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BSM4052 Macroeconomics 
University of Northwestern – St. Paul 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students review economic history, tracing the development of capitalism and communism through the 

current international economy; marginal analysis; demand, supply, and full employment; and fiscal and 

monetary policies are also discussed. 

Credits: 2 

Prerequisites: None 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Please see “Contacting the Instructor” on the course site. 

COURSE OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, a successful student will be able to 

CO-1. Explain the basic concepts of resource use and distribution from a national, or 
macro, viewpoint.   

CO-2. Describe the various concepts of economics including GDP, economic growth, 
inflation, size of government, poverty, and money supply  

CO-3. Apply concepts of economics to the United States and other free market societies. 
CO-4. Analyze the economic impact of actions by various players in the economy such as 

businesses and governments 

MATERIALS 

Required Textbooks and Materials 
This course uses the following open textbook at no cost to students. A link to a digital copy of the open 
textbook is provided on the course site.   

Principles of Macroeconomics, OpenStax 

Required Tools 
For this course, students will need access to Microsoft Office (available at no cost to students through the 

University of Northwestern-St. Paul), a PDF reader, and a standard internet browser. Please refer to the 

Tech Requirements found in the Technology Help section at the top of the course site for the full 

requirements. 

GRADING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Course Grade Explanation 
Assignments Grade Weight 
Discussion Forums (4)                                                                  10  
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Weekly Quizzes (4)                                                                        25  
Weekly Assignments (4)                                                               25  
Projects (2)                                                                                      40      
 Total:  100 
   

Grading Scale Percentages 
A ≥ 93 B ≥ 83 C ≥ 73 D ≥ 63 

A- ≥ 90 B- ≥ 80 C- ≥ 70 D- ≥ 60 

B+ ≥ 87 C+ ≥ 77 D+ ≥ 67 F < 60 

Late Work  
All assignments are due as described in the course syllabus. Students are responsible for meeting 

assignment deadlines. Late assignments will be deducted one full letter grade (e.g., A to B) per day; late 

assignments will not be accepted for a grade beyond 3 calendar days past the original deadline. Forum 

discussion activities must be completed on time; late forum posts will not receive any credit. Students 

should contact the instructor via e-mail if an extenuating circumstance exists. 

Feedback Expectations 
Students should expect feedback for their submitted assignments within 5 days of the assignment due 

date or the time of their submission, whichever is later. 

INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES AND SERVICES 

Guidelines and Information 
Students are responsible for policies and procedures found in the Office of Adult & Graduate Studies 

Catalog located on theROCK. These policies include the following: 

 Deadlines for dropping or withdrawing 

 Attendance 

 Class cancellations 

 Plagiarism and cheating 

 Grading System 

 Complaints, exceptions, and appeals 

Instructors may have course-related expectations that further detail the policies and procedures outlined 

in the catalog. Any such expectations must be provided to students in writing (e.g., handout, course site 

posting) prior to or at the beginning of the class. 

Traditional undergraduate students enrolled in A&GS courses are subject to the traditional undergraduate 

student handbook for all non-course-specific policies and procedures. 

Academic Integrity 
Members of the Northwestern community mutually commit to personal integrity and honesty. Students 

submitting work are expected to convey their own thoughts unless the source is cited appropriately. 

Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty violate ethical and intellectual principles. 
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In every course, students are required to view the Understanding Plagiarism video and complete the 

Understanding Plagiarism Quiz prior to completing any of the course content. These items are part of the 

course orientation. 

Academic Achievement/Disability Services Statement 
UNW students seeking academic accommodations in association with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) are directed to immediately notify Disability Services. 
 
In addition to Disability Services, Academic Achievement houses the following programs for further 
academic success:  

 Writing & Testing Center, N4012 • 651-628-3316 

 CLT (cultural, language, or other significant transitions) 

 Academic Coaching  
 

Contact Academic Achievement for more information: 

 academicachievement@unwsp.edu  •  651-631-5292  •   N4015 
(Revised July 2019) 

Support Services 
Links to support services are available found in the Student Services section at the top of the course site. 

COURSE POLICIES AND INFORMATION 

Email and Announcements 
Students are responsible to regularly check their Northwestern student email and the announcements in 

the course site in order to receive updates and information.  

