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Course Information 

Instructor Information 

See the online course in Blackboard for instructor contact information and availability.  

Textbook and Course Materials 

Des Jardins, Joseph R. Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to Environmental 
Philosophy (fifth edition). Boston, MA: WADSWORTH Cengage Learning, 2013. ISBN: 
13: 978-1-133-04997-5 

Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac (1987). New York, Oxford University Press, 
ISBN: 0-18-505928-X 

Contact the Scribner Bookstore for ordering information.  

Course Description  

From ancient Sumer to the present, ecological realities have required human beings to 
reflect on their values and their responsibilities to nature. Students examine the 
relevance of philosophy to environmental questions and, in particular, explore the 
connection between the environment and ethics. 

Credit Hours 

4 

Prerequisites and/or Co-requisites 

No prerequisites 

Learning Outcomes 

The ability to make reasoned judgments about ethical issues that arise in our relations 
with our environment is an important skill for all persons. Students who successfully 
complete this course will be able to: 

● Recognize and understand how ethical questions emerge from the ways human 
beings live in and with the natural world; 

● Develop critical reasoning skills for analyzing and responding to ethical issues 
underlying environmental and ecological controversies; 

● Articulate their own personal values, beliefs, and attitudes about the environment 
as well as opposing views on ethical issues; and 

● Learn how to reflect ethically on the environment. 

https://www.vwu.edu/bookstore/
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Course Format and Design 

This course is offered fully online in modular format. The course is designed to provide 
students with a variety of learning experiences and equip students with learning 
resources and activities that enable learning outcomes.  

Each week, you will find in the course Module references to readings, mini-lectures, 
video presentations, quizzes, study questions, and a Discussion Board. Unless 
otherwise instructed: 

• Following completion of the readings and/or viewings, your response to the Study 
Questions or Quiz will “unlock” the Discussion Board. You should respond to the 
Study Questions or take the Quiz before the end of Day 3 (i. e. before midnight). 

• You must then post an original response to each of the Study Questions for the week 
no later than the end of Day 4 (i.e. before midnight). 

• You will then post responses to at least two of your classmates’ postings no later 
than the end of Day 7 (i.e. before midnight). 

• All other modular assignments, Sense of Place Journal or essay, are also due by the 
end of Day 7 as well. 

• You are allowed one late Primary Post submission without penalty. After that, each 
late submission will reduce your discussion grade. 

• Any submission not received by Day 7 at midnight of a given week will be counted as 
missed. You may miss two submissions without penalty, after which each missed 
submission will lower your grade. Each required posting and response is considered 
a submission. 

University Information and Policies 

University Mission Statement 

Prepare each student for a meaningful life and career 

The mission of Virginia Wesleyan University is to engage students of diverse ages, 
religions, ethnic origins, and backgrounds in a rigorous liberal arts education that will 
prepare them to meet the challenges of life and career in a complex and rapidly 
changing world. In this endeavor, the university employs a wide range of approaches to 
teaching and learning and provides opportunities to connect the study of the liberal arts 
with practical learning experiences on campus, in the Hampton Roads region, and 
throughout the world. In accord with our United Methodist heritage, Virginia Wesleyan 
aspires to be a supportive community that is committed to social responsibility, ethical 
conduct, higher learning, and religious freedom. 

Special Needs and Accommodations 

Virginia Wesleyan University is committed to giving all students the opportunity of 
academic success. If you are a student who is requesting accommodations based on the 
academic impact of a disability, speak to your instructor about your accommodations 
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letter and specific needs. If you do not have an accommodations letter for this course, 
you will need to visit or call for an appointment with a disability support specialist to 
coordinate reasonable accommodations. Visit Virginia Wesleyan University Disability 
Support Services on the Web.  

Honor Code 

As a liberal arts university, Virginia Wesleyan is committed to values of citizenship and 
social responsibility fundamental to a community of scholars. People who join this 
academic community agree to maintain academic honesty and, therefore, not to cheat, 
lie, falsify data, or commit plagiarism or academic theft. Refer to the Virginia Wesleyan 
Honor Code for definitions, rights, responsibilities, and procedures.  

