
1 
 

University	of	the	Incarnate	Word	Syllabus/Course	Outline	
Course: HIST 1321 – The United States Part I 
Term: Summer II 2016 UIW Online 
Instructor: Jack Sarles 
Email: sarles@uiwtx.edu 
 
UIW Syllabus & UIW Information 

The United States Part I 
HIST1321 

Course Syllabus 
Fulfills CORE Requirement 

Pre-Requisites: None 
 

Course Outline: This course surveys the historical topics of U.S. History from pre-Columbian to 
the Civil War. The main emphasis is on the political, social, economic, and cultural events that 
shape the developing nation. 
 
Course Objectives:  At the end of this class, students should be able to recognize major 
landmarks of American History and their importance, and analyze and integrate historical 
knowledge.  European colonization, development of a unique America, Revolution, Nation 
Building, Sectional Division, and the Civil War should be recognized for their influence on America.  
Students should be able to analyze the United States’ place in world society and their place in a 
rapidly changing environment. In this manner, students will fulfill the university mission of 
becoming enlightened and aware citizens not just of the United States but of the world. 
 
Course Assessment: 
 

Course outcomes: Assessment: Upon completion of the course, students will 
be able to:  The objectives will be assessed by: 
articulate and analyze the important events 
and developments in American History to 
1865.  

essay tests, multiple choice quizzes, papers, 
reflective journals and reports on 
assignments outside the classroom 

discuss English colonization, American 
influences, Independence, Nation Building, 
Sectional Division, and the Civil War. 

essay tests,  multiple choice quizzes, papers 

assess the role of the United States in the 
world. 

essay tests,  multiple choice quizzes, papers 

understand and take responsibility for class 
requirements, grading, and material covered 
in the text and lectures      

performance on essay tests, quizzes and 
papers as well as class participation and 
discussion 

 
Disability Statement: The University of the Incarnate Word is committed to providing a 
supportive, challenging, diverse and integrated environment for all students. In accordance with 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act – Subpart E and Title III of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), the University ensures accessibility to its programs, services and activities for 
qualified students with documented disabilities.  For more information, contact: Student Disability 
Services, Administration Building, Suite 105, Ph. (210) 829-3997, Fax (210) 829-6078, Website: 
 http://www.uiw.edu/ada/ 

mailto:sarles@uiwtx.edu
http://www.uiw.edu/ada/
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Academic Integrity Statement:  University of the Incarnate Word is strongly committed to the 
nurturing of academic excellence. The University expects its students to pursue and maintain 
truth, honesty, and personal integrity in their academic work. Academic dishonesty, in any form, 
constitutes a serious threat to the freedoms, which define an academic community. For details on 
what constitutes academic dishonesty and its consequences, go to the following web address: 
http://www.uiw.edu/ugcat01-03/05.html#grades. 

IMPORTANT “DROP COURSE” INFORMATION: 
 
It is the student's responsibility to drop their course within the 100% refund period to avoid 
assessment of tuition and fees. There will not be a university-initiated drop for non-participation. 
If you do not plan to attend, you must drop your courses by Friday at 5 p.m. (CST) of the first week 
of the term to be within the 100% refund period.  You may do so by going to 
http://online.uiw.edu/course-drop-form.   A $50 administrative fee is applied for all drops from 
courses offered through the UIW Online.   
 
ARMY Students must drop their course(s) through GoArmyEd and the drop fee will be waived.  

On-Line Writing Center (OWC):  If you are having trouble writing or understanding what is and is 
not plagiarism, the OWC is there to help you.  E-mail - OWC@uiwtx.edu    Online – 
http://www.uiw.edu/owc    

E-Mail:   All official university communication will be sent to your UIW Cardinal E-mail account.  
This includes all correspondence AND all Blackboard Course Announcements you will receive 
from your instructor.  Yes, the Blackboard course e-mail automatically deposits into Cardinal Mail 
and does NOT connect to any of your other e-mail accounts.  You may use the course e-mail to 
contact classmates, but be aware that you must look in Cardinal Mail for any replies.  Please 
make sure you check your UIW Cardinal E-mail regularly.   
 
