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ENV-105 – Introduction to Environment and Society Course 
Syllabus 

Course Code: 

ENV-105 

Course Title: 

Introduction to Environment and Society 

Course Description: 

In this course; students take an in-depth look at the relationships between 
individuals; societies and the environment from the perspectives of sustainability 
and environmental science; humanities and social science disciplines. Local to 
global environmental issues and topics will be presented and analyzed through a 
combination of lecture; readings; classroom discussions and activities. 

Prerequisites: 

Academic Reading and Writing Levels of 6; Academic Math Level 2 

Outcomes and Objectives: 

Please refer to the ENV-105 Master Syllabus 

Required Text: 

Please confirm edition with WCC Website or go to the WCC Bookstore and use the 
Find the Course Materials feature to view the required and recommended course 
materials: https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder 

• Robbins, Hintz, and Moore. Environment and Society, 2nd ed. Wiley-
Blackwell, 2014, ISBN: 978-1-118-45156-4 

• Additional readings for each chapter will be posted on Blackboard (no 
purchase necessary). 

Course Overview and Policies: 

This course provides an in-depth look at the relationships between individuals, 
societies, economics, and the environment from the perspectives of physical 
sciences, humanities, and social science disciplines. Concepts related to 
understanding these relationships will be introduced and local to global 
environmental issues and topics will be presented and analyzed through a 
combination of instructor videos, readings, lecture slides, relevant videos, online 
discussions, a model public hearing, a research paper, and various other activities. 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

• Recognize and identify introductory principles and concepts involving the 
relationships between individuals, societies and the environment. 

• Apply appropriate principles and concepts to analyze and interpret data such 
as maps, charts, diagrams, readings and graphs. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/mywcc/faculty-staff/curriculum/course-program-data/syllabi/env/ms_env105.pdf
https://connect.wccnet.edu/academics/schedule/
https://washtenaw.bncollege.com/course-material/course-finder
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• Write a research paper based on an environmental topic using the concepts 
covered in this course.  

• Describe the various implications for the sustainability of environmental 
systems as the human population grows.  

• Explain why the environmental impacts of individuals and groups differ 

enormously based on variations in technology and affluence.   

• Discuss examples of economic mechanisms that exist that may help solve 
environmental problems, such as green taxes, markets for pollution and 

green consumer choices.   

• List some of the problems associated with assessing environmental issues, 
such as cultural differences, socioeconomic status, and politics, and much 
more. 

Contacting Instructor: 

• Email me using ONLY your WCC email. 

• Email should be sent 1 weekday (24hours) before a response is needed. 

• Via email, you may schedule an appointment to talk with me virtually. 

• Any conservations should be followed by a student email to me to confirm. 

• Please email me if there are any periods when you can’t participate in the 
class. 

• As always, please contact me with any questions or concerns because I am 
here to help! 

Blackboard: 

Because this is an online course, it is essential that you are familiar with and able to 
use Blackboard. All graded activities are given and submitted on Blackboard.  Also, 
check Blackboard announcements before each class for important updates. 

Time Commitment: 

You should expect to spend between 10-20 hours each week doing the necessary 
work for this course. This will vary somewhat by module, sometimes less, 
sometimes more. 

Expectations: 

I expect that each of you will act responsibly and considerately towards yourself and 
your classmates at all times. Students who do not actively participate in class will 
not be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of borderline grades. Below are some 
specific guidelines: 

• Participate in EVERY module unless there is an emergency. Due to the 
nature and the quantity of material we cover this semester, you will have a 
difficult time passing unless you do. I want you to succeed! Email your 
instructor immediately when you know you will be unable to participate and as 
soon as possible for an unexpected absence. 

• Double-check your work to be sure that it is complete and fully answers the 
questions asked, the guidance provided, or the assignment given. 

