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Catalog Description: 
Part of UIW Core Curriculum, this course is writing-intensive, focusing on diverse themes and stressing argumentative and 
persuasive writing. Special emphasis is placed on research skills and critical thinking abilities.  This course must be 
completed with a minimum grade of C. 
 
Prerequisite: English Composition I - ENGL1311 

Course Overview: 
Composition involves generating and exploring new ideas while taking into consideration a variety of purposes, audiences, 
contexts, and conventions. With an understanding of the social nature of composition, this course introduces strategies for 
critical thinking, reading, and composing in emerging 21st-century communication situations. This is a writing-intensive 
course focusing on diverse themes and stressing argumentative and persuasive writing and logical reasoning. Special 
emphasis is placed on information literacy and scholarly presentation of sources, using APA style.  

Course Outcomes 
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to 

Assessments 
These objectives will be assessed by 

Analyze and interpret samples of arguments, identifying and 
explaining the use of rhetorical strategies 

Focused reading, Discussions, Research Project, Exams 

Discover and evaluate credible source material and integrate 
those sources into longer writings 

Research & Project, Exams 

Use and cite appropriate evidence in writings Research Proposal & Project, Exams 

Develop writing projects through multiple drafts1 Position Essay, Research Proposal & Project 

Create and sustain arguments based on reading, research, and 
personal experience 

Critical responses, Discussions, Position Essay, Research 
Proposal & Project 

Observe how genre conventions shape and are shaped by 
readers’ and writers’ practices and purposes1  

Focused reading, Discussions, Blogs, Research Proposal & 
Project, Exams 

Use a variety of technologies to address a range of audiences1  Discussions, Blogs, Research Proposal & Project 

Demonstrate an understanding of APA conventions, citing 
primary and secondary source material 

Critical responses, Discussions, Blogs Research Project, 
Final Exam 

To analyze images as text1 Critical responses, Discussions, Blogs Research Project 
 
 
Class Syllabus Statement regarding Disability and Title IX  
Disability Accommodations: 

The University of the Incarnate Word is committed to providing a supportive, challenging, diverse, and integrated 
environment for all students. In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act – Subpart E, Title III of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Title III of the ADA Amendments Act of 2008 (ADAAA), the University ensures accessibility to 

 
1 Council of Writing Program Administrators (2014). WPA Outcomes Statement for First-Year 
Composition (3.0). Retrieved http://wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html 

http://wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html


its programs, services and activities for qualified students with documented disabilities. To qualify for services, the student 
must provide Student Disability Services with the appropriate documentation of his or her disability at the time services 
and/or accommodations are requested. 

Academic Integrity Policy 

University of the Incarnate Word is strongly committed to the nurturing of academic excellence. The University 
expects its students to pursue and maintain truth, honesty, and personal integrity in their academic work. 
Academic dishonesty, in any form, constitutes a serious threat to the freedoms, which define an academic 
community. The following definitions and guidelines have therefore been established to secure the maintenance 
of academic integrity at Incarnate Word. 

UIW Course Policies, Guidelines and Accommodations  
 

This course complies with all UIW academic policies and federal guidelines, including but not limited to: 
academic integrity, disability accommodations, pregnancy accommodations, Title IX non-discrimination, and 
class absences for religious observances.  Current policy statements will be provided to all students through the 
learning management system and in information provided on the first day of class. Hyperlink takes you to 
Blackboard, please click on UIW Course Policies, Guidelines and Accommodations tab. 

 

Updated 01/2020 

  
Required E-Texts:  
 
There is no textbook for this course. Readings will consist of online readings and instructor-created materials. 

Catalog Description: 
Part of UIW Core Curriculum, this course is writing-intensive, focusing on diverse themes and stressing argumentative and 
persuasive writing. Special emphasis is placed on research skills and critical thinking abilities. This course must be 
completed with a minimum grade of C.     
 
  

Outcomes Assessments will be a combination of the 
following 

1. Critical and Creative Thinking: to analyze 
information logically and to utilize and 
transform knowledge in fair-minded, 
purposeful, and imaginative ways. 
  
