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Psych 210: Human Development 
Fall-1 2020 
3 Credit Hours 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

 
Instructor: Kim Metz, PhD 
Email: kmetz@walsh.edu 
Phone: 330-490-7231 
Virtual Office Hours: MW 10:45 - 11:45 and by appointment 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course will examine normal patterns of growth and change throughout the lifespan. Stages of physical, 
cognitive and psychosocial development, including personality, language, and intelligence will be examined. The 
course will consider research methods and major theories of child and adult development. 
 
Course Prerequisites: None (Psych 120 recommended) 

 

 
PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (PSLOS) 

 

 PSLO 1: demonstrate knowledge of theories, facts, methodologies and research in the respective discipline 
to evaluate, propose and provide solutions to problems. 

 PSLO 2: recognize and evaluate ethical issues and situations. 

 PSLO 3: demonstrate the ability to apply qualitative and/or quantitative analytical reasoning skills to 
solve problems and evaluate outcomes. 

 PSLO 4: demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively in forms appropriate to the discipline, 
individually and/or in groups. 

 PSLO 5: compare the beliefs, behaviors, values, and /or worldview of others. 
 
 

 
COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (CSLOS) 

 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Identify normal patterns of physical growth and development that occur in each stage of human 
development. 

 Identify normal patterns of cognitive growth and development that occur in each stage of human 
development. 

 Identify normal patterns of socioemotional growth and development that occur in each stage of human 
development. 

 Describe the research methods used to help determine normal developmental changes in humans. 

 Compare and contrast the major theories of child and adult development. 
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REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 
 

We will be utilizing Lumen Learning’s OER (open educational resource), Human Development.  
Use this link to access the text: https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wm-lifespandevelopment/ 
 
It is based on Lifespan Psychology by Laura Overstreet, and includes additional material from the Noba Project, 
OpenStax Psychology, and additional noteworthy contributions by the Lumen Learning team.  
 
This text is an online interactive book.  Clicking on the link above will get you to the Table of Contents.  If you 
prefer a PDF of the text, you can click on that link in the Table of Contents.  You will have a much richer experience 
if you use the interactive materials though. 
   
Students are responsible for all material discussed and assigned in class throughout the semester.  
 
Technology Requirements 
You will need access to a computer and a reliable internet connection. Students are expected to have access to a 
computer with Microsoft Office because you will be creating and uploading assignments using Microsoft Office. 
Note that students at Walsh University can obtain a free copy of Microsoft Office by contacting the Walsh 
University Help Desk at 330-244-4357. 

 
 

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS 
 
Attendance/Course Participation 
It is an expectation in this course that all students complete the readings and other assignments, view the 

PowerPoints and actively contribute to all discussion topics.  Remember that you will be learning the same 
amount of material typically taught in a 15 or 16 week format in only 8 weeks.  You should expect to devote 16 

hours per week to this course, viewing PowerPoints and TED Talks and reading the modules in your interactive 
textbook.  There will also be one discussion prompt and one activity assigned in each Lesson.  Finally, there will 
also be a quiz assigned in each Lesson.    
 
Many of the course activities are built upon collaborative learning and rely on the input and feedback of others. 
Because of the nature of online course work, late or missing activities may have a negative impact on the overall 
student learning and course performance.  It is expected that you devote about 16 hours per week to this course. 
 
Participation in this course is taken to mean sharing of self with others with respect to thoughts and feelings as 
well as engaging actively in the exercises and experiences that are a part of the teaching-learning design. There is 
also the expectation that contributions made should reflect a growing understanding of course topic(s). Students 
are required to reflect informed and articulate answers and thoughts based on careful readings and completion of 
assigned activities and materials. 
 
Discussion Forum Participation 
Participation in discussion forums is critical for maximizing students’ learning experiences and is required for the 
online delivery of this course.  Each student is required to be part of an online community who interact, through 
discussion, to enhance and support the professional development of the group.  
 
Active participation in discussion topics is defined as making at least one (1) original posting per week for each 
discussion topic and at least two (2) responses to colleagues’ postings.  This will result in a minimum total of three 
(3) postings each week, per topic.   

 
NOTE: Your original post will be due each week by Wednesday at 11:55 p.m. and all subsequent posts will be 
due by Sunday at 11:55 p.m. 

 
The course discussion rubric provides specific guidelines on how discussion contributions will be graded and 
what is considered a substantive response.  Some characteristics that are considered to be a part of excellent 
discussion contributions are outlined below. The instructor will consider these characteristics when assessing 
students’ quality and level of participation. 

