
ENG 214: WRITING ABOUT STUDIES IN FICTION 
Course Outline and Policy Statements 

 
Instructor 

 Alissa McElreath  

Email: AMcElreath@peace.edu 

 

Office Hours via email.  

 

Contact Info 

Please use campus email to 

contact me. Be sure to check 

both your Peace email Moodle 

for important updates and/or 

messages related to this course.  

I will return email messages 

within 24 hours M-F.  

Credit Hours: 3 

 

Course Dates:  

Week 1: 3/12 – 3/18 

Week 2: 3/19 – 3/25 

Week 3: 3/26 – 4/1 

Week 4: 4/2 – 4/8 (Exam week) 

Week 5: 4/9 – 4/15 

Week 6: 4/16 – 4/22 

Week 7: 4/23 – 4/28 (Exam 

week; ends on a Saturday) 

 

Delivery Method: asynchronous 

online 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Welcome to English 214! This class is a designed to help you develop critical reading, analytical, 

and writing skills, as well as a deeper appreciation for-- and understanding of--short fiction. This 

is a distance-learning class, which means that all the work we do for this class will be done 

online, using Moodle. 

 

Please carefully read everything that follows on this course syllabus. You are responsible for 

knowing—and following-- course requirements and policies. If you have any questions about the 

syllabus or the course requirements, please do not hesitate to email me at 

AMcElreath@peace.edu 

 

Required Texts: 

There is no required text for this class. All readings can be found online. 

 

Course Description (from catalogue): Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: ENG 112. This course 

fulfills the 200-level writing requirement. An introduction to novels and short fiction by 

representative English, American, and continental authors, illustrating the evolution of fiction as 

a genre. The formal elements of fiction are examined. 

 

Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:  

 

1. Practice close reading  



2. Incorporate outside texts while developing sustained arguments 

3. Use creative literature as source material 

4. Make and support interpretations of complex textual material  

5. Paraphrase, quote, and interpret complex material 

6. Critically read, analyze, and compose arguments based on evidence 

7. Write clear, concise, and grammatically sound essays 

 

Course Requirements: 

 

An online class requires a good deal of self motivation, as well as patience and a willingness to 

be somewhat of an explorer. For instance, if you have never attended an online class before, you 

will need to  

 

• fully familiarize yourself with our "virtual" classroom  

• understand some basic online learning terminology 

• be able to perform basic computer- related functions  

 

A NOTE ABOUT TIME: All online courses in the William Peace School of Professional 

Studies follow the seven-week intensive format.  Online classes can often be more demanding 

than face-to-face classes because you are expected to do more work outside of the virtual 

classroom. The three to four hours you would normally spend in a room with faculty and other 

students instead is replaced with assigned readings, message board posts, and other activities that 

require you to be proactive in scheduling your time and energy.  

 

Students who normally succeed in online classes are those with good time management skills 

and who are capable of working independently and self-sufficiently. On average, you should 

expect to spend around 10 hours per week on an individual course. This includes all the readings, 

posts, and assignments for a given course as well as being actively engaged in the discussions on 

the message boards. You should expect to log into the course daily, or at least 4-5 times per 

week. 

 

ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION, and COMMUNITY: I cannot stress enough how 

important regular and active participation is to your success in this course. Keeping up with the 

weekly reading and assignments; making thoughtful and timely postings to the discussion board; 

and interacting frequently with your classmates and me will inevitably enhance your learning 

experience--and presumably your grade as well.  

 

LATE PENALTIES AND EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES: Although this is a virtual 

course, you still have deadlines with which you must conform. Late work will not be accepted 

unless a student has a verifiable emergency and contacts the instructor regarding an extension 

prior to the assignment’s due date.  You are always responsible to make up any missed work and 

to keep up with the course assignments. Technical difficulties and computer malfunctions are not 

viable excuses for submitting late work.  

 

STAYING INFORMED AND ASKING QUESTIONS: Please check Moodle regularly! 

