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BIB6213 Old Testament Writings 
University of Northwestern – St. Paul 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An exposition of the Old Testament writings, including the poetic books and wisdom literature. Emphasis 
will be on the historical setting and theological message of these writings. 

Credits: 2 

Prerequisites: None 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Please see “Contacting the Instructor” on the course site. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, a successful student will be able to 

CO-1. Analyze the Writings as a defined category of the Old Testament canon 
CO-2. Model the characteristics of Old Testament Hebrew poetry 
CO-3. Analyze the Writings as they functioned in ancient Israel 
CO-4. Compare biblical wisdom with the wisdom literature of the Ancient Near East 
CO-5. Analyze the theologies of the Old Testament books of the Writings 
CO-6. Propose applications to contemporary life and ministry from the Writings 

MATERIALS 
Required Textbooks and Materials 
Tremper Longman and Peter Enns, Dictionary of the Old Testament: Wisdom, Poetry and Writings. 
Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2008. ISBN: 9780830817832. 

David A. Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999. ISBN: 
9780801027932. 

Required Tools 
For this course, students will need access to Microsoft Office (available at no cost to students through the 
University of Northwestern-St. Paul), a PDF reader, and a standard internet browser. Please refer to the 
Tech Requirements found in the Technology Help section at the top of the course site for the full 
requirements. 

GRADING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Course Grade Explanation 
Assignments Grade Weight 
Discussion Forums (7 Forums Total) 32 
Poetry of the Psalms Paper 17 
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Theology of the Psalms Paper 17 
Theology of Job Paper 17 
Theology of Proverbs Paper 17 
Total  100 
   

Grading Scale Percentages 
A ≥ 93 B ≥ 83 C ≥ 73 D ≥ 63 

A- ≥ 90 B- ≥ 80 C- ≥ 70 D- ≥ 60 

B+ ≥ 87 C+ ≥ 77 D+ ≥ 67 F < 60 

Late Work  
All assignments are due as described in the course syllabus. Students are responsible for meeting 
assignment deadlines. Late assignments will be deducted one full letter grade (e.g., A to B) per day; late 
assignments will not be accepted for a grade beyond 3 calendar days past the original deadline. Forum 
discussion activities must be completed on time; late forum posts will not receive any credit. Students 
should contact the instructor via e-mail if an extenuating circumstance exists. 

Feedback Expectations 
Students should expect feedback for their submitted assignments within 5 days of the assignment due 
date or the time of their submission, whichever is later. 

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES AND SERVICES 
Guidelines and Information 
Students are responsible for policies and procedures found in the Office of Adult & Graduate Studies 
Catalog located on theROCK. These policies include the following: 

• Deadlines for dropping or withdrawing 
• Attendance 
• Class cancellations 
• Plagiarism and cheating 
• Grading System 
• Complaints, exceptions, and appeals 

Instructors may have course-related expectations that further detail the policies and procedures outlined 
in the catalog. Any such expectations must be provided to students in writing (e.g., handout, course site 
posting) prior to or at the beginning of the class. 

Traditional undergraduate students enrolled in A&GS courses are subject to the traditional undergraduate 
student handbook for all non-course-specific policies and procedures. 

Academic Integrity 
Members of the Northwestern community mutually commit to personal integrity and honesty. Students 
submitting work are expected to convey their own thoughts unless the source is cited appropriately. 
Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty violate ethical and intellectual principles. 
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In every course, students are required to view the Understanding Plagiarism video and complete the 
Understanding Plagiarism Quiz prior to completing any of the course content. These items are part of the 
course orientation. 

Academic Achievement 
  
UNW students requesting academic accommodations in association with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) are directed to notify Disability Services to begin the application process.  Academic 
Achievement also provides the following: Writing Tutoring, Subject Tutoring, advocating, transitional 
skill building, Academic Coaching (organization, time management, test taking, etc.).   
   
Contact Academic Achievement for more information: AcademicAchievement@unwsp.edu | 651-628-
3316 | N4012 (Revised 07/21).  

Support Services 
Links to support services are available found in the Student Services section at the top of the course site. 

COURSE POLICIES AND INFORMATION 
Email and Announcements 
Students are responsible to regularly check their Northwestern student email and the announcements in 
the course site in order to receive updates and information.  

