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UNIVERSITY	OF	THE	INCARNATE	WORD/UIW	Online	Course	Outline	
Course: SOCI	1311	Introduction	to	Sociology	
Term:	Summer	I		2016		
Instructor:	Sally	Bethea	
Email:	bethea@uiwtx.edu		
	
Introduction   
 
Introduction to Sociology is an introduction to the fascinating subject of sociology – how 
we humans function in groups, how our social environment works and how we are 
influenced by it.   
 
Please plan on reading the ANNOUNCEMENTS on the Blackboard home page area a 
couple of times a week. Each week may have a general announcement to start, but if I 
have anything that you need to know comes up, I will post it there. 
 
Make sure to read the COURSE OUTLINE carefully. It has answers to many of your 
questions. Although the body of this OUTLINE will not change over the 8 weeks of the 
course, the last two pages of the document, the Course Schedule, may be updated from 
time to time. Check the Course Schedule regularly for the latest information on your 
assignments.  

Once you have read the Course Outline, click on Weekly Lessons and explore.  You will 
find a folder for each week.  The assignments are posted the week end before the 
week’s class starts on Monday. And because some students like to work ahead, I also 
post the next week’s assignments at the same time, so you will actually have two weeks 
of assignments available.   Inside each Weekly Lesson folder you will find four different 
areas:  

• Media Links 
• Assessments  
• Class Notes  
• Discussion 

Under Media Links, you will find links to web pages, videos and other outside media 
sources that are referred to in the week’s materials.  Under Assessments you’ll find that 
week’s quiz and journal assignments as well as the paper assigned in Week 7 and the 
final assigned in Week 8. Under Class Notes you will find my short lectures on that 
week’s topic. Under Discussion, you will find the topics (threads) for the week’s 
discussions.   

 Required Course Materials:  

 
• Your text book – see below,  
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• Computer with basic system requirements (Pentium or higher system and 28.8 or 
higher speed modem connection.)  

• Windows XP or higher on a Windows operating system or comparable Mac 
system 

• an Internet Service Provider (ISP) 
• MS Office Professional 2003, 2007, 2010 or 2013. If you do not have this loaded 

on your computer you can purchase an education discounted copy from UIW. 
The software can also be purchased at the UIW Business Office for $10 per 
copy. Call 210-829-6099 or eapbo@uiwtx.edu.  

• Note: You must be a member of an academic institution to qualify for purchase. 
The products offered on this storefront are not for the general public. You will be 
requested to provide proof of academic affiliation prior to your product shipping in 
order to take advantage of these special offers. Delivery of this software takes 
several weeks. Ordering after the course starts will place you behind in your 
assignments 

 
Required Text: Hughes, M. & Kroehler, C. (2012) Sociology: The Core (11th ed.) New 
York. Pearson.  
 
Catalog Description: This course studies the structure and function of social groups 
and basic sociological concepts.  
 
It is a broad overview of sociology as a way of understanding the world and our role in 
it, stressing how individuals are affected by and relate to their larger social environment. 
Students also explore contemporary issues of inequality, social change, gender, race 
and power.  
 
How Course Fits Within Curriculum: Satisfies requirement and is a prerequisite for 
topical sociology classes such as Sociology of the Family and Urban Sociology. 
 
Assessments:  
 

A. Weekly quizzes. 
B. Topical Discussions (initiated by instructor) 
C. Journal Entries and Reflection Paper 
D. Final Examination 

 
Outcomes of the Course: 
 

A. Will understand the three major sociological perspectives, as well as important 
sociological theories. 

B. Will be able to apply these perspectives and theories to everyday life in our 
modern world, including your everyday life.  

C. Will be able to apply these perspectives and theories to contemporary social 
issues and problems. 
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Assessment of Each Outcome: 
 

A. Weekly quizzes and a final examination that demonstrate knowledge of material 
covered. 

B. Discussions that demonstrate understanding of sociological concepts and the 
ability to apply sociological concepts to events happening in the world.  

C. Journal entries and a reflection paper that demonstrate the ability to apply 
sociological concepts to your own life. 

 
 
Study Objectives/Expectations:  
 
This online course is not self-paced, nor is it open-ended. There is a beginning and 
ending date for each course, and assigned deadlines for homework, reading, quizzes, 
and on-line discussion. Our online class will be taught in a somewhat informal lecture 
and discussion format. Open-ended discussion is highly encouraged and students are 
invited to ask questions or raise points for discussion at any time. All of our discussion 
and person-to-person contact will be done through the website to maintain the integrity 
of the learning process. Questions or comments regarding grades or other personal 
matters should be sent directly to me.  
 
This course is eight weeks long. We cannot possibly cover all aspects of this course in 
that short period of time. You will do most of your work off-line, but you will be expected 
to access the Blackboard website area at least five out of the seven days per week to 
submit work, retrieve assignments, read, and participate in posted group discussion. 
Participation is critical to your successful completion of this class and will have a major 
bearing on your final grade.  Let me be clear that this does not mean you will not pass 
the course if you are on less than five days, but it makes it harder for you to complete 
the course because you will spend more time when you are on less often. 
 
