
ENG-111 – Composition I Course Syllabus 

Course Code: 

ENG-111 

Course Title: 

Composition I 

Course Description: 

In this course; students will write effective academic essays using a variety of 
rhetorical patterns for various purposes and audiences. Reading materials serve as 
a basis for essays and classroom discussions. Students write both in-class and out-
of-class essays. During the first week of class; students must demonstrate their 
writing proficiency. In order to pass with a C or better; students must demonstrate at 
least C level competency in documented essay writing by the end of the semester. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the ENG-111 Master Syllabus 

Required Text: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder 

• ENG 111 OER Text Introduction to Composition. A PDF copy of this text will 
be available in Blackboard. 

• Writing Center Workbook for English 111 Current Edition (insert current 
academic year here). Hayden McNeil (you’ll have to purchase this from the 
Writing Center) 

Course Overview and Structure: 

Course Overview 

This course teaches students to write effective academic essays for various 
audiences.  Students will develop skills in critical reading, logical thinking, and 
written composition (from narrative to expository essays and documented essays). 
Methods of organization and development are emphasized. During the first week of 
class, students must demonstrate their writing proficiency 

This is a first-semester college-level writing course that will focus on developing 
skills in written composition, research-writing techniques, and critical thinking. 
Students will also do a significant amount of grammar, punctuation, and usage 
review. Student also will be responsible for producing a total of 20-25 pages of 
polished writing by the end of the course. 

Course Goals 

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/eng/ms_eng111.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder


• Identify reasons that people write and value writing 

• Use appropriate forms and strategies to address varied audiences and 
occasions. 

• Demonstrate an ability to question, explain, interpret, and evaluate the writing 
of others, as well as their own. 

• Demonstrate knowledge of prewriting techniques. 

• Formulate, develop, and support effective thesis statements. 

• Use a variety of organizational strategies. 

• Use appropriate conventions of style in establishing levels of formality and 
tone. 

• Write 5 essays reflecting a variety of writing genres(narrative, process, 
compare/contrast, cause/effect and argumentative). Note to instructors: Feel 
free to swap one of the first four genres with definition. 

• Use a variety of resources available for credible research and 
documentation. 

• Assess source material for validity. 

• Document sources using MLA style or another appropriate research 
documentation style. 

Time Commitment 

To meet the due dates on the schedule, expect to spend 12 to 15 hours per week 
for a 4-credit course. 

Expectations and Availability of Instructor 

I will usually respond to email messages within 24-48 hours. You should make a 
habit of checking messages on a regular basis as well. 

Communication 

General Communication Guidelines 
Please be courteous and professional in your communications. 

Please use complete sentences and avoid using abbreviations. 

Individual and Group Communication 
In cases where multiple students have the same question or issue I may post an 
announcement rather than responding individually. 

Email & Announcement Communication 

• I will use Blackboard to communicate and post announcements. Make sure 
you activate your WCC student email if you have not already. You can 
activate your email at www.wccnet.edu/activate 

• Please send emails from your WCC account to be in compliance with federal 
privacy regulations. 

• Provide a clear subject line that includes the course name, section number, 
and the assignment or lab name. 

• Always include your first and last name in the email message. 

• Please check the announcements regularly! The announcements page and 
email will be my primary methods of contacting you about assignments and 
course issues, so make sure you check them frequently. 

http://www.wccnet.edu/activate
http://www.wccnet.edu/activate
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html


Strategies for Success 

• Print out the course calendar and follow it. 

• Check for new announcements within your Blackboard course once a week. 

• Begin assignments before the due date so you can ask questions and have 
time to troubleshoot any technical issues. 

• Stay in touch by email if you have any questions, concerns, or conflicts that 
may interfere with your academic success. 

Grading 

• Grades are posted in Blackboard under ‘My Grades’. 

• Grading for most assignments will typically completed within -- days of the 
assignment submission. 

Determining Your Grade 

Essays 
During the session, you will complete 5 essays (four shorter essays and a longer 
argumentative research paper). 