Whenever you are unsure about anything in this course, email me your specific questions. Do not 



wait until the day before an assignment is due to tell me that you do not understand it! I am 

always here to help. 

 

NECESSARY RESOURCES: You must have regular access to a working computer and a 

back-up plan should your computer crash or become unusable. Failing to submit work on time 

because of a computer glitch is not a viable excuse. Please have ready access to a working 

computer (your local library should have a computer lab) should your own computer crash. You 

must also have MS Word or the ability to convert documents to MS Word for assignment 

submissions. Please do NOT submit any other type of word processing documents, as I will not 

be able to take them.  

 

 

 

IMPORTANT PROCTORING INFORMATION:  

 

Proctored exams: William Peace University requires that students in this course take two 

proctored exams (one in Week 4 and one in Week 7). Any student who fails BOTH proctored 

exams in a course will automatically fail the course. You may not re-take an exam. This is a 

mandatory School of Professional Studies policy.  

 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR: 

 

• reading about and choosing a proctoring option (proctoring choices should be made 

 at least one week in advance of the exam) 

• following all of the instructions related to your proctoring option 

• taking the exams when you have scheduled them and 

• ensuring that you have completed each exam during the prescribed time periods 

established for it. Exam periods will not be altered for students unless they have a 

documented medical, work-related, or family emergency. 

 

Read about your proctoring options here:  

 

http://lms.peace.edu/pluginfile.php/122030/mod_resource/content/1/Proctoring%20Information.

pdf 

 

 

 

 

Course Requirements: 

 

Assigned Readings and YouTube Video Lectures 

Two Formal Essays (one that requires research)        

Weekly Reading Response prompts      

Two Proctored Exams                          

 

Evaluation and Grading: 

http://lms.peace.edu/pluginfile.php/122030/mod_resource/content/1/Proctoring%20Information.pdf
http://lms.peace.edu/pluginfile.php/122030/mod_resource/content/1/Proctoring%20Information.pdf


 

Assignments, discussion board posts, and projects will be graded within seven days of their due 

date.  

 

Your final grade for this course will be based on the total number of points you earn. 

 

TOTAL POINTS FINAL GRADE 

 

90-100   A 

80-89   B 

70-79   C 

60-69   D 

0-59   F 

 

Introduce yourself! = 3 points 

Response Prompts (3 x 5 points) = 15 points 

Introduction/thesis for essay #1 = 6 points 

Formal essay #1 = 25 points 

Introduction/thesis for essay #2 = 6 points 

Formal essay #2 = 25 points 

Proctored Exam #1 (midterm) = 10 points 

Proctored Exam #2 (final) = 10 points 

 

 

 

 

Incompletes: An Incomplete is appropriate for a student that has been making steady, successful 

progress in a course and has an unexpected, verifiable mitigating circumstance at the end of the 

semester that precludes them from completing the last assignment or exam.  Poor time 

management is not an appropriate reason to request an Incomplete.  All incomplete grade 

requests must be approved first by the instructor and then by the Director of Online Programs or 

other appropriate personnel.  If the Incomplete is approved, the student will have up to six 

additional weeks to complete the work, as determined by the Instructor.  If the student does not 

complete the final work, the Instructor will assign the appropriate letter grade for work 

completed or the grade will revert to an "F". 

 

Plagiarism Policy 

 

Plagiarism is theft; it is the deliberate or accidental use of a source’s words, interpretation, or 

information without properly quoting or paraphrasing and acknowledging that use. 

In both the professional world and the academic world, plagiarism is punished. In the 

professional world, charges of plagiarism, when proven, carry potentially enormous financial 

penalties. In the academic world, universities and colleges punish plagiarism with varying 

degrees of severity, with the penalties ranging all the way from expulsion from the school, to 

automatic ‘F’ in the course, down to automatic ‘F’ on the particular project or paper. 

 



I have a zero tolerance policy for plagiarism, and plagiarized assignments will receive an “F” 
grade. 

