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Course Information 

Instructor Information 

See the online course in Blackboard for instructor contact information and availability.  

Textbook and Course Materials 

Required Textbook 

Benward, Bruce and Marilyn Saker. Music in Theory and Practice. 10th ed. Vol. 1. New 
York, NY: 2021. 

• IBSN: 9781260055825 
• Purchase Text from McGraw Hill 

Other Required Materials 

• Music notation paper (staff paper) for assignments (website: Blank Sheet Music) 
• MuseScore free music notation software (Download MuseScore) 
• A recording device to record short audio files (computer, phone, handheld 

recorder) 
• Pencils (no assignments are to be completed in pen) 
• Access to a scanner OR scanner app to create PDF files 

Contact the Scribner Bookstore for ordering information.  

Course Description  

The practice of music requires the musician to develop and become proficient in both 
craftsmanship and in artistic expression. Musicianship will be primarily concerned with 
developing the student’s craftsmanship, building a strong foundation of the elemental 
building blocks of music. Students will come to experience, investigate, and utilize these 
building blocks in a variety of ways. As a result, the student will develop the necessary 
visual, aural, and physical skills to function and flourish as a musician.  MUS 225 will 
build on the foundational building blocks of the previous two Basic Musicianship courses, 
MUS 101 & 102. 

Credit Hours 

3 Credit Hours 

Prerequisites and/or Co-requisites 

Successful completion of MUS 102 

Learning Outcomes 

 Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
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• Understand the building blocks of music. 
• Recognize, identify, and label elements of music. 
• Develop the visual, aural, and physical skills to experience elements of 

music. 
• Use this new understanding and skill set to improve our skills in artistic 

expression. 

Course Format and Design 

This course is offered fully online in modular format. The course is designed to provide 
students with a variety of learning experiences and equip students with learning 
resources and activities that enable learning outcomes.  

University Information and Policies 

University Mission Statement 

Prepare each student for a meaningful life and career 

The mission of Virginia Wesleyan University is to engage students of diverse ages, 
religions, ethnic origins, and backgrounds in a rigorous liberal arts education that will 
prepare them to meet the challenges of life and career in a complex and rapidly 
changing world. In this endeavor, the university employs a wide range of approaches to 
teaching and learning and provides opportunities to connect the study of the liberal arts 
with practical learning experiences on campus, in the Hampton Roads region, and 
throughout the world. In accord with our United Methodist heritage, Virginia Wesleyan 
aspires to be a supportive community that is committed to social responsibility, ethical 
conduct, higher learning, and religious freedom. 

Special Needs and Accommodations 

Virginia Wesleyan University is committed to giving all students the opportunity of 
academic success. If you are a student who is requesting accommodations based on the 
academic impact of a disability, speak to your instructor about your accommodations 
letter and specific needs. If you do not have an accommodations letter for this course, 
you will need to visit or call for an appointment with a disability support specialist to 
coordinate reasonable accommodations. Visit Virginia Wesleyan University Disability 
Support Services on the Web.  

Honor Code 

As a liberal arts university, Virginia Wesleyan is committed to values of citizenship and 
social responsibility fundamental to a community of scholars. People who join this 
academic community agree to maintain academic honesty and, therefore, not to cheat, 
lie, falsify data, or commit plagiarism or academic theft. Refer to the Virginia Wesleyan 
Honor Code for definitions, rights, responsibilities, and procedures.  
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Student Handbook 

All students are expected to uphold the university’s mission statement and abide by the 
university’s honor code, the Virginia Wesleyan Creed, and all other standards that 
govern the conduct and behavior of students. For more information, refer to the student 
handbook. 

Technology Requirements 

Online courses require that you have access to a computer with a reliable Internet 
connection (high-speed access recommended). A backup plan is recommended in the 
event of an Internet outage.  
 
You will need to have access to and be able to use the following: 

• A Web browser (Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox is recommended) 
• Adobe Acrobat Reader (Get Adobe Acrobat Reader free) 
• Microsoft Office 365 (Get Office 365 free)  
• A Virginia Wesleyan e-mail account to use when submitting assignments 
• A scanner or scanner app to create PDF files 
• The ability to record short audio files that can be uploaded or emailed 

For assistance with passwords and user IDs, contact the Virginia Wesleyan Help Desk. 
For assistance with Blackboard, please contact the Help Center.  

Instructional Technology 

For information, support, and training in the academic software of the university, refer to 
the university’s department of Instructional Technology.  