Blackboard Access:  Forgot your username or password?  Please contact the Help 
Desk: 829-2721 or helpdesk@uiwtx.edu. They are available 24/7/365. 
 
UIW Grading Scale:  A = 100-93, A- = 92-90, B+ = 89-87, B = 86-83, B- = 82-80, C+ = 79-77, C = 76-
70, D+ = 69-67, D = 66-63, D- 62-60, F = 59-0.  
 
A and A- indicates a superior grasp of the subject matter of the course, initiative and originality 
in attacking problems, and ability to relate knowledge to new situations.  
B+, B, and B- indicates better than average grasp of the subject matter of the course and ability 
to apply principles with intelligence.  
C+ and C indicates an acceptable grasp of the essentials of the course.  
D+, D, and D- indicates less than average performance in the course.  
F indicates failure to master the minimum essentials of the course. The course must be repeated. 
 
E-Book:  The course text is an e-book chosen and provided FREE to you by the University.  Open 
‘Course Outline’ to locate your e-book.  If you have trouble opening or downloading your FREE e-
book:  1. Open your web browser, click ‘tools’, click ‘Internet Options’ and delete temporary files, 
cookies, and history and then save.   If this does not work, please contact UIW Online toll-free 
(877) 827-2702 or in San Antonio at (210) 829-2702. 

http://www.uiw.edu/ugcat01-03/05.html#grades
https://webmail.uiwtx.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=cd30937c3b764c4bb16f0aecbcb55add&URL=http%3a%2f%2fonline.uiw.edu%2fcourse-drop-form
mailto:OWC@uiwtx.edu
http://www.uiw.edu/owc
mailto:helpdesk@uiwtx.edu
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Required Course Materials:  

 
• Your text book – see E-book immediately below,  
• MS Office Professional 2010 or similar version. 
• Computer with basic system requirements (Pentium or higher system and 28.8 or higher 

speed modem connection.)  
• Microsoft Office XP or higher on a Windows operating system or comparable Mac system, 

and 
• an Internet Service Provider (ISP) 

 
Course Outline NOT Legal Contract:  This is a guideline for the course and not a contract. Its 
terms may be altered when it is, in the instructor’s opinion, in the best interests of the class. 
 
 
 
 
Part I – Course Outline – Class Information:   
 
Introduction:  Welcome.  Here you will find answers to your questions.  If you can’t find an 
answer contact me at sarles@uiwtx.edu.   Part I is general information; Part II is class.   
 
Blackboard ‘Buttons’ – Please open your Blackboard course and familiarize yourself with these 
‘buttons’ to the left:   
 
1. ‘Announcements’ – Announcements are posted here AND sent to you via Cardinal Mail.   
 
2. ‘Course Outline and Book’ – Contains:  the ‘Course Outline’ and your required course e-book.  
Download both.  You WILL need them.   
 
3. ‘Weekly Lessons’ – This is where you post ALL work.  It is also where you find Weekly Class 
Notes.  Click ‘Week One Class Notes’ then click ‘Week One Class Notes for Discussion’.  Your 
Notes pop up and you can begin the Discussion process.  Same for Weeks 2 – 8.   
 
4. ‘E-Mail’ – I will be sending you information reminders from here.  You can use this or Cardinal 
Mail to contact me.  You can also use this to contact classmates.  ANY e-mail sent from here goes 
automatically to Cardinal Mail.  Course e-mail cannot be altered to go to other sources, so you 
must look in your Cardinal Mail.  I log on 1- 4 times each day to see if you have sent e-mail.  If I 
have not answered your e-mail within 48 hours resend it.  I either did not get your message, I’m in 
a coma, or I have departed this earth.  Unless it is options 2 or 3 you will hear back from me.  OK?         
  
5. ‘My Grades’ – Your grades and Rubrics are located here.  
 