Attendance  
Due to the accelerated nature of the online curriculum, students are expected to participate in all course 

activities. Students must contact their instructor in advance or as soon as possible if unable to participate 

in all or part of the course activities for a given week because of a medical, family, or work-related 

emergency. Students should refer to their course syllabus and/or instructor for specific requirements. 

Students who do not participate in course activities and fail to withdraw from the course will receive a 

failing “F” grade. 

Submission Standards 
All assignments, unless otherwise stated, must be submitted on the course site in Microsoft Word 

document format (.doc or .docx). For all assignments, use a standard readable font, double-spaced, etc. 

Critical Response to Alternate Viewpoints 
When students are reading or viewing course materials, they may encounter viewpoints, words, or images 

that their instructors would not use or endorse. Students should know that materials are chosen for their 

value in learning to read, write, and view critically, not because the materials are necessarily Christian. 

Scholarly Research 
Quality participation in this course requires contribution of scholarly research to class interactions. 

Students can engage in external research via the Berntsen Library website by performing a search of the 

mailto:academicachievement@unwsp.edu
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60+ databases available to students. Also available on the library site are multiple tutorials to educate 

learners in effective search techniques. Other credible journals/articles are options as well. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
See the course site for complete details on the assignments.  

Learning Activities 
Each week contains two to four learning activities that include assigned reading from the textbook, 

videos related to the topic, and key concept review activities. The learning activities are designed to 

equip you to meet the learning objectives each week. It is critical that you complete all the learning 

activities in order to be fully prepared for the assessments.  

Textbook Reading 
There is a link on the course site to the textbook, Principles of Marcoeconomics. You have the option to 

view the textbook online, or download a PDF at no cost. Each weekly activity in the course site specifies 

which chapters you are expected to read. You are encouraged to take note as you read to help prepare 

for the weekly quizzes. 

Videos 
Selected videos are presented to provide an opportunity to learn from experts in the field and visualize 

the material that is being covered. These videos provide explanations of certain concepts that are 

covered and help prepare you for quizzes and assignments. The videos are located in the Learning 

Activities section on the course site, and should be viewed at the beginning of each week. 

Key Concepts Review Activities 
An interactive review of key concepts in each chapter are provided in each activity page. The purpose of 

the review is to assist in mastering the key concepts and terms covered in each chapter. Try out the 

different study modes, available at in the bottom, right corner, to help master these key concepts. 

Discussion Forums 
Each week you will have the opportunity to participate in a class discussion forum. The purpose of the 
discussion forums is to provide you with a platform to discuss the concepts we have covered in the class, 
and to discuss your ideas with your peers. You are expected to post your views about a given topic, in a 
respectful and positive manner, to initiate dialog with your classmates.  
 
You are expected to reply to at least two of your classmates' posts.  Your response to classmates' posts 

must be positive and reinforcing. No negative criticism of other's points of view are allowed, and all are 

expected to be cordial and respectful in their responses. A reply that includes only statements of "I 

agree", "I liked what you said about...," and/or "I appreciated..." will not be graded. A good reply 

requires critical thinking skills, affirmations, challenges, questions, scriptural support, creative 

application, further examples, relevant stories, and other evidence that you understand the initial post, 

and that the post inspired you to think further about the topic. 
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Each substantive post can only earn a maximum of 4 points and accumulates across the week toward a 
maximum of 10 points by the end of each week. Earn rating points for the presence of the following in 
your posts: 
 

 1 point for Evidence of Study—Proficient reference of course learning resources and concepts 

 1 point for Contribution—Leads conversation by contributing relevant value beyond existing 
course resources such as new examples, illustrations, critical thinking questions, cited 
references, links, or related current events 

 1 point for Proper Mechanics—Correct grammar, clarity, organization, respectfulness, openness 
to healthy debate, concise 

 1 point for Early Posting—Post is created prior to 11:59 p.m. on Day 4 and earns at least 1 point 
for either Evidence of Study or Contribution 

 

Concepts Quizzes 
The purpose of the quizzes is to provide an opportunity to demonstrate understanding of the material 
covered in a given week. Each week, you will complete a 20 question, multiple-choice quiz covering the 
concepts in the textbook and videos.  Each quiz has a thirty-minute time limit, and up to three attempts 
are allowed. Your highest score will be recorded in the gradebook. 
 

