
ANI-160 – Fundamentals of Movement and Animation Syllabus 

Course Code: 

ANI-160 

Course Title: 

Fundamentals of Movement and Animation 

Course Description: 

In this course, students will move and animate 3D models. Students will learn and 
apply the theories of motion and movement to 3D artwork as well as demonstrate 
the established principles of animation. Using existing models, they will develop 
motion and animation skills. Students will animate rigid objects, organic objects and 
simple characters. Students will be exposed to keyframe animation and direct 
animation. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6. Please refer to WCC's Academic Levels 
and Course Placement chart found here: https://www.wccnet.edu/start-
now/placement-assessment/academic-levels.php. 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the ANI-160 Master Syllabus 

Required Text and Materials: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder 

• No textbook; all within the course content in Bb course site

• LinkedIn Learning (previously called Lynda.com) subscription (free) - this is
similar to other WCC classes, and instructions will be provided

Technical Requirements for Blackboard: 

• This is an online course and requires the use of Blackboard.

• Computer that meets the system requirements for Maya 2018 with free
download of software from Autodesk.com (support provided by the Autodesk
community and through their Knowledge Center.

Consent to Showcase Work 

By taking this course, you are consenting to allow WCC to showcase your work. 
Please notify the instructor in writing by the end of the second week of this course if 
you do not consent. 

Class Overview and Guidelines: 

Time Commitment 
To meet the due dates on the schedule, expect to spend 12 to 15 hours per week 
for this 4-credit course. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/start-now/placement-assessment/academic-levels.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/start-now/placement-assessment/academic-levels.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/ani/ms_ani160.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder


Class Meetings 
We will be meeting as a group once each week using Zoom, where we will put all of 
these tools together. We'll demonstrate how to use these on each project, as well 
as discuss problem-solving techniques that you've used in your own work that 
week. There will also be an open discussion period at the end of these demos 
where you can seek help from the instructor or the group with your animating 
issues. If you can't make it to this group meeting, don't fret -- each meeting will be 
recorded and posted for all to study. You can also ask for demonstrations to be 

done at the meeting if you cannot make it. 

Assignments 
There are a number of assignments that are short exercises. These will be 
submitted to, and evaluated directly by, the instructor. 

Blogs 
There are several kinds of projects. Some are long, and involve many hours of 
animation. These will be supported both with specific and general demos, as well as 
a raft of tooltips and problem-solving videos. For our largest projects, you'll share 
your finished work with fellow students via a blog post. You will be expected to 
critique other students’ work. The best way to improve animation is to show it to 
others, and to give and take constructive critique. 

Quizzes 
Throughout the class are short quizzes, to complete within the designated 
timeframe. These are a great feedback tool for both you and the instructor to gauge 
how you are grasping basic terminology and technology. 

Discussion Boards 
There are a number of discussion board questions, which are assigned 
intermittently. You will be graded on both your initial posting and having at least one 
reply to your fellow students. 

Exams 
There will be a written final exam. 

Graded Items Percentage of Final Grade 

Assignments (5) 30% 

Blogs and Critiques (8) 40% 

Quizzes (4) 10% 

Discussion Boards (6) 10% 

Final Exam 10% 

TOTAL 100% 

Grading 

Grades (and comments on your work) are posted in Blackboard under My Grades. 
Grading is typically completed within a week of the assignment due date. 

I strongly encourage you to keep abreast of the gradebook. If there is some kind of 
electronic problem with the turn-in of a project and you notice it two days before the 



end of the semester because you didn’t keep up with the grades, there are going to 
be problems. 

Course Deadlines 

All due dates are final. Students may wish to submit a revised version for re-
grading, but this must be done within a week of receiving instructor feedback. 

Late Assignments 

Extensions: Life happens. I understand. When life happens please contact me to 
keep me informed and to request an extension. If you don't have your work done on 
a due date, and haven't contacted me for an extension, turn in what you've got for 
partial credit. Students may request extensions owing to extraordinary 
circumstances. Permission for extensions must be submitted in writing (email) no 
later than twelve hours before the project’s due date. These are subject to instructor 
approval. 

Communication 

Email Communication 

• Please send emails from your WCC account to be in compliance with federal 
privacy regulations. I do not reply to emails from email providers other than 
WCC. 

• Provide a clear subject line and include your course number and section. 

• Always include your first and last name in the email message. 

Expectations of Students and Availability of Instructor: 

Expectations and Availability of Instructor You will have plenty of opportunity to 
interact with your instructor. On top of our Zoom each week, there will be a block of 
times set aside that you are expected to schedule one-on-one feedback and 
instruction. I check my email frequently, and I expect you to check yours. Any 
course announcements will not only be posted on Blackboard but also emailed to 
you directly. 

During my regular office hours, you may schedule further instruction via Zoom. 
Owing to the many requests from students, I do ask that you schedule office hour’s 
appointments in advance via email.  

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/


WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

