
ANT 216: Biological Anthropology
Dr. Anna Vick
919-475-5441 avick@peace.edu
Course Dates: January 25, 2021 – May 1, 2021
Location: Moodle

Course Description
Anthropology is the holistic study of the human condition.  Biological anthropology, as a
subfield of anthropology, studies humans as a zoological species and is firmly rooted in
evolutionary theory.  Basic concepts of genetics, geology, paleontology, comparative
anatomy, primate biology and material culture provide the foundation for understanding
humanity’s place in nature.  ANT 216 is a four-credit course which satisfies the natural
science requirement for liberal education.

Goals & Objectives
1. To help students understand the evolutionary process as it applies to

humankind.  To accomplish this objective, the following secondary objectives
are necessary:

a. To give students an overview of human genetics - from a molecular
level, from the point of view of the individual, and in terms of
populations.

b. To give students an overview of the modern synthetic theory of
evolution

2. To help students investigate the causes contributing to the physical
similarities and differences in people around the world today; to help
students understand modern human variation

3. To help students examine the traits of humans that other biological beings
do/do not have

4. To give students an overview of the biology, ecology, and behavior of the
various kinds of nonhuman primates, emphasizing ways in which primatology
can help us understand what it is to be human

5. To give students an understanding of what our various early ancestors looked
like, how they acted, why they looked/acted as they did, and what were the
evolutionary relationships between them

6. To help students understand the origins of modern humans
7. To help students investigate the beginnings of "culture" and how it has

affected human physical form and behavior
8. To attempt to predict the kind of physical form humans of the future will

have, based on the information at our disposal today

As a liberal education course, this course will also meet the common student learning
outcomes.
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COMPETENCY AREA COMMON STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME

Writing 
WR

Students will prepare arguments for specific audiences and occasions.

Empirical Reasoning
ER

Students will use appropriate methods for gathering, analyzing and
interpreting data.

Ethical Reasoning
ETH

Students will justify their moral beliefs when solving a moral problem on
their own.

Critical Thinking About
Culture and Society
CTC

Students will analyze and interpret the complexity of elements of society
and culture in relation to their history, values, politics, communication styles,
economy, or beliefs and practices.

Professional Readiness
PR

Students will develop professional competencies to enhance their success in
college and in the workplace.

 

Required Course Materials
Larsen CS (2017) Our Origins (4th ed.).  New York: WW Norton & Company.
NOTE: I do not require the online access that comes with some versions of the text.
Some students like the resources it contains, but I find that most students do not use it.
The lab materials can be accessed through Moodle.

Email Policy
All emails to the instructor should be written in a professional manner – this means
complete sentences, a greeting and a salutation are all included.  Each email should
clearly state the purpose of the correspondence and include the student’s name, course
code, and section number.  The subject line should also be succinct but clear with
regards to the purpose of the email.  Provided these guidelines are followed, the
instructor will make every effort to respond to student emails within 24 hours on a
weekday or 48 hours on a weekend.  Please call between the hours of 8am – 9pm.

Website
All online courses in the School of Professional Studies are fully online and require the
use of Moodle.  Weekly readings, activities, and assignments will be listed in Moodle.
You should expect to spend on average 10-15 hours per week on an individual 3-credit
course. This includes all the readings, posts and assignments as well as being actively
engaged in the discussions on the message boards. You should expect to log into the
course daily, or at least 4-5 times per week.  If you have any problems accessing Moodle
please contact Dr. Lori McClaren, Director of Online Learning at 919-508-2367.

Late work/extension policy
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Late weekly assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances.  If you miss a
weekly deadline, it is in your best interest to do the next weekly assignment.  Extensions
on lab work will only be accepted with a valid excuse.  To obtain an extension on an
assignment, you must contact the professor in advance of the deadline.  Students who
find themselves in this situation should be prepared to provide
documentation/verification of the circumstances that prevent them from submitting
work on time.  All exams need to be taken by the deadlines.  Failure to arrange for a
proctored exam is not considered to be a valid excuse for an extension.

