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BIB6212 Old Testament Prophets 
University of Northwestern – St. Paul 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An exposition of the Old Testament writings, including the poetic books and wisdom literature. Emphasis 
will be on the historical setting and theological message of these writings. 

Credits: 2 

Prerequisites: None 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Please see “Contacting the Instructor” on the course site. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, a successful student will be able to 

CO-1. Analyze the occasion and purpose, form and function of OT prophetic books. 
CO-2. Distinguish Old Testament biblical prophecy/historiography within the Ancient Near East. 
CO-3. Interpret the prophetic themes of repentance, judgment, and restoration relative to the 

historical/cultural background of the Prophets and the nation(s) they addressed. 
CO-4. Defend how the OT prophets lay the foundation for the prophetic work of Jesus Christ. 
CO-5. Propose suggested applications to contemporary life and ministry from the Old 

Testament books of the Prophets, rooted in Christian interpretation and relevant for 
today.  

MATERIALS 
Required Textbooks and Materials 
Boda, Mark J., and J. Gordon McConville, eds. Dictionary of the Old Testament: Prophets. Downers Grove, 
IL: IVP Academic, 2012. (Available to UNW students online, via the Library)  

Ferreiro, Alberto, ed. The Twelve Prophets. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture. Old Testament. 
Edited by Thomas C. Oden. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2003. (Available to UNW students online, 
via Library)  

Longman, Tremper III and Raymond B. Dillard. An Introduction to the Old Testament. Edition: 2. Publisher: 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Year: 2006. 

Required Tools 
For this course, students will need access to Microsoft Office (available at no cost to students through the 
University of Northwestern-St. Paul), a PDF reader, and a standard internet browser. Please refer to the 
Tech Requirements found in the Technology Help section at the top of the course site for the full 
requirements. 
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GRADING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Course Grade Explanation 
Assignments Grade Weight 
Weekly Discussion Forums 35 
Biblical Book Analyses 15 
Weekly Reflection Essays 15 
Interpretation/Application for Ministry Formation Paper 35 
Total 100 
   

Grading Scale Percentages 
A ≥ 93 B ≥ 83 C ≥ 73 D ≥ 63 

A- ≥ 90 B- ≥ 80 C- ≥ 70 D- ≥ 60 

B+ ≥ 87 C+ ≥ 77 D+ ≥ 67 F < 60 

Late Work  
All assignments are due as described in the course syllabus. Students are responsible for meeting 
assignment deadlines. Late assignments will be deducted one full letter grade (e.g., A to B) per day; late 
assignments will not be accepted for a grade beyond 3 calendar days past the original deadline. Forum 
discussion activities must be completed on time; late forum posts will not receive any credit. Students 
should contact the instructor via e-mail if an extenuating circumstance exists. 

Feedback Expectations 
Students should expect feedback for their submitted assignments within 5 days of the assignment due 
date or the time of their submission, whichever is later. 

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES AND SERVICES 
Guidelines and Information 
Students are responsible for policies and procedures found in the Office of Adult & Graduate Studies 
Catalog located on theROCK. These policies include the following: 

• Deadlines for dropping or withdrawing 
• Attendance 
• Class cancellations 
• Plagiarism and cheating 
• Grading System 
• Complaints, exceptions, and appeals 

Instructors may have course-related expectations that further detail the policies and procedures outlined 
in the catalog. Any such expectations must be provided to students in writing (e.g., handout, course site 
posting) prior to or at the beginning of the class. 

Traditional undergraduate students enrolled in A&GS courses are subject to the traditional undergraduate 
student handbook for all non-course-specific policies and procedures. 
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Academic Integrity 
Members of the Northwestern community mutually commit to personal integrity and honesty. Students 
submitting work are expected to convey their own thoughts unless the source is cited appropriately. 
Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty violate ethical and intellectual principles. 

In every course, students are required to view the Understanding Plagiarism video and complete the 
Understanding Plagiarism Quiz prior to completing any of the course content. These items are part of the 
course orientation. 

Academic Achievement 
UNW students requesting academic accommodations in association with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) are directed to notify Disability Services to begin the application process. Academic 
Achievement also provides the following: Writing and Subject Tutoring, advocating, transitional skill 
building, Academic Coaching (organization, time management, test taking, etc.).  

  
Contact Academic Achievement for more information: AcademicAchievement@unwsp.edu • 651-628-
3316 • N4012 (Revised 06/20)  

Support Services 
Links to support services are available found in the Student Services section at the top of the course site. 

COURSE POLICIES AND INFORMATION 
Email and Announcements 
Students are responsible to regularly check their Northwestern student email and the announcements in 
the course site in order to receive updates and information.  