6. Other ‘Buttons’ – Open each, familiarize yourself, and use as needed. 
 
Personal Opinion:  Before reading the sections on Plagiarism, please consider:  You will be writing 
Assignments, Discussions, and Essay Exams.  In these, you will give your ‘Personal Opinion’.  
Pasting information from the Internet seldom ever looks like ‘Personal Opinion’.  It looks like 
pasting information from the Internet, stands out like a ‘sore thumb’, is Plagiarism, and will bring 

mailto:sarles@uiwtx.edu
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consequences.   Please write your own ‘Personal Opinion’ and you will not need to worry about 
Plagiarism.     

Quotes:  You use quotes in two papers only.  Quotes are not allowed for Assignments and 
Discussions.  All writing will be yours and yours alone.  Ten Quotes are required for the 
Midterm Essay Exam.  Ten Quotes are required for the Final Essay Exam.  All 20 
quotes must come from the required course textbook.   

Plagiarism Statement:  Webster:  “To steal or purloin and pass off as one’s own ideas, writing, 
etc. of another”.  Using someone else’s exact written words without citing and quoting is 
Plagiarism.  Paraphrasing, even if citing is Plagiarism.  Adding a few words of your own to 
someone else’s written words is Plagiarism.  Improper quotes or citing are Plagiarism. Here is a 
web site to help:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html   

Plagiarism Guidelines:  I use both Safe Assign and Turnitin to detect plagiarism.  Safe Assign 
may be linked by Blackboard to your work.  If it is linked you can use it to see if any of your work 
is plagiarized.  Then you can fix it before I see it.  1. If a paper is put in Google, Safe Assign, or 
Turnitin plagiarism will be exposed.  2.  The student gets a 0 for the assignment and a copy goes 
to UIW Online for the student’s file.  3.  If a student plagiarizes a second time they get a zero for 
the course.  These are stiff penalties.  Are they worth the risk?       

Turnitin.com & Safe Assign:  “Students agree that by taking this course all required papers 
are subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com and to Safe Assign for 
detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the 
Turnitin.com and Safe Assign reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
such papers.  Use of the Turnitin.com and Safe Assign service is subject to the Terms and 
Conditions of Use posted on the Turnitin.com and Safe Assign sites.” 
 
MSWord:  Please, ONLY use MSWord.  I can’t open Works, Word Pad, ‘unknown’, etc.  If I can’t 
open it, I can’t grade it and you will earn a 70 for late work or even a ZERO. 
 
Study Objectives/Expectations: This course is not self-paced, nor is it open-ended. There is a 
beginning and ending date for each course, as well as assigned deadlines for Assignments, 
Discussions, and Essay Exams. Our class will be taught in a somewhat informal lecture and 
discussion format. Open-ended discussion is highly encouraged and students are invited to ask 
questions or raise points for discussion at any time. All of our discussion and person-to-person 
contact will be done through the website to maintain the integrity of the learning process. 
Questions or comments regarding grades or other personal matters should be sent directly to: 
sarles@uiwtx.edu.  This course is eight weeks long. We cannot possibly cover all aspects of 
history in that short period of time. You will do most of your work off-line, but you will be expected 
to access the website area at least five out of the seven days per week to submit work, retrieve 
assignments, read lectures, take exams, and participate in posted group discussion. Participation 
is critical to your successful completion of this class and will have a major bearing on your final 
grade.  Let me be clear that this does not mean you will not pass the course if you are on less 
than five days, but it makes it harder for you to complete the course because you will spend more 
time when you are on less often. 
 
Professionalism:  Your written work reflects your abilities to articulate your thoughts.  Use 
acceptable spelling, grammar, presentation, and organization when writing your Assignments, 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html
mailto:sarles@uiwtx.edu
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Discussions, and Essay Exams.  Be respectful of everyone in the class by always using 
academically appropriate language, especially in ‘Discussion’ when interacting with classmates.  
A good way to think of this is to treat these writings as though you are submitting them to your 
boss.  Points will be deducted so make use of things like ‘Spell-Check’. 
 