Proctoring Policy
All online-only courses at William Peace University require two (2) proctored exams or
activities.  Any student who fails BOTH proctored exams/activities will receive an
automatic failing grade in the course, regardless of any other grades received. For more
information on proctoring options, please see:
http://www.peace.edu/wp-content/uploads/Proctoring-Options-for-Online-Students_20
16.pdf.

Honor Code
The Honor Code represents the important values of integrity and accountability to the
University community. It sets the standard for personal behavior. All new students are
given the opportunity to sign the Honor Code to indicate their commitment, but all
students are bound by it because of their membership in the William Peace University
community. (Go to www.peace.edu to review the Community Conduct Code.)

On my honor as a William Peace University student, I will not lie, cheat, or steal,
nor will I condone the actions of those who do.

Academic Integrity
William Peace University takes academic integrity seriously. It is expected that students
are familiar with the University Honor Code and that they strive to embody its principles
in their work. Students should be aware that there is a process by which violations of
academic integrity are adjudicated.
Academic integrity requires that all members of the University community pursue
learning with honesty and responsibility. Violations of academic integrity include:

● Cheating (using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or
study aids in academic work or in working with others on academic requirements
(tests, assignments, etc.).

● Plagiarism (representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any
academic work).

● Falsification (falsification or invention of any information or citation in academic
work).

● Facilitating academic dishonesty (helping or attempting to help another student
to commit an act of academic dishonesty as noted above).
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● Lying (misrepresenting information that is relevant to the classroom or academic
performance.

Procedure for Handling Violations
The instructor will meet with the student(s) involved, send an email response, or note
the matter on a graded assignment and clearly state the nature of the charge. Each
professor has the option to institute sanctions for a first offense but is also required to
submit a report to the Vice President for Academic Affairs. The type of infraction (e.g.
unintentional plagiarism versus blatant cheating on a test) will determine the severity of
the sanction. A professor’s course syllabus will explain his or her penalties for a violation
of academic integrity, such as a zero or “F” for a specific assignment or an automatic “F”
for the entire course.
The student is under no pressure, overt or implied, to admit responsibility. A student
cannot withdraw from a course in which a decision about the violation of academic
integrity is pending. When a decision has been made, the accused student(s) may
choose to appeal using the academic grade appeal process.
The Vice President of Academic Affairs will keep records of all violations which remain a
part of a student’s permanent record. For each violation the VPAA usually sends a letter
to the student, which serves to note the infraction, remind about the importance of
academic integrity, and warn about the consequences of future infractions.
Violation Action by Faculty (Course Penalty) Action by V.P. for Academic Affairs

(Academic Penalty)
First Notifies student; assigns penalty as

described in course syllabus; reports
violation to VPAA

Usually sends letter to student warning
that another violation will result in
suspension for the subsequent semester.

Second
Notifies student; assigns penalty as
described in course syllabus; reports
violation to VPAA

Sends letter to student suspending him or
her from WPU for the subsequent
semester and warning that one more
violation results in permanent expulsion
from the university.

Third Notifies student; assigns penalty as
described in course syllabus; reports
violation to VPAA

Sends letter to student permanently
expelling him or her from WPU.

Disability or Learning Services
Disability Services are available to all WPU students who require reasonable
accommodations due to any cognitive, physical, or psychological disability, in order to
provide equal access to the educational environment.  Students will need to be certified
with the Disability Services Office and provide appropriate documentation to receive an
Academic Accommodation Plan.  For more information or to become certified, please
contact a counselor in the Disability Services Office, which is located on the 1st Floor of
Joyner House.  You may also reach Disability Services by sending an email to
Disability@peace.edu.
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Tutorial Services
Peer Tutoring is available for all WPU students free of charge. Support is offered in many
subjects, including anthropology, biology, business, chemistry, criminal justice, history,
math, political science, psychology, simulation and game design, and writing. Free
workshops on study skills and documentation styles like MLA and APA are also offered
each semester. Tutorial Services also has many resources on studying, citation, grammar,
and other academic topics. Students can sign up for individual appointments using
WPUConnect or in person at the Center for Student Success, located in the 2nd floor of
Finch Library. For more information, contact Dr. Deanna Rogers, Director of Academic
Support, at drrogers@peace.edu or 919-508-2080.  