Learning Center 

Contact the Learning Center for the following services: 

• Academic advocacy and communication 
• Academic planning and workshops 
• Academic tutoring 
• Computers and assistive technology 
• Disability support services 
• Individualized writing assistance 
• Speech lab 

Hofheimer Library 

The Hofheimer Library supports the Virginia Wesleyan community by providing services, 
resources, and facilities that advance the academic program. Visit the Hofheimer Library 
on the Web for information, resources, services, and hours.  
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Nondiscrimination Statement 

Virginia Wesleyan University does not discriminate against students of any race, religion, 
color, creed, gender, national and ethnic origin, age, marital status, covered veteran 
status, handicap, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status in 
administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan 
programs, and athletic and other university-administered programs and facilities. 

Diversity Statement 

Virginia Wesleyan University values the benefits of its diversity. We are committed to 
educating the campus community about issues of diversity. The campus promotes 
freedom of thought and opinion in the spirit of mutual respect. Our campus community is 
enriched through programs, activities, and interactions by celebrating our uniqueness as 
well as our commonalities. 
 
This commitment to diversity links programs and services that support the 
distinctiveness of individuals regardless of racial and ethnic backgrounds, physical and 
cognitive abilities, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic 
status, age, and religious and spiritual values. 
 
An essential feature of this community is an environment in which all students, faculty, 
administrators, and staff are able to study and work free from bias and harassment. 
Such an environment contributes to the growth and development of each member of the 
community. 

Course Policies 

Participation 

Participation in this class is asynchronous. However, it is still essential to student 
success. Students are expected to complete assignments on time, communicate with 
their professor in a timely manner, and contribute to online discussion with the class.  

Late Work 

Late assignments will receive a 10% deduction for each day they are late. After the third 
day, the assignments will not be accepted, and the student will receive 0% for the 
assignment. 

Makeup Work 

Makeup work will only be assigned on an individual basis in the most extenuating of 
circumstances. 

Extra Credit 

There are no extra-credit assignments planned for this course. However, the professor 
reserves the right to assign extra-credit work wherever they deem fit. 
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Netiquette Guide 

It is important to recognize that the online classroom is in fact a classroom, and certain 
behaviors are expected when you communicate with both your peers and your 
instructors. These guidelines for online behavior and interaction are known as netiquette.  
 

Security 

Remember that your password is the only thing protecting you from pranks or more 
serious harm. 

• Don't share your password with anyone. 
• Change your password if you think someone else might know it. 
• Always log out when you are finished using the system. 

General Guidelines 

When communicating online, you should always: 

• Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in email or any other 
communication. 

• Always use your professor’s proper title: Dr. or Prof., or if in doubt use Mr. or 
Ms. 

• Unless specifically invited, don’t refer to your instructor by first name. 
• Always strive to use clear and concise language. 
• Remember that all college level communication should have correct spelling 

and grammar (this includes discussion boards). 
• Avoid slang terms such as “wassup?” and texting abbreviations such as “u” 

instead of “you.” 
• Use standard fonts such as Ariel, Calibri, or Times new Roman and use a 

size 10 or 12 pt. font 
• Avoid using the caps lock feature AS IT CAN BE INTERPRETTED AS 

YELLING. 
• Limit and possibly avoid the use of emoticons. 
• Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm as tone is sometimes lost in an 

email or discussion post and your message might be taken seriously or 
sound offensive. 

• Be careful with personal information (both yours and other’s). 
• Do not send confidential information via e-mail. 

Email 

When you send an email to your instructor, teaching assistant, or classmates, you 
should: 

• Use a descriptive subject line. 
• Be brief. 
• Avoid attachments unless you are sure your recipients can open them. 
• Avoid HTML in favor of plain text. 
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• Sign your message with your name and return e-mail address. 
• Think before you send the e-mail to more than one person. Does everyone 

really need to see your message? 
• Be sure you REALLY want everyone to receive your response when you 

click, “reply all.” 
• Be sure that the message author intended for the information to be passed 

along before you click the “forward” button. 