Student Handbook 

All students are expected to uphold the university’s mission statement and abide by the 
university’s honor code, the Virginia Wesleyan Creed, and all other standards that 
govern the conduct and behavior of students. For more information, refer to the student 
handbook. 

Technology Requirements 

Online courses require that you have access to a computer with a reliable Internet 
connection (high-speed access recommended). A backup plan is recommended in the 
event of an Internet outage.  

You will need to have access to and be able to use the following: 

● A Web browser (Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox is recommended.) 
● Adobe Acrobat Reader (Get Adobe Acrobat Reader free.) 
● Microsoft Office 365 (Get Office 365 free.)  
● A Virginia Wesleyan e-mail account  

For assistance with passwords and user IDs, contact the Virginia Wesleyan Help Desk. 

For assistance with Blackboard, please contact the Help Center.  

Instructional Technology 

For information, support, and training in the academic software of the university, refer to 
the university’s department of Instructional Technology.  

Learning Center 

Contact the Learning Center for the following services: 

● Academic advocacy and communication 
● Academic planning and workshops 
● Academic tutoring 
● Computers and assistive technology 

https://www.vwu.edu/academics/learning-center/disability-support-services.php
https://www.vwu.edu/academics/learning-center/disability-support-services.php
https://www.vwu.edu/academics/honor-code.php
https://www.vwu.edu/academics/honor-code.php
http://www.vwu.edu/student-life/student-affairs/student-handbook.php
http://www.vwu.edu/student-life/student-affairs/student-handbook.php
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/students/default.aspx?SearchType=1
https://www.vwu.edu/about-us/campus-offices/it-services/help-desk.php
http://content.learninghouse.com/clients/virginia-wesleyan/school-resources/help-center.html
http://www.vwu.edu/academics/instructional-technology-support.php
http://www.vwu.edu/academics/learning-center/
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● Disability support services 
● Individualized writing assistance 

● Speech lab 

Hofheimer Library 

The Hofheimer Library supports the Virginia Wesleyan community by providing services, 
resources, and facilities that advance the academic program. Visit the Hofheimer Library 
on the Web for information, resources, services, and hours.  

Nondiscrimination Statement 

Virginia Wesleyan University does not discriminate against students of any race, religion, 
color, creed, gender, national and ethnic origin, age, marital status, covered veteran 
status, handicap, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status in 
administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan 
programs, and athletic and other university-administered programs and facilities. 

Diversity Statement 

Virginia Wesleyan University values the benefits of its diversity. We are committed to 
educating the campus community about issues of diversity. The campus promotes 
freedom of thought and opinion in the spirit of mutual respect. Our campus community is 
enriched through programs, activities, and interactions by celebrating our uniqueness as 
well as our commonalities. 

This commitment to diversity links programs and services that support the 
distinctiveness of individuals regardless of racial and ethnic backgrounds, physical and 
cognitive abilities, family status, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic 
status, age, and religious and spiritual values. 

An essential feature of this community is an environment in which all students, faculty, 
administrators, and staff are able to study and work free from bias and harassment. 
Such an environment contributes to the growth and development of each member of the 
community. 

Course Policies 

Participation 

Full and consistent participation in the online discussions is expected. Studies 
show that most students who fail or do poorly in online courses do so because they do 
not consistently log on to the class each day. If you fail to log on for more than a day or 
two, you can quickly get behind, and it then becomes very difficult to catch up. You are 
expected to post discussion and study questions several times each week - at least 3 
times. You are expected to read 100% of all postings. The more you post and respond, 
the more you will learn. 