History Rationale: In public school you are all taught the same thing to prepare you to pass the 
state mandated exam.  I’m a retired public school teacher, so I know this from first-hand 
experience.  Here you do not need to pass a state mandated exam, so I allow you to make 
choices within certain parameters.  For Assignments you choose one question from a list.  Then 
you choose Internet sources that help you answer that question.   For Discussions you choose one 
topic from Weekly Class Notes and write about that topic.  Then you choose topics from at least 
three other students and write your thoughts about their writings.   Finally for your Midterm and 
Final Essay Exams you read the text book, choose items of interest in each chapter, and write 
about those items.  Granted, some of you may not like anything, but people usually find subjects 
more interesting if allowed to look for something they like.       
 
Grading: 
 

Assessment Your Sequence Weight 
8 
Assignments 
 

Choose one question from a list in Course Table, choose 
Internet sources to help you answer that question, post 
by Sunday of the given week.  (Week 8 post Wednesday) 

20% 

8 
Discussions  

Choose one topic from Weekly Class Notes, write about 
that topic, post Initial Discussion by Wednesday of the 
given week and comment on the discussions of 3 other 
students by Friday of the given week.  (Week 8 post 
Wednesday) 

32% 

Midterm 
Essay Exam  

Read required course textbook chapters, choose one or 
more items of interest from each chapter, write about 
those items, post by Sunday of Week 4. 

25% 

Final Essay 
Exam  

Read required course textbook chapters, choose one or 
more items of interest from each chapter, write about 
those items, post by Wednesday of Week 8. 

25% 

Total Grade   100% 
  
Working Ahead: If you wait something can happen, you miss a due date, and earn a 70 or even a 
0.  You do have to wait for Weeks 1-8 and for Class Notes to open, but everything else is open. 
 
Due Date Policy:  All work must be turned in by the due date to earn a 100.  After the due date a 
grade ranging from 70 to Zero (0) will be earned. If you have a problem that affects your doing 
work notify me at sarles@uiwtx.edu BEFORE the due date.  I will evaluate your situation on an 
individual basis.  It is too late after the due date, and your work is late. 

Due Dates: 

Weeks 1-7: 

1. Discussions – Your ‘Initial Discussion’ is due before midnight Central time each 
Wednesday.   Your ‘Three Replies’ to classmates are due before midnight Central 
time each Friday. 

mailto:sarles@uiwtx.edu
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Note:  Do not post your ‘Three Replies’ until after you post your Discussion.  Why?  I 
will grade your work and you will earn a 30.  To earn that 70 you need to keep your 
late discussion empty. 

 
2. Assignments – Your Assignments are due before midnight Central time each 
Sunday. 
 
3. Midterm Essay Exam – Your Midterm Essay Exam is due before midnight Central 
time on Sunday of Week 4.    

 Week 8 ONLY: 
 
1. Your Discussion, Assignment, and Final Essay Exam are ALL due before midnight 
Central time on the Wednesday of Week 8.  
 
2.  This is a good reason to take advantage of the rewards listed below.  Otherwise 
you will have 72 hours to get all of that completed. 

Late Work: 

1. Late Work is accepted for Weeks 1-6 Discussions, Assignments, and Midterm Essay 
Exam, but 30 points are deducted.  Example:  You earn an 80, your grade will be a 
50.  Work is late if turned in after the 'Due Date'.    Missing work will be given a 
grade of '1' in the Grade Book until it is made up.  If it is not made up the grade of '1' 
will be changed to a grade of '0'. 

2. All 'Late Work' must be turned in by 11:59 pm Central Time on Wednesday of Week 
7, but you are encouraged to turn it in sooner.  After that any missing work becomes 
a zero and can no longer be made up.   

3. There is no 'Late Work' for Week 7 & 8 so post that work on time or earn a zero 
that cannot be made up.    

Rewards: 

1. If at the end of Week 6 you have an overall 'A' average (92.5% or higher) you are 
exempt from doing the Week 8 Discussion.  I will place a grade of 100 in the grade 
book for those who earn the exemption.   

2.  If you post the Final Essay Exam before the end of Week 6 you only have to do a 
500+ word exam.  You would still discuss ALL required chapters but would write 
less.   Note:  If you post fewer than 500 words you are disqualified and must post a 
full 1000+ word exam during Week 8. 

(Week 8 is a short week so consider taking advantage of Rewards.) 
 
