
William Peace University 

American National Government  

 

Course:  PSC 201 

Credit: 3 semester hours 

Professor: John Beck                                               Email:  jbeck@peace.edu  

 

Required Text 

James Q. Wilson et al, American Government: Institutions and Policies, 15th edition,     

ISBN: 9781305500075 (Note: Make sure you get the right version and edition of this text.  The ISBN 

number of the text you order should match the ISBN number listed here.)   

About the Instructor 

 
John Beck has a Ph.D. in American history from UNC-Chapel Hill. He’s the co-author of 

Southern Culture: An Introduction. He’s a former dean of arts and sciences in the NC 

community college system and has taught history and government at Peace, NC Wesleyan 

College, and Elon University as well as at two community colleges.  

 

Course Description 

“All of us are affected every day by what the federal government does. As an American citizen, 

you need to know how it is organized and how it works. In this course, you will learn about the 

history, constitutional basis, structure, and processes of American government. You will learn 

about the effects that the media, interest groups, political parties, and public opinion have on the 

government. You will also begin to learn how to analyze particular types of policies (such as 

foreign policy, environmental policy, and economic policy) in a systematic way. If you decide to 

major in political science (PSC), this course is the pre-requisite for all other PSC courses. In any 

event, you will leave the course as a better informed citizen, with a solid foundation for future 

studies in politics, policy, business, and law.” 

(from the William Peace University catalog) 
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Course Goals 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

1. demonstrate skills in critical thinking, critical reading and clear, coherent analytical 

writing. 

2. explain he roles, organization and operation of Congress. 

3. explain he roles, organization and operation of the executive branch. 
4. analyze he roles, organization and operation of the federal judiciary.  

5. explain ow a bill becomes a law. 

6. explain he U.S. Constitution’s structure and its primary provisions. 

7. analyze significant Supreme Court decisions interpreting the Bill of Rights examining the 
social, political and moral implications of major decisions. 

8. explain the development of American federalism and how it operates today. 

9. analyze the impact of interest groups on American political decision making. 

10. analyze the impact of public opinion on American political decision making. 

11. analyze the impact of the media on American political decision making. 

12. analyze the role of American political parties in the political system. 
13. analyze and discuss major contemporary political issues and government policies using 

the language and concepts learned in the course. 

  

In addition, the university recently adopted the “Common Student Learning Outcomes” 
(below) which will also be course goals. ( Note: These goals are all consistent with the  goals 

above.) 
 

Writing  
WR 

Students will prepare arguments for specific audiences and occasions. 

Empirical Reasoning 
ER 

Students will use appropriate methods for gathering, analyzing and interpreting 
data. 

Ethical Reasoning 
ETH 

Students will justify their moral beliefs when solving a moral problem on their 

own. 

Critical Thinking About 

Culture and Society 
CTC 

Students will analyze and interpret the complexity of elements of society and 

culture in relation to their history, values, politics, communication styles, 
economy, or beliefs and practices. 

Professional Readiness 
PR 

Students will develop professional competencies to enhance their success in 

college and in the workplace. 

 

 

About Online Courses  
 

Please go to the William Peace webpage about online courses and read through the material 

there if you have not already done so. (Read “What is Online Learning,” “Is Online Learning for 

Me?”, “Technology Requirements,” and “FAQs.”)  https://www.peace.edu/academics/school-of-

https://www.peace.edu/academics/school-of-professional-studies/learning-opportunities/online-learning/


professional-studies/learning-opportunities/online-learning/  Course expectations for an online 

course in the School of Professional Studies is that “on average, a student should expect to spend 

around 10-15 hours per week on an individual 3-credit course online course.” 

 

Technology Needed for this Course 

 
  Either a desktop or a laptop computer (Mac or PC) capable of viewing online videos (such as 
Adobe© Flash movies) and accessing Adobe© PDF documents. See the most recent School of 

Professional Studies Catalog for recommended computer specifications from IT.  

  High-Speed Internet Access  

  Use as your web browser Mozilla Firefox with the pop-up blocker disabled 

  Virus Protection, such as Symantec or McAfee  

  Microsoft Office Suite, including Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel. Students are 
entitled to a considerable discount through the Bookstore on the Office Suite if you do not 

already own it.  

