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ART 160: Art Appreciation (3 cr) 
INSTRUCTOR: Zach Storm  
zmstorm@peace.edu 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  Office Hours will be available by appointment.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Art Appreciation encourages students to question the nature of art and its relevance to daily life. It will 
introduce students to the foundational elements and principles of design, developing the skills needed 
to analyze works in the field of art through the centuries.  Students will be able to distinguish major art 
historical periods, stylistic movements of art as well as be able to evaluate a work of art from the 
aesthetic and historical points of view. We will also connect modern day art trends and multimedia with 
visual aesthetics from centuries ago. 
 
COURSE LEARNING FRAMEWORK: 
This course is designed to encourage active learning by engaging students in the exploration of art 
through oral, written and visual communication.  An essential component of learning and understanding 
is the ability to question concepts and ideas and to ask questions. Critical thinking, the ability to dig 
beneath the facts, as well as the ability to think through the larger concepts of art, will help students on 
their journey to understanding art.  One key question of this course is: How can we look into the past, 
exploring various techniques and styles in art history, and then use that foundation to understand 
modern visual media. 
 
TEXTBOOK: 

Gateways to Art, 3rd edition, Thames and Hudson, ISBN 978-0-500-841150 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

• Engage in critical thinking about the nature of art, its cultural context, and its role in society. 

• Analyze the visual elements of art and their formal and expressive effects 

• Demonstrate a conceptual and theoretical background of art. 

• Identify parallelisms in multimedia today with art from other centuries. 

• Reconsider how the word ‘art’ is defined and question the notion of what makes a successful 
work of art. 

• Identify and analyze artistic styles; describe their basic characteristics and locate works 
historically and culturally. 

• Demonstrate effective written and oral communication skills. 
 
ONLINE COURSE: 
All online courses in the School of Professional Studies are fully online and require the use of Moodle.  

Weekly readings, activities, and assignments will be listed in Moodle.  You should expect to spend on 
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average 10-15 hours per week on an individual 3-credit course. This includes all the readings, posts and 

assignments as well as being actively engaged in the discussions on the message boards. You should 

expect to log into the course daily, or at least 4-5 times per week. 

CLASSROOM RECORDING POLICY:  Audio or video recordings of classroom lectures or Google Meet 
sessions are not permitted, unless you are a student registered with Disability Services who has been 
approved for audio and/or video recording of classroom activities as a reasonable accommodation; such 
recordings are limited to personal use. Individual exceptions to this policy may be considered; you must 
contact me at least one week prior to the date you wish to request permission to record class. Any 
recordings permitted are subject to personal use only; that is, only for studying and completing work for 
this course.  

DISABILITY OR LEARNING SERVICES: 
Disability Services are available to all WPU students who require reasonable accommodations due to 
any cognitive, physical, or psychological disability, in order to provide equal access to the educational 
environment. Students will need to be certified with the Disability Services Office and provide 
appropriate documentation to receive an Academic Accommodation Plan. For more information or to 
become certified, please contact a counselor in the Disability Services Office, which is located on the 1st 
Floor of Joyner House. You may also reach Disability Services by sending an email to: 
Disability@peace.edu. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:   William Peace University students are expected to attend all classes and 
laboratories for which they are registered, believing that regular class attendance and participation are 
an essential part of a student’s educational program. However, the University’s policy is that students 
may not miss more one (1) class in a 7-week session or two (2) classes in a 15-week session or the 
student is subject to course failure.  
ONLINE ATTENDANCE:  For this class, student attendance is recorded by participation in all Online 
course activities: Moodle Participation in Videos, Student Forum Q & A Responses, and Weekly 
Assignments! Late assignments or lack of participation will count as an absence for that week. Plan to 
spend a minimum of 10 -15 hours a week on Course Readings, Assignments and Participation.  
 
LATE ASSIGNMENTS: 
Late assignments will not be accepted without a written excuse. It is the student’s responsibility to 
contact the instructor before the deadline if an assignment will be late. Midterm and Final Exams are 
NOT made up without an official written excuse from WPU (Dept. Chair, Student Advisor, etc.)   
 