 
Part II – Your Class 
 
Your class consists of Assignments, Discussions, and Essay Exams.  Sources, no exceptions, 
will be the Internet for Assignments, weekly Class Notes for Discussions, and the 
Course E-book for Essay Exams.  This will give you a strong variety of required sources.  This 
is to be your own work, completed by you and you alone.  Do NOT do the same topic more than 
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one time.  If your Assignment was about George Washington, then find a new topic for your 
Discussion.  If you do the same topic twice, you will earn a zero for the second one.   
 
 ‘Breaking the Ice’:  Before we begin working let’s find out who we are.  Please post 
a bio that includes name, major, year at UIW, where you are from, where you work, 
and anything else you want to share.  Mine is posted.  

How do you post? Click the Discussion link.  When a new window opens click the 
‘Bios’ link and my bio will pop up.  Please read it and read any from classmates.  
Then scroll down click ‘Reply’, post your bio, and click ‘Submit’.   Your bio is up.  
Yes, this is also where we are going to do our Week One Discussion, so the Bio page 
will only stay up for a few days.  I will remove it so it does not get in the way of our 
graded work  

Here are the Assignment, Discussion, and Essay Exam Instructions followed by the Course Table.   
The Table tells you which chapters to read each week and provides each week’s Assignment 
Questions.   This material is posted here ONLY.   
 
Assignment Instructions   

Your work is graded based on this ‘Assignment Rubric’ so adhere to it.  After your 
Assignment has been graded open 'My Grades' to see your grade.  If you have a grade 
lower than 100 open the Rubric also located there to see why.  

 
Levels of Achievement  

Criteria  Below Expectations  Meets Expectations  Exceeds 
Expectations  

 
Spelling, Grammar, 
Mechanics, Use Proper 
Paragraphs, and Other 
Errors.  

0 Points 
3 or more errors  

10 Points 
1-2 errors  

20 Points 
0 errors  

 
Word Count. You must 
write enough to earn a 
grade.  

 
0 Points 
199 or fewer words  

 
40 Points 
200-249 words  

 
 
60 Points 
250 or more words  

Internet Source(s). 1-3 
sources.  No more; no 
less.  

 
 
0 Points 
No Internet Source 
used or poor source(s) 
used.  

 
 
10 Points 
Combination of good 
and poor Internet 
Sources used.  

 
20 Points 
Good Internet 
Source(s) used.  

1. Look at the ‘Course Table’ located below.  In the center section ‘Assignments’ locate the 
proper week, read the questions, and select one question to answer.  

2. Log on the Internet and find 1-3 college worthy sources that will help you answer the question.  
‘You Tube’ and ‘Khan Academy’ have good videos, and yes you can use videos.  Find sources that 
are interesting, but use common sense.  ‘Ms. Brown’s 2nd Grade Civics Project’ might be too 
‘elementary’.  Do not use Wikipedia.  You will lose 20 points.   

3. Using information from your Internet source(s), type the entire question, type your answer, and 
paste the full web address (URL) of the source(s) immediately below your answer.   
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Do this on an MSWord.docx and do a word count, spell check, proof read, and check your work 
against the Rubric.  

4. Open your Blackboard course, click ‘Weekly Lessons’, click ‘Week One’ folder, click ‘Week One 
Assessments’, click ‘Week One Assignment’, click the ‘Write Submission’ button, paste your 
Assignment in the 'Submission' box, and click the 'Submit' button.  If Safe Assign is 
linked to this paper please check back to see how Safe Assign rates your work for 
plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is discussed in Part I.)  (Repeat process for weeks 2-8)   
 
5.  (Optional).  If you find an Internet site you would like to share:  Open your 
Blackboard course, click ‘Weekly Lessons’, click ‘Week One’ folder, click ‘Week One Media 
Links’, click ‘Week 1 Blog’, click ‘Week `1 Internet Source’ click the ‘Comment’ 
button, type a title and post the entire Internet Source blue hyperlink along with a 
short comment about it.   
 
Discussion Instructions    
 
(Do NOT repeat the Assignment topic.  If your Assignment was George Washington, find a new 
topic or earn a zero that can’t be made up.)   