Plan to succeed. You should be actively engaged in this course each day throughout 
the week. Posting of your discussion contributions (Primary Post) for the online 

http://www.vwu.edu/library/
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discussion will need to be completed by Day 4, and your comments and responses to 
classmates’ postings by the end of Day 7 at midnight each week. You are encouraged to 
post your reflections as early as possible so that others will have ample opportunity to 
respond to your ideas - and you to theirs - before Day 4 and Day 7 evening deadlines. 

Late Work 

You are allowed one late Primary Post submission without penalty. After that, each late 
submission will reduce your grade. 

• Any submission not received by Day 7 at midnight of a given week will be counted as 
missed. You may miss two submissions without penalty, after which each missed 
submission will lower your grade. Each required posting and response is considered 
a submission. 

Makeup Work 

Makeup work may be accepted in rare cases that involve unavoidable family or medical 
issues that are supported by appropriate documentation.  

Extra Credit 

If you have additional time to work on this course, please devote it to improving the 
quality (and grade) of the required work and not try to do something “extra.” 

Netiquette Guide 

This class will require active and sustained online participation, with open and honest 
discussion (See Discussion Board below). We will be covering material that may 
challenge your values or your beliefs. While you may not agree with everything read, 
said, or posted, you owe it to each other to consider carefully and respectfully your 
classmate’s views. 

• Read carefully the posts you receive to make sure you understand what they are 
saying. 

• Read your responses carefully before you send them. Look for typos, but also read 
objectively. Is there anyway your message could be misunderstood? If so, rewrite it. 

• If you are replying to a post, quote the relevant part, but only the relevant part. 
Please avoid large chunks of quotation. 

• It’s alright to point out errors, but be kind. You might make an error someday, too! 

• Try to limit each post to one subject only. It is difficult to pick up a second or third 
point in a long post. 

• Not everyone you meet on the Discussion Board was born in the United States or is 
a native speaker of English. Make allowances for possible misunderstandings and 
unintended impoliteness in their use of words. 

REMEMBER: you are writing to communicate your ideas. If your readers do not 
understand your ideas as you intended them to be understood, you need to rewrite 
them.   



 

Page 7 of 15 

 

Strategies for Success 

Here’s a suggestion for organizing your time for a typical Module/Week: 

Day 1 & Day 2: 

Complete assigned lecture and/or readings; watch any PowerPoints or videos; check to 
see if an essay or Sense of Place Journal entry has been assigned and plan 
accordingly. You cannot do well in the course without completing the readings and 
watching and studying the PowerPoints or videos. 

Day 3 & Day 4: 

Respond to the Study Questions and/or take the Quiz to “unlock” the Discussion Board. 

Compose and post your answers to Study Questions. The earlier you do this, the better 
is will be for your classmates. Remember: your Primary Post is due on or before Day 4 
at midnight. 

Work on your essay or Sense of Place Journal if assigned.  

Day 5: 

Read classmates’ posts to the Discussion Board and post your replies - at least two.  

Reply to students who have engaged you in a discussion on the Discussion Board. 

Work on your Sense of Place Journal or Essay if assigned. 

Day 6 & Day 7: 

Review readings, lectures, media presentations and discussions. Reply to students who 
have engaged you in a discussion on the Discussion Board. 

Work on your Sense of Place Journal or essay if assigned. 

Make sure all work (Sense of Place Journal or essay) is turned in on time - by the end of 
Day 7. 
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Course Grades and Assignments 

Grade Allocation 

Assignment Percentages 

Weekly Discussions 25% 

Quizzes 20% 

Final Exam (Two parts at 10% each) 20% 

Two Essays (10% each) 20% 

Sense of Place Journal 15% 

Total Percentage Possible 100% 

Grading Scale  

A 93–100 
A- 90–92 
B+ 88–89 
B 83–87 
B- 80–82 
C+ 78–79 
C 73–77 
C- 70–72 
D+ 68–69 
D 63–67 
D- 60–62 
F Below 60 

Assignment Descriptions 

Weekly Responses to Study Questions or Quizzes (20%) 

Every week for each Module there will be study questions or a short quiz on Blackboard. 
Often, you must successfully complete the quiz and/or study Questions to “unlock” the 
Discussion Board for that Module. The quizzes are designed to take approximately 10-
15 minutes to complete if you have carefully read the assigned readings and watched or 
listened to all PowerPoints or videos.  