2. Effective Communication: to write and 
speak clearly and persuasively and to convey 
meaning effectively in non-verbal contexts. 
  
3. Media/Technology: to understand the 
benefits and limitations of technology and 
media and how to use them in socially positive 
ways. 

1. Analyze and interpret samples of arguments, 
identifying and explaining the use of rhetorical 
strategies 

2. Discover and evaluate credible source 
material and integrate those sources into 
longer writings  

3. Use and cite appropriate evidence in writings 
4. Develop writing projects through multiple 

drafts 
5. Create and sustain arguments based on 

reading, research, and personal experience 

https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-Academic-Policies/Grades-and-Academic-History-Policies/Academic-Integrity-Policy
https://www.uiw.edu/academics/academicpolicies.html


  
4. Research: to synthesize the gathering, 
evaluating, and interpreting of data in a study 
or creative work that can be shared with a 
community of scholars. 
  
5. Global and Historical Consciousness: to 
understand and be sensitive to the ways 
humans have been influenced by cultural, 
religious, and ethnic traditions, by economic 
forces, and by environmental opportunities 
and limitations. 
  
6. Aesthetic Engagement: to realize the 
significant role that aesthetic experience and 
the visual/performing arts play in shaping 
meaningful lives. 

 
7. Quantitative/Scientific Analysis: to use 
mathematical reasoning and the scientific 
method to address issues in an increasingly 
complex technological world. 
  
8. Social Justice: to use ethical decision-
making skills to evaluate the consequences of 
personal behavior as well as the policies and 
practices of groups and systems. 
  
9. Professionalism: to develop leadership 
qualities that help achieve personal goals and 
contribute to the good of society through 
work. 
  
10. Integration/Spirituality: to understand the 
importance of developing as a whole person 
who is spiritually mature and dedicated to 
being a productive and responsible citizen. 

 
 

6. Observe how genre conventions shape and 
are shaped by readers’ and writers’ practices 
and purposes  

7. Use a variety of technologies to address a 
range of audiences  

8. Demonstrate an understanding of APA 
conventions, citing primary and secondary 
source material 

9. Analyze images as text 

 

      

 
 

 

Course Assessments and Grading Scale 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grading Criteria: 
 
A: Meets the requirements of the assignment and presents an outstanding perspective on it. The thesis might be 
exceptional or the material used to support it may be highly inventive. The organization is logical, the prose is cohesive and 
clear, and there are only one or two minor technical errors, such as an occasional typo. The prose is stylistically interesting, 
containing a varied and skillful sentence structure and effective word choice. 
B: Meets the requirements of the assignment and builds upon a solid unified thesis. The organization is logical, prose is 
cohesive and clear, and presented evidence is adequate. Sentence construction is skillful with no major problems. There are 
only one or two lapses in consistency of presentation. Technical errors are few and relatively minor, such as misplaced 
commas or poor word choice. 
C: Meets the requirements of the assignment. The thesis is generally clear, although does no more than rely upon ideas 
often presented about the subject. The concepts may be disorganized, and evidence may be insufficient. Some ideas may 
lack development or be unsupported. There are several technical errors, and a few of them may be serious: faulty 
agreement, run-on sentences, garbled constructions. Overall, the C paper is still understandable and contains some good 
points. 
D: Fails to meet the requirements of the assignment adequately. The thesis may lack clarity, and the evidence offered in its 
support may be insufficient or poorly presented. The organization is not clearly presented. There are many errors. 
Sentences are so poorly constructed that they interfere with meaning. The D paper does show some understanding of the 
subject and an effort to establish and support a thesis. 
F: Fails to meet the requirements of the assignment. The thesis is never established or lacks unity. The organization is 
illogical, and transitions between ideas are insufficient. Support for ideas is scant. Technical errors are numerous. Sentences 
are incoherent because of construction. The paper shows little understanding of the subject. 