(Why post in Discussion?  You can only see classmate work in Discussion.  You need 
to comment; you need to see the work.)       

Your work is graded based on this ‘Classroom Discussion Rubric’ so adhere to it.  
After your Classroom Discussion has been graded open 'My Grades' to see your 
grade.  If you have a grade lower than 100 open the Rubric also located there to see 
why.   
  Levels of Achievement  

Criteria  Below Expectations  Meets 
Expectations  

Exceeds 
Expectations  

 
Spelling, Grammar, Mechanics, 
Using Proper Paragraphs, & 
Other Errors.  

 
0 Points 
3 or more errors  

 
10 Points 
1-2 errors  

 
20 Points 
0 errors  

 
Word Count. You must write 
enough to earn a grade.  

 
 
0 Points 
199 words or fewer.  

 
40 Points 
200-249 words.  

 
 
60 Points 
250 or more 
words.  

 
Replies. There is no Word 
Count, but you must explain 
WHY you agree, disagree, etc.   

 
0 Points 
0 Good replies  

 
 
10 Points 
1-2 GOOD replies  
 

 
20 Points 
3 GOOD replies  

 
 
 
Part I – Initial Discussion 
 
1. Look at the ‘Course Table’ located below.  In the right hand section ‘Classroom Discussions’ 
locate the proper week.  Open your Blackboard course, click ‘Weekly Lessons’, click ‘Week One’ 
folder, click ‘Week One Class Notes’ and open the actual class notes link.  Pick ONE item ONLY 
that is of ‘Interest’ to you.   (Repeat process for weeks 2-8) 
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2. Write an 'Initial Discussion' explaining WHY that item was of ‘Interest’.  Don't rewrite the item.  
Instead, write about WHY it interested you.  'Interest' includes but is not limited to positive, 
negative, surprise, confusion, etc. 

3. Type your 'Initial Discussion' in an MSWord.docx and do a word count, spell check, proof read, 
and check your work against the Rubric.  
 
4. Open your Blackboard course, click ‘Weekly Lessons’, click ‘Week One’ folder, click ‘Week One 
Discussion’, and click ‘Create Thread'.  Please, ONE thread per student.   In the ‘Subject’ box type 
a title.  In the 'Message' box cut/paste your 'Initial Discussion' and click the ‘Submit' button.     If 
Safe Assign is linked to this paper please check back to see how Safe Assign rates 
your work for plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is discussed in Part I.)  (Repeat process for 
weeks 2-8)   
 
 
 
Part II – Three Replies 
 
1. Open 'Discussion', click classmate’s blue hyperlinks, and read until you find THREE 'Initial 
Discussions' from THREE classmates that you would like to 'Reply' to.    (You can do more than 
'Three Replies', but be sure to ‘reply’ to at least THREE classmates.) 
 
2. Type your 'Three Replies' in an MSWord.docx and do a spell check and proof read.  (No 
required Word Count for 'Replies', but write enough to earn a grade.)   
 
3. Open 'Discussion', open a classmate's 'Initial Discussion', and click ‘Reply'.   In the ‘Subject’ 
box type YOUR Last, then First name.  In the 'Message' box paste the correct 'Reply' from your 
MSWord.docx and click the ‘Submit' button.   Repeat steps 3 and 4 for your next 2 'Replies'.   
 
NOTE:  1. You can edit your postings.  If you make a mistake, please fix it.  If you see a 
classmates’ mistake, please tell them so they can fix it.  2. You can delete an accidental thread, 
but, once a classmate replies to your thread you can no longer delete it.  I have to delete it.      
  
 
 
 
 
Midterm Essay Exam & Final Essay Exam Instructions  

Your work is graded based on this ‘Essay Exam Rubric’ so adhere to it.  After your 
Essay Exam has been graded open 'My Grades' to see your grade.  If you have a grade 
lower than 100 open the Rubric also located there to see why. 
 
  Levels of Achievement  

Criteria  Below 
Expectations  

Meets 
Expectations  

Exceeds 
Expectations  

 
 
Spelling, Grammar, 
Mechanics, Using Proper 
Paragraphs, & Other 
Errors.  

