
UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD 

Extended Academic Programs 
School of Professional Studies 

 
ENGL2310 

World Literature Studies 
Course Syllabus 

 

Catalog Description: 
Part of the UIW Core Curriculum, this course includes close reading and discussion of texts of 
all kinds from a wide range of periods and societies to reveal the diversity of literature as a 
means of cultural statement. 

 
Prerequisites: ENGL 1311, 1312 (may be taken concurrently with ENGL 1312) 

 
Required Texts: 
Achebe, C. (1994). Things fall apart. New York, NY: Anchor Books. (Original work 

published 1959). 
Conrad, J. (1990). Heart of darkness. New York, NY: Dover. (Original work published 1902). 
Mason, H. (2003). Gilgamesh: A verse narrative. Boston MA: Houghton Mifflin. 
Shakespeare, W. (1999). The tempest. Mineola, NY: Dover. (Original work published 1623). 

 
Course Overview: 
This course is designed to study representative texts of world literature from antiquity to the 
present, emphasizing consideration of their literary, cultural, and human significance within 
global literary traditions. Close reading of the assigned literary works will help develop our 
appreciation of literature as a finely crafted, multidimensional art form. Readings of literary 
criticism will expand our knowledge of methods of literary analysis, of what has been and can be 
said about a work of art. An important goal of this course is to promote an understanding of the 
works in their cultural and historical contexts and of the enduring human values uniting different 
literary traditions and genres.  Students will be actively involved in the continued development 
of competencies of expression in 21st-century composition while also developing core learning 
outcomes. 

UIW’s 10 Core Learning Outcomes 
The Core Curriculum is a common experience for all UIW undergraduates, intended to assure 
that every student accomplishes ten broad Core educational goals with specified learning 
outcomes in the following areas: 

 
1. Critical and Creative Thinking: to analyze information logically and to utilize and 
transform knowledge in fair-minded, purposeful, and imaginative ways. 



2. Effective Communication: to write and speak clearly and persuasively and to convey 
meaning effectively in non-verbal contexts. 

 
3. Media/Technology: to understand the benefits and limitations of technology and 
media and how to use them in socially positive ways. 

 
4. Research: to synthesize the gathering, evaluating, and interpreting of data in a study or 
creative work that can be shared with a community of scholars. 

 
5. Global and Historical Consciousness: to understand and be sensitive to the ways 
humans have been influenced by cultural, religious, and ethnic traditions, by economic 
forces, and by environmental opportunities and limitations. 

 
6. Aesthetic Engagement: to realize the significant role that aesthetic experience and the 
visual/performing arts play in shaping meaningful lives. 

 
7. Quantitative/Scientific Analysis: to use mathematical reasoning and the scientific 
method to address issues in an increasingly complex technological world. 

 
8. Social Justice: to use ethical decision-making skills to evaluate the consequences of 
personal behavior as well as the policies and practices of groups and systems. 

 
9. Professionalism: to develop leadership qualities that help achieve personal goals and 
contribute to the good of society through work. 

 
10. Integration/Spirituality: to understand the importance of developing as a whole 
person who is spiritually mature and dedicated to being a productive and responsible 
citizen. 

(sites.uiw.edu March 1, 2015) 
 
 

Course Outcomes 
Upon completion of the course, students will 
be able to 

Assessments 
These objectives will be assessed by 

Apply a critical analytical lens to works of 
fiction, drama, and poetry 

Focused reading, discussion participation, 
essays, exams, Final Project Blog 

Search, select, and evaluate multimedia and 
multimodal resources 

Discussion participation and Final 
Project/Research Essay 

Utilize standard information technology tools to 
manage research sources and documentation 

Discussion participation, essays, Final 
Project/Research Essay 

Consistently and accurately incorporate APA 
standards to assure academic integrity 

