)  

Week One:  

Introduction to  

Abnormal  

Psychology   

Review:  

• Syllabus  

• Assignment Schedule  

• All Rubrics Read:  

• Chapter 1: Abnormal Psychology: 
Past and Present (LO4) (LO5) Watch:  

• Chapter 1: Abnormal Psychology: 

Past and Present Powerpoint Presentation  
(LO4) (LO5)  

  

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 1 (LO4) 
(LO5)  

• Peer Responses (LO4) 
(LO5)  

https://trine.edu/academics/success/index.aspx
https://trine.edu/academics/success/index.aspx


Week Two:  

Theoretical and 
Clinical 
Treatment for 
Abnormality and 
Anxiety 
Disorders   

Read:  

• Chapter 2: Models of Abnormality (LO2) 
(LO6)  

• Chapter 3: Clinical Assessment, Diagnosis, 
and Treatment  (LO6) (LO9)  

• Chapter 4:  Anxiety, 
ObsessiveCompulsive, and Related 
Disorders  
(LO1) (LO7)  

• Quiz 1 Study Guide (LO1) (LO2) (LO6)  
(LO7) (LO9)  

  

Watch  

• Chapter 2: Models of Abnormality 
Powerpoint Presentation (LO2) (LO6)  

• Chapter 3: Clinical Assessment,  
Diagnosis, and Treatment  Powerpoint  

Presentation (LO6) (LO9)  

• Chapter 4:  Anxiety, 
ObsessiveCompulsive, and Related 
Disorders  
Powerpoint Presentation(LO1) (LO7)  

• Watch Youtube Video College Anxiety and 
Depression - CollegeisStressful.com  
https://youtu.be/zNlwRGc3LS8 (2:34)  
(LO1) (LO7)  

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 2 (LO1) 
(LO7)  

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7)  

  

Assignment:  

• Quiz 1 over Chapters 2,  
3, & 4 (LO1) (LO2) (LO6)  

(LO7) (LO9)  

  

https://youtu.be/zNlwRGc3LS8
https://youtu.be/zNlwRGc3LS8


Week Three:  

Understanding  

Disorders of  

Trauma and 
Stress,  

Depression and 
Bi- 

Polar, and 
Suicide  

Read:  

• Chapter 5:  Disorders of Trauma and Stress 
(LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 6:  Depressive and Bi-Polar 
Disorders (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 7: Suicide (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Quiz 2 Study Guide (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  
  

Watch  

• Chapter 5:  Disorders of Trauma and Stress 
Powerpoint Presentation (LO1)  
(LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 6:  Depressive and Bi-Polar 
Disorders Powerpoint Presentation (LO1)  
(LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 7: Suicide Powerpoint Presentation 
(LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Watch YouTube Video --What is 
depression? - Helen M. Farrell  
https://youtu.be/z-IR48Mb3W0  
(4:28) (LO1) (LO7)  

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 3 (LO1) 
(LO7)   

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7) Assignment:  

• Quiz 2 over Chapters 5,  
6, & 7 (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

  

Week Four:  

Understanding  

Disorders 
Featuring  

Somatic 
Symptoms, 
Eating 
Disorders and 
Addiction  

Read:  

• Chapter 8: Disorders Featuring Somatic 
Symptoms (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 9: Eating Disorders (LO1) (LO7) 

(LO9)  

• Chapter 10: Substance Use and Addictive 
Disorders (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Rubric for the Powerpoint Presentation  
(LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

  

Watch  

• Chapter 8: Disorders Featuring Somatic  
Symptoms Powerpoint Presentation  

(LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 9: Eating Disorders Powerpoint 
Presentation (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 10: Substance Use and Addictive 
Disorders Powerpoint Presentation (LO1) 
(LO7) (LO9)  

Watch YouTube Video -- The Chemistry of 
Addiction  

• https://youtu.be/ukFjH9odsXw (11:49) 
(LO1) (LO7) 

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 4 (LO1) 
(LO7)   

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7) Assignment:  