 
0 Points 
3 or more errors  

 
10 Points 
1-2 errors  

 
20 Points 
0 errors  
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  Levels of Achievement  

Criteria  Below 
Expectations  

Meets 
Expectations  

Exceeds 
Expectations  

Word Count. You must 
write enough to earn a 
grade.  

 
 
0 Points 
899 or fewer words or 
little emphasis on 
WHY  

 
40 Points 
900-999 words or 
lack of emphasis on 
WHY  

 
 
60 Points 
1000 or more words 
with emphasis on 
WHY.  

Ten Good but SHORT 
Quotes.  

 
 
0 Points 
Fewer than 5 or more 
than 10 Good Quotes.  

 
10 Points 
5-9 Good Quotes  

 
20 Points 
10 Good Quotes.  

1.  Your Midterm Essay Exam is cumulative over four weeks and is NOT posted until ALL required 
chapters are included.  (Same for Final Essay Exam.)  Look at the Course Table located below.  In 
the left hand section ‘Midterm & Final Essay Exams’ locate the proper week and read the 
required chapters.  

2.  Select one or more things of ‘Interest’ from EACH chapter and write about WHY you found 
these things to be of interest.  (Don't rewrite the chapter.  Just find at least ONE thing of ‘Interest’ 
in each chapter and write about WHY it interested you.)  'Interest' can mean anything including 
but not limited to positive, negative, surprise, confusion, etc.  Label each chapter (“Chapter 1”) 
and use a separate paragraph for each.   

3. Include TEN Quotes from the required course textbook.  They must be short, and 
must be woven into the narrative to support your reasoning.  Quotes not woven in will 
not earn credit.  Place these quotes with any chapters you wish.  A proper quote looks like 
this:  “See the cat (344).”  The quote and the page number are inside quotation marks.  No 
bibliography allowed because you only use the course text book. 

4.  Type your 'Essay Exam' in an MSWord.docx and do a word count, spell check, proof read, and 
check your work against the Rubric.   

5. Open your Blackboard course, click ‘Weekly Lessons’, click ‘Week Four’ folder, click ‘Week Four 
Assessments’, click ‘Midterm Essay Exam’, click the ‘Write Submission’ button, paste your 
Midterm Essay Exam in the 'Submission' box, and click the 'Submit' button.   If Safe 
Assign is linked to this paper please check back to see how Safe Assign rates your 
work for plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is discussed in Part I.)   
 
5a.  To post the Final Essay Exam, click ‘Week Eight’, click ‘Week Eight Assessments’, click ‘Final 
Essay Exam’, click ‘Write Submission’ button, paste your Essay Exam in the 'Submission' 
box, and click the 'Submit' button.  If Safe Assign is linked to this paper please 
check back to see how Safe Assign rates your work for plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is 
discussed in Part I.)   

Course Table:  Contains chapter readings for Essay Exams, questions for Assignments, and 
other information.   
 
(The numbers in parenthesis are average hours a student spends on a topic.)     
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Week Midterm & Final 

Essay Exams (Use 
Course Textbook 
Chapters ONLY) 

Assignments (Use Internet Web Sites 
ONLY) 

Discussion 
(Use Class 
Notes 
ONLY) 

Week 
#1 

 
 

Chapter 1. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 2.  (1.0) 

 
IMPORTANT!!!!! 
Read assigned 
chapters and write, 
but don’t post 
Midterm until Week 
4 chapters are 
added.    
 
Same process for 
Final Exam. 

1. Do we need to study history?  
 
2. Did we really exterminate the Indians?  
 
3. Who was ‘civilized’ between 400 and 
1400; Indians, Blacks, or Whites?   

4. Were the Puritans tolerant of others?  

5. Why did England allow the colonies a 
great measure of self-government?   

Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

Post Bio (1.0) 
 
Read Week 
One Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

Week 
#2 

 
 

Chapter 3. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 4. (1.0) 

 

 

1. Did England properly enforce 
Mercantilism?  

2. Why did organized religion decline 
during the late 1600s and early 1700's?  

3. Did Americans engage in traitorous 
activities during the Seven Years War?  
4. Did we really beat England and win 
independence? 