Attendance  
Due to the accelerated nature of the online curricula, students are expected to participate in all course 
activities. Students must contact the faculty member in advance or as soon as possible if unable to 
participate in all or part of the course activities for a given week because of a medical (which includes 
having to quarantine or isolate due to COVID-19 exposure or confirmed illness), family, or work-related 
emergency. Students should refer to their course syllabus and/or faculty member for specific 
requirements. Students who do not participate in course activities and fail to withdraw from the course 
will receive a failing “F” grade. 

Submission Standards 
All assignments, unless otherwise stated, must be submitted on the course site in Microsoft Word 
document format (.doc or .docx). For all assignments, use a standard readable font, double-spaced, etc. 

Critical Response to Alternate Viewpoints 
When students are reading or viewing course materials, they may encounter viewpoints, words, or images 
that their instructors would not use or endorse. Students should know that materials are chosen for their 
value in learning to read, write, and view critically, not because the materials are necessarily Christian. 

Scholarly Research 
Quality participation in this course requires contribution of scholarly research to class interactions. 
Students can engage in external research via the Berntsen Library website by performing a search of the 
60+ databases available to students. Also available on the library site are multiple tutorials to educate 
learners in effective search techniques. Other credible journals/articles are options as well. 

mailto:academicachievement@unwsp.edu
https://nwc.mywconline.com/index.php?logout=YES
https://confluence.unwsp.edu/display/ACA/Subject+Tutoring
https://nwc.mywconline.com/index.php?logout=YES
mailto:AcademicAchievement@unwsp.edu
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ASSIGNMENTS 
See the course site for complete details on the assignments.  

Discussion Forums 
Online discussions represent tremendous learning opportunities because classmates can share viewpoints 
and other ways of expressing complicated concepts that enable others with diverse learning and cognitive 
styles to better grasp and master ideas. Approach discussions as learning opportunities where you learn 
from others and they learn from you. You are not just writing for the instructor to read and grade; you are 
also writing to converse and help others and yourself better learn and understand at a deeper level. Initial 
posts in each forum are due on Day 4 of each week, and two replies in each forum are due by Day 7 of 
each week. 

Poetry of the Psalms Paper 
Based on your reading for this week and the Pawson video, write a 5-page paper on the poetry of the 
psalms. For this exercise, choose a short psalm according to your own preference and analyze its poetics 
(e.g., parallelism, chiasm, meter, ellipsis and imagery). Bear in mind that few psalms display all these 
elements, and do not pick the psalm for what it displays; simply analyze what you do find. Then, bearing 
in mind the poetics and its importance for understanding meaning, explain the psalm to a lay audience. 
This exercise will help you to become comfortable using tools and categories of poetic analysis, an 
important aspect of exegesis for the poetic writings of the OT. Explaining what you discover to a lay 
audience will help you to move to a practical result for your work, normally the point of exegesis. Papers 
will be graded on quality of analysis and explanation of content and poetics, grammar, and style. Your 
paper should consciously reflect the week’s study, but you need not use footnotes. 

Theology of the Psalms Paper 
Based on your own reading of Psalms and bearing in mind content, structure and editorial shaping, write 
a 5-page paper proposing a theology of the Book of Psalms. You should find Dorsey and Lind especially 
helpful for this exercise. Should space limitations preclude a completely thorough analysis for you, 
indicate the direction(s) you would take if you had more time and space. Be sure to address explicitly each 
of the three elements named: content, structure and editorial shaping. Include a final paragraph 
explaining how your theology might aid or enrich our understanding and use of the Book of Psalms today. 
Through this exercise you will begin to command a holistic grasp of the book and its place in the history 
of God’s revelation in Scripture.   Papers will be graded on quality of analysis and explanation, grammar, 
and style. 

