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BIA5015 Biblical Hermeneutics 
University of Northwestern – St. Paul 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An advanced course in hermeneutics in which students will learn about the formation of the Bible, the 
history of biblical interpretation, modern critical methods, and current challenges to biblical 
interpretation. 

Credits: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Please see “Contacting the Instructor” on the course site. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, a successful student will be able to 

CO-1. Defend Scripture as the inspired and authoritative Word of God. (Evaluate)  

CO-2. Examine the formation of the Bible from ancient manuscripts to modern translations. 
(Analyze) 

CO-3. Analyze the development of hermeneutics in the history of the church. (Analyze) 

CO-4. Apply the literary historical method of interpretation. (Apply) 

CO-5. Evaluate modern methods of biblical criticism. (Evaluate) 

MATERIALS 
Required Textbooks and Materials 
Klein, William, Craig L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard, Jr. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation. Edition: 
3. Publisher: Nashville, TN: Nelson Reference, Year: 2017 

Wegner, Paul. The Journey from Texts to Translations: The Origin and Development of the Bible. Publisher: 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. Year: 2004. 

Required Tools 
For this course, students will need access to Microsoft Office (available at no cost to students through the 
University of Northwestern-St. Paul), a PDF reader, and a standard internet browser. Please refer to the 
Tech Requirements found in the Technology Help section at the top of the course site for the full 
requirements. 
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GRADING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Course Grade Explanation 
Assignments Grade Weight 
Discussion Forums 20   
Personal Doctrine of Scripture 10 
Canonization of the Old and New Testaments 10 
Textural Criticism 10 
Summary of History of Interpretation 10 
Introduction to Hermeneutics 10 
Philippians 5:10-13 and Psalm 1:1-6 10 
Ruth 3 10 
Revelation 12 10 
Total 100 
   

Grading Scale Percentages 
A ≥ 93 B ≥ 83 C ≥ 73 D ≥ 63 

A- ≥ 90 B- ≥ 80 C- ≥ 70 D- ≥ 60 

B+ ≥ 87 C+ ≥ 77 D+ ≥ 67 F < 60 

Late Work  
All assignments are due as described in the course syllabus. Students are responsible for meeting 
assignment deadlines. Late assignments will be deducted one full letter grade (e.g., A to B) per day; late 
assignments will not be accepted for a grade beyond 3 calendar days past the original deadline. Forum 
discussion activities must be completed on time; late forum posts will not receive any credit. Students 
should contact the instructor via e-mail if an extenuating circumstance exists. 

Feedback Expectations 
Students should expect feedback for their submitted assignments within 5 days of the assignment due 
date or the time of their submission, whichever is later. 

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES AND SERVICES 
Guidelines and Information 
Students are responsible for policies and procedures found in the Office of Adult & Graduate Studies 
Catalog located on theROCK. These policies include the following: 

• Deadlines for dropping or withdrawing 
• Attendance 
• Class cancellations 
• Plagiarism and cheating 
• Grading System 
• Complaints, exceptions, and appeals 
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Instructors may have course-related expectations that further detail the policies and procedures outlined 
in the catalog. Any such expectations must be provided to students in writing (e.g., handout, course site 
posting) prior to or at the beginning of the class. 

Traditional undergraduate students enrolled in A&GS courses are subject to the traditional undergraduate 
student handbook for all non-course-specific policies and procedures. 

Academic Integrity 
Members of the Northwestern community mutually commit to personal integrity and honesty. Students 
submitting work are expected to convey their own thoughts unless the source is cited appropriately. 
Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty violate ethical and intellectual principles. 

In every course, students are required to view the Understanding Plagiarism video and complete the 
Understanding Plagiarism Quiz prior to completing any of the course content. These items are part of the 
course orientation. 

Academic Achievement 
UNW students requesting academic accommodations in association with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) are directed to notify Disability Services to begin the application process.  Academic 
Achievement also provides the following: Writing Tutoring, Subject Tutoring, advocating, transitional 
skill building, Academic Coaching (organization, time management, test taking, etc.).  
 
Contact Academic Achievement for more information: AcademicAchievement@unwsp.edu | 651-628-
3316 | N4012 (Revised 07/21).  

Support Services 
Links to support services are available found in the Student Services section at the top of the course site. 

COURSE POLICIES AND INFORMATION 
Email and Announcements 
Students are responsible to regularly check their Northwestern student email and the announcements in 
the course site in order to receive updates and information.  