Discussion Board (25%) 

Discussion is a very important component of any philosophy course, and your 
engagement in discussion in this online course is no exception. When you are asked to 
discuss something on the Discussion Board, you are expected to join in a conversation 
with class members about the topic or reading(s) in question for that week or Module. 
This means having a dialogue” or “multilogue” - a give and take, back and forth 
conversation. 
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You must post at least three times each week. Your Primary Post is due no later than 
Day 4. Your Primary Post will address the case topic(s) for the week. You must then 
post 2 additional times commenting back to your classmates with a thoughtful 
evaluation of 2 primary posts no later than Day 7 (before midnight) that week. 
Discussion contributions will be evaluated on their originality, clarity, understanding of 
assigned readings and media presentations, and your critical reasoning. “Timeliness” - 
the extent to which your posts give your classmates ample time to read and respond - is 
important. 

Your post might 

1. Respond to a question or comment that is raised in the module or that your 
classmates have posted. 

2. Pick out a key point or two that caught your attention in the reading or presentations, 
summarize it, and say what you think about it and why. 

3. Pick out something you have a question about, quote it, try to analyze it, and then 
ask others in the class what they think it means. You are allowed one late Primary 
Post submission without penalty. After that, each late submission will reduce your 
grade. 
 

Any submission not received by Day 7 at midnight of a given week will be counted as 
missed. You may miss two submissions without penalty, after which each missed 
submission will lower your discussion grade. Each required posting is considered a 
submission. 

Your Posts on the Discussion Board should demonstrate that you have done and 
understand the readings, lectures, or media presentations, and that you have critically 
reflected on them. 

Your responses to the Posts of your fellow classmates should thoughtfully and 
constructively respond to their ideas. This means saying more than “I agree” or “I 
disagree.”  Since we are dealing with issues on which thoughtful people can and do 
disagree, you may disagree with them. And that is OK; but this disagreement must be 
respectful and offered constructively in the spirit of joint inquiry. You must explain (give 
reasons) why you disagree. On the other hand, if you agree with a classmate’s post, you 
must explain (give reasons) why you agree. In other words, should you agree, try to add 
something new or substantial to that student's post. In all cases, your post should reflect 
that you are keeping up and understanding the reading and viewing assignments. Your 
posts are not meant to be improvisational, but should engage and reflect course 
material.  

Discussion contributions will be graded for clarity, comprehension of assigned readings, 
analytical ability, originality, and timeliness. Posts that barely appear before the Day 7 
midnight deadline, and, therefore, do not contribute to our class conversation, will be 
graded down. 

Sense of Place Journal (15%)  

Your largest writing assignment in this course will be a Sense of Place Journal. The 
purpose of this assignment is for you to begin to connect your reading in environmental 
theory with a specific place. At 3 points during the course, as part of Module 2, Module 
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3, Module 4, and Module 6, you will share your progress on this assignment, and your 
thoughtful and prompt completion of these entries will contribute to this grade. Please 
see the Sense of Place handout for details. 

Journal Entries Due Date 

Preliminary Selection of a Place                                            DUE: Day 7, Module 2 

First Journal Entry, Sense of Place 
Journal (3%)            

DUE: Day 7, Module 2 

Second Journal Entry (3%)  Due Day 7, Module 3 

Third Journal Entry, Sense of Place 
Journal (3%)            

DUE:  Day 7, Module 5 

Final Journal Entry, Sense of Place 
Journal (6%)            

DUE:  Day 7, Module 8 

 

Essays/ Reflective, Critical Writings (20%) 

First Essay:  Nature Autobiography (10%)                                DUE Module 1, Day 7   
You will reflect critically on your experience and understanding of nature and compare it 
with Richard Louv’s argument in Last Child in the Woods. Please see Nature 
Autobiography Handout for specific details. 
  