All essays submitted must be done via Blackboard. Additionally, the essays must be 
word-processed, using the standard MLA formatting in Microsoft Word. 
Unfortunately, Blackboard doesn’t allow for extensive edits on PDF documents. The 
standard MLA format includes 1 inch margins (top, bottom, left, and right), 12 point 
font, (Times or other standard font), in regular type (not bold). 

Free access to Microsoft Office Products 

• Students can get Office 365 Education (including Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
and OneNote), for free with your school email address at 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/office. 

• A tutorial for downloading Microsoft Office is provided within the Bb course 
site 

• Guidelines and grading rubrics for each essay will be provided in Blackboard. 

Writing Center 
The Writing Center Manual assignments are a required component of this 
Composition I class. It's the 4th credit hour required for Composition I, the ENG 000 
course. The assignments for the Writing Center will comprise 25% of the final grade 
for this class. Assignments 1 - 10 must be completed by the assigned deadline 
dates. These assignments are evaluated Pass/Fail and may be revised as often as 
necessary provided that the final draft is submitted by the deadline date. No late 
Writing Center assignments will be accepted. However, you are certainly free to 
work ahead and turn in Writing Center work early. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/learn/departments/engd/writing-center/ 

Discussion Boards 
In Blackboard, there will be a few discussion boards for most of the major topics we 
will cover in this course. You will need to answer the discussion question and 
respond to at least 2 of your classmates to get full credit. These will be graded, and 
active participation is expected; be prepared to see comments/questions from me in 
these discussion threads. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.microsoft.com%2Fen-us%2Feducation%2Fproducts%2Foffice&data=02%7C01%7Cckrantz%40wccnet.edu%7C75850d70440545e01f4508d795e54bf9%7Cec4c99b641114ea0bd5a735a0ae10394%7C0%7C0%7C637142684429500434&sdata=tEerVcgKDy7PsDoqDomGrBhM5UqOI7af5Y8t52mVRQI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.wccnet.edu/learn/departments/engd/writing-center/


Grammar Exercises 
These will be found in Blackboard under Grammar Sets. You have a total of 10 for 
the semester. 

Graded Items Points 

Writing Center Assignments 250 

Four 3-5-page Essays  400 

Argumentative Research Paper (6-8 
pages) 

150 

Grammar Exercises 100 

Discussion Boards 100 

Total =  1,000 

Late Policy 

• Essays: No late submissions. 

• Discussion Boards & Grammar Exercises: These cannot be made up after 
the due date. 

• Writing Center Assignments: No late submissions. 

Classroom Policy Prohibiting Recording 

No student may record any classroom activity without express written consent from 
me.  If you have (or think you may have) a disability such that you need to record 
classroom activities, you should contact Learning Support Services (LSS) to request 
an appropriate accommodation.  Until I have been provided a copy of the approved 
accommodation by LSS or yourself, recording is not permitted. 

Important Note: 

In this course, students will write effective academic essays using a variety of 
rhetorical patterns for various purposes and audiences. Reading materials serve as 
a basis for essays and classroom discussions. Students write both in-class and out-
of-class essays. During the first week of class, students must demonstrate their 
writing proficiency. In order to pass with a "C" or better, students must demonstrate 
at least "C" level competency in documented essay writing by the end of the 
semester. 

Minimum Computer Literacy Skills and Technology Requirements 

• You should have a general knowledge of computers, file management skills, 
word processing skills, and Internet skills. 

• Access to Blackboard and the internet is essential for the entire course 
duration. 

• Course content will be delivered in multiple formats, including but not limited 
to webpages, word and pdf documents, video, and audio formats. You may 
need to install the recommended plugin-ins for each type of media. 

Technical Support 

• Browse the Resources & Help for Blackboard FAQ’s, How To Videos, and 
other resources. 



• Email blackboard@wccnet.edu or call the Blackboard help desk at 734-477-
8724 

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/
https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