Attendance  
Due to the accelerated nature of the online curricula, students are expected to participate in all course 
activities. Students must contact the faculty member in advance or as soon as possible if unable to 
participate in all or part of the course activities for a given week because of a medical (which includes 
having to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19 exposure or confirmed illness), family, or work-related 
emergency. Students should refer to their course syllabus and/or faculty member for specific 
requirements. Students who do not participate in course activities and fail to withdraw from the course 
will receive a failing “F” grade. 

Submission Standards 
All assignments, unless otherwise stated, must be submitted on the course site in Microsoft Word 
document format (.doc or .docx). For all assignments, use a standard readable font, double-spaced, etc. 

mailto:academicachievement@unwsp.edu
https://nwc.mywconline.com/index.php?logout=YES
https://confluence.unwsp.edu/display/ACA/Subject+Tutoring
https://nwc.mywconline.com/index.php?logout=YES
mailto:AcademicAchievement@unwsp.edu
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Critical Response to Alternate Viewpoints 
When students are reading or viewing course materials, they may encounter viewpoints, words, or images 
that their instructors would not use or endorse. Students should know that materials are chosen for their 
value in learning to read, write, and view critically, not because the materials are necessarily Christian. 

Scholarly Research 
Quality participation in this course requires contribution of scholarly research to class interactions. 
Students can engage in external research via the Berntsen Library website by performing a search of the 
60+ databases available to students. Also available on the library site are multiple tutorials to educate 
learners in effective search techniques. Other credible journals/articles are options as well. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
See the course site for complete details on the assignments.  

Discussion Forums (CO-1,2,3,4,5) 
Each week, you will be participating in a discussion forum covering a topic based on the week’s learning 
activities. Grading will be based completion of the following activity requirements: 

Post your initial post by Day 4, 11:59 pm. Post two replies by Day 7, 11:59 pm. Initial post is worth 8 points, 
and each reply is worth 1 point. 

For further grading information, see the Discussion Forum Grading Criteria on the course site. 

Written Assignments 
There is one written assignment per week throughout the duration of the course. For all written 
assignments, review the supplemental sources (located within the week of the assignment) and bible 
study tools on the course site. Use SBL style for all resource citation. 

Personal Doctrine of Scripture (CO-1,2) 
After completing the reading assignments write a 2- to 3-page paper describing your Personal Doctrine of 
Scripture.   

1. Be sure to address the topics of inspiration, reliability (e.g., infallibility, inerrancy) and authority 
of Scripture.   

2. Support your beliefs with appropriate biblical references.   
3. Be sure to interact with the textbook as well as other scholarly sources.  
4. It might be helpful to interact with your church's statement of faith on the Bible. Normally a 

statement of faith can be found on denominational websites or at local churches.   
5. Be sure to paraphrase your sources thoroughly and reference your source(s) with proper 

documentation. This paper, however, should reflect your personal beliefs about the Bible.   
6. Conclude by explaining your doctrine of Scripture to a layperson who believes that the Bible 

dropped from heaven in some angelic language and does not understand how God, the divine 
author, is related to the human authors in the process of communicating his revelation to humans. 

When working on all written assignments, review the supplemental sources (located within the week of 
the assignment) and bible study tools on the course site. Use SBL style for all resource citations. For further 
grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 
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Canonization of the Old and New Testaments (CO-2) 
After reading the assigned pages, write a 6- to 7-page paper in which you:   

1. Summarize the process of canonization for the Old Testament   
2. Summarize the process of canonization for the New Testament   
3. Interact with the Roman Catholic view on the OT apocrypha.  In particular, what do you believe 

about these extracanonical writings?  How should Christians think of them and use them? 

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 

Textual Criticism (CO-1,3) 
After reading the assigned pages, write a 4- to 5-page paper in which you address the points below:   

1. Why is textual criticism necessary? 
2. Describe OT textual criticism (i.e., sources and methods). 
3. Describe NT textual criticism (i.e., sources and methods). 
4. Conclude your paper by discussing briefly:  What are the implications of textual criticism for your 

personal doctrine of Scripture? In particular, how do the history of the biblical text and the 
necessity of textual criticism affect your beliefs about the inspiration and reliability of Scripture. 