Professionalism:  
 
Your assignments reflect your abilities to articulate your thoughts in writing. Be mindful 
of your spelling, presentation and organizational skills when writing in discussion and 
completing your assignments. A good way to think of this is to treat each assignment as 
though you are submitting it to your boss. 
 
SECTIONS OF THE COURSE 
Lectures: At the beginning of each week, (Monday), there will be a short written lecture 
posted in the Notes folder.  It will introduce, highlight and reinforce important material 
covered in the text.  There will be questions on the weekly quizzes and the final from 
these short lectures.  
 
Reading: The chapters to be read in the text each week are listed in the Course 
Schedule below. Be sure to keep up with the reading.  It is the foundation for the work 
we do in the class. 
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In addition to the text, you will be expected to read or watch material from assigned 
online resources. 
 
Discussions (30% of final grade):  
 
Interacting is an important part of the online learning environment and is done through 
our discussions. I will begin the thread for each week’s discussion topics at the start of 
the week.  You are expected to make 2 postings per discussion topic or thread each 
week. The first posting should respond to the question, demonstrating your knowledge 
of the topic; the second should be in response to a classmate’s posting. For maximum 
credit, please make your first postings by Wednesday at midnight so everyone will time 
to interact and learn and we can have a good discussion. Also – stick to the topic in all 
your postings. Ask yourself if your post answers the question that was asked or adds to 
the discussion on the topic.  
 
No credit will be given for discussion postings made after the week has passed.  
 
Journal Entries (10% of final grade): Journaling is a learning tool for recording 
personal thoughts, daily experiences and evolving insights about what you are learning. 
It is especially helpful in promoting self-reflection where dilemmas, contradictions, and 
evolving world views are being questioned or challenged. Entries are informally written, 
approximately 150 words. Entries must be on the topic assigned.  No credit will be given 
for a journal entry that is not on topic.  
 
Reflection Paper (15% of final grade): Your double-spaced 2-3 page paper will offer 
further opportunity for reflection and synthesis, demonstrating how this course has 
changed your sociological consciousness and, hopefully, altered your way of thinking 
about your life.  No outside sources are required.  

 
Weekly quizzes (30% of final grade):  There will be an open book quiz each week 
over the topics covered that week. You will be given one chance to do the quiz. Multiple 
attempts are not allowed. The quiz will normally consist of 20 questions worth 4.5 each 
and a short answer question worth 10. Answers to the short answer question should be 
3-4 sentences IN YOUR OWN WORDS, 1 paragraph. No credit will be given for 
plagiarized answers to this question.    

 
Final (15% of final grade): There will be a final consisting of those questions most 
often missed on the Weekly Quizzes. This may include a short answer question.  
 
Grading Criteria: 
 

Discussions  
Participation required in the general discussions 
on topics initiated by the instructor. Participation 
in the general discussions require an initial 
response to each question asked (by midnight 

30% 
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Wednesday) and a second posting responding 
to a fellow classmate’s posting. See Online 
Discussion Rubric in Blackboard.     

 
Journal Entry  

A 150-word informally written note reflecting 
personal thoughts and daily experiences relating 
to the specific topics being covered that week.   

10% 

Weekly Quizzes Weekly quizzes are graded on a 100 point 
scale.  30% 

 Final  The Final is graded on a 100 point scale.  15% 

 Final Reflection 
Essay   

Purpose of Essay: Show that you can apply 
sociological concepts to your life.  
 
Writing: See Rubric for Written Assignments in 
Blackboard.   

 

15% 

Total Grade 
 
 
 
 

  

100% 

  
Letter grades will be assigned as follows: 
     
  A 93 – 100 B- 80-82 D+ 67-69 
  A- 90 – 92 C+ 77-79 D 63-66 
  B+ 87 – 89 C 70-76 D- 60-62 
  B 83 – 86 There is no C- F < 60 
            
A and A- indicates a superior grasp of the subject matter of the course, initiative and 
originality in attacking problems, and ability to relate knowledge to new situations.  
B+, B, and B- indicates better than average grasp of the subject matter of the course 
and ability to apply principles with intelligence.  
C+ and C indicates an acceptable grasp of the essentials of the course.  
D+, D, and D- indicates less than average performance in the course.  
F indicates failure to master the minimum essentials of the course. The course must be 
repeated.  
 
Course Schedule: 
 
The term “week” used in the syllabus/outline refers to the span of seven days from 
Monday to Sunday. All homework assignments are due by midnight central time, 
Sunday of the week indicated on the course outline. The only exception is the final 
week when all assignments are due on Friday, the last day of class, on or before 
5pm Central. 
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The Course Schedule table at the end of the Course Outline shows the weekly 
assignments. At the end of each assignment, you will see a number inside a 
parenthesis. This is the Alternative Learning Equivalences for this course. It is an 
expectation for the minimum amount of time (hours) you will spend on each topic each 
week. Its primary purpose is for accreditation standards we must maintain in each 
course. 
 