• Respect one another in both word and action. Everyone has a right to their 
own opinion, just not their own facts. We often grow to understand and enrich 
our own belief system through openly listening to all positions. 
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• A positive learning environment that is both ethical and inclusive is important 
to us. Please inform me, another instructor, and/or other resources on 
campus to voice concerns and/or get the support you need to optimize your 
academic experience and performance. 

Other Notes: 

I sincerely want you to both learn and enjoy this course this semester. I love what I 
teach and hope that you will develop a greater appreciation for our Earth and 
environmental issues as the semester develops! I will do everything we can to help 
you understand the material. You have to take that learning and expand it beyond 
the course. If you want to do well, these are some tips for you: 

• READ, VIEW, and COMPLETE materials per the deadlines in the schedule. 

• ASK questions when you don’t understand material. 

• COMPLETE the requirements with maximum effort; most are due by the end of the 
module on that topic, but specific deadlines are provided in the schedule. 

• REVIEW material each day—not at the last minute (before the test). 

• TURN IN work on time.  

• MAKE a To-Do list to stay on top of deadlines.  

• WRITE notes and flashcards as your read to help you study. 

• COMMUNICATE with me regarding problems, etc. sooner rather than later… I can’t 
help you if you don’t share! Too often students wait until there is no other option but 
to issue a failing or withdrawal grade. 

• CHECK Blackboard for updates on your grade often—make sure information/scores 
are accurate. 

• CHECK EMAIL every morning for last minute announcements and changes. 

• Feeling confused, lost or behind? Then... 
▪ Read the syllabus! 
▪ Check Blackboard announcements. 
▪ Contact your instructor by email (preferred). 
▪ Check the textbook, additional readings listed on Bb, and at the end of each 

chapter or in the module. 
▪ Ask your peers and/or create an online peer study group. 

Evaluation and Grading: 

400 Assessments (4 x 100 pts. each) 

255    Quizzes (17 x 15 pts. each) 

130 Discussions (13 x 10 pts. each) 

100 Research Paper 

  60 Activities and Miscellaneous 

  55 Model Public Hearing 

1000 Points Possible 

Assessments (400 points): 
There will be four (4) assessments, i.e., tests, each worth 100 points. See our class 
schedule for the dates. The topics covered on each assessment will reflect the 
course content addressed in class during the weeks prior to the assessment (the 
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final assessment is not cumulative). Assessments can be a combination of multiple 
choice, true/false, and matching. There will be 50 questions on each assessment. 
Many assessment questions will come from the quiz questions. No test scores will 
be dropped. If you miss the test deadline, you must immediately contact your 
instructor to schedule a make-up (which must be completed within one week or a 
score of zero will be assigned). All Assessments completed after the due date will 
have 10 percent per day late deducted off the graded score. 

Quizzes (255 points): 
Following each chapter, a link to a quiz will be available on Blackboard. If you don’t 
see the link, inform your instructor immediately, please. The link will remain open 
until 11:59 p.m. for the posted due date (see class schedule for due dates). Each 
chapter quiz contains 15 questions and each question is worth 1 point. Other 
quizzes, such “Course Orientation Quiz,” are also worth 15 points, though they may 
have a different number of questions. There is no time limit on any of the 
quizzes.  For the Course Orientation Quiz, you will have two attempts to earn the 
maximum score possible. However, for the other quizzes, you will have only one 
attempt to take each quiz. You will earn up to 15 points for each of the 17 quizzes, 
or up to 255 points of your final grade. The answers to the quiz questions will 
become available after the quiz due date, and you will only have access to the 
answers if you submit the quiz on time.  If you miss the quiz deadline, you can’t 
make it up and you will receive a score of zero. Important note: Some assessment 
(test) questions will come from the quiz questions—so, do not miss this opportunity 
and do your best! If you miss a quiz, you will not be provided with the questions. It is 
your responsibility to take the quiz on time. No quiz scores will be dropped. 