  A webcam and microphone for online exam proctoring (if you choose to use online 

proctoring). 
 

If you encounter a technical problem or have technical questions, please contact the 

Director of Online Programs, Dr. Lori McClaren, at Lori.McClaren@peace.edu or 919-

508-2367.  

About the Course Moodle Site  

 
Course assignments and study aids are on the course Moodle site.  This includes readings, 

videos, audio lectures, the discussion forum and assignments that you will turn in. Make sure you 

look at the “Announcements” page. Your assignments are listed under a weekly heading (Week 

1 through 7). Begin (obviously!) with “Week One.”  Please note that you will participate in a 

class forum where you discuss issues with your classmates most weeks. Click on the “Discussion 

Forums” button on the left of the course homepage (below the “Week Seven” button) to access 

the forums.  Finally, your midterm and final may be accessed by clicking on “Proctored Tests.” 

Click on “Proctored Tests” and familiarize yourself with the test instructions.   

If you encounter a problem with Moodle or have technical questions about using Moodle, 
please contact the Director of Online Programs, Dr. Lori McClaren, at 

Lori.McClaren@peace.edu or 919-508-2367.  

 

About Proctored Tests 

 

You will take two proctored tests—the midterm following the third week of the term and 

the final during the 7th week.  You should familiarize yourself with the new Peace test 

proctoring options now (the options are on the course website). Please note that there are 

several options to take the tests: via a webcam (called ProctorU), at an approved proctoring site 

https://www.peace.edu/academics/school-of-professional-studies/learning-opportunities/online-learning/
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(including on-campus) or with an approved proctor. It is your responsibility to follow Peace 

proctoring procedures and to be ready to take the midterm and exam when scheduled. I 

recommend that you make proctoring arrangements early in the term (spots at some sites 

fill up fast). Please note that if you plan to take your tests at a proctoring site, you must 

reserve a place at the site in advance. Please also note that failure to take the midterm or final 

during the scheduled period will result in a zero for the test. (Failure to schedule a proctoring site 

or proctor is not a legitimate excuse for missing the test.) Extensions (additional time beyond 

the scheduled time period) will only be granted for documented reasons such as 

hospitalization or a death in the immediate family and will only be granted after the 

Director of Online Programs has approved the extension. 

Please note that the course instructor does not handle proctoring.  If you need 

help with the proctoring process, have a question about a proctoring site, or 

encounter a technical problem while taking a proctored test, please contact 

the Director of Online Programs, Dr. Lori McClaren, at 

Lori.McClaren@peace.edu or 919-508-2367. She handles all proctoring issues.  

 

 

 

 

Taking an Incomplete 

 
“An Incomplete (I) grade may be issued for a course in which a substantial portion of the class 

work has been satisfactorily completed as of the end of the semester. The Incomplete grade can 

be recorded only when the completed portion of the student’s work is of passing quality and thus 

the student has the potential to pass the course. The grade of Incomplete is reserved for 
exceptional circumstances that prevent a student from completing coursework by the time that 

grades must be submitted. Examples of such circumstances include serious illness, emergency, 

and/or extreme hardship. An Incomplete typically is not granted when a student has missed more 

than 30% of the class work. Should the faculty member agree to assign a grade of Incomplete, he 
or she also has the right to set a specific date prior to that noted by the Registrar by which all 

unfinished work must be completed. Upon submission of the completed work, the faculty 

member files the necessary paperwork and submits the final grade to the Office of the Registrar. 

If the student has not satisfactorily completed the work by the deadline established by the 
instructor, the instructor will file the necessary paperwork and submit the appropriate final letter 

grade to the Office of the Registrar. The grade of “I” automatically becomes “F” if the “I” is not 

removed by the end of the sixth week of the following semester.”  (William Peace University policy) 

 

Disability Services 

Disability Services are available for students who require reasonable accommodations due to any 

cognitive, physical, or psychological disability, in order to provide equal access to the 
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educational environment.  Students will need to be registered with the office and provide 

appropriate documentation, in accordance with local, state, and federal laws, in order to receive 
an Academic Accommodation Plan. For more information go to https://www.peace.edu/student-

life/student-support-services/disability-services/ or call (919) 508-2163.  The Disability Services 

office is located on the 2nd Floor of Joyner House. 