Discussion participation, essays, exams, Final 
Project/Research Essay 

Compose literary analyses for a variety of 
intended audiences and purposes 

Discussion participation, essays, exams, Final 
Project/Research Essay 



On Ground Requirement Points Hybrid/Blended Requirement Points 

Apply active critical reading skills to engage with 
multimodal texts and authors 

Focused reading, discussion participation, 
essays, Final Project/Research Essay 

Compose developed analyses that convey a 
strong arguable thesis and are supported by 
concrete textual evidence 

Discussion participation, essays, exams, Final 
Project/Research Essay 

 
 
Academic Integrity Policy 
  
University of the Incarnate Word is strongly committed to the nurturing of academic excellence. The University expects 
its students to pursue and maintain truth, honesty, and personal integrity in their academic work. Academic dishonesty, in 
any form, constitutes a serious threat to the freedoms, which define an academic community. The following definitions 
and guidelines have therefore been established to secure the maintenance of academic integrity at Incarnate Word. 
 
UIW Course Policies, Guidelines and Accommodations  
 
This course complies with all UIW academic policies and federal guidelines, including but not limited to: academic 
integrity, disability accommodations, pregnancy accommodations, Title IX non-discrimination, and class absences for 
religious observances.  Current policy statements will be provided to all students through the learning management system 
and in information provided on the first day of class. Hyperlink takes you to Blackboard, please click on UIW Course 
Policies, Guidelines and Accommodations tab. 

 
Updated 01/2020 

a grade of zero for the assignment, failure of the course, or expulsion from the program. UIW's 
Academic Integrity Policy, including definitions and consequences, begins on page 18 of this 
document: http://eap.uiw.edu/assets/file/EAP_2014-2016_Student-Handbook.pdf 
 

Course Drop Information 
It is the student's responsibility to drop their course within the 100% refund period to avoid 
assessment of tuition and fees. There will not be a university-initiated drop for non-participation. 
If you do not plan to attend, you must drop your courses by Friday at 5 PM of the first week of 
the term to be within the 100% refund period. For ADCaP students, you may do so by calling or 
emailing your advisor. A $50 administrative fee is applied for each dropped course. ARMY 
Students must drop their course(s) through GoArmyEd and the drop fee will be waived. 

 
Course Assessments and Grading Scale 

 
 
 
 

In-class Discussions 120 Blackboard Discussions 120 
Quizzes 20 In Class Discussions & activities 120 
Critical Reflections 120 Quizzes 20 
Essay 1 70 Essay 1 70 
Midterm Exam 70 Midterm Exam 70 
Essay 2/Ann Bib 100 Essay 2/Ann Bib 100 
Final Project/Research Essay 200 Final Project/Research Essay 200 
Final Exam 100 

Total: 800 

Final Exam  
 

Total: 

100 
 
800 

https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-Academic-Policies/Grades-and-Academic-History-Policies/Academic-Integrity-Policy
https://www.uiw.edu/academics/academicpolicies.html
http://eap.uiw.edu/assets/file/EAP_2014-2016_Student-Handbook.pdf


 
 

the UIW Grading Scale, but subject to 240  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Requirement 
 
Blackboard Discussions 

Points 
This point system corresponds to 

Quizzes 20 changes during term: 
Essay 1 70 
Midterm Exam 70  745-800 A 556-614 C 
Essay 2/Ann Bib 100  720-744 A- (no C-)  
Final Project/Research Essay 200  695-719 B+ 535-555 D+ 
Final Exam  100   665-694 B 500-534 D 

   640-664 B- 475-499 D- 
Total: 800  615-639 C+ <475 F 



Grading Criteria 
A: Meets the requirements of the assignment and presents an outstanding perspective 
on it. The thesis might be exceptional or the material used to support it may be highly 
inventive. The organization is logical, the prose is cohesive and clear, and there are only 
one or two minor technical errors, such as an occasional typo. The prose is stylistically 
interesting, containing a varied and skillful sentence structure and effective word 
choice. 