 
Participation, Punctuality and Attendance: Requirements and Expectations for In-person Classes 

• Attendance: Abide by the UIW Attendance Policy as stated in the Catalog: 
https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-
Academic-Policies/Attendance-and-Religious-Observance-Policies 

• Eating and Smoking: NOT ALLOWED in class 
• Talking and Messaging using mobile devices: NOT ALLOWED in class 
• Copies of homework, tests, exams, and e-mail communication: Save for your records 
• Assignments and homework with due dates: Expected to be turned-in on time

 
 
Grades and Feedback: Because constructive feedback is crucial to learning and growth for even the most seasoned writers, 
students will receive feedback and suggestions for improvement on all assignments. Grades, rubrics, and written comments 
will be available on Blackboard throughout the term. Essay feedback will be posted within a week of the due date, and weekly 
discussion feedback will be posted by the following Tuesday. 

 On Ground Requirement        Points 
   
     Bb Discussions    120 
     Quizzes          20 
     Critical Reflections   120 
     Position Essay                           70 
     Midterm Exam     70 
     Research Proposal                   100             
     Research Project              200  
     Final Exam     100  

                   
     Total:            800 
 

 Online Requirement                Points 
   
     Bb Discussions    240 
     Quizzes         20 
     Position Essay                            70 
     Midterm Exam     70 
     Research Proposal                  100         
     Research Project              200  
     Final Exam     100  

                   
     Total:            800 
 

https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-Academic-Policies/Attendance-and-Religious-Observance-Policies
https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-Academic-Policies/Attendance-and-Religious-Observance-Policies
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Late Work: All assignments have clear and specific due dates. This course cannot be successfully completed if any essay 
assignments are missing. If you have a discrepancy with a due date, you must contact the instructor at least 24 hours in 
advance to arrange a workable extension. Late work is accepted up to one week after the due date, but with a 5% deduction 
for each calendar day. Students can avoid this deduction by making arrangements with the instructor beforehand. No late work 
will be accepted after the last day of class. Generally, assignments are due on Saturday at 23:59 CST (online) or during regular 
weekly class meetings (on ground).  
 
Support Systems: 
 
Students should note that, because this is an accelerated course, the weekly workload is twice what it would be for a 
traditional 16-week term. This means that the class represents a significant time commitment in its assigned reading and 
writing. The best thing students can do to help themselves succeed is simply to plan: set aside time each week for participating 
on the forum/in class and working on major assignments. Reach out to the instructor whenever there is a need. Take 
advantage of the resources provided and be proactive in seeking out learning materials to deepen understanding of the course 
concepts. In an accelerated course like this one, self-motivation is key.  
 

UIW Support Services: 
 
UIW Online Writing Center (“OWC”) 
Students are expected to utilize the OWC for major assignments. The tutors will offer feedback to help guide you in the 
invention, drafting, and revision processes of your writing. To submit a draft, visit their website and click on “Contact” in the 
upper right corner 
 
Website: http://uiw.edu/owc/ 
 
UIW Help Desk Services @ the Media Center 
Help Desk personnel are located at the front desk of the Media Center Computer Lab, which is located on the ground floor of 
the UIW Mabee Library.  The desk is open to serve the UIW community Monday through Saturday (M-Th,  7 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Fri 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat, 8 a.m. to noon).  
 
When to Call the Help Desk 
Call the Help Desk or submit a ticket when you have technical troubles or need service with: 
• Computer hardware 
• Software 
• Email 
• Blackboard 
• MyWord 
• Username and password 

 
LIBRARY HELP DESK 
For help with research questions or other library needs. www.uiw.edu/library/research_help/ask.html 
 
24×7 HELP DESK 
After daytime work hours, there is a 24X7 Help Desk Service that the UIW community can call to report problems and to seek 
assistance.    
            
CONNECTING ON CAMPUS 
On-campus @ extension 2721 | Locally @ 210-829-2721 Toll-free @ 1-866-614-5043 | helpdesk@uiwtx.edu 
 
Course Overview: 
 
(The numbers in parentheses represent Alternative Instruction Equivalency hours. These are the Alternative Learning 
Equivalencies for this course.  It is an expectation for the minimum amount of time (hours) you will spend on each 

http://uiw.edu/owc/
https://ellucian.webex.com/ellucian/supportcenter/webacd.wbx?WQID=b3bc58f7849ece7c6aa2cc0618cbb1a6
https://ellucian.webex.com/ellucian/supportcenter/webacd.wbx?WQID=b3bc58f7849ece7c6aa2cc0618cbb1a6
mailto:helpdesk@uiwtx.edu
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topic during the week.  Its primary purpose is for accreditation.  I just did not want you to be confused when you 
see them in the table below.) 