 Each student should submit his/her initial post(s) early in the session and your subsequent responses to 
the posts of other learners at timely intervals within the duration of the session. Keep in mind the goal is 
to have a dynamic discussion that lasts throughout the entire session. 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wm-lifespandevelopment/
http://opencourselibrary.org/econ-201/
http://nobaproject.com/
https://cnx.org/contents/Sr8Ev5Og@10.24:6HoLG-TA@12/Introduction
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 Posts and responses should be thorough, thoughtful and properly posted BEFORE the due dates for the 
week. Just posting an "I agree" or "Good ideas" will not be considered adequate.   Support statements with 
examples, experiences, or references.  However, students are encouraged to be brief— try to keep each 
post and response to one or two short paragraphs. Keep in mind that fellow students will be reading and 
responding too. 

 Make certain to address the discussion prompt(s). This does not mean one should not extend the topic, but 
do not stray from the topic. 

 Discussions occur when there is dialogue. Build upon the posts and responses of other learners to create 
discussion threads. Revisit the discussion forum and respond (if necessary) to what other learners have 
posted to initial responses. 

 When relevant, add to the discussion by including prior knowledge, work experiences, references, 
websites, resources, etc. (giving credit when appropriate). 

 Contributions to the discussions (posts and responses) should be complete and free of grammatical or 
structural errors. 

 
Assignments 
All course written requirements should be submitted via the Assignments tool in ECN.  Lessons will run Monday-
Sunday of each course week. Lessons will open on the Friday prior to the start of a lesson. All assignments, other 
than discussion forum posts, should be completed and submitted by the last day of the lesson week (Sunday) at 
11:55 p.m.  Of course, you may always turn in work sooner than Sunday night if it fits your schedule better. Because 
of the way the course is structured, students must stay on track with assignment dates and cannot complete 
assignments from previous weeks once the due date is passed. 

 
Walsh (IDEA) Course Evaluations 
At the end of each term, all Walsh students are invited to complete the course evaluation surveys for their courses. 
Every survey is confidential, and thoughtful student responses regarding the instructional aspects of the course 
provide faculty with insights about their teaching effectiveness and gives them insight into future improvements for 
the course and programs. Once you receive a notification that the evaluation period is open, you can access the 
survey by using the instructions listed below. The system is set to automatically create reminders. You will no 
longer receive these reminder messages once you have completed the surveys.  
 
The surveys can be accessed during the evaluation period at https://walsh.campuslabs.com/courseeval/. Please 
follow the link and sign in to the system using your Walsh ID and password. If you have technical issues with your 
ID or password, please contact the Walsh Help Desk for assistance at helpdesk@walsh.edu. Thank you in advance 
for helping our faculty improve your learning environment! 

 
Communicate with Your Instructor  

While e-mails are always welcomed, consider instead posting course questions in the General Discussion Forum. 
This is the best place to post all non-private questions that pertain to the course, since other students will benefit 
from the exchange.  The instructor will respond to all questions posted there within 48 hours. Please contact the 
instructor via Walsh email (see Page 1) with any personal and/or private issues or questions. 

 
 
Late Assignments 
All assignments are due by on the day indicated on the assignment. If accepted by the instructor, late submissions 
will be assessed a penalty.  
 
Make-up assignments will only be permissible under EXCEPTIONAL circumstances. It is the student’s 
responsibility to notify the instructor in-advance of the assignment. The instructor will evaluate each situation on a 
case-by-case basis.  A request is not synonymous with approval. In some cases, the assignment will be due or 
examination taken prior to the original due-date. 
 
All course assignments must be completed before a course grade will be issued. If not completed, an incomplete 
grade may be negotiated. Refer to Walsh University Catalog for incomplete grade protocol and policies.  
 

 
 
 

mailto:helpdesk@walsh.edu
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GRADING METHODOLOGY AND POLICIES 
 

Final course grade will be based on graded assignments, interactive participation, and demonstration of ethical 

and professional clinical conduct in all learning activities. Course assignments will be weighted as follows: 
 

Category Point per requirement Total Points 

Introduction Discussion Post 6 points x 1  6 points 

Discussion Posts - There will be 8 
discussion posts one each Week, 
each worth 12 points total (6 points 
for your initial post and 3 points for 
each follow up response) You must 
only participate in 6 of them.   