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 

History of Interpretation Paper (CO-5) 
1. During Week 3, chose a period of interpretation from the topics listed in the Signup Forum. If you 

have not yet done that, contact your instructor for available topics.   
2. Read and study the pages in Klein that cover your assigned topic.   
3. Write a 3- to 4-page summarizing your assigned hermeneutic. Be sure to use multiple scholarly 

sources to define key terms and explain key concepts. 

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 

Introduction to Hermeneutics (CO-1,3,4,5) 
After reading the assigned pages, write a 4- to 5-page paper in which you address the following topics:   

1. Explain the necessity of hermeneutics and some of the challenges to biblical interpretation.   
2. Evaluate the position of the textbook on the issue of presuppositions and preunderstandings. In 

particular, do you agree with this position? Why or why not? 
3. Describe the goal of biblical interpretation. In particular, is the goal to discover different levels of 

meaning in biblical texts? Is the goal to discover the textual (author's intended) meaning? 
4. How can we validate (i.e., confirm) our interpretations of Scripture? 

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 

Philippians 4:10-13 and Psalm 1:1-6 (CO-4,5) 
After reading the assigned pages, write a 6-page exegetical paper (about 3 pages on each passage 
covered).  For this paper, apply the appropriate interpretive principles to two passages of Scripture, one 
prose and the other poetry.  For prose, interpret Philippians 4:10–13. For poetry, interpret Psalm 1:1–6.  
Be sure to document your interaction with relevant Bible study tools. 

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 
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Ruth 3 Paper (CO-1,4,5) 
After skimming the assigned pages in Klein, write a 5- to 6-page exegetical paper about Ruth 3. Your paper 
on Ruth 3 should especially use the principles for OT Narratives in chapter 9 of Klein and the principles for 
all prose in chapter 7. The paper you submit should contain the following:   

1. An outline of the book of Ruth, which you make (after reading through the book), listing the major 
divisions of the book; you may consult with other sources to check and your work after you first 
make your own outline.   

2. A paragraph or two summarizing the flow of the book and how Chapter 3 fits into the argument 
of the book; why was Chapter 3 necessary and put there by the author?   

3. A summary of background work you do on the "time of the Judges" (1:1) and the concept of the 
"kinsman-redeemer" (3:12). When was the "time of the Judges," and what was it like? What can 
we learn about the "kinsman redeemer" from other passages in Scripture, and what does the 
term signify and/or imply in Ruth 3? You will find good information in the introductory material 
in some of the recommended commentaries or in Bible dictionaries. Try sources like Anchor Bible 
Dictionary, New Bible Dictionary, International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, etc.   

4. Observations you make from your study of Ruth 3 and your outline of the chapter. Study Ruth 3, 
using one of the following versions: NIV, TNIV, NASB, RSV, NRSV, ESV.   

5. A summary of the main ideas of Ruth 3 in one sentence. (Hint: Begin with something like …"In 
Ruth Chapter 3, the author of Ruth meant to teach that….," phrasing the sentence in past tense 
and in third person language.)   

6. Important information you find in your study of commentaries on Ruth 3. Consult with two 
commentaries on Ruth to check your main idea of Ruth 3 and your ideas of the main points in the 
chapter. Turn in anything new you learn about the chapter from your commentary work. This 
material will probably be at least a few paragraphs of information.   

7. A list of practical applications or implications of the content of Ruth 3 for us in the contemporary 
Church.   

Recommended Commentaries (in order of preference)   

1. Block, Daniel I. New American Commentary: Judges, Ruth. Volume 6. Nashville, TN: B&H Publisher 
Group. 1999. ISBN 9780805401066.  

2. Hubbard, Robert L. The New International Commentary on the Old Testament: The Book of Ruth. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 1989. ISBN 9780802825261.  

3. Bush, Frederick. Word Biblical Commentary: Ruth/Esther. Volume 9. Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers. 1996. ISBN 9780849902086.  

4. Campbell, Edward F. The Anchor Bible: Ruth. Volume 7. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 
2003. ISBN 9780300139464.  

5. Sasson, Jack M. Ruth. 2nd ed. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press. 1989.  

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 

Revelation 12 Paper (CO-1,2,4,5) 
Study Revelation 12 and write a 5-page exegetical paper. After skimming the assigned reading, review the 
principles for interpreting Revelation in Klein, chapter 10. Your interpretation of Revelation 12 that you 
submit should include the following steps:   
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1. Give a brief introduction to the book, which includes important historical background information 
concerning the author, date of the book, recipients, situation of the recipients, relationship of the 
author to the recipients, why the author wrote the book, etc.; this should be 1/3–1/2 page.   