B: Meets the requirements of the assignment and builds upon a solid unified thesis. The 
organization is logical, prose is cohesive and clear, and presented evidence is adequate. 
Sentence construction is skillful with no major problems. There are only one or two 
lapses in consistency of presentation. Technical errors are few and relatively minor, such 
as misplaced commas or poor word choice. 

C: Meets the requirements of the assignment. The thesis is generally clear, although 
does no more than rely upon ideas often presented about the subject. The concepts may 
be disorganized, and evidence may be insufficient. Some ideas may lack development 
or be unsupported. There are several technical errors, and a few of them may be serious: 
faulty agreement, run-on sentences, garbled constructions. On the whole, the C paper is 
still understandable and contains some good points. 

D: Fails to meet the requirements of the assignment adequately. The thesis may lack 
clarity, and the evidence offered in its support may be insufficient or poorly presented. 
The organization is not clearly presented. There are many errors. Sentences are so 
poorly constructed that they interfere with meaning. The D paper does show some 
understanding of the subject and an effort to establish and support a thesis. 

F: Fails to meet the requirements of the assignment. The thesis is never established or 
lacks unity. The organization is illogical, and transitions between ideas are insufficient. 
Support for ideas is scant. Technical errors are numerous. Sentences are incoherent 
because of construction. The paper shows little understanding of the subject. 

 
Participation, Punctuality and Attendance: Requirements and Expectations for In-person 
Classes 

• Attendance: Abide by the UIW Attendance Policy as stated in the Catalog: 
https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-
Academic-Policies/Attendance-and-Religious-Observance-Policies 

• Eating and Smoking: NOT ALLOWED in class 
• Talking and Messaging using mobile devices: NOT ALLOWED in class 
• Copies of homework, tests, exams, and e-mail communication: Save for your records 
• Assignments and homework with due dates: Expected to be turned-in on time

https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-Academic-Policies/Attendance-and-Religious-Observance-Policies
https://uiw.smartcatalogiq.com/en/2019-2020/Catalog/VII-Institutional-Academic-Policies/Attendance-and-Religious-Observance-Policies


Grades and Feedback: Because constructive feedback is crucial to learning and growth for 
even the most seasoned writers, students will receive feedback and suggestions for improvement 
on all assignments. Grades, rubrics, and written comments will be available on Blackboard 
throughout the term. 

 
Late Work: All assignments have clear and specific due dates. This course cannot be 
successfully completed if any assignments are missing. Late work will not be accepted. 

 
Support Systems: 
Students should note that, because this is an accelerated course, the weekly workload is twice 
what it would be for a traditional 16-week term. This means that the class represents a 
significant time commitment in its assigned reading and writing. The best thing students can do 
to help themselves succeed is simply to plan ahead: set aside time each week for participating on 
the forum/in class and working on major assignments. Reach out to the instructor whenever 
there's a need. Take advantage of the resources provided and be proactive in seeking out learning 
materials to deepen understanding of the course concepts. In an accelerated course like this one, 
self-motivation is key. 

 
UIW Support Services: 
UIW Online Writing Center (“OWC”) 
Students are expected to utilize the OWC for major assignments. The tutors will offer feedback 
to help guide you in the invention, drafting, and revision processes of your writing. To submit a 
draft, visit their website and click on “Contact” in the upper right corner. 
Website: http://uiw.edu/owc/ 

 

UIW Help Desk Services @ The Media Center 
Help Desk personnel are located at the front desk of the Media Center Computer Lab, which is 
located on the ground floor of the UIW Mabee Library. The desk is open to serve the UIW 
community Monday through Saturday (Monday-Thursday, 7 AM-7 PM; Friday 7 AM-5 PM.; 
Saturday, 8 AM-noon). 

 
When to Call the Help Desk 
Call the Help Desk or submit a ticket when you have technical troubles or need service with: 
• Computer hardware 
• Software 
• Email 
• Blackboard 
• MyWord 
• Username and password 

http://uiw.edu/owc/


 

24×7 HELP DESK 
After daytime work hours, there is a 24X7 Help Desk Service that the UIW community can call 
to report problems and to seek assistance. 