Weekly Assignments 
Each week several short-answer and essay questions are assigned. The purpose of these assignments is 
to provide opportunity to demonstrate applying of the concepts covered in the class. Upon completion, 
upload the file in assignment submission area on the course site. All assignments should be completed 
using Microsoft Word. University of Northwestern is pleased to provide Microsoft Office to every 
student free of charge, which includes Word. The link to download Office is available in the Technology 
Help portal at the top of the course site.     

Current Event Projects 
Two current event projects are assigned in the course; one is due during week 2 and the other during 

week 4. The purpose of these projects is to apply concepts that were discussed during the course and 

analyze them utilizing current economic events. 

Select one of several topics listed in assignment instructions on the course site to research and find a 

current event related to the topic.  Create a 7 – 10 minute VoiceThread presentation and submit to the 

course site. Project specification and research tools are located in the project submission forum. The 

projects will be assessed using the Project Rubrics, located in the Rubric Directory toward the top of the 

course site. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Format 
This course is delivered in an online format that provides all learning activities online. The day the course 

starts is considered Day 1 of Week 1 for the course. For example, if a course begins on a Monday, then 

Day 1 is Monday, Day 4 is Thursday, and Day 7 is the following Sunday. 

This course is an accelerated course. As a rule of thumb, students should expect to spend on average 17.5 

hours on course work each week. 
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Due Dates 
Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be submitted on the course site by 11:59 p.m. CT on Day 

7 of each week. Please see the following schedule for details on when an assignment is due. 

For any questions regarding these assignments, contact the instructor. 

Orientation 
 Read the Getting Started Page 

 Participate in the Introductions Forum 

 View and Complete Understanding Plagiarism Presentation and Quiz 

 Complete Student Responsibilities Exercise 

Week 1: Introduction to Economics and Macroeconomics 
 Complete Activity 1.1: Introduction to Economics 

 Complete Activity 1.2: Choice in a World of Scarcity 

 Complete Activity 1.3: Supply and Demand 

 Complete Activity 1.4: Understanding GDP 

 Participate in Wk 1 Forum: What is Economics? 

 Begin Current Event Project #1 (assignment description is located in Week 2) 

Due Day 7  
 Complete participation in Wk 1 Forum: What is Economics? 

 Complete Wk 1 Concepts Quiz 

 Submit Wk 1 Assignment 

Week 2: Economic Growth and Unemployment 
 Complete Activity 2.1: Labor and Financial Markets 

 Complete Activity 2.2: Economic Growth 

 Complete Activity 2.3: Unemployment 

 Complete Activity 2:4: Introduction to the Aggregate Demand/Aggregate Supply Model 

 Participate in Wk 2 Forum: Economic Growth and Unemployment 

Due Day 7  
 Complete participation in Wk 2 Forum: Economic Growth and Unemployment 

 Complete Wk 2 Concepts Quiz 

 Submit Wk 2 Assignment 

 Submit Current Event Project #1 

Week 3: Economic Growth and Inflation 
 Complete Activity 3.1: Inflation 

 Complete Activity 3.2: The Aggregate Demand/Aggregate Supply Model 

 Participate in Wk 3 Forum: Inflation 

 Begin Current Event Project #2 (assignment description is located in Week 4) 

Due Day 4 
 Complete Current Event Project #1 peer feedback 

Due Day 7  
 Complete participation in Wk 3 Forum: Inflation 
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 Complete Wk 3 Concepts Quiz 
 Submit Wk 3 Assignment 

Week 4: Economic Models and Government Spending 
 Complete Activity 4.1: The Keynesian Perspective 
 Complete Activity 4.2: The Neoclassical Perspective 
 Complete Activity 4.3: The Impacts of Government Borrowing 
 Participate in Wk 4 Forum: Neoclassical Economics 

Due Day 7  
 Complete participation in Wk 4 Forum: Neoclassical Economics 
 Complete Wk 4 Concepts Quiz 
 Submit Wk 4 Assignment 
 Submit Current Event Project #2 