Second Essay:  Eco Footprint (10%)                                        DUE Module 3, Day 7 
How big is yours?  
Global Footprint Calculator 
Using appropriate internet resources, you will compare and contrast the ecological 
footprints of at least three different lifestyles, your own included. In addition, you will 
reflect on the ethics of sustainability. Please see the Eco Footprint Handout for specific 
details. 

Academic Integrity 

A note about citations and plagiarism: Plagiarism involves presenting someone else’s 
work as your own. You need to be careful to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism. 
This means that if you ever use a phrase, a sentence, or an idea from a text, you must 
provide a citation to avoid plagiarism. If it is something we read for the class, you need 
only give the source and page number, e.g. (DesJardins, “Environmental Ethics,” p. 
100). If you picked up an idea from something else you read, you need to provide full 
bibliographic information of that text. If you don’t provide appropriate citations, this will 
affect your grade. If you have gone so far as to misrepresent another person’s work as 
your own by copying from another’s paper, using a paper writing service, copying 
something off the web, or out of a book or in any other way, I will assume you intend to 
commit plagiarism and will give you an “F.” 

 
Check out the following resources on plagiarism:    
How to Recognize Plagiarism: Tutorials and Tests  
Virginia Wesleyan University Honor Code 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/resources/footprint-calculator/
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/resources/footprint-calculator/
https://www.indiana.edu/~istd/plagiarism_test.html
https://www.indiana.edu/~academy/firstPrinciples/login.phtml?action=register&testLevel=UG
http://www.vwu.edu/about-us/campus-offices/human-resources/pdfs/honor-code/honor-code.pdf
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It is also critical that you use your own words when writing, whether it is a post, 
essay, quiz, or exam. If you are using a quote from anyone - your course instructor, a 
paper, or your classmates, you must attribute that quote to the person you are quoting 
and then in your own words explain your own opinion. If your opinion is based on 
someone else’s ideas and thoughts. please be sure to attribute them correctly.  

Final Examination (Cumulative) (20%) 

This two-part exam will cover assigned readings, videos, and class discussions of them 
and will involve describing, explaining, and evaluating texts, concepts, and arguments. 
The exam will combine essays with short answers. 

 
Part One (10%):  

Short Answer Exam. This portion of the exam will allow you to demonstrate that 
you have read course materials and have a basic informational understanding of 
key terms, ethical values, faith perspectives, and worldviews, much like that 
asked for on the modular quizzes or study questions. 

 Part Two (10%):   
Essay Exam. This part of the exam will allow you to demonstrate that in addition 
to a grasp of basic factual course content, you understand and are conversant 
with the conceptual material that we have covered. Essay questions on the 
exams will require interpretation and analysis and give you an opportunity to 
respond with more depth, creativity, and concrete detail. Essays should use 
complete sentences, specific examples, and give clear explanations that address 
the question asked. 
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Course Schedule 

Refer to the academic calendar for important university dates.  

The instructor reserves the right to make necessary changes, additions, deletions, and revisions 
to the course schedule as needed.  

Module Readings Assignments Due 

1 Introduction 
to 
Environmental 
Ethics:  
Thinking 
Ethically About 
the 
Environment 

“Environmental Ethics and Sylvan’s “Last Man” 
Argument” (video lecture/PPT, 18 minutes) 
 
Dr. Seuss, “The Lorax” – original (1972 TV 
special video, 30 minutes) 
 
DesJardins, Environmental Ethics – Chapter 1: 
Science, Politics and Ethics 
 
“The American Experience:  Rachel Carson’s 
Silent Spring” (video, 60 minutes 
 
Griswold, Eliza, “How ‘Silent Spring’ Ignited the 
Environmental Movement,” September 21, 
2012, The New York Times Magazine 
 

 

Primary #1 Post to Discussion 
Board due by Day 3 
 
Primary Posts #2 & #3 due by 
Day 4 
 
Brief Biography due Day 4 
 
Quiz due by Day 7 
 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Nature Autobiography due by 
Day 7 

 

2 Into the 
Philosophical 
Wild 

Part 1: How We Got Here 
 

• Lucht, Wolfgang, “Planting the 
Anthropocene’s roots in globalization” 

• Stromberg, “What Is the Anthropocene 
and Are We in It?" 