 

Tutorial Services 
 

The Office of Tutorial Services is located on the 2nd floor of Finch Library. Tutoring is offered in 

most all subjects, including anthropology, biology, business, chemistry, criminal justice, history, 

math, political science, psychology, simulation and game design, and writing.  Free workshops 
are also offered each semester, as well as free resources on studying, citation, grammar, and 

other academic topics.  For more information go to https://www.peace.edu/academics/center-for-

student-success/academic-and-tutoring-center/  or call 919-508-2080. 

 

Academic Integrity 

William Peace University takes academic integrity seriously. It is expected that students are 

familiar with the University Honor Code and that they strive to embody its principles in their 

work. Students should be aware that there is a process by which violations of academic integrity 

are adjudicated. 

Academic integrity requires that all members of the University community pursue learning with 

honesty and responsibility. Violations of academic integrity include: 

 Cheating (using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids 

in academic work or in working with others on academic requirements (tests, 

assignments, etc.). 

 Plagiarism (representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own in any academic 

work).  

 Falsification (falsification or invention of any information or citation in academic work). 

 Facilitating academic dishonesty (helping or attempting to help another student to 

commit an act of academic dishonesty as noted above). 

 Lying (misrepresenting information that is relevant to the classroom or academic 

performance. 

 

Procedure for Handling Academic Integrity Violations 

https://www.peace.edu/student-life/student-support-services/disability-services/
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The instructor will meet with the student(s) involved, send an email response, or note the matter 

on a graded assignment and clearly state the nature of the charge. Each professor has the option 

to institute sanctions for a first offense but is also required to submit a report to the Vice 

President for Academic Affairs. The type of infraction (e.g. unintentional plagiarism versus 

blatant cheating on a test) will determine the severity of the sanction. A professor’s course 

syllabus will explain his or her penalties for a violation of academic integrity, such as a zero or 

“F” for a specific assignment or an automatic “F” for the entire course.   

The student is under no pressure, overt or implied, to admit responsibility. A student cannot 

withdraw from a course in which a decision about the violation of academic integrity is pending. 

When a decision has been made, the accused student(s) may choose to appeal using the academic 

grade appeal process. 

The Vice President of Academic Affairs will keep records of all violations which remain a part 

of a student’s permanent record. For each violation the VPAA usually sends a letter to the 

student, which serves to note the infraction, remind about the importance of academic integrity, 

and warn about the consequences of future infractions.   

Violation Action by Faculty (Course 

Penalty) 

Action by V.P. for Academic Affairs 

(Academic Penalty) 

First Notifies student; assigns penalty as 

described in course syllabus; reports 
violation to VPAA  

Usually sends letter to student warning that 

another violation will result in suspension for 
the subsequent semester. 

Second 
Notifies student; assigns penalty as 
described in course syllabus; reports 

violation to VPAA 

Sends letter to student suspending him or her 

from WPU for the subsequent semester and 

warning that one more violation results in 

permanent expulsion from the university. 

Third Notifies student; assigns penalty as  

described in course syllabus; reports  

violation to VPAA  

Sends letter to student permanently expelling 
him or her from WPU. 

 

Peace Plagiarism Policy  
(From the current William Peace School of Professional Studies student handbook) 

Plagiarism is theft; it is the deliberate or accidental use of a source’s words, 

interpretation, or information without properly quoting or paraphrasing and 

acknowledging that use. 

In both the professional world and the academic world, plagiarism is punished. In the 
professional world, charges of plagiarism, when proven, carry potentially enormous 

financial penalties. In the academic world, universities and colleges punish plagiarism 

with varying degrees of severity, with the penalties ranging all the way from expulsion 

from the school, to an automatic F in the course, down to an automatic F on the particular 
project or paper.  



 

There are only two ways to avoid plagiarism:  
1. Quote and Citation: Use the source‘s exact words, place quotation marks at the 

beginning and end of them, and insert a citation immediately at the end of the quotation 

according to the standards of the discipline.  

2. Paraphrase and Citation: Transform (paraphrase) the source‘s words and information 

entirely into your own style of writing, and insert a citation at the end of this paraphrase. 

If what you write still echoes the source‘s words and style, you have plagiarized. If you 

fail to insert a citation, you have plagiarized.  
 