Attendance  
Due to the accelerated nature of the online curricula, students are expected to participate in all course 
activities. Students must contact the faculty member in advance or as soon as possible if unable to 
participate in all or part of the course activities for a given week because of a medical (which includes 
having to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19 exposure or confirmed illness), family, or work-related 
emergency. Students should refer to their course syllabus and/or faculty member for specific 
requirements. Students who do not participate in course activities and fail to withdraw from the course 
will receive a failing “F” grade. 

Submission Standards 
All assignments, unless otherwise stated, must be submitted on the course site in Microsoft Word 
document format (.doc or .docx). For all assignments, use a standard readable font, double-spaced, etc. 

Critical Response to Alternate Viewpoints 
When students are reading or viewing course materials, they may encounter viewpoints, words, or images 
that their instructors would not use or endorse. Students should know that materials are chosen for their 
value in learning to read, write, and view critically, not because the materials are necessarily Christian. 

https://confluence.unwsp.edu/display/ACA/Disability+Services
https://confluence.unwsp.edu/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=89361109
https://confluence.unwsp.edu/display/ACA/Academic+Coaching
mailto:AcademicAchievement@unwsp.edu
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Scholarly Research 
Quality participation in this course requires contribution of scholarly research to class interactions. 
Students can engage in external research via the Berntsen Library website by performing a search of the 
60+ databases available to students. Also available on the library site are multiple tutorials to educate 
learners in effective search techniques. Other credible journals/articles are options as well. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
See the course site for complete details on the assignments. Next to each description of an assignment is 
the Course Outcome(s) (e.g., CO-1) that this assignment assesses. 

Weekly Discussion Forums (CO-1,2,3,4) 
Online discussions represent tremendous learning opportunities because classmates can share viewpoints 
and other ways of expressing complicated concepts that enable others with diverse learning and cognitive 
styles to better grasp and master ideas. Approach discussions as learning opportunities where you learn 
from others and they learn from you. You are not just writing for the instructor to read and grade; you are 
also writing to converse and help others and yourself better learn and understand at a deeper level. Each 
substantive post can only earn a maximum of 4 points and accumulates across the week toward a 
maximum of 10 points by the end of each week. Earn rating points for the presence of the following in 
your posts: 

• 1 point for Evidence of Study—Proficient reference of course learning resources and concepts  
• 1 point for Contribution—Leads conversation by contributing relevant value beyond existing 

course resources such as new examples, illustrations, critical thinking questions, cited 
references, links, or even related current events  

• 1 point for Professional Style—Correct grammar, clarity, organization, respectfulness, 
openness to healthy debate  

• 1 point for Early Participation—Post is created prior to 11:59 p.m. on Day 4 and earns at least 
1 point for either Evidence of Study or Contribution  

A reply that includes only statements of "I agree", "I liked what you said about...," and/or "I appreciated..." 
will not be graded. A good reply requires critical thinking skills, affirmations, challenges, questions, 
scriptural support, creative application, further examples, relevant stories, and other evidence that you 
understand the initial post, that the post inspired you to think further about the topic. Your initial post 
should be 500-750 words in length. 

Weekly Reflection Essays (CO-1,2,3,4,5) 
Compose four short essays in which you craft a sincere, honest, thoughtful response to the prompt. The 
Reflective Essays gives students the opportunity to reflect, process, assimilate, and articulate new 
concepts. Students can track their own personal growth over the duration of the course. Writing is 
transcribed thought. Frequent short writing assignments improve writings skills, pattern recognition, and 
problem solving. These papers should each be 300 to 600 words in length. 

Biblical Book Analysis (CO-1,3,5) 
Compose two 3-4 page Biblical Book Analysis (adhering to SBL format) in which you give a short 
description of the book's historical context, its occasion and purpose, significant theological themes, and 
any technical or critical issues. Analyze the overall message of the biblical writing, and then offer what you 
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see as a meaningful application for Christian living / ministry formation. You are encouraged to write these 
in a such a way that will be useful for your own future teaching or preaching. These papers should be 500-
1000 words in length. Submit your Biblical Book Analyses by Day 7.  

• For Biblical Book Analysis #1, select either Joshua-Judges OR Samuel-Kings.  
• For Biblical Book Analysis #2, select Isaiah OR Jeremiah OR Ezekiel. 

(Writing successful papers requires a commitment to excellence in the development of content, grammar 
composition. Unless otherwise instructed, all submitted papers for this course are expected to be double-
spaced, use 12-pt. standard font, and be the assigned length, using Microsoft Word format files.) 

Interpretation/Application for Ministry Formation Paper (CO-5) 
For the 8-page Interpretation/Application for Ministry Formation paper, students choose from Hosea 14, 
Zechariah 8, Micah 6, or some other passage from the Minor Prophets of your choice (with written 
permission from your Instructor). The paper will consist of a short interpretive analysis of the passage, 
and then offer a meaningful application of that passage for ministry formation today. The exegetical 
analysis should proceed inductively, by which you give a coherent account of the basic the facts in the 
text (what does the text actually say?), contextualize for meaning (what does the text mean?), and 
propose how you might embody the truth in ministry. 