12 points x 6 = 

 

72 points 

Assignments - There will be 8 

Assignments, one for each Lesson – 

each worth 20 points – due each 

Sunday night at 11:55pm.  I will 

drop the lowest two assignment 

scores which means that you may 

choose to skip two assignments.  

So, 6 will be required.  

HOWEVER, the final, Week 8 

Assignment is REQUIRED so it 

must be one of your 6 completed.  

Please plan accordingly. 

 

20 points x 6 = 

 

120 points 

Tests/Quizzes - There will be 8 

quizzes – one for each module – due 

each Sunday night at 11:55pm.  You 

may NOT skip or drop any quizzes. 

 

30 points x 8 = 240 points 

Total Points  438 points 

 
 A grade will be assigned based upon achievement of points within one of the following ranges: 

Letter Grade Percentage 

A 93-100 

A- 90-92 

B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 

D 63-66 

D- 60-62 

F 59 and below 

  

  
 Grade Turnaround 

I will make every effort to have your work graded within one week – two weeks at the latest. 
 

 Grade Appeal 
Refer to the Walsh University Catalog for the specific policy. 
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UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENTAL POLICIES 
 

Academic Integrity 
Appropriate source documentation must be supplied for all quoted and/or referenced materials.  If any student has 
specific questions about proper citations, quotations, etc., please contact the instructor.  
 
The Walsh Digital Campus subscribes to the Academic Integrity Policy as published in the Walsh University 
Catalog (“Academic Integrity Policies & Procedures” section).  If a student engages in academic dishonesty – as 
defined by the policy – the penalties may include an “F” for the assignment, an “F” for the course, and/or 
submission of the student’s (or group’s) name to the University for further action.  The instructor will follow 
procedures set forth in handling issues of alleged violations. The student should become familiar with these policies, 
procedures, etc. 

 
Accessibility Services for Students with Disabilities 
Walsh University is committed to fostering an institutional climate in which qualified students with 
disabilities have full access to the academic environment. It is our practice to create an inclusive and accessible 
learning environment consistent with federal law. 
 
If you feel that you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability or temporary medical 
condition, please contact Meredith Soduk, the Director of Academic Support Services, at 330-490-7529 or 
msoduk@walsh.edu. Accessibility Services will confidentially discuss your needs, review your 
documentation, and determine your eligibility for reasonable accommodations. Please know that it is the 
student’s responsibility to request and coordinate accommodations. Although students may contact 
Accessibility Services at any point throughout the semester, it is ideal for a student ’s accommodations to be 
arranged and communicated as early as possible because accommodations are not retroactive. 

 
 

University Administrative Withdrawal Policy 
After one written warning to the student, and with appropriate notice of such a practice in the syllabus, an 
instructor may administratively withdraw a student from a course after unexcused non-attendance in an on-
ground course, or unexcused non- participation in an online course, in at least 20% of the specific course 
schedule per the following schedule: 

 8 week course – after two weeks 

 15 week course – after three weeks 
 
The student must receive one written warning from the instructor to the student ’s Walsh University email 
address. Administrative withdrawals will not be permitted after the last day to withdraw from the term (per 
appropriate term of the Academic calendar) without permission of the Associate Vice President and Dean of 
Academic Administration and Department Chair of the program. Refer to the academic calendar for specific 
dates. A student who is administratively withdrawn from a class will receive a final grade of W (withdrawal). 

 
Online Content Expectations 

At Walsh University, we protect the intellectual property of all our faculty, and safeguard the privacy of all 
our students in online learning environments. To this end, students may not record, reproduce, screenshot, 
photograph, or distribute any video, audio, or visual content from their online courses. This restriction 
includes but is not limited to: 

 Pre-recorded and live lectures 

 Quiz or exam questions 

 Live discussions 

 Discussion boards 

 Simulations 

 Posted course materials 

 Faculty feedback forms 

 Visual materials that accompany lectures/discussions, such as slides 

 Virtual whiteboard notes/equations, etc. 

mailto:msoduk@walsh.edu
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As we engage in online learning as an academic community, it is imperative to be respectful of all. Keep in mind 
that if any student is identifiable in an online class recording, this may constitute a violation of the educational 
record protections provided under FERPA. 
  