Message Board Guidelines 

When posting on the Discussion Board in your online class, you should: 

• Make posts that are on topic and within the scope of the course material. 
• Take your posts seriously and review and edit your posts before sending. 
• Be as brief as possible while still making a thorough comment. 
• Always give proper credit when referencing or quoting another source. 
• Be sure to read all messages in a thread before replying. 
• Don’t repeat someone else’s post without adding something of your own to it. 
• Avoid short, generic replies such as, “I agree.” You should include why you 

agree or add to the previous point. 
• Always be respectful of other’s opinions even when they differ from your own. 
• When you disagree with someone, you should express your differing opinion 

in a respectful, non-critical way. 
• Do not make personal or insulting remarks. 
• Be open-minded. 

Strategies for Success 

1. Treat an online course like a “real” course. 
2. Hold yourself accountable. 
3. Practice time management. 
4. Create a regular study space and stay organized. 
5. Eliminate distractions. 
6. Figure out how you learn best 
7. Actively participate 
8. Leverage your network 

 
For more information on strategies for success visit: Tips for Taking Online Classes - 8 
Strategies for Success 
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Course Grades and Assignments 

Grade Allocation 
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Grading Scale  

A 93–100 
A- 90–92 
B+ 88–89 
B 83–87 
B- 80–82 
C+ 78–79 
C 73–77 
C- 70–72 
D+ 68–69 
D 63–67 
D- 60–62 
F Below 60 

Assignment Descriptions 

Weekly Discussions 

Students will create posts based on weekly discussion board topics. Students will also 
post thoughtful responses to their classmates’ posts. 
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Reading Quizzes 

Automatically graded online quizzes with fill in the blank, multiple choice, and true or 
false questions based on the weekly reading. 
 

Wiki Assignments 

Students are required to make weekly entries in a class Wiki in Blackboard that define 
terms or concepts learned in the weekly readings. These terms and concepts will be 
assigned from a list provided by the instructor at the beginning of each week. Each entry 
should contain a thorough definition/explanation and an example of the term/concept, 
include images and/or web links when appropriate. Students are required to make a 
comment on two entries (not their own). 

Written Music Theory Assignment. 

1. Download all of the attached files  
2. Answer each question by carefully following the directions.  
3. Save your assignment files with your name at the end of the file name. 
4. Submit by uploading each file to the assignment module. 

Download each and every assignment file for this week’s Written Theory 
Assignment. Save each assignment file will your name at the end of the file name.  
Also, add your name to the document next to the title of the assignment.  

There are generally two different types of files used for Written Theory 
Assignments: Word Documents and MuseScore Files.  For the word documents you 
are asked to type your answers into text boxes that are provided. For the 
MuseScore files you will be prompted to add specific notes, rhythms, and or Roman 
numeral analysis to music scores that have been specially formatted.  Please do not 
change the formatting or structure of any of the assignment files.  If you run into a 
problem with the formatting of any assignment file please email the instructor 
immediately.  

Aural Skills Dictation Assignment  

1. Download the attached files (but not the mp3 files) 
2. Answer each questions by listening to the corresponding sound file.  
3. Save your assignment files with your name at the end of the file name. 
4. Submit by uploading each file to the assignment module.   

Download each and every assignment file for this week’s Aural Skills Work. Save 
each assignment file will your name at the end of the file name.  Also, add your 
name to the document next to the title of the assignment.  

There are generally two different types of files used for Aural skills work: Word 
Documents and MuseScore Files.  For the word documents you are asked to type 
your answers into text boxes that are provided. For the MuseScore files you will be 
prompted to add specific notes, rhythms, and or Roman numeral analysis to music 
scores that have been specially formatted.  Please do not change the formatting or 
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structure of any of the assignment files.  If you run into a problem with the formatting 
of any assignment file please email the instructor immediately.  

Each question has a corresponding sound file that you will need to listen to before 
answering the question. The sound files are labeled in such a way that you should 
be able to locate corresponding sound files and Aural skills questions. You may 
listen to the sound files as many times as necessary to answer each question.  

Once you have answered all of the questions on the Aural skills worksheets be sure 
to save them with your full name at the end of the file name and upload them to the 
assignment module.    

Aural Skills Solfege Assignments  

1. Download the attached files 
2. Read the directions carefully and practice singing the exercises assigned to this 

weeks homework.  You should sing each exercise 6 times everyday for 4 days.  
3. At the end of the fourth day, make a recording of you singing the assignments.  
4. Save files with your name at the end of the file name. 
5. Submit by uploading each file to the assignment module. 

Download the Aural skills Solfege Assignment file. You will use this same file 
multiple times throughout the semester so please don’t discard it. Read the exercise 
directions and sing the exercise correctly six times each day for four days.  