Theology of Job Paper 
Based on your own reading of Job and bearing in mind content, structure and editorial shaping, write a 5-
page paper proposing a theology of the Book of Job. You should find Dorsey and Boyd especially helpful 
for this exercise. Should space limitations preclude a completely thorough analysis for you, indicate the 
direction(s) you would take if you had more time and space. Be sure to address explicitly each of the three 
elements named: content, structure and editorial shaping. Include a final paragraph explaining how your 
theology might aid or enrich our understanding and use of the Book of Job today. This exercise will help 
you begin see the arc of God’s revelation in the Wisdom writings of the OT. Papers will be graded on 
quality of analysis and explanation, grammar, and style. 
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Theology of Proverbs Paper 
Based on your own reading of Proverbs and bearing in mind content, structure and editorial shaping, write 
a 5-page paper proposing a theology of the Book of Proverbs. You should find Dorsey and Waltke 
especially helpful for this exercise. Should space limitations preclude a completely thorough analysis for 
you, indicate the direction(s) you would take if you had more time and space. Be sure to address explicitly 
each of the three elements named: content, structure and editorial shaping. Include a final paragraph 
explaining how your theology might aid or enrich our understanding and use of the Book of Proverbs 
today. This exercise will help you continue to trace the arc of God’s revelation in the Wisdom writings of 
the OT as you consider this book over against Job and Ecclesiastes. Papers will be graded on quality of 
analysis and explanation, grammar, and style. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
Format 
This course is delivered in an online format that provides all learning activities online. The day the course 
starts is considered Day 1 of Week 1 for the course. For example, if a course begins on a Monday, then 
Day 1 is Monday, Day 4 is Thursday, and Day 7 is the following Sunday. 

This course is an accelerated course. As a rule of thumb, students should expect to spend on average 17.5 
hours on course work each week. 

Due Dates 
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be submitted on the course site by 11:59 p.m. CT on Day 
7 of each week. Please see the following schedule for details on when an assignment is due. 

For any questions regarding these assignments, contact the instructor. 

Orientation 
• Read the Getting Started Page 
• Participate in the Introductions Forum 
• View and Complete Understanding Plagiarism Presentation and Quiz 
• Complete Student Responsibilities Exercise 

Week 1: Old Testament Writings 
• Read the five Megillot and 1 Chronicles. 
• Read Longman/Enns 35-41, 272-274, 280-287, 457-464. 
• Read Longman/Enns 54-57, 156-160, 306-314, 472-476, 502-515, 520-525, 772-775. 
• View David Pawson, "Unlocking the Old Testament Part 30 - Hebrew Poetry" (34:47). 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Character of the Writings" Forum. 
• Submit 'Poetry of the Psalms" Paper.  

 
Due Day 4 
• Complete Original Post in "Character of the Writings" Forum. 

 
Due Day 7 
• Complete Replies in "Character of the Writings" Forum. 
• Submit "Poetry of the Psalms" Paper. 
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Week 2: The Book of Psalms 
• Read the Book of Psalms. 
• Read Longman/Enns 71-78, 149-155, 578-605. 
• Read Dorsey 173-186. 
• Read Lind "The Editing of the Psalter" 1-4. 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Formation and Structure of the Psalms" Forum. 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Israel and the Psalms" Forum. 
• Submit "Theology of the Psalms" Paper 

 
Due Day 4 
• Complete Original Post in "Formation and Structure of the Psalms" Forum. 
• Complete Original Post in "Israel and the Psalms" Forum. 

 
Due Day 7 
• Complete Replies in "Formation and Structure of the Psalms" Forum. 
• Complete Replies in "Israel and the Psalms" Forum. 
• Submit “Theology of the Psalms” Paper. 

Week 3: The Book of Job 
• Read the Book of Job. 
• Read Longman/Enns 78-85, 333-366, 853-858. 
• Read Dorsey 167-172. 
• Read Boyd "The Point of the Book of Job" 1-8. 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Formation and Structure of Job" Forum. 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Israel and Job" Forum. 
• Submit "Theology of Job" Paper. 

 
Due Day 4 
• Complete Original Post in "Formation and Structure of Job" Forum. 
• Complete Original Post in "Israel and Job" Forum 

 
Due Day 7 
• Complete Replies in "Formation and Structure of Job" Forum. 
• Complete Replies in "Israel and Job" Forum. 
• Submit "Theology of Job" Paper 

Week 4: The Book of Proverbs 
• Read the Book of Proverbs. 
• Read Longman/Enns 539-578, 901-912. 
• Read Dorsey 187-191. 
• Read Waltke "The Book of Proverbs and Old Testament Theology" Bibliotheca Sacra 136 (1979) 

302-317. 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Formation and Structure of Proverbs" Forum. 
• Submit Original Post and Replies in "Interpreting Proverbs" Forum 
• Submit "Theology of Proverbs" Paper. 
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Due Day 4 
• Complete Original Post in "Formation and Structure of Proverbs" Forum. 
• Complete Original Post in "Interpreting Proverbs" Forum 

 
Due Day 7 
• Complete Replies in "Formation and Structure of Proverbs" Forum. 
• Complete Replies in "Interpreting Proverbs" Forum. 
• Submit "Theology of Proverbs" Paper. 
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