5. Should we be faulted for breaking our 
treaties with France and England in the 
1780s?  

Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

Read Week 
Two Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

Week 
#3 

 
 

Chapter 5. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 6. (1.0) 

 

 

1. Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin and 
interchangeable parts. Which was more 
important?  

2. Could we have continued to survive 
under the Articles of Confederation?  
 
3. Was the Three-Fifth compromise good or 
bad? 

Read Week 
Three Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
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4. Was Hamilton the un-elected president 
during both Washington and Adams 
presidency?  

5. Should Adams have fired Washington's 
cabinet?  

Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

Week 
#4 

 
 

Chapter 7. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 8. (1.0) 

 

Post 1000+ word 
Midterm Essay Exam 
in Week Four 
Assessments by 
Sunday 

1. How did Marbury v. Madison give the 
Judiciary equal status with the Executive 
and Legislative branches? 
 
2. Did Indians understand treaties and 
private land ownership?  

3. Did the United States win the War of 
1812?  

4.  Until 1815 England was our worst 
enemy. Today England is our best friend.  
How did this happen?  

5.  Was the presidency stolen from Andy 
Jackson in 1824?   

Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

Read Week 
Four Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

Week 
#5 

 
 

Chapter 9. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 10. (1.0) 

 

 

1. "If a federal law is harmful to a state 
then that state has the right to nullify that 
law within the state's boundaries."? Take 
a pro or con position.  

2. Was Jackson justified in destroying the 
Second Bank of the United States?  

3. Van Buren was blamed for the 
Depression of 1837. Were we justified in 
blaming him?  

4. What is the difference between a 
Revenue and Protective Tariff? 

5. Why did the South shun education?  
 
Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

Read Week 
Five Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

Week 
#6 

 
 

Chapter 11. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 12. (1.0) 

1. "The United States was well within its 
rights in 1845 when we admitted Texas 
into the union."? Take a pro or con 
position.  

2. Manifest Destiny said that the United 

Read Week 
Six Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
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States had the right to control the 
Americas.  Did we have that right?   
3. Garrison and Douglass are generally 
considered to be the two main abolitionist 
leaders. Which is more important?  

4. Were we right in the 1850s to put our 
faith in Popular Sovereignty?   

5. Short of secession, was there any other 
viable method for southerners to regain 
control of the cotton trade?    
 
Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

 
Week 
#7 

 
 

Chapter 13. (1.0) 

 

Chapter 14. (1.0) 

 

 

1. "The south should have won the Civil 
War." Take a pro or con position.  
 
2. Was Lincoln the Great Emancipator?  
 
3. Which battle was more important, 
Gettysburg or Antietam?  
 
4. If you had been President of the United 
States at the end of the Civil War would 
you have been lenient or vindictive toward 
the south?  

5. Were Civil War battles based on poor 
strategy and tactics?  

Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Sunday. (1.5) 

Read Week 
Seven Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Wednesday   
(1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Friday  (1.5) 

Week 
#8 

 
SHORT 
WEEK 

 
 

Chapter 15 (1.0) 

Post 1000+ word 
Final Essay Exam in 
Week Eight 
Assessments by 
Wednesday  

1. Was it fair for railroads to profit on the 
sale of land that they had just bought at a 
very cheap price?    

2. Which is more important to you:  
Economics or Politics?   

3. Which election was more unfair, 1876 or 
2000?  

4. Based on the story about John St. 
Helen, take a position that John Wilkes 
Booth was either killed or not killed and 
defend your position. 

5. Could sharecropping be worse than 
slavery?   

Answer ONE question ONLY and post 250+ words 
Assignment in Assessments by Wednesday. (1.5) 

Read Week 
Eight Class 
Notes and 
pick One item 
only to 
answer. 
 
Post 250+ 
word Initial 
Discussion by 
Monday   (1.0) 
 
Post replies to 
at least three 
classmates by 
Wednesday  
(1.5) 
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Media Sources Review  (1.0) 
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