 
CONNECTING ON CAMPUS 
On-campus @ extension 2721 | Locally @ 210-829-2721 Toll-free @ 1-866-614-5043 | 
helpdesk@uiwtx.edu 

mailto:helpdesk@uiwtx.edu


Course Overview 
(The numbers in parentheses represent Alternative Instruction Equivalency hours, as this is a 
blended course.) 

***If an assignment changes in its scope or deadline/due date, an 
announcement will be used on Blackboard and sent by Cardinal 

mail*** 
 

Content Focus Assessments 

Our calendar week for this course will go Saturday through Friday. 

 
Week 1: Introduction to World Literature 

 
Course Introduction 
Guide to Literary Analysis 

 
 

 
 Syllabus Quiz due by Friday 11:59 PM (.5) 

 
 APA Refresher Quiz due Friday 11:59 PM (.5) 

 
 Read lecture notes on literary analysis in week one 

Notes folder (.5) 
 
 View Annenberg video about Gilgamesh and complete 

assignment (1.0) 
 
 Week 1 Discussions—there are two (2.0) 

 
Week 2: Postcolonial Analysis, Gilgamesh 

 
Postcolonial Theory 
The Epic of Gilgamesh 

 
 

 
 Read Post-Colonial lecture notes in week two Notes 

folder (.5) 
 
 Read The Epic of Gilgamesh; take notes as you read on 

Post-Colonial Themes (use the cheat sheet) (1.0) 
 
 Week 2 Discussions (1.5) 

 
Week 3: The Tempest, Acts I & II 

 
The Tempest 

 
 

 
 Read The Tempest lecture notes in week three Notes 

folder (.5) 
 
 Read Acts I and II; take notes as you read on your Post- 

Colonial Themes(use the cheat sheet) (1.0) 
 
 Essay 1 due Friday 11:59 PM (2) 

 
 Week 3 Discussions (1.5) 



 
Week 4: The Tempest, Acts III - V 

 
The Tempest 

 
 

 
 Read The Tempest lecture notes in week four Notes 

folder (.5) 
 
 Read Acts III-V; take notes as you read on your Post- 

Colonial Themes (use the cheat sheet) (1.0) 
 
 Midterm Exam due Friday 11:59 PM (2) 

 
 Week 4 Discussions (1.5) 

 
Week 5: Heart of Darkness, Part 1 

 
Heart of Darkness 

 
 

 
 Read Heart of Darkness Part I lecture notes in week 

five Notes folder (.5) 
 
 Read Part I; take notes as you read on your Post- 

Colonial Themes (use the cheat sheet) (1.0) 
 
 Heart of Darkness webquest due 6/2 by 11:59 PM 

 
Week 6: Heart of Darkness, Parts 2 & 3 

 
Heart of Darkness 

 
 

 
 Read Heart of Darkness Parts II and III lecture notes in 

week six Notes folder (.5) 

 Read Heart of Darkness Parts II and III; take notes as 
you read on your Post-Colonial Themes (use the cheat 
sheet) (1.0) 

 
 Essay 2 due Friday 11:59 PM (2) 

 
 Week 6 Discussions (1.5) 

 
Week 7: Things Fall Apart 

 
Things Fall Apart 

 
 

 Read part I of Things Fall Apart p. 1-125; take notes as 
you read on your Post-Colonial Themes (use the cheat 
sheet) (1.5) 

 Week 7 Discussions (1.5) 

 
Week 8: Things Fall Apart 

 
Things Fall Apart 

 
 

 Read part II and III of Things Fall Apart p. 129-209 
(1.5) 

 
 Final Project due Wednesday 11:59 PM (1) 

 
***Final Exam due Thursday 5:00 PM*** (2) 

 
APPROVED AS OF 2017 
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