No-Show Policy
Faculty are required to submit a “No Show Report” if a student has logged into an online
course by Thursday, January 28th.  SPS staff will then conduct outreach with those
students to discuss enrollment.  More information will be communicated during the
add/drop period. 

WPUConnect
WPU launched a new student support system, WPUConnect.  Faculty will record
attendance, alert students of progress concerns, and/or recognize students for excellent
work/success. Faculty will also be asked to complete midterm progress reports via
WPUConnect. There is a link for WPUConnect in Moodle as well as in MyPacernet.  You
will log-in using the same username and ID as you do for Moodle.  WPUConnect is a
WPU’s brand name and you may see it referred to as Starfish from time to time.  If you
have any questions, please let me know.

Incompletes
An Incomplete is appropriate for a student that has been making steady, successful
progress in a course and has an unexpected, verifiable mitigating circumstance at the
end of the semester which precludes them from completing the last assignment or
exam.  Poor time management is not an appropriate reason to request an Incomplete.
All incomplete grade requests must be approved first by the Instructor, and then by the
Director of Online Programs.  If the Incomplete is approved the student will have up to
six additional weeks to complete the work, as determined by the Instructor.  If the
student does not complete the final work, the Instructor will assign the appropriate
letter grade for work completed or the grade will revert to an "F".

Class Participation
Students are responsible for completing the required assignments by the due dates
listed.  Assignments are due weekly, but other work will be due on the four major unit
deadlines.  Online courses allow students the freedom to take courses around their own
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schedules, but this flexibility can allow students to get behind in their coursework.  Do
not put off assignments until the due date!

Grading

Exams (400 points):
There will be four exams worth 100 points each.  The exams are not cumulative, but it is
important to recognize that the material builds upon earlier information as the course
progresses.  Exams may be completed early but must be completed by the date listed in
the course syllabus.

The fourth exam will be administered in a proctored environment.  You are responsible
for making an appointment for proctoring in advance of the exam deadline.  For the
proctored exam, you will be allowed notes of your own creation, but you will not be
allowed the text.  I will have practice quizzes available to help you prepare for these
exams.  The practice quizzes are not included in your course grade, but are designed to
familiarize you with the types of questions you may see on the exams.  In order to pass
the course, you must receive a passing grade on the proctored exam.  As a general note,
concentrate on the information presented in the text and in lecture, rather than
information from the labs and weekly assignments while studying for the exams.

Assignments (50 points):
There will be thirteen of these assignments over the course of the semester.  Most of
them are worth 10 points each.  For full credit, you must complete five (or 50 points
worth) of these assignments.  The content will vary from week to week.  For example,
you may be asked to read and article or watch a video in order to complete the
assignment.  These assignments will be due on the Sunday of each week (by 11:59pm).
No late assignments will be accepted.  If you complete more than the required number
of assignments over the course of the semester, all extra assignments will be halved and
counted as extra credit (up to five points per assignment). While there is an assignment
due most weeks, remember that it is not necessary to complete every assignment!

Labs (150 points):
The lab exercises for this course will be found in the weekly folders. The format of the
lab will vary on a weekly basis.  Supplies you will need include things like a metric ruler, a
protractor, a calculator and string.  Some weeks will require that you work with a friend
(any willing helper will do).  Please read each lab in advance of trying to complete it so
that you can be sure you have the materials you will need.  You may type your answers
into the Word Document provided, or you may scan or photograph your work for
submission through Moodle.  Do not expect the content of laboratory materials to track
closely to the material presented in lecture.  The lab material is designed to introduce
you to the techniques of the discipline.  There is overlap, but there is material presented
in lab that does not lend itself well to the lecture/text format. Your lab grade will be
calculated based on full completion and performance on each of the lab modules.  All
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lab materials will be graded and feedback will be given to students in advance of the
next lab deadline.