INCOMPLETE GRADES:  
An Incomplete is appropriate for a student that has been making steady, successful progress in a course 
and has an unexpected, verifiable mitigating circumstance at the end of the semester which precludes 
them from completing the last assignment or exam.  Poor time management is not an appropriate 
reason to request an Incomplete.  All incomplete grade requests must be approved first by the 
Instructor, and then by the Director of Online Programs.  If the Incomplete is approved the student will 
have up to six additional weeks to complete the work, as determined by the Instructor.  If the student 
does not complete the final work, the Instructor will assign the appropriate letter grade for work 
completed or the grade will revert to an "F." 
 
HONOR CODE:  All students in this class will be held to the William Peace University Honor code. 

mailto:Disability@peace.edu
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On my honor as a William Peace University student, I will not lie, cheat, or steal; nor will I condone the 
actions of those who do. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT:  William Peace University seeks to develop both the intellect and 
character of its students. All members of the University are expected to promote a culture of academic 
integrity, and all students are expected to inform themselves of the University’s policies and procedures 
related to the Honor Code.   All forms of academic misconduct are violations of the University’s Honor 
Code. These include, but are not limited to:  

• Cheating: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in 
academic work or in working with others on academic requirements (tests, assignments, etc.)  

• Plagiarism: Representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any academic work, 
whether intentional or not  

• Falsification: Falsifying or inventing any information or citation in academic work  
• Facilitating academic dishonesty: Helping or attempting to help another student to commit an 

act of academic dishonesty  
• Lying: Misrepresenting information that is relevant to the classroom or academic performance  

 
If a faculty member suspects academic misconduct has taken place, s/he will complete an Honor Code 
Violation Report and meet with the student to discuss. A student may accept or decline to accept 
responsibility. If a student accepts responsibility, s/he will be subject to the penalty determined by the 
faculty member. If a student declines to admit responsibility, the case will be turned over the Honor 
Board for adjudication. A complete summary of the Honor Code and Honor Board policy can be found in 
the 2020-21 Academic Catalog.  

PLAGIARISM POLICY (from student handbook):  

Plagiarism is theft; it is the deliberate or accidental use of a source’s words, interpretation, or 

information without properly quoting or paraphrasing and acknowledging that use. 

In both the professional world and the academic world, plagiarism is punished.  In the professional 

world, charges of plagiarism, when proven, carry potentially enormous financial penalties.   In the 

academic world, universities and colleges punish plagiarism with varying degrees of severity, with the 

penalties ranging all the way from expulsion from the school, to automatic ‘F’ in the course, down to 

automatic ‘F’ on the particular project or paper.   

There are only two ways to avoid plagiarism: 

1. Quote and Citation:  Use the source’s exact words, place quotation marks at the beginning and 
end of them, and insert a citation immediately at the end of the quotation according to the 
standards of the discipline.   

2. Paraphrase and Citation:  Transform (paraphrase) the source’s words and information entirely 
into your own style of writing, and insert a citation at the end of this paraphrase.  If what you 
write still echoes the source’s words and style, you have plagiarized.  If you fail to insert a 
citation, you have plagiarized.   

 
ASSIGNMENTS:    
1.  Art Analysis Tests:  
Students are responsible for reading all chapters assigned in Gateways to Art.  TWO Art Analysis Tests 
will be assigned from class lectures, reading assignments and Smart History Videos. (15% each) 
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2.  Handmade Art Projects: 
Each student will create FOUR Handmade Art Projects based on Unit 1: Elements and Principles of Art. 
Each project will require a 1- 2 paragraph written explanation. (10% each)  
 
3.   Exams:  There will be a comprehensive Midterm and Final Exam Assigned (15% each) 
 
PROCTORING POLICY:  All online courses at William Peace University require one (1) proctored exams or 
activities during the final week of the course.   

CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION:  
Attendance and participation are major factors in your understanding of the course materials, along 
with developing opinions and voicing your knowledge during the class. Active participation is 
encouraged and will be recorded. For Online classes, participation in all Moodle activities (Smart History 
Videos, Q & A Forums, and Assignment Submissions) will be monitored each week. A weekly Google 
Meet will be held to answer all questions and assist students with assignments. 
 