Students with disabilities who need to record classroom lectures or discussions must contact the Accessibility 
Services (msoduk@walsh.edu) to register, request, and be approved for an accommodation. All students are advised 
that students may tape classroom activities for this purpose. Such recordings are to be used solely for individual or 
group study with other students enrolled in the class that term/semester. They may not be reproduced, shared in 
any way (including electronically or posting in any web environment) with those not in the class in that quarter. 
  
Violations may be reported to the student’s Chair/Dean and students who violate this policy may be subject to 
disciplinary action. 

 

  
STUDENT SUCCESS SUPPORT 

 
Sarah Shaffer 
Student Support Manager 
Phone: 330-490-7346 
Email: sshaffer@walsh.edu 

 

 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT 

 
Walsh University Help Desk 
Phone: 330-244-4357.  You can get help here 24 hours a day. 

Email: helpdesk@walsh.edu 

 
 

  

mailto:msoduk@walsh.edu
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COURSE ORGANIZATION AND TEACHING STRATEGIES 
 

This course is organized in alignment with Walsh University’s online course template. Each lesson contains an 
overview and outcomes, readings and related materials, learning activities and assessments, as well as 
supplemental resources.  The schedule below is tentative; all assignments, projects, grades, and due dates are 
subject to change through the course of the semester as needed at the instructor’s discretion. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly 
Topic(s) 

Deliverables Due Date 
(Due by 11:55 p.m. EST) 

Week 1 

Discussion Posts 
Assignment – Research Methods 

Quiz 1 

Wednesday/Sunday  
Sunday  
Sunday  

Week 2 

Discussion Posts 
Assignment – Baby shower gift 

Quiz 2 

Wednesday/Sunday  
Sunday  
Sunday  

Week 3 

Discussion Posts 
Assignment – Interactions of domains of development 

Quiz 3 

Wednesday/Sunday 
Sunday  
Sunday 

Week 4 

Discussion Posts 

Assignment – Learning styles 

Quiz 4 

Wednesday/Sunday  
Sunday 
Sunday 

Week 5 

Discussion Posts 

Assignment – Adolescents in music 

Quiz 5 

Wednesday/Sunday  
Sunday 
Sunday 

Week 6 

Discussion Posts 
Assignment – Coping skills 

Quiz 6 

Wednesday/Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday  

Week 7 

Discussion Posts 
Assignment – Late Adult Interview 

Quiz 7 

Wednesday/Sunday 

Sunday 

Sunday 

Week 8 

Discussion Post 
Assignment – Happiness in Late adulthood 

Quiz 8 

Wednesday/ Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
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APPENDICES 
 

Discussion Post Rubric 
 

 
No submission 

Needs 
Improvement 

Fair Very Good 

Initial 
post 

No submission or 
submitted after deadline 

0 Points 

Post lacked depth and 
showed little 
understanding of the ideas 
presented; showed no 
attempt at critical 
thought/reflection. Did 
not answer all portions of 
the discussion post. May 
have included extreme 
spelling/grammar 
/coherency 

2 Points 

Post provided a basic 
understanding of the 
material but lacked detail 
and a personal connection; 
slight attempt at critical 
thought/reflection. 
Minimal answers for each 
component. May have 
included some 
spelling/grammar/ 
coherency issues. 

4 Points 

Post provided a thorough 
understanding of the 
topic; included a personal 
connection/experience 
and/or references to 
specific lecture material; 
strong attempt at critical 
thought/reflection; 
organized, well thought-
out, and well-written. 
Answered all components 
fully; provided ample 
opportunity for further 
discussion by classmates. 

6 Points 
Response 
post #1 

No submission or 
submitted after deadline 

0 Points 

Post was minimal and 
contributed little to the 
discussion and/or were 
repetitive of the 
classmates' posts or the 
student's own 
original/response posts. 
No attempts to further the 
discussion. May have 
included extreme 
spelling/grammar 
/coherency issues. 

1 Points 

Responded to classmate 
with post that was slightly 
reflective and respectful of 
their post but still lacked 
depth and connection. 
Some attempt at 
furthering discussion by 
relating topic to outside 
material, 
asking/answering 
minimal or brief 
questions. Posted within 3 
hours of the deadline 
limiting ability of others to 
respond. Some 
spelling/grammar/ 
coherency issues. 

2 Points 

Post greatly contributed to 
or expanded upon the 
ideas of the original post 
and/or respectfully 
disagreed and explained 
why well. Strong attempt 
at critical 
thought/reflection. 
Excellent attempt at 
furthering the discussion 
(by posting prior to 3 
hours prior to the 
deadline) and therefore 
allowing others to 
respond. In-depth, 
thought-provoking, 
respectful questions. Well 
thought-out and well-
written. 