 

Honor Code 

All students in this class will be held to the William Peace University Honor code.  The William 

Peace University Honor code is as follows:  

 

On my honor as a William Peace University student, I will not lie, cheat, or steal; nor will I 

condone the actions of those who do. 

 

Cheating and plagiarism are defined in the Peace College Academic Catalog as follows: 

 

 Cheating (using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in 

academic work or in working with others on academic requirements (tests, assignments, etc.).  

 Plagiarism (representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any academic work).  

 Falsification (falsification or invention of any information or citation in academic work).  

 Facilitating academic dishonesty (helping or attempting to help another student to commit an 

act of academic dishonesty as noted above).  

 Lying (misrepresenting information that is relevant to the classroom or academic performance.  
 

Additionally, students may not self-plagiarize (e.g., They may not duplicate information 

from an assignment in one class in an assignment for another class.) 
 

There are only two ways to avoid plagiarism: 

 

1. Quote and Citation: Use the source’s exact words, place quotation marks at the beginning 

and end of them, and insert a citation immediately at the end of the quotation according to the 

standards of the discipline. 

2. Paraphrase and Citation: Transform (paraphrase) the source’s words and information 

entirely into your own style of writing, and insert a citation at the end of this paraphrase. If what 

you write still echoes the source’s words and style, you have plagiarized. If you fail to insert a 

citation, you have plagiarized. 

 

The Vice President of Academic Affairs will keep records of all violations that remain a part of a 

student’s permanent record. For each violation the VPAA usually sends a letter to the student, 

which serves to note the infraction, remind about the importance of academic integrity, and warn 

about the consequences of future infractions. 

 

  



 
Violation  Action by Faculty (Course 

Penalty)  

Action by V.P. for Academic 

Affairs (Academic Penalty)  

First  Notifies student; assigns penalty 

as described in course syllabus; 

reports violation to VPAA  

Usually sends letter to student 

warning that another violation will 

result in suspension for the 

subsequent semester.  

Second  Notifies student; assigns penalty 

as described in course syllabus; 

reports violation to VPAA  

Sends letter to student 

suspending him or her from WPU 

for the subsequent semester and 

warning that one more violation 

results in permanent expulsion 

from the university.  

Third  Notifies student; assigns penalty 

as described in course syllabus; 

reports violation to VPAA  

Sends letter to student 

permanently expelling him or her 

from WPU.  

 

 

Students with Disabilities: Students who have a disability may be eligible for a variety of 

accommodations appropriate to their disability. Accommodations are determined on a case by 

case basis by the Disability Counselor and are based upon the diagnostic determination as 

reported in the documentation submitted by the student.  For more information, see 

http://www.peace.edu/files/shared/pdfs/heoa/disability_brochure_2010.pdf 

 

Tutorial Services 

The Office of Tutorial Services is located on the 2nd floor of Finch Library, open Monday-

Thursday from 9am-7pm, and Friday 9am-4pm.  Tutoring is free of charge, and students are 

encouraged to make individual appointments in the sign-up binder located on the bookshelf next 

to the elevator.  Tutoring is offered in most all subjects, including anthropology, biology, 

business, chemistry, criminal justice, history, math, political science, psychology, simulation and 

game design, and writing.  Free workshops are also offered each semester, as well as free 

resources on studying, citation, grammar, and other academic topics.  For more information, 

contact Margarett Herder-Hill, Coordinator of Tutorial Services at (919) 508-2080 or maherder-

hill@peace.edu. 

 

Student Success: I want you to succeed! Please consider me a first stop on your "road to 

success" in this course. If you are running into snags, please email me! I am here to help you get 

the most out of this course. However, if you feel you need additional help, I encourage you to 

use Peace College’s Academic Support Center. You can find additional information about these 

services here: http://www.peace.edu/academics/academic-support-center 

 

NOTE:  In the reading assignments listed, it is very important to read carefully.  Your ability to 

write well about these texts will be closely tied to how thoroughly you read the stories.  If you 

read quickly or if you merely skim, your written work likely will be superficial. 
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