Tutorial Services:  Tutoring is available for all WPU students free of charge. Support is offered in most 
subjects, including anthropology, biology, business, chemistry, criminal justice, history, math, political 
science, psychology, simulation and game design, and writing. Free workshops are also offered each 
semester. Tutorial Services also has many resources on studying, citation, grammar, and other academic 
topics. Students can sign up for individual appointments in Tutorial Services, located in the 2nd floor of 
Finch Library. For more information, contact Dr. Deanna Rogers, Director of Academic Support, at 
drrogers@peace.edu or 919-508-2080.  

GRADE SCALE: A = 100-90 B = 89-80  C = 79-70 D = 69-60 F = 59-0 

  

Graded Activities: Percentage of Total Grade: 

  

Assignments Percentage 

Two Tests based on Class Lectures, Readings and Smart-History Videos  
(15% each) 

                                30 

Four Handmade Art Projects (10% each)                                 40 

  

Exams Percentage 

Midterm  15 

Final                                 15 

 
                                                                                                      TOTAL: 

 
                               100% 
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SPS ART-160 COURSE SCHEDULE  

____________________________________ASSIGNMENTS_________________________ 
 
WEEK 1:      Introduction to Course 
3/14 -3/20     Chapter 1.1  Line, Shape and Contrast (2-D) 

Chapter 3.1 Prehistoric and Ancient Mediterranean 
 
Reading Homework:    Chapters 1.1 (pp.42-59) and Ch. 3.1 (pp. 366 -389) 

*  Ch. 2.5 Classical Architecture (pp. 262-266) 
 
Assignment Due Sun. March 20:  Art Project #1 (Ch. 1.1) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WEEK 2:     1.2  Form, Volume, Mass & Texture (3-D) 
3/21 – 3/27     1.3  Implied depth: Value and Space  

3.2  Art of the Middle Ages:   
   (Late Antiquity and Byzantine Art) 

 
Reading Homework:    Chapters 1.2 (pp. 60-75) and 1.3 (pp. 76-93) 

Ch. 3.2 (pp. 390-409) 
   * Ch. 2.5 Architecture (pp. 266-270)  

 
Assignment Due Sunday, March 27:  Test #1 on Chapters 3.1 and 3.2 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WEEK 3:      1.4  Color 
3/28 – 4/3     3.6 Renaissance, Mannerism and Baroque 
        
Reading Homework:    Chapters 1.4 (pp. 95-111) and 3.6 (pp. 460-485) 
 
**MIDTERM Due Sunday, April 3rd (Chapters 3.1, 3.2 and 3.6) 
 
Assignment Due April 3rd:   Art Project #2 (Ch. 1.3 and 1.4)  
     

 
WEEK 4:     1.5 Time and Motion 
4/4 – 4/10     1.7  Scale and Proportion 

3.7 1700 – 1865: Europe and America  
      

Reading Homework:    Chapters 1.5 (pp. 113-123) and 1.7 (pp.140-149) 
Chapter 3.7 (pp. 486-500) 

Assignment Due Fri. April 10th  Art Project #3 (Ch. 1.5 and 1.7) 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
WEEK 5:       
4/11 – 4/17     1.8 Emphasis and Focal Point 

3.8 The Modern Aesthetic: (1863-1930s) 
 
Reading Homework:     Chapters 1.8 (pp. 150-157) and 3.8 (pp. 501-523) 

 
Assignment Due Sunday, April 17th  Test #2 (Ch. 3.7 – 3.8)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WEEK 6:     1.9 Pattern and Rhythm 
4/18 – 4/24     3.9 Late Modern and Early Contemporary 
         
Reading Homework:    Chapter 1.9 (pp. 159-168) 

Chapter 3.9 (pp. 524 - 545)   
 

Assignment Due Sunday, April 24th  Art Project #4 (Ch. 1.8 and 1.9) 
 

 
WEEK 7:     3.10 Contemporary Art: Late 20th – 21st Century 
4/25 – 4/30        
Reading Homework:    3.10 (pp.546-560 and Works on Study Sheet)  
 

PROCTORED FINAL EXAM:   October 4 - 9  (Chapters 3.7, 3.8, 3.9 and 3.10) 