• Moody, David Edmund, “Welcome to the 
Anthropocene” 

• Race to Save the Planet: The 
Environmental Revolution (video) 

 
Part 2: Case Study: Disappearing and Extinct 
Species 
 

• Des Jardins, Ch. 2, “Ethical Theories and 
the Environment,” pp. 21-22. 

• Ehrlich, Ann and Paul, Extinction, Chapter 
1 “Should We Mourn the Dinosaurs?” 

• Center for Biological Diversity: “The 
Extinction Crisis” 

 

Study Questions/Quiz due by 
Day 4 
 
Primary Post #1 to Discussion 
Board due by Day 3  
Primary Post #2 due Day 5 
 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Quiz due by Day 7 
  
Entry 1, Sense of Place 
Journal due Day 7 

https://www.vwu.edu/academics/online-programs-calendar.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbtNdlCEqHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbtNdlCEqHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8V06ZOQuo0k
https://vwu.kanopy.com/video/american-experience-rachel-carson-s-silent-spring
https://vwu.kanopy.com/video/american-experience-rachel-carson-s-silent-spring
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/how-silent-spring-ignited-the-environmental-movement.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/23/magazine/how-silent-spring-ignited-the-environmental-movement.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05315-6
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05315-6
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/what-is-the-anthropocene-and-are-we-in-it-164801414/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/what-is-the-anthropocene-and-are-we-in-it-164801414/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-edmund-moody/welcome-to-the-anthropocene_b_8511254.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-edmund-moody/welcome-to-the-anthropocene_b_8511254.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t7fH6o-Tq8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t7fH6o-Tq8
https://virginiawesleyan.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-410881-dt-content-rid-2708111_1/courses/MasterPhil-ENVS304/Module%20Content/Ehrlichs%2C%20Rivet%20Poppers.pdf
https://virginiawesleyan.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-410881-dt-content-rid-2708111_1/courses/MasterPhil-ENVS304/Module%20Content/Ehrlichs%2C%20Rivet%20Poppers.pdf
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/elements_of_biodiversity/extinction_crisis/
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/biodiversity/elements_of_biodiversity/extinction_crisis/
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Module Readings Assignments Due 

Part 3: What is Ethics? What is Environmental 
Ethics? 
 

• Handout: Environmental Ethics Matters 
Slides and Lecture Notes  

• Des Jardins, Ch. 2, “Ethical Theories and 
the Environment,” pp. 23-45. 

3 The Place of 
Value(s) in a 
World of 
Fact(s) 

Des Jardins, Chapter 3: Ethics and Economics: 
Managing Public Lands 
 
“Giving a Dam: Congress Debates Hetch 
Hetchy” 
Chowder, Ken, “Can We Afford the 
Wilderness? The Battle still rages at the heart 
of the conservationist movement” 
 
“History of the Valley” & “Hetch Hetchy: Many 
Things to Many People" 
 
Baxter, William, “The Case for Optimal 
Pollution: People of Penguins” 
 
Mark Sagoff, “Zuckerman’s Dilemma” 
 
Film segments from "The Last Refuge" 

Study Questions/Quiz due by 
Day 4 

 
Primary Post to Discussion 
Board due by Day 4  

 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Entry 2, Sense of Place 
Journal due Day 7 

 
 

4 Extending the 
Moral 
community:  
Responsibilities 
to Non-Human 
Animals 

Des Jardins, Chapter 5:  Responsibilities to the 
Natural world: From Anthropocentric to 
Nonanthropocenric Ethics 
 
Is It Ethical to Keep Animals in Zoos? 
 