As you sing each assignment you should focus on pitch accuracy. These solfege 
exercises are intended to develop your inner each and your ability to produce a 
proper pitch in association with other pitches. Do not get overly distracted with 
critiquing your individual vocal quality. These exercises are not intended to be vocal 
performances; they are intended to improve your ability to hear music.   

After practicing the assigned exercises six times a day for four days, you will need 
to record yourself singing the exercises. These recordings can be made with a 
digital recording device, a camera, a cellphone, or a DAW. The files should be 
saved with your name at the end of the file name and submitted to the assignment 
module. 

Final Composition Project 

Students are required to complete a final composition project that demonstrates their 
comprehension of the concepts synthesized in MUS 225. The assignment directions are 
available on BlackBoard. Students are required to use MuseScore to generate their 
composition and upload the final document to BlackBoard. 

Final Exam 

Students will complete an exam with written and automatically graded sections that 
demonstrates their understanding of the cumulative course material. Students will 
complete assignments using word documents and MuseScore files and submit 
completed assignments to BlackBoard.  
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Course Schedule 
Refer to the academic calendar for important university dates.  
 
The instructor reserves the right to make necessary changes, additions, deletions, and revisions 
to the course schedule as needed.  
 

Module Readings Assignments Due 
1. Review of 

Four-voice triads, 
Cadences and 

Music in Theory and Practice 
(MTP): Ch. 5: Part 1 

Read pp: 96-102 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 

2. Review of 
Non-harmonic 

tones. 

Music in Theory and Practice 
(MTP): Ch. 5: Part 2 
Read pp: 102-112 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 

3. Counterpoint I MTP: Ch. 8: Part 1 
Read pp: 163-167 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 

4. Counterpoint II MTP: Ch. 8: Part 2 
Read pp: 167-182 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 
5. Four-Part 

Voice Leading I 
 

MTP: Ch. 9: Part 1 
Read pp: 191-198 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 

6. Four-Part 
Voice Leading II 

 

MTP: Ch. 9: Part 2 
Read pp:  198-204 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 

7. Harmonic 
Progression; 

Harmonic 
Rhythm 

MTP: Ch. 10:  
Read pp:213-224 

Wiki Assignment Entry – 30 points 
Discussion Board Assignment – 30 points 

Reading Quiz – 10 Points 
Music Theory Assignment –30 points 

Aural Skills Assignments – 10 points each 

8. Final Exam N/A 
 

Final Exam 
Composition Project 
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Collaborative Learning 

Collaborative learning, through engagement of other students, is a key ingredient of 
participatory learning. Students can expect each online course to have some degree of 
collaborative learning. The type of collaboration may be minimal and take the form of weekly 
small group discussions. 
  
Alternatively, the type of collaboration may be a major virtual team project that requires weekly 
and substantive participation from all members. Regardless of the type of collaborative 
learning, all students are expected to participate in a timely, substantive, on-subject, 
professional, and complete manner.  

Hints for Success in Your Online Course 

1. Be sure you have access to proper computer equipment, Internet service, and software 
as listed above. 
 

2. Designate certain times each week to work on your course. Plan ahead, avoid 
procrastination, even out your workload, and absorb material before moving on.  
 

3. Have a specific achievement goal for each log-on session to help you accomplish what 
you need to get done and avoid distractions 
 

4. Actively participate in discussions. Meaningful interchange will lead to better 
understanding of various aspects of the course and also contribute to the personality 
and warmth of the online class community. 
 

5. If assigned to an online team or study group, work with your team members actively from 
the start. Thus, team members will benefit from the other group members’ ideas and 
experiences and can depend on one another to complete assigned tasks.  
 

6. Practice an informal but organized, concise, and clear writing style that aids online 
communication.  
 

7. Venture beyond the classroom. The Internet medium of the online classroom gives 
ready access to electronic libraries and to pertinent websites that offer a significant 
advantage in understanding graduate-level material.  
 

8. Your class may occasionally use short multimedia components to enrich the learning 
environment. Follow the instructions provided. 
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Appendix 

Recommended Web Resources 

• McGraw-Hill Connect - Music in Theory and Practice Audio Examples 
• MuseScore 
• Blank Sheet Music 
• MusicTheory.Net 
• Open Music Theory 
• Teoria 
• Dave Conservatoire 
• Music Theory for Musicians and Normal People 
• Toned Ear 