2. Explain where the passage (Rev. 12) fits in the book (i.e., give a brief overview of the structure or 
flow of thought in the book showing where the passage you are studying fits in and why your 
passage is important for the flow of the book; this should be 1/3–1/2 page.   

3. Include an outline of Revelation 12, showing the development of thought in the passage studied 
(1/3 page).   

4. Apply to the passage studied the principles learned in this course, especially in Klein, pp. 558- 567, 
and record the results of your study in a verse-by-verse commentary on the passage. The 
commentary should give the results of your application of the principles we learned in this course 
to Revelation 12. Since Revelation is characterized by the use of symbolic language, you should 
seek to interpret the following symbols in your commentary on Revelation 12: [1] the woman in 
12:1–2; [2] the dragon in 12:3–6; [3] the stars in 12:4; [4] the child in 12:4–5; [5] the catching up 
of the child to God in 12:5; [6] the wilderness in 12:6 and 14; [7] the 1,260 days in 12:6 (see also 
12:14); [8] the war in 12:7–9; and [9] the flood and the earth opening up in 12:15– 16. The 
commentary section could be 3–4 pages.   

5. For your conclusion summarize the meaning or message of Revelation 12 in one sentence, by 
completing the following: "In this passage the author meant to teach that…."   

For further grading information, see the Written Assignments Grading Guide on the course site. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
Format 
This course is delivered in an online format that provides all learning activities online. The day the course 
starts is considered Day 1 of Week 1 for the course. For example, if a course begins on a Monday, then 
Day 1 is Monday, Day 4 is Thursday, and Day 7 is the following Sunday. 

This course is an accelerated course. As a rule of thumb, students should expect to spend on average 17.5 
hours on course work each week. 

Due Dates 
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be submitted on the course site by 11:59 p.m. CT on Day 
7 of each week. Please see the following schedule for details on when an assignment is due. 

For any questions regarding these assignments, contact the instructor. 

Orientation 
• Read the Getting Started Page 
• Participate in the Introductions Forum 
• View and Complete Understanding Plagiarism Presentation and Quiz 
• Complete Student Responsibilities Exercise 

Week 1: What is the Bible? 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Skim Wegner Ch. 1-6 (81 pages) 
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• Read Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (Appendix D in Course Appendixes) 
• Read Course Notes: The Bible 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 1 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 1 Forum 
• Submit Personal Doctrine of Scripture assignment 

Week 2: Formation of the Canon 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read Wegner, Ch. 7-10 (64 pages) 
• Read Klein, Ch. 4 (35 pages) 
• Read the Gospel of Thomas 
• Read Course Notes: Canon of Scripture  

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 2 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 2 Forum 
• Submit Canonization of the Old and New Testaments assignment 

Week 3: Textual Criticism 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Skim Wegner Ch. 11-14 (78 pages) 
• Read Course Notes: Textual Criticism 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 3 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 3 Forum 
• Submit Textual Criticism assignment 
• Choose topic for the Week 4 Summary assignment 

Week 4: History of Biblical Interpretation 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Skim Klein, Ch. 2-3 (98 pages) 

o Closely read your assigned hermeneutic  
• Read Course Notes: Summary of History of Interpretation Assignment 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 4 Forum 
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Due Day 7 

• Submit History of Interpretation paper 
• Complete participation in Wk. 4 Forum 

Week 5: Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Skim Klein Ch. 1,5, 6, and 12 (151 pages) 
• Read Course Notes: Klein Chapters 1, 5 and 6 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 5 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 5 Forum 
• Submit Introduction to Hermeneutics assignment 

Week 6: Principles of Interpretation 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Skim Klein Ch. 7 and 8 (125 pages) 
• Read Course Notes: Bible Interpretation 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 6 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 6 Forum 
• Submit Philippians 4:10-13 and Psalm 1:1-6 assignment 

Week 7: Genres of the Old Testament 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read Klein Ch. 9 (92 pages) 
• Read Course Notes: Genres of the Old Testament 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 7 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 7 Forum 
• Submit Ruth 3 assignment 

Week 8: Genres of the New Testament 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read Klein Ch. 10 (57 pages) 
• Read Course Notes: Genres of the New Testament 
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Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Wk. 8 Forum 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Wk. 8 Forum 
• Submit Revelation 12 Paper 
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