Lynn White, Jr., “The Historical Roots of Our 
Ecological Crisis” 
 
Michael Turgeon, "Lynn White: Christianity and 
Environmentalism” 
 
Paul Nelson, “The Long Reach of Lynn White 
Jr.’s “The Historical Roots of Our Ecological 
Crisis” 
 
Brief lecture presentations: 
 

• Beyond Stewardship: Is Christianity to 
Blame? 

• Origins of Stewardship 

Primary Post #1 to Discussion 
Board due by Day 4  
 
Primary Post #2 due Day 5 
 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Quiz due by Day 7 
 
Ecological Footprint Essay due 
Day 7 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5721/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5721/
http://vault.sierraclub.org/ca/hetchhetchy/mini_course_by_ken_chowder.html
http://vault.sierraclub.org/ca/hetchhetchy/mini_course_by_ken_chowder.html
http://vault.sierraclub.org/ca/hetchhetchy/mini_course_by_ken_chowder.html
https://www.hetchhetchy.org/history_of_the_valley
https://www.hetchhetchy.org/hetch_hetchy_many_things_to_many_people
https://www.hetchhetchy.org/hetch_hetchy_many_things_to_many_people
http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Env_Ethics_Sp_2012/Baxter_Case_for_Optimal_Pollution.pdf
http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Env_Ethics_Sp_2012/Baxter_Case_for_Optimal_Pollution.pdf
http://www.faculty.wwu.edu/dunnc3/rprnts.zuckermansdilemma.pdf
https://www.avma.org/news/javmanews/pages/021201d.aspx
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/155/3767/1203
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/155/3767/1203
https://www.scu.edu/environmental-ethics/environmental-activists-heroes-and-martyrs/lynn-white.html
https://www.scu.edu/environmental-ethics/environmental-activists-heroes-and-martyrs/lynn-white.html
https://natureecoevocommunity.nature.com/users/24738-michael-paul-nelson/posts/14041-the-long-reach-of-lynn-white-jr-s-the-historical-roots-of-our-ecologic-crisis
https://natureecoevocommunity.nature.com/users/24738-michael-paul-nelson/posts/14041-the-long-reach-of-lynn-white-jr-s-the-historical-roots-of-our-ecologic-crisis
https://natureecoevocommunity.nature.com/users/24738-michael-paul-nelson/posts/14041-the-long-reach-of-lynn-white-jr-s-the-historical-roots-of-our-ecologic-crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1ohdc3qhwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1ohdc3qhwo
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/theology/research/projects/beyondstewardship/origins/
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Module Readings Assignments Due 

• History of Stewardship 

• Contemporary Christian Views 

• Criticisms of Stewardship 

• Alternatives to Stewardship 

• Humans and (Other) Animals 

• Animal Rights/Animal Welfare 

5 Beyond 
Ethical 
Extensionism:  
Biocentrism 

Des Jardins, Environmental Ethics, Chapter 6: 
“Biocentric Ethics and the Inherent Value of 
Life” 
 
Albert Schweitzer, Reverence for Life -excerpt 
 
Paul Taylor Respect for Nature 
 
Des Jardins, Biocentrism 
 
Please read prior to Module 6 – and after 
completing all work for Module 5: 
Des Jardins, Environmental Ethics, Chapter 8, 
“The Land Ethic” 

Primary Discussion Posts due 
by Day 4 
 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Quiz due Day 7 
  
Essay due Day 7 
 
Entry 3, Sense of Place 
Journal due Day 7 

6 Ecocentric 
Ethics:  
Trekking on 
Spaceship 
Earth 

Des Jardins, Environmental Ethics, Chapter 7,” 
Wilderness, Ecology, and Ethics” 
 
The Wilderness Act | 50th Anniversary 
 
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, 
“Foreword,” “Part 1: A Sand County Almanac,” 
and “Part II: Sketches Here and There.” 
 
