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ENG-170 – Introduction to Literature: Short Story and Novel 
Course Syllabus 

Course Code: 

ENG-170 

Course Title: 

Introduction to Literature: Short Story and Novel 

Course Description: 

Students explore short stories and the novel as they provide blueprints for living; 
self-discovery; and recreation. Students will be introduced to the elements of fiction; 
various literary genres and their cultural and historical contexts. They will practice 
using literary terms in interpreting a variety of texts across genre and mode; in 
writing and discussion. Students will be expected to analyze fiction critically in class 
discussions and through formal and informal writings. Specially designated sections 
of the course may be devoted to special topics such as mystery; war; westerns; 
women's issues; and popular fiction. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the ENG-170 Master Syllabus 

Required Text: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder 

• 40 Short Stories: A Portable Anthology, 3rd ed. Beverly Lawn, editor 

• Kate Chopin’s The Awakening, 2nd ed. Nancy Walker, editor 

• E.M. Forester’s Howards End. Alistair Duckworth, editor 

• Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five. (Mass Market Edition) ISBN: 978-
0440180296 

• Toni Morrison’s Beloved. ISBN: 978-1400033416 

Additional Required Materials: 

In addition, you will need to view the following movies. You may purchase these on 
your own, view them through a service, such as Netflix (www.netflix.com), or rent 
them through your local video rental store. In addition, your local library may have 
these videos for you to borrow.  

• Howards End. Merchant Ivory productions. Dir. James Ivory. 

• Slaughterhouse Five. Universal Studios 2004. Dir. George Roy Hill. 

• Beloved. Walt Disney, 1999. Dir. Jonathan Demme. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/eng/ms_eng170.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder
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Course Overview and Structure: 

Course Overview 

Welcome to English 170: Introduction to Literature: Short Story and Novel! This 
course is an introduction to the genres (literary forms) of the novel and of the short 
story and will focus on 4 novels and 30 short stories, ranging from the 19th century 
to modern day. We will also learn related literary terminology, investigate the literary 
and historical background of each author’s life and work, and watch several 
informative and interesting videos.  

Our goal in this course is to enhance our understanding of the human experience by 
reading, thinking, and writing about the lives and works of a many authors. 

The course itself is divided into ten units which will be covered throughout the 
course of this semester. Each unit has graded quizzes and discussion board 
assignments and also includes reading and viewing assignments. See the Due 
Dates section for more information. 

Course Goals 

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

• Use a literary vocabulary to analyze written works. 

• Write and discuss works critically through descriptions, explanations, and 
interpretations. 

• Make personal connections to literature. 

• Identify the key elements of fiction: plot, characterization, setting, point of 
view and theme. 

• Explain how the social, political, and historical context affects a work of 
fiction. 

• Discuss the value, strengths, and weakness of a work of fiction. 

• Discuss how diversity of viewpoints, backgrounds, cultures, authors, and 
stories enhance our appreciation for literature and our world 

Time Commitment 

To meet the due dates on the schedule, expect to spend 9 to 12 hours per week for 
a 3-credit course. 

Expectations and Availability of Instructor 

I will usually respond to messages within 48 - 72 hours. You should make a habit of 
checking messages on a regular basis as well. 

Communication 

General Communication Guidelines 

• Please be courteous and professional in your communications. 

• Please use complete sentences and avoid using abbreviations. 

Individual and Group Communication 

• In cases where multiple students have the same question or issue I may post 
an announcement rather than responding individually. 

Email Communication 

• Please send emails from your WCC account to be in compliance with federal 
privacy regulations. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
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• Provide a clear subject line that includes the course name, section number, 
and the assignment or lab name. 

• Always include your first and last name in the email message. 

Strategies for Success 

• Print out the course schedule or due dates calendar and follow it. 

• Check for new announcements within your Blackboard course a few times 
per week. 

• Begin assignments before the due date so you can ask questions and have 
time to troubleshoot any technical issues. 

• Stay in touch by email if you have any questions, concerns, or conflicts that 
may interfere with your academic success. 

Grading 

• Grades are posted in Blackboard under “My Grades.” 

• Grading is typically completed within a week of the assignment submission. 

Determining Your Grade 

There are four types of that will directly affect your grade for the course: 

1. Reading quizzes 
2. Two 2 - 3 page essays, each about some aspect of the works we have read 

or watched this semester 
3. A midterm exam and a final exam, each of which will test your knowledge of 

literary terms and the reading and viewing that we will do 
4. A discussion board on which you will post your written responses to 

questions that I pose as well as respond to your classmates 

Course Grade 

We use a % system for this course, which will ultimately help you keep track of your 
grades. In addition, there is a chart at the end of this document that you may use to 
keep track of your points as they accumulate. Here is the breakdown: 

 

Graded Items Percentage of Final Grade 

Reading Quizzes 30% 

2 Essays (100 points each) 20% 

Midterm Exam 15% 

Final Exam 15% 

Discussion Board Postings 20% 

Total 100% 

Late Assignments 
The assignments in this course have deadline dates. Although I will accept late 
work, it is in your best interest to get your work done on time. I lower the grades on 
late assignments by 10% each day they are late. 

Minimum Computer Literacy Skills and Technology Requirements 

• You should have a general knowledge of computers, file management skills, 
word processing skills, and Internet skills. 
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• Access to Blackboard and the internet is essential for the entire course 
duration. 

• Course content will be delivered in multiple formats, including but not limited 
to webpages, word and pdf documents, video, and audio formats. You may 
need to install the recommended plugin-ins for each type of media. 

Technical Support 

• Browse the Resources & Help for Blackboard FAQ’s, How-To Videos, and 
other resources. 

• Email blackboard@wccnet.edu or call the Blackboard help desk at 734-477-
8924 

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/
https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