Writing successful papers requires a commitment to excellence in the development of content, grammar 
composition. Unless otherwise instructed, all submitted papers for this course are expected to be double-
spaced, use 12-pt. standard font, and be the assigned length, using Microsoft Word format files. This paper 
should be 1,500 to 2,000 words in length. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
Format 
This course is delivered in an online format that provides all learning activities online. The day the course 
starts is considered Day 1 of Week 1 for the course. For example, if a course begins on a Monday, then 
Day 1 is Monday, Day 4 is Thursday, and Day 7 is the following Sunday. 

This course is an accelerated course. As a rule of thumb, students should expect to spend on average 17.5 
hours on course work each week. 

Due Dates 
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be submitted on the course site by 11:59 p.m. CT on Day 
7 of each week. Please see the following schedule for details on when an assignment is due. 

For any questions regarding these assignments, contact the instructor. 

Orientation 
• Read the Getting Started Page 
• Participate in the Introductions Forum 
• View and Complete Understanding Plagiarism Presentation and Quiz 
• Complete Student Responsibilities Exercise 
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Week 1: Prophecy, Historiography, Canon 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read Longman, pp. 19–24; pp. 190–201 
• Read Boda, pp.  pp. 16-24 (on "Prophecy in the ANE"); pp. 71-77 (on "Canon"); pp. 271-279 (on 

the "Formation of Prophetic Books") 
• Read Ferreiro, pp. xviii-xxii 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Week 1 Forum: Israelite Prophecy in its Ancient Near East Context 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Week 1 Forum: Israelite Prophecy in its Ancient Near East Context 
• Submit Weekly Reflection Essay #1 

Week 2: Former Prophets 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read these passages from the Old Testament: 

o Joshua chs. 1-6, 8, 23-24 
o Judges chs. 1-5, 11, 14-16, 19-21 
o 1 Samuel chs. 1-4, 8, 10-12, 16 
o 2 Samuel chs. 7 and 22  
o 1 Kings chs. 1-8, 17-19 
o 2 Kings chs. 2-9, 17-25 

• Read Longman, pp.120–143; pp. 151–166; pp. 167–189  
• Read Boda, pp. 196-204 (on "Exile"); pp. 587-601 (on "History of Prophecy'); pp. 99-105 (on 

"Covenant"); 
• Optional Supplemental Reading: Boda: pp. 642-650 (on "Prophecy and Wisdom") 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Week 2 Forum: Prophets, Kings, Covenant 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Week 2 Forum: Prophets, Kings, Covenant  
• Submit Biblical Book Analysis #1 
• Submit Weekly Reflection Essay #2 

Week 3: Poetic Books and Post-Exilic History 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read these passages from the Old Testament: 

o Isaiah chs. 1, 5-7, 9, 11, 13-14, 36-39, 40, 42, 44-45, 52, 61, 66 
o Jeremiah chs. 1, 7, 13, 16-17, 21, 23, 26, 29-31, 33 
o Ezekiel chs. 1-4, 10, 11:14-25; chs. 15-16, 18, 34, 36-37 

• Read Ferreiro, pp. xi-xvi 
• Read Longman, pp. 301–320; pp. 321–341, 354–370 
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• Read Boda, pp. 623-634 (on "Prophecy and Society"); pp. 883-888 (on "Writing and Prophecy"); 
pp. 707-713 (on "Sign Acts")  

• Optional Supplemental Reading: Boda: pp. 583-587 (on "Prayer") 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Week 3 Forum A: Latter Prophets—Isaiah 
• Participate initially in Week 3 Forum B: Latter Prophets—Jeremiah 
• Participate initially in Week 3 Forum C: Latter Prophets—Ezekiel 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Week 3 Forum A: Latter Prophets—Isaiah 
• Complete participation in Week 3 Forum B: Latter Prophets—Jeremiah 
• Complete participation in Week 3 Forum C: Latter Prophets—Ezekiel 
• Submit Biblical Book Analysis #2. 
• Submit Weekly Reflection Essay #3 

Week 4: Latter Prophets 
• Read the Weekly Overview 
• Read the Twelve Minor Prophets in the Old Testament 
• Read Ferreiro, pp. xvii-xxv, and the relevant sections for your Interpretation/Application Paper #2, 

and for your Biblical Book Analysis #2 
• Read Longman, pp. 397–502 
• Read Boda, pp. 788-806 (on "Twelve, Book of the"); pp. 466-472 ("on Justice"); pp. 178-85 and 

601-609 (on "Eschatology"); pp. 132-143 (on "Day of the Lord") 

Due Day 4 

• Participate initially in Week 4 Forum: Theodicy in the Minor Prophets 

Due Day 7 

• Complete participation in Week 4 Forum: Theodicy in the Minor Prophets 
• Submit Weekly Reflection Essay #4. 
• Submit Interpretation/Application Analysis 
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