 

William Peace University Honor Code 
"On my honor as a William Peace University student, I will not lie, cheat or steal; nor will I 

condone the actions of those who do."  

 

“The primary goals of the Honor Code are to develop strength of character and to promote a 
wholesome atmosphere on campus with mutual trust and self-respect. An effective honor system 

is possible only if students believe in its importance and uphold it. WPU students are bound by 

the Student Code of Conduct, which is also a part of the Honor Code. The Honor Code 

establishes the minimum standards of conduct for maintaining the academic integrity of the 
university. The Student Code of Conduct establishes the minimum standards of conduct in non-

academic matters. All new students are given an opportunity to sign the Honor Code during the 

fall semester, to demonstrate their commitment to upholding it.” 
(from the William Peace University web site) 
 

 

Class Protocol  

If extenuating circumstances (a bout with the flu, hospitalization, death in the 
immediate family for example) necessitate missing assignment deadlines, please 
contact me immediately (no later than the day the assignment is due), and we’ll see 
if we can work something out.  

The midterm and exam must be taken when scheduled. If you think you will miss the 
midterm or exam because of extenuating circumstances (a bout with the flu, 
hospitalization, death in the immediate family for example), contact me as soon as the 
situation arises (no later than the day of the test). To get an extension on the test 
date, you must provide verification of your extenuating circumstance that must be 
approved by the Director of Online Programs. If you miss a test and do not have a 
valid excuse, a “0” will be awarded for a grade.  

If you encounter a technical problem while taking a test, please contact 
immediately the Director of Online Programs, Dr. Lori McClaren, at 919-508-2367 
or Lori.McClaren@peace.edu 

Written assignments (this does not include forum posts!!) may be handed in late, 

but late work will be docked one letter grade for work handed in late (unless there 

is a documented extenuating circumstance). I strongly encourage you to turn in your 
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work, even if it’s late. A “0” does terrible things to your average. Work is due by 

midnight of the day assigned (Eastern Standard Time) and tests must be 

completed by 11:58 of the last day (Saturday) of the test period (Eastern Standard 

Time). Late assignments will be accepted up until the last week of the term. Late 

work will not be accepted during or after exam week (Week 7). 

I will grade and return your work within one week of the assignment or test final 

due date. Your grades will posted in your gradebook by that time. You can see my 

comments on your graded test by clicking on your test in the gradebook. I will 
return your graded written assignments via email. 

                                                                          

Grading 

A 90%-100% 

B 80%-89% 

C 70%-79% 

D 60%--69% 

F 59% or below 

 

Have a Question? Need Help?   

Please feel free to send me an email if you have a question or a concern. I generally check my 

email several times a day (morning and afternoon) and will do my best to respond to you in less 

than 24 hours. I generally do not check my email after 6:00 pm, so if you email me in the 

evening, I won’t be able to respond until the next day.  

 

Course Requirements 

 
Reading and Viewing   Students will be responsible for carefully and thoughtfully reading the 

text and online assignments listening to audio lectures, and “viewing” assigned videos. Students 

are expected to keep up with current political issues by reading a newspaper (on paper or online) 

regularly. In North Carolina, the two major newspapers are the Raleigh News and Observer and 

the Charlotte Observer; both are available online. The two major comprehensive national 

newspapers are the New York Times and the Washington Post. Both, unfortunately, require 

subscriptions for their online edition but you can read 10 articles for free. Time magazine also 

has good, fairly generic coverage on a weekly basis online and on paper. The Wall Street Journal 

has good coverage (it has an online page), and National Public Radio also does a good job. For a 



foreign perspective, check out the British newspaper, The Economist. It has an online edition. 

For political commentary, on the right (conservative), the Wall Street Journal editorial page is a 

good place to start and the online journal, The American Conservative 

(http://www.theamericanconservative.com/), has some good, thought-provoking articles. The 

National Review (http://www.nationalreview.com/) is one of the oldest conservative journals 

around. Human Events would be far right (like the Tea Party) http://www.humanevents.com/ For 

a liberal perspective, check out the American Prospect and the Washington Monthly 

(http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/ and http://prospect.org/ ) The Nation and Mother Jones 

are far left, and both have online sites.   

FYI, your textbook is written from a conservative perspective; the lead authors (one is now 

deceased, by the way) are well-known (in academic circles, anyway) conservatives. Keep that in 

mind as you are reading the text. 