 
For a detailed list of readings and assignments, please see the Weekly Lesson Plan for each week. 
 
 
 

Content Focus Assessments 

 
Week 1 
 
Arguments and Rhetoric 
 
  

 
Week One Quiz due Saturday 23:59 CST (1) 
 
Week 1 Discussions (3.5) 
 

 
Week 2 
 
Rhetoric Continued - Argument Types 
 
  

 
Week 2 Discussions (3.5) 
 

 
Week 3 
 
Argument Thesis Statements 
 

 
Position Essay due Saturday 23:59 CST  
 
Week 3 Discussions (3.5) 
 

 
Week 4 
  
Ethos, Pathos, and Logos. 
 
 

 
Midterm Exam due Saturday 23:59 CST (2) 
 
Week 4 Discussions (3.5) 
 

 
Week 5 
 
Evaluating and Incorporating Sources 
 
 

 
Research Proposal due Saturday 23:59 CST  
 
Week 5 Discussions (3.5) 

 
Week 6 
 
Working on the Research Argument 
 
 

 
Week 6 Discussions (3.5) 
 

 
Week 7 
 
Approaching a Final Draft 

 
Submit Research Argument draft to the OWC 
by Wednesday 
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Week 7 Discussions (3.5) 
 

 
Week 8 
 
Final Exam 
 
 

 
Research Argument due Wednesday 23:59 
CST 
 
Week 8 Discussions (3.5) 
 

***Final Exam due Friday 17:00 CST*** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Rubric (used each week) 
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Criteria Exemplary—6-5 pts.  Proficient—4-3 pts.  Needs Work—2-0 pts. 

Quantity Exceeds weekly 
minimum for postings. 
Clear and meaningful 
interaction with peers.  

Meets weekly minimum for 
postings.  Some meaningful 
interaction with peers. 

Does NOT meet weekly 
minimum for postings.  No 
meaningful interaction with 
peers.  

Timeliness Postings are spaced 
out evenly throughout 
the week to display 
evolution of learning 
and increasing 
rhetorical 
understanding.  

Postings are made on 2-3 days 
throughout the week.  
Evidence of some evolution of 
learning and increasing 
rhetorical understanding.  

Postings are submitted late 
and/or all on the same day.  
There is little or no evidence 
of growth in learning 
throughout the week.  

Content 
quality 

Postings exhibit clear 
and thorough 
engagement with a 
variety of perspectives.   

Postings are on-topic and 
exhibit some engagement with 
the content focus. Postings 
may be limited in scope and 
depth.   

Postings are off-topic and/or 
merely summarize the content 
focus.  Postings may largely 
consist of agreement with 
previous posts rather than 
displays of individual 
engagement/understanding.  

Stylistic 
quality 

Postings are free of 
distraction from 
unintentional grammar, 
spelling or citation 
issues.   

Evidence of reflection 
and editing in postings.  

Postings are generally free of 
distracting unintentional 
grammar, spelling, or citation 
issues.  Little evidence of 
previewing and editing before 
posting.  

Postings exhibit significant 
distractions that interfere with 
the communication potential.  
No evidence of previewing 
and editing posts.  

Critical 
analysis 

Evidence of critical 
thinking within and 
across postings.  
Connections drawn 
across content and 
concepts.   

Examples include:  

*citing relevant 
research to extend the 
discussion 

*asking thought-
provoking questions 

Some evidence of critical 
thinking within and across 
postings. Attempts to make 
critical connections between 
content and concepts.  

Attempts include:  

*citing relevant passages within 
the assigned readings/lectures 

*reframing an ongoing 
discussion point.  

Little evidence of critical 
thinking. Postings are 
summaries of content lacking 
adequate introspection and 
analysis. Little or no 
connection between content 
and concepts.  

 

No evidence of attempts to 
extend the discussion beyond 
the assigned 
readings/lectures.  
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