Research Paper (100 points): 
Early in the semester, we will review the requirements for a 7-page research paper 
that you will write on a topic related to the material covered in class. It will be due 
close to the end of the semester (see course schedule for due date). Your paper 
must be submitted as an electronic copy (on Blackboard), either in Word or PDF 
format (PDF preferred). This paper is worth 100 points of your final grade. Specific 
details, guidelines, and a grading rubric will be provided on Blackboard.  You must 
turn in the research paper to receive a passing grade in the class. 

Discussion Boards (130 points): 
Because we are never all together in a classroom during an online course, 
discussion boards provide valuable participation, an opportunity to learn from one 
another, and the opportunity to display what you’ve learned to one another and to 
your professor. There are 13 discussion boards worth 10 points each, for a total of 
150 points. Each discussion requires you to make an original “post” to the board 
and then to subsequently respond to the posts of two of your classmates. These 
responses can be either supportive or critical, but should always be respectful and 
constructive. 

Activities and Miscellaneous (60 points): 
There will be three activities worth 20 points each. The activities are an activity 
through the Bailey Library (20 points) and an “E-Waste” activity (20 points). You will 
also get 10 points each (20 total) for submitting your research paper outline and for 
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submitting the rough draft of your research paper.  All activities will be submitted on 
Blackboard. 

Model Public Hearing (55 points): 
Public hearings are often held when controversial issues could affect a community 
based upon the decisions made by those in authority. Such hearings give the public 
the opportunity to voice their opinions and better learn the points-of-view of those 
having different or opposing viewpoints about the issue. Because environmental 
topics are often controversial and impact the political economy, might entail risks 
and hazards, etc., public hearings on the environment are fairly common. We will 
use a full module to simulate a public hearing on a controversial environmental 
topic. This will require posts to a discussion board, responses, etc. The point 
distribution for the Model Public Hearing is broken down as such: 10 points for 
selecting a role for participating in the Model Public Hearing, 20 points for 
completing the assignment to research background for the Model Public Hearing, 
and 25 points for participation in the Model Public Hearing discussion itself.  More 
information is available in the provided instructions on Blackboard. 

Participation 
Due to the nature and pace of this course, your participation is mandatory for all 
modules. Participating correlates with better grades! 

Other Policies: 

LATE POLICY 

If you know you will miss the due date for an assignment, contact your instructor 
BEFORE the assignment is due.  Accommodations for late assignments will only be 
given in cases of extenuating circumstances and/or emergencies and are at the 
discretion of your instructor. 

WITHDRAWALS/DROPPING 
You may withdraw from the class and receive a “W” on your transcript anytime until 
the withdrawal deadline. In general, I do not issue “W” as a grade on a transcript.  
Students who simply disappear will be issued an “F” when grades are submitted at 
the end of the semester. If you would like to request an instructor withdrawal, you 
must consult with a financial aid counselor first.  A “W” on your transcript could 
affect your financial aid long term.  Please contact your instructor ASAP if some 
crisis occurs that prevents you from coming to class—that will be your only chance 
to receive help to help prevent a failing grade. 

INCOMPLETE 
This temporary grade can be requested by students with a passing grade (of “C” or 
better) and extenuating circumstances who are missing only one or two 
assignments. 

Technical Support: 

• Browse the Resources & Help button for Blackboard FAQ’s, How To Videos, 
and other resources. 

• Email helpdesk@wccnet.edu or call the help desk at 734-477-8924. 
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Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in discipline according 
to the WCC Student Rights & Responsibility guidelines. Always complete your own 
work using your own words. If you do use information, ideas, or words from other 
sources, credit that source using MLA or APA format. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

Learning Support Services Department provides support to students who may need 
accommodation for documented disabilities, or other learning need. WCC will work 
with you to accommodate any of your individual learning needs, however, I need to 
know of any requests in advance in order to make the necessary arrangements. 

WCC Student Policies and Support Information: 

Review the material within the Washtenaw Community College Student Policies and 
Support Information for additional policies and procedures that affect you and your 
course. Find this information on this shared page. 

https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php
https://www.wccnet.edu/succeed/disability/services/
https://www.wccnet.edu/about/policies/4095.php