Aldo Leopold 1:  His Life and Thought 
 
The Land Ethic 

Primary Post #! to Discussion 
Board due by Day 3  
 
Primary Post #2 to Discussion 
Board due by Day 5  
 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Quiz due by Day 7 

7 Aldo 
Leopold:  
Thinking Like a 
Mountain 

Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, Part Three:  
The Upshot 
 
Des Jardins, Environmental Ethics, Chapter 8, 
“The Land Ethic” 
 
Nijhuis, “Can Leopold’s Land Ethics Tackle Our 
Toughest Problems? 

Primary Post to Discussion 
Board due by Day 4  
 
Response Posts due by Day 7 
 
Quiz due by Day 7 
 

 

8 WRAP UP! 
 
 
 

Des Jardins, Environmental Ethics, Chapter 11, 
“Pluralism, Pragmatism, and Sustainability.” 
 

Sense of Place Journal - Final 
Journal Due Day 7 
 

http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/theology/research/projects/beyondstewardship/history/
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/theology/research/projects/beyondstewardship/views/
http://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/theology/research/projects/beyondstewardship/criticisms/
https://humanities.exeter.ac.uk/theology/research/projects/beyondstewardship/topics/alternatives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tH_w237woWA
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/rights/introduction.shtml
http://www.animal-rights-library.com/texts-c/schweitzer01.htm
http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Environmental_Ethics/Taylor_Respect_for_Nature.htm
http://hettingern.people.cofc.edu/Environmental_Ethics/Taylor_Respect_for_Nature.htm
https://www.britannica.com/topic/biocentrism#ref1191628
https://www.britannica.com/topic/biocentrism#ref1191628
https://content.sierraclub.org/ourwildamerica/wilderness50
https://www.kanopy.com/product/aldo-leopold-1-his-life-and-thought
https://www.aldoleopold.org/about/the-land-ethic/
https://www.hcn.org/issues/47.1/can-aldo-leopolds-land-ethic-tackle-our-toughest-problems
https://www.hcn.org/issues/47.1/can-aldo-leopolds-land-ethic-tackle-our-toughest-problems
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Module Readings Assignments Due 

Review all course readings, lectures, and 
learning resources. Don’t forget to look over 
the Discussion Board. Many of your 
observations and those of your classmates 
have underscored and helped us all belter 
understand important course concepts. 

Final Exam Parts 1 and 2 Due: 
Last day of the module 
 
 

Collaborative Learning 

Collaborative learning, through engagement of other students, is a key ingredient of 
participatory learning. Students can expect each online course to have some degree of 
collaborative learning. The type of collaboration may be minimal and take the form of weekly 
small group discussions.  

Alternatively, the type of collaboration may be a major virtual team project that requires weekly 
and substantive participation from all members. Regardless of the type of collaborative 
learning, all students are expected to participate in a timely, substantive, on-subject, 
professional, and complete manner.  

Hints for Success in Your Online Course 

1. Be sure you have access to proper computer equipment, Internet service, and software 
as listed above. 

2. Designate certain times each week to work on your course. Plan ahead, avoid 
procrastination, even out your workload, and absorb material before moving on.  

3. Have a specific achievement goal for each log-on session to help you accomplish what 
you need to get done and avoid distractions 

4. Actively participate in discussions. Meaningful interchange will lead to better 
understanding of various aspects of the course and also contribute to the personality 
and warmth of the online class community. 

5. If assigned to an online team or study group, work with your team members actively from 
the start. Thus, team members will benefit from the other group members’ ideas and 
experiences and can depend on one another to complete assigned tasks.  

6. Practice an informal but organized, concise, and clear writing style that aids online 
communication.  

7. Venture beyond the classroom. The Internet medium of the online classroom gives 
ready access to electronic libraries and to pertinent websites that offer a significant 
advantage in understanding graduate-level material.  

8. Your class may occasionally use short multimedia components to enrich the learning 
environment. Follow the instructions provided. 


