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ENG-242– Diverse Children's Literature Course Syllabus 

Course Code 

ENG-242 

Course Title: 

Diverse Children's Literature 

Course Description: 

This course examines and critiques diverse books for children from birth to age 13. 
Students explore children's books about culture, religion, race, gender, sexuality, 
disability, and socio-economic status. Students will learn about important authors 
and illustrators of diverse books and how to incorporate these books in lessons and 
activities with children. This course meets requirements for students entering early 
childhood education, elementary education, and secondary education. It is also 
beneficial for parents, social workers, library studies students, or others interested in 
learning about diverse books for children. The title of this course was previously 
Multicultural Literature for Youth. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the ENG-242 Master Syllabus 

Required Text: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder 

Required Materials 

We’ll be reading the following books throughout the semester. The course schedule 
and Blackboard Modules indicate when each book is read. Once a book is read, 
you will not need to access it again. You’re welcome to read e-book or audiobook 
versions of these books. It is strongly recommended that you have a public library 
card for this class. Libraries are an invaluable resource for you! 

There are many ways you can obtain these books, such as: 

• Buy books from the WCC Bookstore or from your favorite bookstore

• Access free versions of books (mostly YouTube read aloud videos)

• Borrow books for free from your public library

• Order books for free from Michigan eLibrary, if your library doesn’t have a
copy. Books will be mailed to your local library, within 1-2 weeks.

Book List: 
1. Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things by Lenore Look
2. Wisdom Tales by Heather Forest
3. Show Way by Jacqueline Woodson
4. Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns: A Muslim Book of Colors by Hena Khan

https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/eng/ms_eng242.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder
https://secure.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBListView?catalogId=10001&storeId=25558&langId=-1&termMapping=N&courseXml=%3C%3Fxml+version%3D%221.0%22+encoding%3D%22UTF-8%22%3F%3E%3Ctextbookorder%3E%3Ccourses%3E%3Ccourse+dept%3D%22ENG%22+num%3D%22242%22+sect%3D%2201%22+term%3D%22F19%22+%2F%3E%3C%2Fcourses%3E%3C%2Ftextbookorder%3E
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UqxeZMlO9ZSQlZ_XaOhQTki4o2O6TJLxsJDf960-7C0/edit?usp=sharing
https://elibrary.mel.org/
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5. Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper  
6. Rich: A Dyamonde Daniel Story by Nikki Grimes 
7. In Our Mother’s House by Patricia Polacco 
8. Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match by Monica Brown 
9. When Aidan Became a Brother by Kyle Lukoff 
10. Salma the Syrian Chef by Danny Ramadan 
11. Crossing Bok Chitto by Tim Tingle 

Culture Club Book List 
Wait to choose ONE of these books until Culture Club Sign Ups 

1. A Long Way from Home by Jasmine Warga 
2. Efrén Divided by Ernesto Cisneros 
3. Front Desk by Kelly Yang 
4. I Can Make You This Promise by Christine Day 
5. King & the Dragon Flies by Kacen Callender 
6. No Vacancy by Tziporah Cohen 

Course Overview of Assignments 

Reading Responses and Replies 

Write a response to the assigned readings and material each week and post on 
Blackboard. Then reply to classmates’ posts. 

Padlets 

Padlet is an interactive website that allows you to view and post multimedia. You 
will be viewing, commenting, and adding content to each Module’s Padlet. 

Culture Clubs 

Join a small group of students to learn more about a particular culture, common 
stereotypes, and issues of portrayals in children’s books. You will read one of the 
Culture Club Books, based on the culture you sign up for. 

Projects 

The Read Aloud (20 points) 
Choose a picture book or part of a chapter book to read aloud to the class and 
post a recording of yourself reading the book aloud to a Padlet. Select a read 
aloud strategy and develop a Read Aloud Plan. (Due dates vary) 

Controversial Book Project (50 points) 
Select a diverse children’s book that has been criticized for being racist, 
inaccurate, or demeaning and write a paper that discusses that controversy. 
Share this project with the class during a live session or through a Padlet. 

Inquiry Project (150 points) 
Put together a set of diverse children’s books that can be used to teach about a 
particular culture or topic and discuss the quality of these books. Present this 
project in a recording on a Padlet. (Due dates vary) 

Diverse Children’s Literature Portfolio (100 points) 
Compile books, ideas, and teaching strategies from each class session into a 
portfolio that you will share with the class during a live session or a Padlet. 
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Grading and Determining Your Grade: 

• Grades are posted in Blackboard under My Grades. 

• Grading is typically completed within a week of the assignment due date. 

Graded Items Points 
Total 

Percentage of Final 
Grade 

Projects (4) 320 32% 

Reading Reponses (13) 325 32.5% 

Padlets (15) 225 22.5% 

Culture Club 100 10% 

Participation 30 3% 

Total 1000 100% 

Course Deadlines: 

Time Commitment 
To meet the due dates on the schedule, expect to spend 9-12 hours per week for 
this 3-credit course. 

All due dates are either Wednesdays or Saturdays by 11:59 PM, EST. 

Late Assignments: 
You are expected to submit your work by the due dates. If you need an 
extension, please contact me. 

Communication: 

Email Communication 

• Please send emails from your WCC account to be in compliance with federal 
privacy regulations. 

• Please make a habit of checking your email on a regular basis. 

Expectations and Availability of Instructor 
You can expect me to respond to your emails, texts, or calls within 48 hours. 

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/


4 
 

WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