 Academic Dishonesty: 
 
University of the Incarnate Word is strongly committed to the nurturing of academic 
excellence. The University expects its students to pursue and maintain truth, honesty, 
and personal integrity in their academic work. Academic dishonesty, in any form, 
constitutes a serious threat to the freedoms, which define an academic community. For 
details on what constitutes academic dishonesty and its consequences, go to the 
following web address: http://www.uiw.edu/ugcat01-03/05.html#grades. 
 
Student Disability Services:  
  
The University of the Incarnate Word is committed to providing a supportive, 
challenging, diverse, and integrated environment for all students. 
In accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Subpart E and Title III 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the University ensures accessibility to its 
programs, services and activities for students with documented disabilities. 

Accessibility is accomplished through the provision of a wide variety of services tailored 
to each student’s documented needs and strengths. 

To qualify for services, the student must provide the Office of Student Disability 
Services with the appropriate documentation of his or her disability at the time services 
and/or accommodations are requested. 

 NOTE: Students are responsible to pick up their completed letters of accommodation 
from Student Disability Services and deliver to their professors to discuss as soon as 
possible as classes begin. Accommodations are not retroactive and begin the day the 
professor receives the letter of accommodation from the student. 

 After the initial registration with Student Disability Services, students wishing to receive 
classroom accommodations for each subsequent semester must submit a "request for 
letters of accommodation" form each time that they register for new classes. 

Student Disability Services 
Administration Building - Room 105  
4301 Broadway, CPO #286 
San Antonio, TX 78209 
(210) 829-3997- Office  
(210) 829-6078- Fax 
 

http://www.uiw.edu/ugcat01-03/05.html#grades
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Drop Policy for Online: 
 
IMPORTANT “DROP COURSE” INFORMATION: It is the student's responsibility to 
drop their course within the 100% refund period to avoid assessment of tuition and fees. 
There will not be a university-initiated drop for non-participation. If you do not plan to 
attend, you must drop your courses by Friday at 5pm of the first week of the term to be 
within the 100% refund period. Please submit your drop to http://online.uiw.edu/course-
drop-form A $50 administrative fee is applied for all drops from courses offered through 
the Virtual University.   
 
ARMY Students must drop their course(s) through GoArmyEd. All active duty military 
students do not get charged a drop fee. 
 
 

http://online.uiw.edu/course-drop-form
http://online.uiw.edu/course-drop-form
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Course Schedule 
Wee
k 

Topics  Readings 
 

Assignments 

 #1 

 
What is 
Different about 
Thinking 
Sociologically? 

Weekly Lesson 1:Introduction 
to Sociology 

Chapter 1 of text: Sociology: 
the Core 

 

 
Discussion (4). 
Participate in all 
discussions. 
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 

 #2 

Culture and 
Social 
Structure: If We 
Were Fish, 
We’d Swim in It  

Socialization: 
How We Learn 
to Be Human 

Weekly Lesson 2: Culture,  
Social Structure and 
Socialization 

 Chapters 2 and 3 of text. 
 
 

Discussion (4). 
Participate in all 
discussions.  
 
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 

 #3 

 
What our 
Social Groups 
Say About Us  

Weekly Lesson 3: Groups and 
Formal Organizations  

Chapter 4 of text.  
 
 

Discussion (4). 
Participate in all 
discussions.  
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 

 #4 

 
Who Decides 
What is 
Deviant? 

Weekly Lesson 4: Deviance 
and Crime  
 
Chapter 5 
 
 

Discussion (4). 
Participate in all 
discussion.  
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
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Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 

 #5 

 
What is Social 
Class and Why 
Is It So 
Important?  

Weekly Lesson 5: Social 
Stratification  

Chapter 6 

Discussion (4). 
Participate in all 
discussions.  
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 

 #6 

We’re Not 
There Yet: 
Inequalities of 
Race and 
Gender  

Weekly Lesson 6: Inequalities 
of Race and Gender 
 
Chapters 7 And 8  
 
 

Discussion (4). 
Participate in all 
discussions.  
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 

#7 

 Social 
Institutions (1) 
Politics and the 
Economy, 2) 
Family 3) 
Religion, and 
Education and 
4)Health Care 

Weekly Lessons 7: Social 
Institutions 

Read Chapters 9,10, 11 

 

Discussion (2). 
Participate in all 
discussions.  
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Quiz (1). Complete and 
submit the open book 
quiz. 
 
Reflection Paper (2). 
Write a paper applying 
sociological concepts to 
your own life. Paper is 
due the last day of class.  
 

 
 #8 Population  Weekly Lesson 8:The Discussion (4). 
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Change, Social 
Change and 
the 
Environment 

Environment and Social 
Change 

Read Chapters 12 and 13 

Participate in all 
discussions.  
 
Journal Entry (1). 
Respond to the Journal 
topic of the week.  
 
Research for Final (1). 
Complete the Internet 
research required for the 
Final.  
 
Final due.  

 Note: The instructor reserves the right to amend this Course Schedule.  
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