Class Forums (15% of grade)  We will have five weekly class discussion sessions on the 

course forum (Click on “Discussion Forums” on the Moodle course page). You’ll be 

responsible for: 1) introducing yourself to members of the class in the “introductions” 

forum; 2) posting a response each week we have a forum to the prompt (question) posted by 

me on the forum; 3) you’ll also be responsible for posting at least one thoughtful response to 

a response posted by one of your classmates. (Note: You don’t need to post a response to 

other posts in the “introductions” forum.) If you do this (introduce yourself; post one response 

and one comment on another student’s response for each discussion forum) in adequate fashion, 

you’ll get a B for this portion of your grade (a “B” will be computed as an 86). If your responses 

are excellent most weeks and you often respond to more than one post, you’ll get an A- 

(computed as a 91); if you always do excellent work, and always do multiple posts, that will earn 

you an A(computed as an 96). Not doing responses or doing responses that are too brief, 

demonstrate a weak understanding of course material, or are simply wrong will result in a lower 

grade.  

I’ll let you know if you’re doing exceptional work or inadequate work on this part of the 

course via an email following each forum. If I send you an email telling you that you did “top 

notch” or excellent work that week, that means you got an A for that forum (computed as a 96). 

If I email you and tell you your response for that week is inadequate, I’ll tell you what to do to 

improve (Your grade for that week, will be a C or D; I’ll tell you which). I won’t email you if 

your response is adequate for that week; your grade for that response is the default grade, a B 

(computed as an 86.) If you choose not to participate in a forum (including the 

“introductions” forum), that’s your choice, but you’ll get a zero for that forum, and, keep 

in mind, “0s” do bad things to your average. (I won’t email you about not participating; 

that’s your choice.) Forum responses submitted after the deadline will not be accepted. In 

other words, you will not get credit for a late forum response, so please submit responses by 

the deadline.  

http://www.theamericanconservative.com/
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Please begin the term by posting a short introduction in the “Introductions” forum.  

 

Forum Etiquette 

Some of the issues you’ll discuss in the forum are controversial. It’s common today for political 

discourse to turn quickly to personal attacks or attacks on groups of people. That’s not the way 

this forum will operate and is not acceptable. Please keep in mind the feelings of others when 

you express an opinion. 

 

Midterm (30% of grade)    The midterm is scheduled Monday-Saturday during the 4th 

week of the session.  The midterm must be completed by Saturday night at 11:58, EST.) 

A proctored midterm examination will be given. The midterm must be taken on a date you 

have scheduled with an approved proctor, via ProctorU or at an approved proctoring site. 

The test period is two hours. This will be a traditional test—no notes, books, access to web 

sites, or assistance of any sort. It will cover the material through week 3. Test questions will 

be based on readings, audio lectures, and videos. The midterm will consist of 10 short answer 

questions (each worth 10 pts.). Each answer should be about a paragraph in length and will 

be graded on content, completeness, organization, and clarity of expression. Spelling will not be 

part of the grade, but good answers (that receive full credit) will employ proper grammar and the 

use of complete sentences.  Questions will come from the study guide questions found on 

your weekly assignments page. You should study all of the study guide questions because you 

won’t know which of the questions I will select. I will, however, on some questions in the test 

(but not all!) give you a choice of two questions. 

Please review the Peace proctoring guidelines on the course website at the beginning of the 

course, and make your proctoring arrangements. I recommend that you make proctoring 

arrangements early in the term. Please note that failure to take the midterm during the 

scheduled period will result in a zero for the test. (Failure to schedule a proctoring site, 

ProctorU or a proctor in time to take the test by the deadline are not legitimate excuses for 

missing the test.) 

Note: it is William Peace University policy that students who fail both the midterm and the 

exam will fail the course. (A failing grade is 59 and lower.) 

Use as your web browser Mozilla Firefox with the pop-up blocker disabled when taking the 

midterm. I strongly urge you to use a direct connection (a wire connection rather than a 

wifi connection) to take the midterm. Wifi can sometimes be unreliable over an extended 

period of time, and if your connection stops—even briefly—you may be locked out of the 

test.   