Extra Credit
I do not calculate extra credit (in the form of extra weekly assignments – see above) until
the end of the semester.  Because of that fact, the grade total reported in Moodle may
not be accurate.  Final grades will be assigned according to the following point
breakdown, and will not be rounded up:

A = 540 – 600
B = 480 – 539
C = 420 - 479
D = 360 – 419
F = 359 or below

Weekly Activities/Assignments
The course material is broken down into four sections.  A recommended schedule for
completing the lab assignments is listed, but these assignments are due in full at the
completion of each section.  Exams must be completed by the end of each section, but
may be completed early.  Weekly assignments are due on the Sunday of each week
listed.

Section ONE (January 25 – February 21):

Week One (1/25 – 1/31)
Topics:  What is Anthropology?
Text Reading:  Larsen - Chapter 1
Lab 1: Processes of Heredity

Assignment 1: Due Jan 31
Week Two (2/1 – 2/7)
Topics:  Fundamentals of Evolution
Text Reading:  Larsen - Chapter 2
Lab 2: Human Variation

Assignment 2: Due Feb 7
Week Three (2/8 – 2/14)
Topics:  Genetics
Text Reading:  Larsen - Chapter 3
Lab 3: Measuring Evolution

Assignment 3: Due Feb 14
Week Four (2/15 – 2/21)
Topic: The Forces of Evolution & Population Genetics
Text Reading:  Larsen - Chapter 4
Lab 4: Karyotypes

_______________________________________________________________________
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DUE BY February 21, 2021:
Labs 1-4
Exam 1 (Chapters 1 - 4) – non-proctored

Section TWO (February 22 – March 14):

Week Five (2/22 – 2/28)
Topic: Living People
Text Reading:  Larsen - Chapter 5
Lab 5: The Human Skeleton

Assignment 4: Due Feb 28
Week Six (3/1 – 3/7)
Topic: The Primates
Text Reading:  Larsen – Chapter 6
Lab 6: Growth

Assignment 5: Due Mar 7
Week Seven (3/8 – 3/14)
Topic: Primate Behavior
Text Reading:  Larsen – Chapter 7
Lab 7: Primate Behavior

Assignment 6: Due Mar 14

DUE BY March 14, 2021:
Exam 2 (Chapters 5 - 7) – non-proctored
Labs 5-7

Section THREE (March 15 – April 4):

Week Eight (3/15 – 3/21)
Topic: Fossils
Text Reading:  Larsen – Chapter 8
Lab 8: Anthropometry

Assignment 7: Due Mar 21
Week Nine (3/22 – 3/28)
Topic: Early Primate Evolution
Text Reading:  Larsen – Chapter 9
Lab 9: Somatometry

Assignment 8: Due Mar 28
Week Ten (3/29 – 4/4)
Topic: Early Hominins
Text Reading: Larsen – Chapter 10
Lab 10: Primate Locomotion

Assignment 9: Due Apr 4
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________________________________________________________________________
DUE BY April 4, 2021:

Labs 8 - 10
Exam 3 (on Chapters 8 - 10) – non-proctored

Section FOUR (April 5 – May 1):

Week Eleven (4/5 – 4/11)
Topic: Early Homo
Text Reading: Larsen – Chapter 11
Lab 11: Analyzing Footprints

Assignment 10: Due Apr 11
Week Twelve (4/12 – 4/18)
Topic: Modern Humans
Text Reading:  Larsen – Chapter 12
Lab 12: Comparative Primate Anatomy

Assignment 11: Due Apr 18
Week Thirteen (4/19 – 4/25)
Topic: The Past 10,000 Years
Text Reading:  Larsen – Chapter 13
Lab 13: Paleoanthropology

Assignment 12: Due Apr 25
Week Fourteen (4/26 – 5/1)
Topic: Evolution Today & Tomorrow
Text Reading: Larsen – Chapter 14

Assignment 12: Due May 1*

______________________________________________________________________
DUE BY May 1, 2021**:

Labs 11 - 13
Exam 4 (on chapters 11 - 14) – PROCTORED

*The final assignment involves completing the University’s Evaluation.
Please make sure the assignment is completed by the date and time
given by the University. You will receive an email.
** The exam is only open through Saturday, May 1st.  The exam must be
completed by that date, but I will allow you to submit labs through
Sunday, May 2nd.
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