• Create a Powerpoint 
Presentation over the 
different types of Eating 
Disorders and submit for 
review   
(LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

https://youtu.be/z-IR48Mb3W0
https://youtu.be/z-IR48Mb3W0
https://youtu.be/z-IR48Mb3W0
https://youtu.be/z-IR48Mb3W0
https://youtu.be/ukFjH9odsXw
https://youtu.be/ukFjH9odsXw


Week Five:  

Understanding 
Sexual Disorders 
and 
Schizophrenia  

Read:  

• Chapter 11: Sexual Disorders and Gender 
Variations (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 12:  Schizophrenia and Related 
Disorders (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Quiz 3 Study Guide (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  
Watch  

• Chapter 11: Sexual Disorders and Gender 
Variations Powerpoint  
Presentation (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 12:  Schizophrenia and Related 
Disorders Powerpoint Presentation (LO1)  
(LO7) (LO9)  

• Watch YouTube Video --Schizophrenia 
Symptoms   
https://youtu.be/u3FES9W8P04  

(6:02) (LO1) (LO7)  

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 5 (LO1) 
(LO7)   

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7) Assignment:  

• Quiz 3 over Chapters 11  
& 12 (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

Week Six:  

Understanding  

Personality  

Disorders and  

Disorders 
Common 
Among 
Children and 
Adolescents  

Read:  

• Chapter 13: Personality Disorders (LO1)  
(LO7) (LO9)  

• Chapter 14: Disorders Common Among  
Children and Adolescents (LO1) (LO7)  

(LO8) (LO9)  

• Movie Rubric (LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  
Watch  

• Chapter 13: Personality Disorders 
Powerpoint Presentation (LO1) (LO7) 
(LO9)  

• Chapter 14: Disorders Common Among 
Children and Adolescents Powerpoint  

Presentation (LO1) (LO7) (LO8) (LO9)  

• Watch YouTube Video -- Personality 
Disorders: Crash Course Psychology #34  
https://youtu.be/4E1JiDFxFGk  
(10:57) (LO1) (LO7)  

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 6 (LO1) 
(LO7)   

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7)  

  

Assignment  

• Watch a movie that can be 
found in the Movie  
Rubric (LO1) (LO7)  

(LO9)  

• Complete the Movie 
Review following the details 
found in the Movie Rubric : 
Turnitin  
(LO1) (LO7) (LO9)  

  

Week Seven:  

Understanding 
Disorders of 
Aging and 
Cognition and 
societal 
expectations of 
Mental Health 

Read: 

• Chapter 15:  Disorders of Aging and 
Cognition (LO1) (LO7) (LO8) (LO9)  

• Chapter 16:  Law, Society, and the Mental 
Health Profession (LO3) (LO10) (LO11)  

• Journal Review for the Abnormal Disorder  

Journal Review Assignment (LO1) (LO7)  

(LO8) (LO9)  

Watch  

• Chapter 15:  Disorders of Aging and 
Cognition Powerpoint Presentation (LO1)  
(LO7) (LO8) (LO9)  

• Chapter 16:  Law, Society, and the Mental 

Health Profession Powerpoint  
Presentation (LO3) (LO10) (LO11)  

• Watch YouTube Video -- What is 
Dementia?  https://youtu.be/t--mkzfHuIE  

• (21:16) (LO1) (LO7) (LO8) (LO9)   

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 7 (LO1) 

(LO7)   

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7)  

  

Assignment  

• Complete the Abnormal 
Disorder Journal Review  

Turnitin (LO1) (LO7) (LO8) 
(LO9) 

https://youtu.be/u3FES9W8P04
https://youtu.be/u3FES9W8P04
https://youtu.be/4E1JiDFxFGk
https://youtu.be/4E1JiDFxFGk
https://youtu.be/t--mkzfHuIE
https://youtu.be/t--mkzfHuIE
https://youtu.be/t--mkzfHuIE
https://youtu.be/t--mkzfHuIE


 

Week Eight: Final  

Review of 
Abnormal  

Psychology   

Read:  

• Final Cumulative Study Guide (LO1 – 
LO11)  

  

Participate:  

• Forum Posting 8 (LO1) 
(LO7)   

• Peer Responses (LO1)  
(LO7)  

  

Assignment:  

• Complete Final  
Cumulative Exam (LO1 – 

LO11)  

 