3 Points 

Response 
post #2 

No submission or 
submitted after deadline 

0 Points 

Post was minimal and 
contributed little to the 
discussion and/or were 
repetitive of the 
classmates' posts or the 
student's own 
original/response posts. 
No attempts to further the 
discussion. May have 
included extreme 
spelling/grammar 
/coherency issues. 

1 Points 

Responded to classmate 
with post that was slightly 
reflective and respectful of 
their post but still lacked 
depth and connection. 
Some attempt at 
furthering discussion by 
relating topic to outside 
material, 
asking/answering 
minimal or brief 
questions. Posted within 3 
hours of the deadline 
limiting ability of others to 
respond. Some 
spelling/grammar/ 
coherency issues. 

2 Points 

Post greatly contributed to 
or expanded upon the 
ideas of the original post 
and/or respectfully 
disagreed and explained 
why well. Strong attempt 
at critical 
thought/reflection. 
Excellent attempt at 
furthering the discussion 
(by posting prior to 3 
hours prior to the 
deadline) and therefore 
allowing others to 
respond. In-depth, 
thought-provoking, 
respectful questions. Well 
thought-out and well-
written. 

3 Points 
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Assignment Rubric 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

Organization 
and 
Coherence 

Needs Improvement 

The paper is weak in organization 

and/or coherence. The reader 

cannot identify a line of reasoning. 

1 Points 

Satisfactory 
The paper is generally organized 
and coherent. The reader can 
mostly follow the line of 
reasoning. 

2 Points 

Exemplary 
The paper is well organized and 
coherent throughout. The reader 
can follow the line of reasoning. 

3 Points 

 

Grammar, 
Composition 
and Page 
Length 

Needs Improvement 

Several sentences are constructed 

incorrectly. Grammatical errors are 

distracting. Paper not of sufficient 

length. 

1 Points 

Satisfactory 
Most sentences are well phrased, 
clear and varied. Minor 
grammatical errors but do not 
obscure meaning. Length of paper 
is mostly appropriate. 

2 Points 

Exemplary 
Sentences are well phrased, clear 
and varied throughout. Writing is 
error free. Met length 
requirements. 

3 Points 

Presentation 
of course 
content 

Not 

acceptable 
Not Acceptable 
Inaccurate course 
content, no specific 
evidence/examples, 
and no analysis of 
material presented. 
Includes only 
prohibited sources 
or opinions. Does 
not answer all parts 
of the assignment.5 
Points 

8 Points 

Needs 

Improvement 

Some inaccurate 

course content, few 

specific 

examples/evidence, 

and little analysis of 

material presented. 

Includes some 

prohibited sources 

and/or opinions. 

Answers some parts 

of the assignment. 

10 Points 

 

Average 

work 
Average work. 
Meet basic 
criteria without 
extra critical 
thought or 
analysis or 
expanding on 
material. 

11 Points 

Meets 

expectations 
Minor 
inaccuracies, 
some specific 
examples/eviden
ce, and some 
analysis of 
material 
presented. Does 
not include 
prohibited 
sources or 
opinions. 
Answers most 
parts of the 
assignment. 

12 Points 

Exemplary 
Exemplary No 
inaccurate course 
content, multiple 
specific 
examples/evidence, 
and much analysis of 
material presented. 
Does not include 
prohibited sources or 
opinions. Answers 
all parts of the 
assignment. 

14 Points 


	Fall-1 2020
	3 Credit Hours
	INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
	COURSE DESCRIPTION
	Course Prerequisites: None (Psych 120 recommended)

	PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (PSLOS)
	COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (CSLOS)
	Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

	REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS
	Technology Requirements

	STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS
	Attendance/Course Participation
	Discussion Forum Participation
	Assignments
	Walsh (IDEA) Course Evaluations
	Communicate with Your Instructor
	Late Assignments

	GRADING METHODOLOGY AND POLICIES
	Grade Turnaround
	Grade Appeal

	UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENTAL POLICIES
	Academic Integrity
	Accessibility Services for Students with Disabilities
	University Administrative Withdrawal Policy

	STUDENT SUCCESS SUPPORT
	TECHNICAL SUPPORT
	COURSE ORGANIZATION AND TEACHING STRATEGIES
	APPENDICES
	Discussion Post Rubric
	Assignment Rubric