 

Final (30% of grade)     The exam is scheduled Monday –Saturday in the 7th week of the 

term.  The exam must be completed by Saturday night, at 11:58, EST. ) 

A proctored final examination will be given. The final must be taken on a date you have 

scheduled with an approved proctor, via ProctorU or at an approved proctoring site. The 

test period is two hours. This will be a traditional test—no notes, books, access to web sites, 

or assistance of any sort. It will cover the material from week 4 through the end of the 

course. Test questions will be based on readings, audio lectures, and videos. The midterm will 

consist of 10 short answer questions (each worth 10 pts.).  Each answer should be about a 

paragraph in length and will be graded on content, completeness, organization, and clarity of 

expression. Questions will come from the study guide questions found on your weekly 

assignments page. You should study all of the study guide questions because you won’t know 

which of the questions I will select. I will, however, on some questions in the test (but not all!) 

give you a choice of two questions. 

This is a proctored test just like the midterm, and proctoring arrangements must be made far in 

advance following university proctoring guidelines. Please note that failure to take the final 

during the scheduled period will result in a zero for the test. (Failure to schedule a proctoring 

site, ProctorU or a proctor in time to take the test by the deadline are not legitimate excuses for 

missing the test.) 

Please also note: it is William Peace University policy that students who fail both the 

midterm and the exam will fail the course. 

Use as your web browser Mozilla Firefox with the pop-up blocker disabled when taking the 

final.  I strongly urge you to use a direct connection (a wire connection rather than a wifi 

connection) to take the midterm. WiFi can sometimes be unreliable over an extended 

period of time, and if your connection stops—even briefly—you may be locked out of the 

test.   

Written Assignments (25% of grade) You’ll submit five written responses over the course of 

the term. Each written response will consist of a short essay (2-3 well-formed paragraphs) 

that addresses a question or questions posed by the instructor on the assigned reading or the 

video assignment for that day. Each response should be in paragraph form, submitted in a 

Word document and in 12 font. Make sure you put your name on the document and note 

which assignment it is (i.e., assignment 1 or assignment 2, etc.). Each response will be graded 

on clarity, organization, grammar (including spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc.), 

how well it demonstrates an understanding of assigned materials and how well it answers 

the question(s). A good response should be analytical and get to the heart of the issue(s). 

Please edit and proofread your work carefully!!   



(Note: Late submissions will be penalized one letter grade.) 

A Brief Note on Writing 

By now, you must have noticed that writing is mentioned repeatedly in the syllabus. Writing is 

important in this class, and you should use your time in PSC 201 to work on improving your 

writing. Good writing is one of the most valuable skills you can take away from your college 

education.  

You goal in this class should be to submit professional, clear, grammatically correct and 

thoughtful responses whether it’s in your written assignments, forum posts or test answers. You 

should always use complete sentences. When you mention a person, always use the full name the 

first time you mention him/her. Thereafter, use the last name (never just the first unless it’s a 

person who just goes by one name). Also, if the person has a title (like Congressman or Senator), 

please use the title.   

In the professional and academic world (I’m not including talk radio or the TV shouting matches 

here!), a person’s opinion only has validity if she/he has a thorough understanding of the issue at 

hand (whether it’s about a problem at work, why airline flights run late or whether the minimum 

wage should be increased.) So, focus on the understanding part before you take the next step. 

When you offer an opinion, never use the phrase “in my opinion.” If you are expressing an 

opinion, it should be clear it’s your opinion, and “in my opinion” is unnecessary. 

 

Have a Question? Need Help?   

Please feel free to send me an email if you have a question or a concern. I generally check my 

email several times a day (morning and afternoon) and will do my best to respond to you in less 

than 24 hours. I generally do not check my email after 5:00 pm, so if you email me in the 

evening, I won’t be able to respond until the next day.  

Course Schedule 

Week 1: 1/13 – 1/19 

Week 2: 1/20 – 1/26 

Week 3: 1/27 – 2/2 
Week 4: 2/3 – 2/9 Midterm offered Monday, 2/3-Saturday, 2/8.  The midterm must be completed 

by Saturday night at 11:59 EST. 

Week 5: 2/10 – 2/16 

Week 6: 2/17 – 2/23 
Week 7: 2/24 – 2/29 Exam offered Monday, 2/24-Saturday, 2/29.  (The final must be completed 

by Saturday night at 11:59 EST.) 
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